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POLICE BLOTTER

McKinley School
Celebrates 100 Years

By MEREDITH A. MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – McKinley School cel-
ebrated its 100th birthday this past week-
end with a parade, ceremony and tour.
Students, alumni, parents, grandparents,
faculty, and government officials attended
the festivities.

After the parade, which started at Kehler
Stadium and ended at McKinley School,
the ceremony began, and the school’s prin-
cipal, Claudia Andreski, spoke. “We offer
thanks for all those who have given their
time, ingenuity and gifts,” she said.

She said the mission of McKinley School
today — “to educate our students so they
can contribute to the community and to the
country” — is the same vision upon which
it was founded.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky thanked and
praised Principal Andreski and her staff for
their dedication and hard work. Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) presented
Mrs. Andreski with a flag that was flown
over the Capital Building in honor of
McKinley’s 100th birthday. “You have done
such a terrific job,” he said to her. “May this
flag wave in pride over McKinley School.”

PTO president Josephine Stokes thanked
the parents, students and teachers who con-
tributed to the event. Then, she gave Mrs.
Andreski a plaque made of a piece of the
building’s original slate and noted that Mrs.
Andreski is the first woman to lead McKinley
School as principal. “She is truly the best
principal and our hero,” Ms. Stokes said.
The inscription on the plaque reads:

“To our beloved principal, Claudia
Coates Andreski, the first woman in history
named the principal of McKinley Elemen-
tary School, Westfield, NJ. Mrs. Andreski,
we honor you as our everyday hero. Thank
you for encouraging us to work hard and do
our best. We have been enriched by your
humor, high expectations, kindness, and
love. With sincere appreciation from your
McKinley School family.”

Alumnae Barbara Jones Fooster and Betty
Hall Roberts also attended the centennial

celebration. Ms. Fooster entered McKinley
in 1937, and her children and grandchildren
also attended the elementary school. Ms.
Roberts entered the school in 1939.

McKinley School was built in 1908 and
is comprised by more than 300 first through
fifth grade children. The school’s original
wooden floors are intact, and old paintings
and recent student artwork adorn the walls.

Mrs. Andreski has served the Westfield
school district for 23 years. She taught third
and fourth grades at Jefferson School for 16
years, was assistant principal at Franklin
School for one year and has been principal
of McKinley for six years.

Mrs. Andreski said McKinley’s close
proximity to the center of Westfield fosters
the community feel of the school. “One of
the reasons McKinley School is so success-
ful is because we have the support of the
community,” she said. “Everyone has the
same common goal.”

The principal also attributed the school’s
warm and productive appeal to proactive
parents. “We are encouraged and supported
by the parents. They offer lots of time and
energy,” she stated.

Allyson Gialluisi, mother of first grader
Gabrielle, said Mrs. Andreski’s energy trick-
les down to the teachers and to the kids. “It’s
a ripple effect, and everyone gets the vibe,”
she said.

Alison Jones, mother of fourth grader
Abby, has similar sentiments. “Everyone
knows your kids,” Ms. Jones said. “It
wouldn’t be the same without Mrs.
Andreski.”

Cathy McGarry has been teaching first
grade at McKinley for 20 years and is “very
grateful” for her position. “I wouldn’t want
to teach anywhere else,” she said. “It’s the
best school on earth.”

Of course, the true mark of an outstand-
ing school is the satisfaction of its students.
Fifth grader Olivia Zito summed up the
reverence for McKinley felt by many chil-
dren interviewed for this article. “The prin-
cipal is so great. Everybody at McKinley
has tons of love,” she commented.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
OFFICIAL SUPPORT...McKinley School Principal Claudia Andreski receives
official support last Saturday in Westfield during the parade celebrating the
100th birthday of the school. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan, Mrs. Andreski, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union)
and Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RELAXING...Karen Masciale chats with Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Pat
Quattrocchi of Garwood and Roger Stryeski of Roselle last Saturday at Unami
Park during a kickball fundraiser for GOP Westfield Council Ward 4 candidate
Keith Loughlin. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs. Masciale, Mr. Skibitsky, Mrs.
Quattrocchi and Mr. Stryeski.

member of the board, also discussed
the Land Use Element of the Master
Plan. He said there are some areas on
New Street and South Avenue that
“exhibit land uses that may no longer
be appropriate” and the “designs are
of another era.”

