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NEW TRUSTEES…The Westfield United Fund board introduced new officers and
trustees to the public at its annual meeting on May 21. Newly elected trustees,
pictured from left to right, are: Kim Benou, Jill Dispenza, Jeff Pinkin and Charlie
Weidman. The 2009-2010 campaign will launch in September.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Governor to Reappoint Butler
To BPU Instead of Stender

Polickernj.com is quoting “Demo-
cratic sources” that Gov. Jon Corzine
will reappoint Frederick Butler to the
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) in-
stead of giving the $125,0000 post to
Democratic state Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood),
who is seeking re-election to a fifth
term in the Assembly. BPU terms run
for six years.

GOP Stages Coup to Grab
Control of NY State Senate

Republicans last week seized con-
trol of the New York Senate just five
months after they lost power to Demo-
crats, who have gone to court to block
the coup. According to an Associated
Press (AP) report, the GOP was able
to get the support of two renegade
Democrats in their effort to regain
majority in the upper house of the
legislature.

According to the AP, one of the two
Democratic Senators is Pedro Espada,
Jr. of the Bronx, the newly installed
temporary Senate president, who
owes tens of thousands of dollars in
fines for election law violations and
is under a probe for the healthcare
clinics he operates. Senator Hiram
Monserrate of Queens, who has been
charged with slashing his girlfriend’s
face with broken glass, and could
lose his Senate seat if convicted, is
the other renegade Democrat joining
with the 30 Republicans. Sen.
Monserrate has said he will return to
the Democratic caucus, but will sup-
port Sen. Espada. That leaves the
Senate with a 31-31 tie.

The two sides were told by a judge
to work out a compromise or return to
court this past Monday.

Webber Named Chairman
Of State Republican Party

Republican Gubernatorial candi-
date has named Jay Webber, 37, a

freshman Republican Assemblyman
from Morris County, as the new GOP
state committee chairman. Mr.
Webber replaces Tom Wilson. His
selection must be ratified by a vote of
the Republican State Committee.

Mr. Webber was elected to the As-
sembly in 2007; four years after los-
ing a primary challenge to now re-
tired State Senator Robert Martin.

Political Committees Bill
Approved By Assembly Panel
A bill (S-930) requiring municipal

clerks to file an official list of Repub-
lican and Democratic committee
members with their county clerk
within 20 days after a committee’s
first meeting following the primary
has been approved by the state As-
sembly Judiciary Committee.

The legislation was approved by
the state Senate by a 31-2 vote in
March and now heads to the full As-
sembly for consideration. This list
would be considered a government
document, available to the public upon
request. The bill is sponsored by Sena-
tor Loretta Weinberg (LD-37,
Teaneck), a Democrat, and Republi-
can Senator Diane Allen (LD-7,
Burlington) and has been supported
by Harry Pozycki of the Citizens
Campaign.

WF Health Board Favors
Fluoridation of NJ Water

The Westfield Health Department
Board of Directors has supported state
legislation, A-3709, that would re-
quire the fluoridation of all public
water supply systems in New Jersey.
The legislation, introduced in Febru-
ary, has cleared the Assembly Health
and Senior Services Committee and
has been referred to the Assembly
Appropriations Committee. A Senate
version of the legislation was intro-
duced in May and referred to the
Senate Health, Human Services and
Senior Citizens Committee.

DECADES OF HELP...Special awards were recently given to the 10-year volun-
teers of Runnells Specialized Hospital. Pictured,  holding their 10-year plaques,
from left to right, are: Gertrude Henderson of Scotch Plains, Linda Feldman of
Westfield, Martina Westphal of Berkeley Heights, Margaret O’Brien of Summit,
Rosaleen Appenzoller of Martinsville, Jeanne Crofton of Scotch Plains and Helen
Geotakes of Fanwood. Not pictured is Frank Parisi of North Plainfield. Joseph
Sharp, administrator of Runnells, is in the rear.

County Opens Remodeled
‘Single 9’ at Galloping Hill

KENILWORTH  – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal have
announced the opening of the remod-
eled nine-hole course at the Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.
The course opened for play on Satur-
day, June 13, with a green fee cost of
$10 per person.

The remodeling of the 271-acre
course in Kenilworth and Union is
intended to make the Galloping Hill
course the focal point of the Union
County Division of Golf Operations’

plan to grow the game of golf in
Union County with extensive but
affordable adult and junior golf
instructional programs, officials
said.

