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POLICE BLOTTER

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LD-22 CAMPAIGN...Former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, right, and
running mate Bo Vastine, Republican candidates for state Assembly from the
22nd District, spoke at a fundraiser last Thursday at a home in Scotch Plains.

ARCHERY…Members of the Cranford Rod and Gun Club help build Union
County’s new archery range at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Pictured, standing from
left to right, are: Louis Sarmiento, Sr. of Elizabeth, Ray Szpond Jr. of Scotch
Plains (face blocked), George Anest of Rahway, Tony Bretones of Roselle and Ray
Szpond, Sr. of Elizabeth. Louis Sarmiento, Jr. of Elizabeth, kneeling, places the
bottom rail into place. A section of the former golf course that was used for lessons
was transformed into an Olympic-style archery range, enabling archers to set
targets between 20 to 90 meters. The range also has nearly 800 feet of split rail
fencing to prevent visitors from mistakenly wandering onto the range. Warning
signs were also installed, along with an eight-foot privacy fence along the border
with neighboring homes.

Garwood Planning Board Tables
Vote on New Master Plan

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s plan-
ning board moved to table a vote on the
new master plan until its next meeting
after board members asked for revisions
to the language of the document last
Wednesday night.

“We will table the resolution, view it
one more time and then at the next plan-
ning board meeting move to approve or
not approve it at that time,” said Bob
Pender, chairman of the planning board.

Planning board members had earlier
asked Jason Kasler, who prepared the
master plan, to add certain elements prior
to final adoption. The items include cor-
rections to the document’s street maps
and language emphasizing the promotion
of renewable energy, recycling and the
need for open space and community fa-
cilities.

The board had the option of approving
the master plan during Wednesday’s
meeting pending the corrections, but ulti-
mately decided to review a final draft of
the document before its adoption.

“I would just like to see that the word-
ing that we asked for is in there,” Mr.
Pender said.

During the meeting, Mr. Kasler, a pro-
fessional planner with Kasler Associates
in Springfield, gave an hour-long presen-
tation to the board and those in attendance
highlighting the major aspects of the
master plan. One of the elements con-
tained in the document was a suggestion

that the area near the Casale property on
South Avenue and Center Street may be
attractive as a “Transit Oriented Devel-
opment District,” which would include
both residential and commercial proper-
ties.

“This is something that the state is
really looking towards,” Mr. Kassler said.
“Higher density development located in
close proximity to transportation.”

Mr. Kasler also suggested that the bor-
ough explore whether or not the area
around the former Paper Board Company
would qualify as an “area in need of
redevelopment.” Such a designation
would give the borough greater control of
the type of development, which would
take place.

Once ratified, the master plan will be
the guiding document for the planning
board and municipal council as it shapes
the borough’s zoning ordinances. Ulti-
mately, the authority for approving zon-
ing ordinances falls to the mayor and
council, with guidance from the planning
board.

“That will be the basis for any new
zoning that they implement,” Mr. Kassler
said.

The next meeting of the planning board
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 24, at
7:30 p.m. The board will again hear com-
ment on the master plan during that
meeting’s hearing of citizens, although
Mr. Kassler will not be in attendance.

A full copy of the master plan is avail-
able on the borough’s website.

FOR A GOOD CAUSE…Fanwood Police Chief Donald Domanoski, left, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student/athlete John Howarth, center, and Presi-
dent of Scotch Plains Fanwood, Jr. Athletic Boosters and Fanwood Detective,
Eugene Chin, ran in the 26th annual Special Olympic Law Enforcement Torch
Run to raise money for the Special Olympic Athletes. This leg of the torch was
carried by police officers in Union County from Elizabeth to Princeton.

impact the revenue for private towing
companies, Mr. Brennan said county-
towing fees “hadn’t been raised in
many years.”

“Even with the sharing of fees, the
towers will still be making out,” Mr.
Brennan said.

“We will continue to do what we
have always done with regard to tow-
ing,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting that the
only change will be the county now
receiving a share of revenue collected
from towing vehicles.

The county is currently in the pro-
cess of certifying towing companies
to be utilized for removing vehicles
from county roads and/or county prop-
erty such as county parks. The certi-
fication process is expected to be
completed by July.

County Manager George Devanney
proposed towing fees as a new revenue
generator for the county in his 2009
executive budget released in January.

“Union County has 172 miles of
county roadway, which we believe
provide an opportunity to create a
countywide towing and vehicle stor-
age facility. This could generate as
much as $100,000 a year. We hope to
have such a facility operational in the
fall,” according to Mr. Devanney’s
executive budget statement.