The board said it expects to ap-
prove the land use element at its
Monday, July 6 meeting. Mr. Foerst
said he had concerns with the density
and 40-foot height of some areas. Mr.
Drew said the existing zones allow
40 feet and the density specified in
the document, which was not given
to the public.

Mr. Newell said he also shared the
same concerns. “I would not like to
see what we see in Cranford,” Mr.
Newell said. He said he would like to
see a minimized visual impact and
have a mix of two- and three-story
structures.

Mr. Drew said two of the zones
could achieve 20 percent open space.
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to be utilized for removing vehicles
from county roads and/or county prop-
erty such as county parks. The certi-
fication process is expected to be
completed by July.

County Manager George Devanney
proposed towing fees as a new revenue
generator for the county in his 2009
executive budget released in January.

“Union County has 172 miles of
county roadway, which we believe
provide an opportunity to create a
countywide towing and vehicle stor-
age facility. This could generate as
much as $100,000 a year. We hope to
have such a facility operational in the
fall,” according to Mr. Devanney’s
executive budget statement.

Mr. D’Elia said the county would see
how the new sharing of revenue works
before opting whether or not to use
county land to store impounded vehicles.

“If this current system works ac-
cordingly, we won’t have to create a
facility,” Mr. D’Elia said.

The ordinance includes the lan-
guage that the county “reserves the
right to take over the storage portion
of [a towing] license at any time.”

If the county opts to takeover the
towing storage operation, it will collect
40 percent of the towing fees, but 100

LeStrange Lawsuit Against
Former Mayor Is Dismissed

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — State Superior
Court Judge Ross Anzaldi in Union
County last Friday dismissed a defama-
tion lawsuit brought against former Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks by a former
township police officer.

In June 2007, Neal LeStrange, an un-
successful Democratic candidate for
township council in 2006, filed the law-
suit against Mr. Marks, a former Repub-
lican mayor, and former township police
chief Thomas O’Brien, charging they had
defamed him during that year’s campaign
when they “created a false impression”
that Mr. LeStrange was a racist and an
anti-Semite. The lawsuit against Mr.
O’Brien was dismissed earlier.

Terming the suit “an inconvenient an-
noyance,” Mr. Marks told The Westfield
Leader this week that “it became evident
early on, based on the people involved, that
this was a political ploy” orchestrated by
“the likes of [Scotch Plains Democratic
Party chairman] Dick Samuel and the Demo-
cratic Party,” who he said “have never been
able to beat me at the ballot box so they tried
to beat me in court.” The former mayor,
who is running for state Assembly this fall,
said Mr. LeStrange’s attorney in the suit
was Dan Grossman, a Cranford-based law-
yer who is a member of the Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee.

Mr. LeStrange, who retired from the
township police department in 2006 after
a 22-year career, attended a 1990 gather-
ing in Tennessee called the “Good Old
Boys Roundup,” an event that attracted
several hundred federal, state and local
law enforcement officials, nearly all white,
from around the nation. The media later
reported about overt racism being in evi-
dence at the annual outing, including skits,
tee shirts, signs and mock shooting tar-
gets aimed at African-Americans. At a
2002 deposition in an unrelated lawsuit,
Mr. LeStrange said he had gone to the
event, but had been “disgusted by it and
never went again.”

Mr. Marks, in reaction to Mr.
LeStrange’s attendance at that event, had
been quoted in New Jersey Jewish News in
the fall of 2006 as saying he didn’t want
“someone who went to what amounts to a
Ku Klux Klan meeting for police repre-
senting me.” Mr. LeStrange’s complaint
claimed that Mr. Marks “knowingly cre-
ated the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a member of an organiza-
tion that hated Blacks and Jews” and “cre-
ated the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a racist and an anti-Semite.”

