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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY SUPPORT...Bill Brennan, Democratic candidate for Westfield mayor,
introduces his wife, Cathy, and their three children, Nick, Kate and Natalie, during
a fundraiser at the home of JT and Jerri Tanella on Birch Avenue last Sunday.

County to Expand Operations and
Fees for Towing, Storing Vehicles

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union is moving ahead with plans to
collect half of all fees, estimated at
$100,000 per year, associated with
towing and impounding of vehicles
from county roads and facilities. Cur-
rently, towers keep 100 percent of
fees collected for towing and im-
pounding vehicles.

The county is also considering us-
ing existing county land to store im-
pounded vehicles, although no final
determination has been made, accord-
ing to county officials.

The county freeholders approved
an ordinance in February for the new
towing rates. The towing of vehicles
of up to 6,000 pounds now costs $150
along with $35 per day for impound-
ing; vehicles between 6,000 and
26,000 pounds cost $175 for towing
plus another $50 per day for storage,
and vehicles 26,000 pounds cost and
over the owner $325 in towing fees
for a single unit or $450 for a combi-
nation unit plus $100 per day for
impounding. The fees are either
double or even triple of what was
previously charged by the county.

“We are moving forward with the
idea that this would probably be, at
this point, more cost effective to share
revenues,” Sebastian D’Elia, county
spokesperson, said.

In addition, the county ordinance
raised license fees for towing compa-
nies contracting with the county. Ap-
plication fees were increased from
$150 to $350. Licenses were hiked
from $500 to $1,500 for one license,
$2,225 for two licenses and $3,000
for three licenses. Towing operators

will now be charged for up to three
licenses as part of new towing zones
that have been created.

Zone one includes Plainfield,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Garwood, Cranford and Roselle Park;
zone two includes Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, Mountainside, Sum-
mit, Springfield, Union and
Kenilworth, and zone three consists
of Rahway, Linden, Winfield, Clark,
Roselle, Hillside and Elizabeth.

The fees reflect two-year contracts
instead of the previous annual agree-
ments. All towers are placed on
weekly rotational shifts.

Mike Brennan, director of park
maintenance, told The Westfield
Leader that the county has not re-
ceived any revenues from towing up
to now, only from summonses col-
lected by the county police depart-
ment, which is based in Westfield.

“It was between the tower and the
person who went to pick up their car
later,” Mr. Brennan said. “And that
will still be the case. We have raised
the fees and will receive a percent-
age, 50 percent, of those fees.”

When asked if the change would
impact the revenue for private towing
companies, Mr. Brennan said county-
towing fees “hadn’t been raised in
many years.”

“Even with the sharing of fees, the
towers will still be making out,” Mr.
Brennan said.

“We will continue to do what we
have always done with regard to tow-
ing,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting that the
only change will be the county now
receiving a share of revenue collected
from towing vehicles.

The county is currently in the pro-
cess of certifying towing companies

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
BUS STOP...Residents on Lawrence Avenue in Westfield last week are curious as
a New York City bus arrives in the neighborhood. The bus was used as a prop for
the filming of a Comcast commercial at the adjacent home.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PARADE OF THE CENTURY...Young students join in the parade with parents,
teachers and politicians last Saturday celebrating the 100th anniversary of
McKinley Elementary School in Westfield. See story on page 8.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
MESS...On Tuesday, an accident occurred at noon on South Avenue at the Hetfield Bridge in Scotch Plains where an over-
sized truck hauling a 250,000-pound piece of G.E. heavy equipment turned over. Fire and police personnel were quickly on
the scene and traffic was diverted for most of the day. No injuries were reported.

WF Planning Bd. Approves
Seneca Place Subdivision
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board on Monday approved,
with conditions, by a vote of 4-2, to
subdivide a property at 254 Seneca
Place in an RS-6 zone and build two
single-family homes.

This application was before the
board back in 2005, when the board
denied the application after neigh-
bors voiced their opposition and the
board was not in favor of the
applicant’s plan to add a rural lane as
an extension of Coleman Place where
the lot intersects. The property lies at
the end of Coleman Place where it
dead-ends and the applicant proposed
extending the street for driveway ac-
cess.

After the board’s denial, the appli-
cant, Joseph Buontempo and Jean
Genevich, took the board to state
Superior Court and won in 2006, with
Judge Walter Barisonek stating, “the
actions of the planning board were
arbitrary and unreasonable.”