Mr. D’Elia said the county would see

ing that position was a “very difficult
decision,” but he said the mayor there
had just been re-elected and Mr.
Marion felt it was a good time to
make a career move.

“We accomplished the goals that
we had set out five years ago when I
was first appointed,” he said.

Also making the decision to come
to Scotch Plains easier was the fact
that Mr. Marion “really liked the
mayor and the council members
throughout the interview process,”
which encompassed three separate
sessions during the spring, including
spending an entire day meeting with
department heads and others. He said
his wife has relatives in Fanwood and
Westfield and he educated himself
about Scotch Plains during the inter-
view process.

“It’s a wonderful community and
I’m looking forward to working here,”
he said.

Mr. Marion said his top priority in
his first months at the municipal build-
ing will be “getting to know the op-
erations of the township and meeting
with the different department heads
and employees.” He also wants to
meet with the council and commu-
nity representatives “to get a feel for
the issues they have and the direction
they want the town to go.”

And Mr. Marion said he wants to
“get up to speed on the municipal
budget, the purchasing process and
the personnel” before preliminary
work on the 2010 township budget
gets underway later in the summer.
He wants to try to avoid the problems
faced this year, particularly in terms
of personnel and the layoffs that were
implemented, although he admitted
Scotch Plains and all New Jersey
municipalities “face a tough economy.
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New SP Manager Marion
To Focus on Operations
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County Hikes, Profits From
Towing and Storage Fees

Concerning this year’s $400 per
property assessment, township attor-
ney Brian Levine said the SPMC will
soon need to “ease” into assessing
properties based on their assessed
value, as is done in other special
improvement districts.

Councilman Dominick Bratti con-
gratulated the SPMC for its Memo-
rial Day music festival, saying that he
was “pleasantly surprised that it came
out that great.”
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Scotch Plains Business
District Budget Approved

Avalon Bay Developer
Discusses Roselle Park Suit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ROSELLE PARK — Ron Ladell,
vice-president for Avalon Bay, a 215-
rental apartment development pro-
posed to be built along West Westfield
Avenue,  sat down with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week to
discuss what he felt were “inaccura-
cies” and “bias” in an article pub-
lished May 28, regarding the pro-
posed development and Avalon Bay’s
“builder’s remedy” lawsuit in Roselle
Park. While a “gag order” remains in
effect, Mr. Ladell stated that he re-
ceived permission from Special Mas-
ter Betsy McKenzie for the meeting.

Mr. Ladell stated that he felt that
while the previous article (published
in the June 11 issue) did say that some
residents at the meeting did speak in
favor of the development and Pay-
ments In Lieu of Taxes (PILOT), none
of those people were quoted in the
article. He also clarified that PILOTs
would be made from a percentage of
all revenue generated through rents
and fees regardless of Avalon Bay’s
profits.

During the May 26 meeting in
Roselle Park, Mr. Ladell began inter-

jecting and became agitated by com-
ments by Roselle Park resident Jo-
seph Accardi. During the exchange,
Mr. Accardi made a statement re-
garding the number of special needs
students that could potentially move
into the new development because
they could qualify for the “affordable
housing” units within the complex.
Mr. Ladell said he felt this statement
was “discriminatory” and that Avalon
Bay “think(s) there should be a com-
mitment made to provide affordable
housing in New Jersey.”

According to Mr. Ladell, Avalon
Bay currently has three developments
where it makes PILOTs; two in Jer-
sey City and one in Aberdeen. He
said that the public should have con-
fidence in having Avalon Bay de-
velop in Roselle Park because it is a
publicly traded company, which is
“transparent” and can be fully re-
searched.

Mr. Ladell stated that Avalon Bay
wants to provide a “new gateway” for
Roselle Park and “we believe we can
jumpstart the downtown economy.”
He said while he understands the con-
cerns of Roselle Park residents over
the PILOTs, the payments have the
potential to “increase more than taxes
over 30 years.”

He also explained that if Avalon
Bay were to go bankrupt, or the sub-
corporation created for the project
were to default, the Borough of
Roselle Park would have a lien on the
property, which would not be dis-
chargeable in a bankruptcy.

A joint meeting of the Borough
Planning Board and Borough Coun-
cil will be held Monday, June 22, at
6:30 p.m. A vote will take place at this
meeting to decide whether or not to
accept the proposed settlement or con-
tinue the lawsuit.