Mr. Marks’ attorney, Frank Caruso,
declined comment. Neither Mr. LeStrange
nor his attorney, Mr. Grossman, returned
telephone calls by press time seeking com-
ment.

ued to question the board regarding
the Washington School “off-line” plan
and the district’s finances, saying they
felt the board was not sharing all of
the information.

“There’s no discussing what’s the
timeline, what are the mile markers
that you’re going to be making key
decisions,” resident Kelly Howard
said.

At one point, resident Madeline
Tavares spoke, saying she felt in-
terim School Business Administra-
tor William Muzzio was being dis-
missive of the audience. “You’re so
annoyed that we want to know what’s
going on in our town,” Ms. Tavares
said. “I think it’s appalling.”

Board member Christine Guerriero
was quick to defend Mr. Muzzio,
saying that emotions were running
high and discussions regarding the
Washington School are “a very tense
situation for a lot of people.”

Board member Linda Koenig also
said that part of the reason “it might
seem like we’re being obstructive” is
because the state still has not given
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Union County Towing
percent of the vehicle storage revenue.

Violators of the ordinance, those
towers not licensed with the county
who solicit people in need of a tow on
county roads or property, face fines
of $500 and/or a prison term of up to
90 days. However, a person can call a
tower of their choice even if the county
does not license the company. But, if
police assistance in calling a tower
were requested, then the police would
call a county-approved tower.

As of Monday Mr. D’Elia said seven
companies had applied for county
contracts with four deemed to have
completed their applications includ-
ing Westfield-based Sevelle’s Auto
Body, Tumino’s Towing of Ridgefield
Park, Sisbarro Towing and Receiver
in Mountainside and Highway Tow-
ing of Elizabeth.

Clarification
CRANFORD — Cranford Health

Officer Warren Heyl said the Cranford
Board of Education did send a letter
noting there was a “confirmed case”
of H1N1, known as swine flu, but the
board was in error. The letter should
have said it was a “probable case.”

“We do not have a confirmed case,”
Mr. Heyl said last week.

the district all of the information re-
garding proposed changes.

Garwood, along with other districts,
recently learned that it would not be
receiving a state aid payment for June.
The state is also considering requir-
ing a higher state health benefits pay-
ment, and there is a bill before the
state legislature that would shift the
cost of crossing guards from the mu-
nicipality to school boards. Ms.
Koenig said she believes the state is
placing pressure on smaller school
districts, such as Garwood, to merge.

“The state has decided that con-
solidation and regionalization are the
way to go,” Ms. Koenig said. “They’re
doing this on purpose to squeeze all
small districts. If they have their way,
Garwood as a separate K through 8
district, will not exist in five years”

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, July 21. Ms. Lewis
said the board would discuss poten-
tial tuition for pre-kindergarten at that
time. There will also be a public com-
mittee of the whole meeting on Thurs-
day, July 16, at 7 p.m.

Westfield
Monday, June 8, Sharon Ortiz, 34, of

Elizabeth was arrested as the result of a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard on an Elizabeth traffic warrant.
She was released after posting $83 bail.

Monday, June 8, Abraham Garcia, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested at the south side
train station and charged with possession
of forged government documents. Police
said he allegedly was in possession of a
false resident alien card and two Social
Security cards bearing different names.
He was committed on default of $2,500
bail to the Union County jail.

Wednesday, June 10, Thomas D.
Wansaw, 48, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch Plains
traffic warrant based on a parking sum-
mons after a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Central Avenue and Sussex Street. He
was released after posting $89 bail.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of the
600 block of West Broad Street reported
that her home was entered and a computer
and a purse were removed. A front porch
window screen had been removed to gain
access to the residence, police said.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of the
800 block of Shadowlawn Drive reported
her home was entered and a checkbook and
$7 in change was removed from a desk.
Police said a front window screen had been
removed to gain access to the premises.

Wednesday, June 10, Shakira
Hammonds, 31, of Linden was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana as the result
of a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near Westfield Avenue. Hammonds was
processed and released with a summons. A
July 2 court date was assigned.

