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County Hikes and Profits From Fees
For Towing and Impounding

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOTHING CHARITY...The Scotch Plains Junior Women’s Club held its
clothing drive last Saturday at Scotch Hills Country Club. Money raised
through the effort is donated to local charities. For further information, see
spjwc.com.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAVA CHAT...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, left, speaks with a resident
about her concerns at the mayor’s monthly ‘Coffee with the Mayor’ event, held
last Saturday morning at Scotch Hills Country Club.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union is moving ahead with plans to
collect half of all fees, estimated at
$100,000 per year, associated with
towing and impounding of vehicles
from county roads and facilities. Cur-
rently, towers keep 100 percent of
fees collected for towing and im-
pounding vehicles.

The county is also considering us-
ing existing county land to store im-
pounded vehicles, although no final
determination has been made, accord-
ing to county officials.

The county freeholders approved
an ordinance in February for the new
towing rates. The towing of vehicles
of up to 6,000 pounds now costs $150,
along with $35 per day for impound-
ing; vehicles between 6,000 and
26,000 pounds cost $175 for towing
plus another $50 per day for storage,
and vehicles 26,000 pounds and over
cost the owner $325 in towing fees
for a single unit or $450 for a combi-
nation unit plus $100 per day for
impounding. The fees are either
double or even triple of what was
previously charged by the county.

“We are moving forward with the
idea that this would probably be, at
this point, more cost effective to share
revenues,” Sebastian D’Elia, county
spokesperson, said.

In addition, the county ordinance
raised license fees for towing compa-
nies contracting with the county. Ap-
plication fees were increased from
$150 to $350. Licenses were hiked
from $500 to $1,500 for one license,
$2,225 for two licenses and $3,000

for three licenses. Towing operators
will now be charged for up to three
licenses as part of new towing zones
that have been created.

Zone one includes Plainfield,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Garwood, Cranford and Roselle Park;
zone two includes Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, Mountainside, Sum-
mit, Springfield, Union and
Kenilworth, and zone three consists
of Rahway, Linden, Winfield, Clark,
Roselle, Hillside and Elizabeth.

The fees reflect two-year contracts
instead of the previous annual agree-
ments. All towers are placed on

weekly rotational shifts.
Mike Brennan, director of park

maintenance, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the county has
not received any revenues from tow-
ing up to now, only from summonses
collected by the county police de-
partment, which is based in Westfield.

“It was between the tower and the
person who went to pick up their car
later,” Mr. Brennan said. “And that
will still be the case. We have raised
the fees and will receive a percent-
age, 50 percent, of those fees.”

When asked if the change would

New SP Manager Marion
To Focus on Operations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In advance
of taking up his new duties at the end
of June, incoming Township Man-
ager Christopher Marion said he has
“a lot of work to do in the next few
months,” including meeting depart-
ment heads, municipal employees and
community leaders, as well as “get-
ting up to speed” on day-to-day town-
ship affairs.

Mr. Marion, who was formally in-
troduced at last week’s township
council meeting, begins work on June
29, after five years as business ad-
ministrator in West Windsor. He as-
sumes his position more than four

months after the sudden resignation
of former manager Michael
Capabianco; Robert LaCosta and
Madeline Rutkowksi have served as
co-acting managers since mid-Feb-
ruary.

Mayor Nancy Malool described Mr.
Marion as “the ideal candidate,” while
Councilman Dominick Bratti, at last
week’s council meeting, called him
“very well qualified.” Mr. Bratti said
the council was “confident” that Mr.
Marion would be able to do “the
tough job that a manager has to do.”

Mr. Marion, who turns 38 next
month, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that leav-

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MESS...On Tuesday, an accident occurred at noon on South Avenue at the Hetfield Bridge in Scotch Plains, where an over-
sized truck hauling a 250,000 pound piece of G.E. heavy equipment turned over. Fire and police personnel responded quickly
on the scene, and traffic was diverted for most of the day. No injuries were reported.

Secretary of Education Due
Monday at Fanwood Library

Arne Duncan

FANWOOD – Arne Duncan, the
United States Secretary of Educa-
tion, will visit the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library on Monday, June 22, at
2 p.m. to celebrate li-
braries’ support of
the “Summer of Ser-
vice.” This is a vol-
unteer initiative that
will run from June 22
to September 11,
2009.