A phone call to Ms. McKenzie was
not returned as of press time.

It’s tough all around.”
He told The Times he hopes to stay

above any local political wrangling
by “focusing on operations and help-
ing the mayor and council” by “pro-
viding them the information they need
to set policy.”

Prior to his five-year stint in West
Windsor, Mr. Marion spent three years
as business administrator in Marlboro.
Along with his bachelor’s degree in
political science from Villanova Uni-
versity in Philadelphia, he received
master’s degrees in public adminis-
tration from the University of Dela-
ware and in business administration
from St. Joseph’s University in Phila-
delphia.

He and his wife are parents of twin
sons.

gusted by it and never went again.”
Mr. Marks, in reaction to Mr.

LeStrange’s attendance at that event,
had been quoted in New Jersey Jew-
ish News in the fall of 2006 as saying
he did not want “someone who went
to what amounts to a Ku Klux Klan
meeting for police representing me.”
Mr. LeStrange’s complaint claimed
that Mr. Marks “knowingly created
the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a member of an orga-
nization that hated Blacks and Jews”
and “created the false impression that
[Mr. LeStrange] was a racist and an
anti-Semite.”

Mr. Marks’ attorney, Frank Caruso,
declined comment. Neither Mr.
LeStrange nor his attorney, Mr.
Grossman, returned telephone calls
by press time seeking comment.
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LeStrange

Mr. Goldberg said the organization
was still receiving feedback from busi-
nesses and said local merchants are
being invited to take part in the block
party being planned for Thursday, July
9, in conjunction with the annual sum-
mer concert series. Along with the
Cultural Arts Committee, the SPMC
will partially finance the party, which
will be held at the Village Green in the
center of Scotch Plains on Park Av-
enue.

how the new sharing of revenue works
before opting whether or not to use
county land to store impounded vehicles.

“If this current system works ac-
cordingly, we won’t have to create a
facility,” Mr. D’Elia said.

The ordinance includes the lan-
guage that the county “reserves the
right to take over the storage portion
of [a towing] license at any time.”

If the county opts to takeover the
towing storage operation, it will collect
40 percent of the towing fees, but 100
percent of the vehicle storage revenue.

Violators of the ordinance, those
towers not licensed with the county
who solicit people in need of a tow on
county roads or property, face fines
of $500 and/or a prison term of up to
90 days. However, a person can call a
tower of their choice even if the county
does not license the company. But, if
police assistance in calling a tower
were requested, then the police would
call a county-approved tower.

As of Monday, Mr. D’Elia said
seven companies had applied for
county contracts with four deemed to
have completed their applications in-
cluding Westfield-based Sevelle’s
Auto Body, Tumino’s Towing of
Ridgefield Park, Sisbarro Towing and
Receiver in Mountainside and High-
way Towing of Elizabeth.

Garwood BOE Opts Not to Close
School for the 2009-2010 Year

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education announced on Tuesday that
it would not move Washington School to
“off-line” status, a move that would have
closed the school for the 2009-2010 school
year.

The board made the announcement,
which drew applause from many of the
residents in attendance, after returning
from a 25-minute executive session, which
began Tuesday’s meeting.

The board had announced in May that
it was considering moving the school,
which serves the district’s pre-kindergar-
ten, kindergarten and pre-kindergarten
disabled students, “off-line” as of Sep-
tember. Officials estimated the plan would
save $120,000 and could generate addi-
tional revenue through renting the build-
ing. Ultimately, the board said the public
opposition to the plan led to its decision
against “off-lining”for the coming school
year, though it did not rule out the possi-
bility of doing so for a later school year.

The board still faces a $400,000 deficit
for the 2010-2011 school year, officials
said. Board President Adele Lewis said
the board is considering alternative plans
to increase revenue, including charging
tuition for pre-kindergarten in the coming
year.

“Education in Garwood has to change,”
Ms. Lewis said. “We cannot continue
with the status quo because we cannot
afford it, and we hope the public will be
part of these difficult decisions.”

During the public comment portion of

the meeting, residents continued to ques-
tion the board regarding the Washington
School “off-line” plan and the district’s
finances, saying they felt the board was
not sharing all of the information.

Board member Linda Koenig also said
that part of the reason “it might seem like
we’re being obstructive” is because the
state still has not given the district all of
the information regarding proposed
changes.