Wednesday, June 10, a Summit Court
resident reported a person known to him
intentionally damaged his tennis racket
after a verbal dispute in Tamaques Park.

Wednesday, June 10, William Matias,
25, of Fanwood was arrested on a no-bail
Union County Sheriff’s warrant as the re-
sult of a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue near Crossway Place. He subsequently
was transported to the  sheriff’s office.

Friday, June 12, Emmanuel Baldwin,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on a no-bail
Union County Sheriff’s warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Livingston Street. Baldwin was held pend-
ing transport to the Union County jail.

Monday, June 15, Salvatore Fazio, 25, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Ridgefield Park traffic warrant in the amount
of $469 after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Vernon Place. He was later
released on his own recognizance per the
Ridgefield Park Municipal Court.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Yonkers,
N.Y. reported that she was scratched and her
motor vehicle was damaged during a dispute
at a residence on the 800 block of West North
Avenue. The 24-year-old victim, who did
not require medical attention, and the female
suspect are known to one another. No charges
had been filed at press time.

Monday, June 15, the managing agent
for a business located on the 100 block of
Quimby Street reported that the exterior
brick wall of the establishment was de-
faced with spray paint.

Monday, June 15, a resident of the 800
block of Knollwood Terrace reported the
theft of various pieces of jewelry from her
home, including a gold chain, a gold
bracelet, a pair of earrings, an engage-
ment ring and miscellaneous gold charms
for a bracelet. The exact value of the items
was to be determined. There were no
reported signs of forced entry.

Mountainside
Wednesday, June 10, Adeyemi O.

Adeniyi, 27, of Maplewood was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop for a
cracked windshield.

Wednesday, June 10, Mark Frederick,
46, of Linden was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop for obstruction of view.

Friday, June 12, a resident brought a
wallet into police headquarters that he
stated he found over a year ago on Route
22. According to police, he retrieved the
wallet and placed it with his property but
did not have an opportunity to turn it in
because he became ill shortly after find-
ing the wallet. The wallet contained an
FBI badge and FBI credentials matching
a private investigator who reported the
wallet missing in November of 2004.

Saturday, June 13, police responded to
a Route 22 gas station on a report of a
possible robbery. According to police,
the victim stated that a white or light
skinned black male, of medium build,
wearing dark pants, a dark jacket and a
knit cap approached him and put his arm
around him and asked him to give him all
his money. The victim gave the suspect
cash he had in his front shirt pocket and
the suspect ran away south on New Provi-
dence Road, police said. The victim re-
ported that he did not see a weapon and
there was no threat of a weapon, but
because of a strong language barrier, of-
ficers had difficulty obtaining additional
details of the incident, authorities reported.

Saturday, June 13, a resident of Wyoming
Drive reported that she has been receiving
harassing telephone calls in the morning, at
noon and in the early evening hours from a
private number. According to police, the
victim stated that when she answers the
phone, no one speaks and it sounds as if it is
a machine trying to make contact with an-
other machine. She was told to contact the
phone company for assistance.

Saturday, June 13, police responded to
a business on Route 22 on a report of
property damage. According to police,
when an employee of the business re-
turned to his motor vehicle, which was

parked in the lot, he noticed the passenger
side window was broken. Upon further
investigation, it was determined that land-
scaping company workers who had cut the
grass adjacent to the lot where the vehicle
was parked had kicked up a rock that broke
the window, police said. The landscaping
company was contacted and will deal di-
rectly with the victim, police reported.

Saturday, June 13, a resident reported
that someone made unauthorized pur-
chases to her mother’s credit card. Ac-
cording to police, the credit card com-
pany called the victim to report suspi-
cious activity on the card. The incident is
under investigation.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Ridge
Drive reported that someone caused $500
worth of damage to her mailbox.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 9, Kashira Slaughter,

23, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Tuesday, June 9, a resident of Forest
Road reported that someone withdrew
approximately $4,100 from his bank ac-
count without authorization. It is unknown
how the victim’s personal information
was obtained, police said.