On April 21, Presi-
dent Obama signed
the Edward M.
Kennedy Serve
America Act
(serve.gov), an ex-
pansion of opportu-
nities for all Ameri-
cans to serve their
communities and
their country.

In partnership with the White House
and the Corporation for National and
Community Service
(nationalservice.gov), the library will
serve as a center for community in-
volvement and a source of informa-
tion on volunteer opportunities.

The American Library Associa-
tion also will provide tips and re-
sources for volunteer ideas, best
practices and ways to contribute
one’s own information, ideas and
stories, all of which can be accessed
at ala.org/summerofservice.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
said, “We welcome Secretary
Duncan and are proud to showcase
Fanwood, which has always had a

strong track record of
volunteerism. One of
the many reasons that
Fanwood is a great
place to live and raise
your family is that we
are a place where
neighbor helps
neighbor. It’s a great
way to feel good
about yourself and to
give back to the com-
munity you live in.”

During his visit,
Secretary Duncan
will read to a group
of children and help
the library kick off

its Summer Reading activities reg-
istration drive. This year’s theme is
“Get Creative @ Your Library.”

The public is invited to partici-
pate in welcoming Secretary
Duncan to New Jersey, celebrate
reading, promote volunteerism and
kick off the library’s summer pro-
grams.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion and to register for the summer
activities, call the library at (908)
322-6400.

In Advance of Budget Vote,
SP Council Saves Police Position

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A week be-
fore its public hearing and vote on the
2009 municipal budget, the township
council held a final budget session,
during which it was announced that a
police department position slated for
elimination as part of the local
government’s planned layoffs had
been preserved for the remainder of
this year.

Using funds from an insurance re-
imbursement for a totaled police car,
the council last week, in a closed
session following its regular public
meeting, voted 3-0 to use the funds to
preserve the police officer’s position
instead of purchasing a new patrol
car. Mayor Nancy Malool and Coun-

cilmen Jeffrey Strauss and Dominick
Bratti took part in the closed session,
which got underway around midnight
last Tuesday. Councilwoman Mary
DePaola did not participate, having
been absent from the earlier public
session. Councilman Kevin Glover,
who had attended the public meeting
earlier, failed to attend the closed
session.

As the regular meeting was ending,
Mr. Bratti and Mr. Glover verbally
jousted over the latter’s plans to not
attend the closed session because he
had a commitment early the follow-
ing morning and “I can’t stick around.”
Mr Bratti said he also had an early
commitment, but added that “we could
all get a little less sleep” in order to
consider the proposal on the police

position. Mr. Glover said he had not
gotten enough information on the
proposal and wanted to see the plan in
writing.

The balance of this week’s hour-
long budget session was taken up by
Mr. Glover putting forth suggestions
that he said would enable all posi-
tions slated for layoff and reduction
in hours next Monday to be preserved.
Excluding the police position, five
positions are slated for layoffs, in-
cluding a part-time computer opera-
tor in the police department, a full-
time laborer in the recreation depart-
ment, a full-time employee in the
public works department, and part-
time typists in the construction code
office and the municipal court. Three
full-time positions will be reduced to
part-time status, including a clerk-
typist in the public works depart-
ment, a clerk in the tax assessor’s
office and a clerk/stenographer in the
clerk’s office.

Mr. Glover urged increased use of
the township surplus, tax money from
the Heather Glen age-restricted hous-
ing development. He also said the
council should use more generous
assumptions of how much revenue
will be realized this year from such
sources as construction code fees. He
again wondered why the council had
not opted to defer its pension pay-
ments, as the state was allowing.

Mr. Bratti told Mr. Glover that he
could have put that option before the
council during its earlier budget dis-
cussions, but had failed to do so.

As was the case at earlier budget
sessions, consultant Gregory
Fehrenbach, who was hired by the
council to assist in preparing this
year’s budget, warned against Mr.
Glover’s suggestions, saying the
township needed to cut expenses in-
stead of boosting anticipated rev-
enues. “That’s what’s caused the prob-
lems” facing the municipal govern-
ment this year, he said. Mr. Glover
disagreed, saying the township’s fi-
nancial plight was due to how “the
township spent money the past five,
10, 20 years.”