The board’s conditions, as drafted
in a letter dated Monday, June 15,
specify that the applicant pay back
taxes from the last three quarters of
2008 and the first two quarters of
2009; receive approval by the town of
the construction improvement cost
estimate as the last estimate was pre-
pared January 2007 and the town
would have to determine if the prices
accurately reflect the current costs of
improvement, as well as have the
town engineer sign off on the perfor-
mance guarantee; enter into a
developer’s agreement with the town
council regarding the installation of
public improvements; post a monu-
ment bond for the placement of monu-
ments, or the verification that the

monuments have been set, and have
landscaping approved by the site plan
review committee.

Richard Cohen, the applicant’s at-
torney, said there were no objections
to the conditions in the letter. Also a
condition was a description of the
easements for each lot was required
as part of the agreement.

The new plans show a drainage
easement to “relieve” the backyard
flooding issues “to a certain extent”
said Robert Newell, acting chair of
the board, that would drain to the
street and dump into the sewer.

Another five-foot wide conserva-
tion easement along Coleman Place
provides a buffer so the extension to
the street cannot ever have an oppor-
tunity to extend to Forest Avenue,
where an apartment complex sits,
and cause additional traffic.

Mr. Newell said the house designs
were reviewed by the site plan review
committee and approved and could
not be changed by the board.

Francis Smith, a board member,
who voted to deny the application,
asked why the house was designed to
have a front-facing garage, a design
element that is against the master
plan. Mr. Newell said since it is in an
R-6 zone and the lot is less than 60
feet there is no room for a side ga-
rage.

Mr. Smith also mentioned that the
garage looks to be flush with the
front door. Then councilman Jim
Foerst, a board member who also
voted against the application, piped
in saying that the master plan desig-
nates a two-foot offset from the front
door, so the door sits forward of the
garage.

Town Planner Bill Drew, a voting
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Secretary of Education Due
Monday at Fanwood Library

Arne Duncan

FANWOOD – Arne Duncan, the
United States Secretary of Educa-
tion, will visit the Fanwood Me-
morial Library on Monday, June
22, at 2 p.m. to cel-
ebrate libraries’ sup-
port of the “Summer
of Service.” This is a
volunteer initiative
that will run from June
22 to September 11,
2009.

On April 21, Presi-
dent Barack Obama
signed the Edward M.
Kennedy Serve
America Act
(serve.gov), an expan-
sion of opportunities
for all Americans to
serve their communi-
ties and their country.

In partnership with the White
House and the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service
(nationalservice.gov/), the library
will serve as a center for commu-
nity involvement and a source of
information on volunteer opportu-
nities.

The American Library Associa-
tion also will provide tips and re-
sources for volunteer ideas, best
practices and ways to contribute
one’s own information, ideas and
stories, all of which can be ac-
cessed at ala.org/summerofservice.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
said, “We welcome Secretary
Duncan and are proud to showcase
Fanwood, which has always had a

strong track record
of volunteerism.
One of the many
reasons that
Fanwood is a great
place to live and
raise your family is
that we are a place
where neighbor
helps neighbor. It’s
a great way to feel
good about your-
self and to give
back to the com-
munity you live
in.”

During his visit,
Secretary Duncan

will read to a group of children and
help the library kick off its Sum-
mer Reading activities registration
drive. This year’s theme is “Get
Creative @ Your Library.”

The public is invited to participate
in welcoming Secretary Duncan to
New Jersey, celebrate reading, pro-
mote volunteerism and kick off the
library’s summer programs.

The Fanwood Library is located
at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information and to
register for the summer activities,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.
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Garwood Opts Not to Shut
School for 2009-2010 Year

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education announced on
Tuesday that it would not move the
Washington School to “off-line” sta-
tus, a move that would have closed
the school for the 2009-2010 school
year.

The board made the announcement,
which drew applause from many of
the residents in attendance, after re-
turning from a 25-minute executive
session, which began Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

The board had announced in May
that it was considering moving the
school, which serves the board’s pre-
kindergarten, kindergarten and pre-
kindergarten disabled students, “off-
line” as of September. Officials esti-
mated the plan would save $120,000
and could generate additional rev-
enue through renting the building.
Ultimately, the board said the public
opposition to the plan led to its deci-
sion against “off-lining” for the com-
ing school year,  though it did not rule
out the possibility of doing so for a

later school year.
“We asked for community input. It

was a method of saving money for the
district,” Board President Adele Lewis
said. “We heard what the residents
said, that they felt that it was too
rushed, and we’re honoring that.”