Wednesday, June 10, a resident of
Debra Court reported that a co-worker
has been harassing her by calling and
texting her multiple times a day to ask her
out on a date, and when she tells him no,
he becomes angry, yells and cries.

Thursday, June 11, Kimberly
Klutkowski, 24, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and released.

Friday, June 12, Ricardo Viegas, 27, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, Tiffani Hoover, 33,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Sunday, June 14, Michael Tripet, 27,
of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, June 15, a resident of Michael
Lane reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed tools valued
at approximately $1,000.

Fanwood
Saturday, June 6, Michele Bemarest,

41, of Morristown was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of East Brunswick
after a motor vehicle top on Martine Av-
enue. She was processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Wayne Higgins, 42, of
Jersey City was arrested for an outstand-
ing Jersey City warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Brian Hennigan, 29, of
Somerville was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue. He was processed and released.

Sunday, June 7, Phillip Fladger, 38, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
providing police with false information
after a motor vehicle stop on George Street
in Plainfield. He was processed and re-
leased. Evonne Schwartz, 31, of Eliza-
beth, a passenger in the vehicle was ar-
rested and charged with providing police
with false information and an outstanding
warrants out of Elizabeth and Roselle. She
was processed and turned over to the county
jail for failure to make bail.

Tuesday, June 9, a resident of Shady
Lane reported that someone entered her
home and removed her purse. According
to police, there was no sign of forced
entry and the purse was later discovered
in Scotch Plains. It is unknown at this
time if anything was missing from the
purse, police reported.

Friday, June 12 Manuel E. Marinho,
31, of Avenel was arrested for an out-
standing Hillside warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Friday, June 12, Stan S. Chapman, 22, of
Hillside was arrested on numerous Hillside
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, an officer on patrol
noticed the rear window of a vehicle
belonging to a resident in the 100 block of
Arlene Street. After notifying the owner
it was determined that the window was
broken sometime between the hours of
12:30 and 10:30 a.m. Nothing was re-
ported missing at this time and the inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Saturday, June 13, Ronald A. Taylor,
51, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue for an
outstanding Highland Park warrant. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, June 13, LTD C. Hannah, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested after a field inves-
tigation in the 100 block of Herbert Avenue
for a Union County no-bail body warrant.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Saturday, June 13, at 2:42 a.m. officers
stopped a vehicle that was reported stolen
on Terrill Road. After stopping the ve-
hicle the driver fled the scene, police said.
According to police, the driver was iden-
tified prior to fleeing as a suspect wanted
for his alleged involvement in a burglary.

Monday, June 15, Zyykirrah M. Casado,
24, of North Plainfield was arrested for
numerous outstanding Fanwood warrants
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. She was processed and released.

Monday, June 15, George Nowicki,
4th, 29, of Union was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Watchung,
Kenilworth and Cranford after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and released.

ARCHERY…Members of the Cranford Rod and Gun Club help build Union
County’s new archery range at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

year cycles.
While the town had a nominal capi-

tal budget last year, it introduced a
capital improvement plan that will
spend $1.3 million over the next two
years on road improvements and
equipment purchasing while paying
back roughly $1.94 million during
that time period.

Mr. Caruana explained how debt
had ballooned from $7.7 million in
2001 to a peak level of $18.7 million
in 2007. In 2008, Mr. Caruana said
his committee, through cooperation
with department heads, made a con-
certed effort to reduce debt in subse-
quent years and not allow it to rise
above the $18.7-million figure.

The debt-management strategy, ac-
cording to the lame-duck councilman
who will not seek re-election in the fall,
is meant as a “guide” to future councils.

Ideally, Mr. Caruana said, he envi-
sions that during a given two-year
cycle, the town’s capital expenditures
will be 50 percent of the debt repay-
ment during that same time frame.

If the council wishes to knock off
$2 million in long-term debt over a
span, the town’s capital budget should
not exceed $1 million for that time

frame.
“We have seen the pitfalls of long-

term debt and how debt should be
managed,” Mr. Caruana said. “We
recognized the need to take a macro
view of our strategic debt plan.”