The new Single 9 course will
play to a Par 33 at 2,343 yards. It
is an executive type course. Gal-
loping Hil l  is  located off
Kenilworth Boulevard in
Kenilworth, near Exit 138, off the
Garden State Parkway.

 For further information about
golf operations at Galloping Hill,
call (908) 686-1556.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Volunteers Recognized at
Runnells Awards Ceremony
GARWOOD — The 46th annual

Runnells Specialized Hospital’s Vol-
unteer Awards Ceremony and Lun-
cheon, recently was held at The
Westwood in Garwood, honored close
to 200 individuals and 63 groups who
contributed up to 40 years of service at
the hospital.

Arline Siegel of New Providence
was honored for the most years of
volunteer service with a staggering 40
years at Runnells. Ms. Siegel volun-
teers with the Wednesday Bible Study
Class.

Also honored was Sylvia DeBrito
of Watchung, who has volunteered
7,500 hours over 36 years. She main-
tains the facility’s indoor plants, nur-
tures cuttings of the facility’s greenery
and donates some of these plants for
the Guild plant sales and also heads
the Volunteer Guild’s Facility Beauti-
fication Committee.

 Amy McHugh of Cranford was
honored for volunteering14,150 hours
of her time. She repairs the socks of
residents and patients after they are
washed, helps in medical records, goes
with residents on trips, assists at candle-
light dinners and distributes welcome
blankets made by community-service
groups.

Barbara McMahon of New Provi-
dence, who gave 20,150 hours, serves
as Volunteer Guild executive board
treasurer and is a friendly visitor in the
beauty shop and with the book cart.
She also shops for residents’ birthday

and winter holiday gifts, buys ice cream
and the fixings on behalf of the Guild
for ice cream socials, fills in at the
coffee and gift shops and helps with
plant sales.

The volunteers help with escorting
individuals in wheelchairs to occupa-
tional or physical therapy, serving at
candlelight dinners, working in the
gift and coffee shops and assisting
office staff in clerical duties. Other
Runnells volunteer opportunities in-
clude taking orders for personal care
items, shopping and bringing items
back, assisting residents and patients
with hearing or eyesight difficulties to
play games including bingo, and as-
sisting residents by writing cards, chat-
ting and escorting them to the court-
yard.

Students who are at least 14 are
welcome as Runnells junior volun-
teers. Their volunteer opportunities
include escorting patients and resi-
dents to Sunday services, as well as to
occupational and physical therapy,
assisting residents to complete ceram-
ics projects and serving refreshments
to patients and residents.

For more information about volun-
teering at Runnells, located in Berke-
ley Heights, call the Office of Volun-
teer Services at (908) 771-5847.

Bill Brennan, WF GOP Spar
Over Timing of Enviro. Policy

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Before the Westfield
town council authorized municipal partici-
pation in Sustainable Jersey, Tuesday, one
political candidate asked that the town hold
off on the resolution due to “some questions
about its timing.”

In compliance with Sustainable Jersey,
the town council will formally establish the
“Westfield Green Team,” comprised of
elected officials and municipal staff, as
well as members of community boards and
commissions, to lead and coordinate the
sustainability activities. Completion of vari-
ous “green” initiatives from a menu of
options earns a town points on its way to
becoming sustainable. Such initiatives in-
clude everything from creation of a mayor’s
wellness campaign to conducting energy
audits for municipal facilities to establish-
ment of an environmental commission.

Democratic mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan requested that the council hold off
on passing the resolution until the mayor is
present to hear his concerns.

“There is no emergency that it has to be
passed tonight,” Mr. Brennan said. He said
the timing of the resolution’s passage was
“curious” and that it comes “out of the
blue,” after years of an environmental com-
mission being “buried” on the Code Re-
view Committee’s queue of items.

Mr. Brennan said, “The cynic would
say, ‘the mayor’s involved in a hotly con-
tested reelection campaign. Having seen
the recent letters to the editor asking for an
environmental commission from citizens
who are not affiliated with either party...’”

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, at this
time, stopped Mr. Brennan and asked him
to “refrain from turning this into a political
debate.”