Mr. Glover also briefly broached
the idea of increasing fees the town
charges for various services and other
activities. But, Mr. Fehrenbch said
boosting fees could lead to people
choosing not to use the service alto-
gether.

Mayor Malool noted that the Rec-
reation Commission had decided early
this year not to raise fees for the
reason expressed by Mr. Fehrenbach.
And Councilman Strauss pointed out
that summer day camp fees have been
raised due to increased services be-
ing offered and that enrollment so far
is off from past years.

Mrs. Malool stated that the council
“would love to save jobs” and criti-
cized Mr. Glover’s proposals as be-
ing offered at “the twelfth hour” after
what she said were “months of dis-
cussion. If there was a responsible

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER AWARD...Al Ebersole, right, has been Fanwood’s recycling
coordinator for more than 23 years, making him a familiar face at the center on
North Avenue. He was honored by the borough council on June 9 as Volunteer
of the Month. Council president Donna Dolce, standing, presented him with a
rendering of the historic train station. She said, “Mr. Ebersole has been an
important part of the Fanwood community in addition to being an outspoken
advocate of recycling.” Also pictured are borough attorney Dennis Estis and
councilwoman Katherine Mitchell.
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LeStrange Lawsuit Against
Former Mayor Is Dismissed

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — State Supe-
rior Court Judge Ross Anzaldi in
Union County last Friday dismissed
a defamation lawsuit brought against
former Republican Mayor Martin
Marks by retired township police of-
ficer Neal LeStrange.

In June 2007, Mr. LeStrange, an
unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for township council in 2006, filed
the lawsuit against Mr. Marks and
former township police chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, charging they had de-
famed him during that year’s cam-
paign when they “created a false im-
pression” that Mr. LeStrange was a
racist and an anti-Semite. The law-
suit against Mr. O’Brien was dis-
missed earlier.

Terming the suit “an inconvenient
annoyance,” Mr. Marks told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week that “it became evident early
on, based on the people involved, that
this was a political ploy” orchestrated
by “the likes of [Scotch Plains Demo-

cratic Party chairman] Dick Samuel
and the Democratic Party,” who he
said “have never been able to beat me
at the ballot box so they tried to beat
me in court.” The former mayor, who
is running for state Assembly this
fall, noted that Mr. LeStrange’s attor-
ney in the suit was Dan Grossman, a
Cranford-based lawyer who is a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee.

Mr. LeStrange, who retired from
the township police department in
2006 after a 22-year career, attended
a 1990 gathering in Tennessee called
the “Good Old Boys Roundup,” an
event that attracted several hundred
federal, state and local law enforce-
ment officials, nearly all white, from
around the nation. The media later
reported about overt racism evidenced
at the annual outing, including skits,
tee shirts, signs and mock shooting
targets aimed at African-Americans.
At a 2002 deposition in an unrelated
lawsuit, Mr. LeStrange said he had
gone to the event, but had been “dis-
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SP Council Approves SID
Budget; No Rise In SID Taxes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday night for-
mally approved the $67,200 operat-
ing budget for the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. (SPMC), which is the
special improvement district entity
formed last year to boost the
township’s commercial sector.

At a special meeting, the council
voted 4-1, with Councilman Kevin
Glover voting no, to endorse the bud-
get, which will be financed by a $400
flat fee per property in the business
district over the coming year. The
budget is slightly lower than the one
for the year now ending due to one
property being removed from the as-
sessment list and because the town-
ship is not providing any funding, as
it did last year when it contributed

$5,000.
SPMC board chairman Jim Watson

told the council the board is looking
to hire a part-time manager and that
$35,000 had been included in the
budget to pay that position. He said
six or seven resumes have been re-
ceived and are currently being evalu-
ated. He anticipated the manager
working 20 to 25 hours per week,
noting that the hours would vary de-
pending on what the SPMC’s activi-
ties were at the time. Board member
Steve Goldberg said the SPMC is in
the process of assembling a down-
town business guide that will be dis-
tributed to all households in town.
Work on the guide is being done with
the assistance of students from the
high school’s DECA marketing pro-
gram.
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