The board still faces a $400,000-
deficit for the 2010-2011 school year,
officials said. Ms. Lewis said the board
is considering alternative plans to in-
crease revenue, including charging
tuition for pre-kindergarten in the
coming year.

“Education in Garwood has to
change,” Ms. Lewis said. “We cannot
continue with the status quo because
we cannot afford it, and we hope the
public will be part of these difficult
decisions.”

Resident Gina Manning, who said
she has four children in the school
system, including two with special
needs, had distributed flyers to bor-
ough homes last week to encourage
attendance.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, residents contin-

Westfield Council Adopts $40-Mil.
Budget, 6–2, along Party Lines

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
adopted its 2009 municipal budget of
$39.65 million by a 6-2 vote on Tues-
day night, representing a $1.77 mil-
lion or 4.69 percent increase, in spend-
ing over last year.

With Mayor Andy Skibitsky in
Germany on business, Acting Mayor
Mark Ciarrocca presided over the
meeting, which included a lengthy
debate on the merits of establishing
an environmental commission and
discussion on the impact of NJ
Transit’s tunnel project.

The budget was adopted along party
lines; Democrats David Haas, who

serves on the Finance Policy Com-
mittee, and Tom Bigosinski, repre-
senting wards 3 and 4, respectively,
voted against the budget’s adoption
due to the town’s policy of enrolling
part-time employees in the pension
system and the lack of public bidding
for certain contracts.

Both council members also voted
against the budget’s introduction in
April. At that time, Mr. Bigosinski
said perpetuating a system of offer-
ing pension credits to part-time em-
ployees “exacerbates an already-bro-
ken system and calls into question the
integrity of the whole process.”

Despite the budget’s inclusion of a
3.5 percent reduction in town person-

nel, First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana had said earlier in the budget
cycle that the town is “compelled” to
consider additional employee layoffs
in 2009 and the elimination of posi-
tions in “every area of our workforce.”

Wage increases for the four collec-
tive bargaining agreements (CBAs)
were originally slated at $665,000;
however, they were pared down to
$216,000 after six full-time and two
part-time positions were chopped and
two full-time positions were reduced
to part-time.

The council had endorsed a pro-
posal asking all employees under
CBAs to consider waiving compen-
sation for their first two vacation days
in 2009; that proposal fell on deaf
ears, as all four major unions in town
rejected the voluntary request.

Due to increases in taxable ratables,
through new construction and prop-
erty improvements, the average
Westfield home assessed at $184,600
will incur a 5.5 percent increase,
amounting to a $127 hike in Westfield
municipal government taxes.

Nearly 60 percent of the budget
will be funded through a property tax
levy of $23.4 million. State aid ($4
million) makes up another 10 percent
slice of the budget pie. Mr. Caruana
said the town incurred a “significant”
drop off in state aid, which plum-
meted $316,000 this year.

Another 12 percent of the overall
budget will be funded through use of
$4.8 million of the surplus, which Mr.
Caruana has said is “declining at a
rapid pace.”

Statutory (required) expenses are
up $1.45 million, a 10.14 percentage
increase over 2008. When broken
down, the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) assessment, up
over $1 million, accounts for more
than 70 percent of the statutory ex-
penditure increase.

The town’s contribution to the Pub-
lic Employees’ Retirement System
(PERS) rose by $144,000 in 2009.
The library, funded through a state
formula, will see a $60,000 increase
in 2009.

Mr. Ciarrocca read comments sub-
mitted by Mayor Skibitsky. The mayor
wrote that, “The 2009 budget is a
responsible budget, and we will con-
tinue to work to reduce costs where
possible. Like in past years, most of
the increase in this year’s budget is
due to items that are out of the
council’s control...the budget process
never stops, and we are already plan-
ning for 2010, which will be as diffi-
cult as 2009.”

Later in the meeting, the council
unanimously endorsed a debt-man-
agement strategy, at the behest of Mr.
Caruana, that allows the town to con-
tinue the process of paying down its
debt while funding capital improve-
ments in the area of public works.

Last week, the council went along
with a plan whereby the town will
make capital improvements in two-
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