Garwood, along with other districts,
recently learned that it would not be re-
ceiving a state aid payment for June. The
state is also considering requiring a higher
state health benefits payment, and there is
a bill before the state legislature that would
shift the cost of crossing guards from the
municipality to school boards. Ms. Koenig
said she believes the state is placing pres-
sure on smaller school districts, such as
Garwood, to merge.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, July 21. Ms. Lewis said the
board would discuss potential tuition for
pre-kindergarten at that time. There will
also be a public committee of the whole
meeting on Thursday, July 16 at 7 p.m.

way to save jobs, we’d do it.”
Mr. Bratti called Mr. Glover’s pro-

posals “half-hearted political state-
ments.”

In vowing to back the budget, Mr.
Strauss said the council had gotten
“good and consistent advice” from
township professionals over the past
few months, while Mrs. DePaola said
the governing body “did the best we
could” under the circumstances.

The budget hearing will be held on
Tuesday, June 23, at 8 p.m.
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SP Council

Clarification
CRANFORD — Cranford Health Of-

ficer Warren Heyl said the Cranford Board
of Education did send a letter noting there
was a “confirmed case” of H1N1, known
as swine flu, but the board was in error.
The letter should have said it was a “prob-
able case.”

“We do not have a confirmed case,”
Mr. Heyl said last week.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 9, Kashira Slaughter,

23, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Tuesday, June 9, a resident of Forest Road
reported that someone withdrew approxi-
mately $4,100 from his bank account with-
out authorization. It is unknown how the
victim’s personal information was obtained.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of
Debra Court reported that a co-worker
has been harassing her by calling and
texting her multiple times a day to ask her
out on a date, and when she tells him no,
he becomes angry, yells and cries.

Thursday, June 11, Kimberly
Klutkowski, 24, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and released.

Friday, June 12, Ricardo Viegas, 27, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, Tiffani Hoover, 33,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Sunday, June 14, Michael Tripet, 27,
of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Michael
Lane reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed tools valued
at approximately $1,000.

Fanwood
Saturday, June 6, Michele Bemarest,

41, of Morristown was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of East Brunswick
after a motor vehicle top on Martine Av-
enue. She was processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Wayne Higgins, 42, of
Jersey City was arrested for an outstand-
ing Jersey City warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Brian Hennigan, 29, of
Somerville was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue. He was processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Phillip Fladger, 38, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
providing police with false information
after a motor vehicle stop on George Street
in Plainfield. He was processed and re-
leased. Evonne Schwartz, 31, of Eliza-
beth, a passenger in the vehicle was ar-
rested and charged with providing police
with false information and an outstanding
warrants out of Elizabeth and Roselle. She
was processed and turned over to the county
jail for failure to make bail.

Tuesday, June 9, a resident of Shady Lane
reported that someone entered her home and
removed her purse. There was no sign of
forced entry and the purse was later discov-
ered in Scotch Plains. It is unknown at this
time if anything was missing from the purse.

Friday, June 12 Manuel E. Marinho,
31, of Avenel was arrested for an out-
standing Hillside warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Friday, June 12, Stan S. Chapman, 22, of
Hillside was arrested on numerous Hillside
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, an officer on patrol
noticed the rear window of a vehicle
belonging to a resident in the 100 block of
Arlene Street. After notifying the owner
it was determined that the window was
broken sometime between the hours of
12:30 and 10:30 a.m. Nothing was re-
ported missing at this time and the inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Saturday, June 13, Ronald Taylor, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for an
outstanding Highland Park warrant. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, LTD C. Hannah,
31, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation in the 100 block of Herbert
Avenue for a county no-bail body war-
rant. He was processed and turned over to
the county Sheriff’s Department.

Saturday, June 13, at 2:42 a.m. officers
stopped a vehicle that was reported stolen
on Terrill Road. After stopping the vehicle
the driver fled the scene. The driver was
identified prior to fleeing as a suspect wanted
for his alleged involvement in a burglary.

Monday, June 15, Zyykirrah M. Casado,
24, of North Plainfield was arrested for
numerous outstanding Fanwood warrants
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. She was processed and released.

Monday, June 15, George Nowicki, 4th,
29, of Union was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Watchung, Kenilworth and
Cranford after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He was processed and released.

Westfield
Monday, June 8, Sharon Ortiz, 34, of

Elizabeth was arrested as the result of a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard on an Elizabeth traffic warrant.
She was released after posting $83 bail.

Monday, June 8, Abraham Garcia, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested at the south side
train station and charged with possession
of forged government documents. Police
said he allegedly was in possession of a
false resident alien card and two Social
Security cards bearing different names.
He was committed on default of $2,500
bail to the Union County jail.