Mr. Brennan responded, saying he did
not “give up his rights as a citizen because
[he’s] running for political office.” He
pressed the council to acknowledge the
work of Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins and Third Ward Councilman
David Haas, who attempted to spearhead
an environmental commission.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
called Mr. Brennan’s claim a “political
potshot” at the mayor, who was in Germany
on business, and said it was  made “in poor
taste” and with a “blind eye turned” on all
the environmentally conscious items passed
under Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s watch.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
defended the mayor, who, he said, “does
not govern in a [partisan] manner.”

The acting mayor said the “unfortunate
comments” by Mr. Brennan ignore such
things as a Walking School Bus, which
encourages kids and parents to avoid using
vehicles when traveling to and from school.

Mrs. Kimmins said she supports Sus-
tainable Jersey because it allows the town to
take “baby steps” to being more environ-
mentally conscious; one of those steps can
be the establishment of an environmental
commission. She said the mayor’s decision
to join Sustainable Jersey is not “political.”

Mr. Foerst, who chairs the Code Review
Committee, said he sat down with Mr. Haas
in June 2007 and asked him to develop a
mission statement for the environmental
commission; at present, Mr. Foerst said he
has still not seen such a statement. “To say
it’s been caught up in committee is a disin-
genuous statement,” he said.

First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
openly said he is “not for an environmental
commission,” saying it leads to additional
costs being borne by the town. He instead
supports Sustainable Jersey because “there
is no political agenda and no cost to the
people. We have enough government in

New Jersey.”
Mr. Haas then spoke, saying an environ-

mental commission would not lead to the
town bearing additional costs. He apolo-
gized if there was a “misunderstanding”
with Mr. Foerst, saying he would supply
him with a mission statement on Wednes-
day.

Mr. Haas said the mayor, back in 2007,
told him the matter would be dealt with
before the political cycle that year. Mr. Haas
said he chose not to introduce the matter at
the time, which he would have been permit-
ted to do under “Robert’s Rules of Order,”
because it would have been a “political
freak show.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, while stating his intentions to
vote for Sustainable Jersey, said he does not
“overlook the sincere efforts made” by Mrs.
Kimmins and Mr. Haas in the past.

Janice Siegel, who is running as a Demo-
crat in Ward 1, sought to clarify what an
environmental commission does. She said
the “overwhelming majority” of Westfield’s
neighbors, such as Springfield and Cranford,
have commissions. She said people with
expertise in various environmental fields
come together with a “steady focus” and
work to save towns money.

She said since 10 percent of Sustainable
Jersey’s goals can be achieved by merely
creating a commission, she “urged the town
to move expeditiously” in establishing one.

Mr. Foerst said when he discussed the
matter in 2007 with Mr. Haas, he saw a
commission as having “tentacles” that reach
into all facets of  government, with over-
sight on everything from planning board
applications to police vehicle purchases;
this, Mr. Foerst feared, could lead to the
operations of the town “coming to a screech-
ing halt.”

Mrs. Siegel said the town council could
make a commission as involved as it wishes.
She said the model legislation from the
State of New Jersey does not envision a
commission that forces government to slow
down or relinquish power; rather, she said
the council would assign a commission
specific duties and allow it to give advice.

“It does not take power away from the
council or its boards. It allows the council to
ask advice of a body of citizens with special-
ized knowledge,” she said.

Mr. Haas said such a commission has “no
power to cause the town to do anything.” He
said it is an “advisory body,” as per state
law. He said a commission might, for in-
stance, investigate if purchasing an alterna-
tive-fuel vehicle would save energy and
money.

“It’s one of the weakest commissions
established,” Mr. Haas said.

Later in the meeting, Mr. Haas suggested
that Sandy Batty, executive director of the
Association of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions, visit the council during an
agenda session to further clarify what an
environmental commission does.

He also suggested that the town perform
an energy audit for which the state would
reimburse the town and pick up three-quar-
ters of the upfront costs. He said Montclair
was able to reduce its budget by $100,000
following an energy audit.

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca said  the mayor
is in discussion with the board of education
on such an audit and that the town has
already passed an anti-idling ordinance and
encouraged a buy-local program, which are
recommendations of Sustainable Jersey.

He said Mr. Brennan’s suggestions of the
town politicizing the environmental issue
“have no merit” and that the town “needs to
be careful about adding layers of bureau-
cracy,” with respect to establishing an envi-
ronmental commission.