Mr. Haas commended Mr. Caruana
for his efforts, saying “Debt is one of
the few things we can control.”

In other business, Sherry Cronin,
executive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), re-
vealed that the schedule for Tuesday
night Jazz will be extended one week
to coincide with the Westfield in
Bloom venture, which engages the
Westfield community in a town-wide
beautification program. Westfield is
vying in its subset against three other
towns nationwide.

Downtown jazz will be heard every
Tuesday from July 7 to September 1
between 7 and 9 p.m.

On July 7, the town will host
Westfield In Bloom. The Westfield
Inn has agreed to provide compli-
mentary lodging to judges, who will
be treated to a special reception and
jazz concert.

See page 2 for further meeting cov-
erage.
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Garwood Board Tables
Vote on Master Plan

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough’s plan-
ning board tabled a vote on the new mas-
ter plan after board members asked for
revisions to the language of the document
last Wednesday night.

Board members had earlier asked Ja-
son Kasler, who prepared the master plan,
to add elements prior to final adoption.
The items include corrections to the street
maps and language promoting renewable
energy, recycling and the need for open
space and community facilities.

“I would just like to see that the word-
ing that we asked for is in there,” board
chairman Bob Pender said.

Mr. Kasler, a professional planner, pre-
sented highlights of the plan. The area
near the Casale property on South Av-
enue and Center Street was said to be
attractive as a “Transit Oriented Devel-
opment District.” He also suggested that
the area around the former Paper Board
Company would qualify as an “area in
need of redevelopment.”

The next meeting of the planning board
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 24, at
7:30 p.m. A copy of the master plan is
available at garwood.org.

Avalon Bay Developer
Discusses Roselle Park Suit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ROSELLE PARK — Ron Ladell, vice-
president for Avalon Bay, a 215-rental
apartment development proposed to be
built along West Westfield Avenue,  sat
down with The Westfield Leader last week
to discuss what he felt were “inaccura-
cies” and “bias” in a previous article
regarding the proposed development and
Avalon Bay’s “builder’s remedy” law-
suit in Roselle Park. While a “gag order”
remains in effect, Mr. Ladell stated that
he received permission from Special Mas-
ter Betsy McKenzie for the meeting.

Mr. Ladell stated that he felt that while
the previous article (published in the May
28 issue) did say that some residents at the
meeting did speak in favor of the develop-
ment and Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT), none of those people were quoted in
the article. He also clarified that PILOTs
would be made from a percentage of all
revenue generated through rents and fees
regardless of Avalon Bay’s profits.

During the May 26 meeting in Roselle
Park, Mr. Ladell began interjecting and
became agitated by comments by Roselle
Park resident Joseph Accardi. During the
exchange, Mr. Accardi made a statement
regarding the number of special needs
students that could potentially move into
the new development because  they could

qualify for the “affordable housing” units
within the complex. Mr. Ladell said he
felt this statement was “discriminatory”
and that Avalon Bay “think(s) there should
be a commitment made to provide afford-
able housing in New Jersey.”

Mr. Ladell said Avalon Bay has three
developments where it makes PILOTs; two
in Jersey City and one in Aberdeen. He feels
that the public should have confidence in
having Avalon Bay develop in Roselle Park
because it is a publicly traded company,
which is “transparent” and can be researched.

Mr. Ladell stated that Avalon Bay wants
to provide a “new gateway” for Roselle
Park and “we believe we can jumpstart
the downtown economy.” He said while
he understands the concerns of Roselle
Park residents over the PILOTs, the pay-
ments have the potential to “increase more
than taxes over 30 years.”

He also explained that if Avalon Bay
were to go bankrupt, or the sub-corpora-
tion created for the project were to de-
fault, the Borough of Roselle Park would
have a lien on the property, which would
not be dischargeable in a bankruptcy.

A joint meeting of the Borough Plan-
ning Board and Borough Council will be
held Monday, June 22, at 6:30 p.m. A
vote will take place at this meeting to
decide whether or not to accept the pro-
posed settlement or continue the lawsuit.

A call to Ms. McKenzie was not re-
turned as of press time.