Wednesday, June 10, Thomas D.
Wansaw, 48, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch Plains
traffic warrant based on a parking sum-

mons after a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Central Avenue and Sussex Street. He
was released after posting $89 bail.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of the
600 block of West Broad Street reported
that her home was entered and a computer
and a purse were removed. A front porch
window screen had been removed to gain
access to the residence, police said.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of the
800 block of Shadowlawn Drive reported
her home was entered and a checkbook and
$7 in change was removed from a desk.
Police said a front window screen had been
removed to gain access to the premises.

Wednesday, June 10, Shakira
Hammonds, 31, of Linden was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana as the result
of a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near Westfield Avenue. Hammonds was
processed and released with a summons. A
July 2 court date was assigned.

Wednesday, June 10, a Summit Court
resident reported a person known to him
intentionally damaged his tennis racket
after a verbal dispute in Tamaques Park.

Wednesday, June 10, William Matias,
25, of Fanwood was arrested on a no-bail
county sheriff’s warrant as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue near
Crossway Place. He subsequently was trans-
ported to the sheriff’s office.

Friday, June 12, Emmanuel Baldwin,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on a no-bail
county sheriff’s warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Livingston Street. Baldwin was held pend-
ing transport to the Union County jail.

Monday, June 15, Salvatore Fazio, 25, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Ridgefield Park traffic warrant in the amount
of $469 after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Vernon Place. He was later
released on his own recognizance per the
Ridgefield Park Municipal Court.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Yonkers,
N.Y. reported that she was scratched and
her motor vehicle was damaged during a
dispute at a residence on the 800 block of
West North Avenue. The 24-year-old vic-
tim, who did not require medical attention,
and the female suspect are known to one
another. No charges had been filed.

Monday, June 15, the managing agent
for a business located on the 100 block of
Quimby Street reported that the exterior
brick wall of the establishment was de-
faced with spray paint.

Monday, June 15, a resident of the 800
block of Knollwood Terrace reported the
theft of various pieces of jewelry from her
home, including a gold chain, a gold
bracelet, a pair of earrings, an engage-
ment ring and miscellaneous gold charms
for a bracelet. The exact value of the items
was to be determined. There were no
reported signs of forced entry.

Mountainside
Wednesday, June 10, Adeyemi Adeniyi,

27, of Maplewood was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop for a cracked windshield.

Wednesday, June 10, Mark Frederick,
46, of Linden was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop for obstruction of view.

Friday, June 12, a resident brought a
wallet into police headquarters that he
stated he found over a year ago on Route
22. Police said he retrieved the wallet and
placed it with his property but did not
have an opportunity to turn it in because
he became ill shortly after finding the
wallet. The wallet contained an FBI badge
and FBI credentials matching a private
investigator who reported the wallet miss-
ing in November of 2004.

Saturday, June 13, police responded to a
Route 22 gas station on a report of a possible
robbery. Police said the victim stated that a
white or light skinned black male, of medium
build, wearing dark pants, a dark jacket and
a knit cap approached him and put his arm
around him and asked him to give him all his
money. The victim gave the suspect cash he
had in his front shirt pocket and the suspect
ran away south on New Providence Road,
police said. The victim reported that he did
not see a weapon and there was no threat of
a weapon, but because of a strong language
barrier, officers had difficulty obtaining ad-
ditional details of the incident.

Saturday, June 13, a resident of Wyo-
ming Drive reported that she has been re-
ceiving harassing telephone calls in the
morning, at noon and in the early evening
hours from a private number. The victim
stated that when she answers the phone, no
one speaks and it sounds as if it is a machine
trying to make contact with another ma-
chine. She was told to contact the phone
company for assistance.

Saturday, June 13, police responded to
a business on Route 22 on a report of
property damage. Police said when an
employee of the business returned to his
motor vehicle, which was parked in the lot,
he noticed the passenger side window was
broken. Upon further investigation, it was
determined that landscaping company
workers who had cut the grass adjacent to
the lot where the vehicle was parked had
kicked up a rock that broke the window.
The landscaping company was contacted
and will deal directly with the victim.

Saturday, June 13, a resident reported
that someone made unauthorized purchases
to her mother’s credit card. Police said the
credit card company called the victim to
report suspicious activity on the card. The
incident is under investigation.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Ridge
Drive reported that someone caused $500
worth of damage to her mailbox.


