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Box Office:  908.232.1221  is now open for the concert

All shows Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8PM
Season subscription is $50

for all 4 shows !
Dates & times subject to change

Imagine That !
A children’s concert

featuring award winning
Singer Songwriter Kenny Woods

Sat. June 13 - 2 shows
11AM & 1PM

All Tickets $10

Suitable for Pre-K to 8 years old
All children must be accompanied

by an adult

Our 75th Anniversary season ! 
2009 – 2010    “Laughs & Drama”

Show 1 – “Don’t Drink the Water” by
Woody Allen, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 18, 23, 24

Show 2 – “The Second Time Around” by 
Henry Denker,  Jan. 9, 16, 17, 22, 23

Show 3 – “Dial M for Murder” by
Frederick Knott,  Mar. 6, 13, 14, 20, 26, 27

Show 4 – “Caught in the Net” by
Ray Cooney,  May 8, 15, 16, 21, 22

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 29th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties 

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
I’VE GOT RHYTHM. I’VE GOT MUSIC...Angela Johnson and DJ Spinna perform at the Rhythm and Blues by the Brook Music Festival at Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield last Saturday, June 6. The headliners included Grandmaster Flash and
Ashford & Simpson. Last year’s festival marked one of Isaac Hayes’ final concerts before his death in August. The festival kicks off a summer of music in Union County, which culminates with MusicFest in September.

MusicFest to
Take Place

At Oak Ridge
CLARK – MusicFest is scheduled

for September 12 and 13 at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark, a change from the
previous location of Nomahegan Park
in Cranford. A carnival will also be at
Oak Ridge from September 10 to
September 13.

Performing artists confirmed for
Saturday so far include Fastball,
The Alarm and Cy Curnin of The
Fixx. Confirmed for Sunday are The
1910 Fruitgum Company, Glenn
Tillbrook and the Fluffers, Gin Blos-
soms, Tonic and They Might Be
Giants, who will play two sets, the
first of which will concentrate on
their Grammy Award-winning
children’s music.

“MusicFest is Union County’s up-
dated, up-beat version of that great
American tradition, the county fair,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “It’s a free public gather-
ing for one and all to enjoy. With a
walkathon and a 5k run to raise money
to fight cancer, MusicFest connects
our little corner of the world with
people and communities far beyond
our borders.”

The Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubi-
lee returns with a full slate of children’s
activities including moonwalks, crafts
and kid-friendly performers, all free
or affordably priced. Parents can spread
a blanket out on the grass and relax
while children of all ages explore the
sights and sounds.

A laser tag course will be part of
the fun, and to the delight of young
BMX fans all over Union County, the
Hell on Wheels riders will show off
their heart-stopping stunts with free
performances.

One brand new addition to
MusicFest this year is a full-scale
carnival, complete with a Ferris wheel
and many other popular rides. Doz-
ens of food stands, sponsor booths
and vendors round out the festivities.

Raising funds to fight cancer will
be the heart of MusicFest, with the
Rock On! Walkathon and the 5k Rock
‘n’ Run, in partnership with the Love,
Hope, Strength Foundation. Proceeds
will also go to benefit the Valerie
Fund.

“We’re pleased to offer MusicFest
at Oak Ridge Park this year, which
will provide the public with more
entertainment, more room to walk
around and view the performances,
and easier access including handi-
capped access,” said Mr. Mirabella.

“The use of Oak Ridge enabled us
to bring in the carnival, expand the
parking concession and increase the
space for vendors,” he added. “That
brings more revenue, and we can con-
tinue to offer free music and afford-
able entertainment for everyone.”

Free off-site parking and a free
shuttle will be available. MusicFest’s
official hotel, Crowne Plaza Hotel,
will also offer discounted rooms and
a free shuttle.

The music kicks off at 8 a.m. and
lasts until 10 p.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12. On Sunday, September
13, the music starts up at noon and
goes to 8 p.m.

Kids Kingdom will be open from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and
from noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

The carnival will be open from 5 to
10 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Sep-
tember 10 and 11, from 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. on September 12 and from noon
to 8 p.m. on September 13.

For event details, visit
ucmusicfest.com. More information
and updates will be available soon.

Local Cyclists to Bike PMC
To Benefit Cancer Research
Jay’s Cycle to Host Charity Auction

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Six local resi-
dents are preparing to participate in
the 2009 Pan-Massachusetts Chal-
lenge (PMC), the world’s largest
charity bike-a-thon, held annually
each summer to benefit cancer re-
search and treatment. This Satur-
day, June 13, at 7 p.m., Jay’s Cycle
Center at 227 North Avenue in
Westfield will host a charity auc-
tion to benefit the PMC.

To participate in the PMC, cy-
clists will choose from seven routes
woven through 46 towns in Massa-
chusetts and must raise between
$1,000 and $4,200 each, depending
on their selection.

Westfield resident Ed Gallagher
is captain for the Westfield-based
team, which additionally consists
of Ed Carr, Tony Cook, Joe Gatchko,
Arch Knisely and Mark Otto.

They’ve chosen the two-day, 190-
mile route from Sturbridge to
Provincetown on August 1 and 2.

Mr. Cook said his personal goal is
to raise $15,000 for the PMC, which
donates 100 percent of all funds
raised by riders directly to The
Jimmy Fund, a division of the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

While Mr. Cook has been involved
in other philanthropic efforts such
as co-chairing the Westfield Area

YMCA’s annual Strong Kids Cam-
paign and being on the board of
trustees at the Westfield Founda-
tion, he will participate in the PMC
for the first time.

Mr. Gallagher, who will bicycle the
PMC for the 10th time, invited Mr.
Cook to join his team this year. The
two had become friends as part of a
core group from Jay’s Cycle Center
that regularly rides approximately 50
to 100 miles together weekly.

Like most of the PMC cyclists,
each has had friends and family
members stricken with cancer and
will ride in honor of them.

Mr. Gallagher said he began par-
ticipating after his sister was diag-
nosed with breast cancer at age 40
and had just begun chemotherapy
and radiation treatments.

“My brother lives along the route,
and we get my mom to come up, so
it’s become this family event and

one big team effort,” Mr. Gallagher
said. “And the model the PMC has
is very efficient financially, so it’s
something you want to come back
to each year.”

Mr. Cook said he would ride for
his dad and paternal grandfather,
who both died of lung cancer, as
well as an uncle who died from a
brain tumor. He willl also bike for
his wife’s parents, who have both
fought multiple cancers, and many

others.
“I’m riding for my friend, Matt,

who is battling terminal lung can-
cer and never smoked,” Mr. Cook
said. “There’s at least another 25
people on my list, and I’ll be carry-
ing all their names on a piece of
paper that day.”

Mr. Gallagher described the PMC
as “fairly hilly,” but nothing he and
the five other riders aren’t accus-
tomed to attempting successfully.

“The cycling is the easy part,”
Mr. Cook said. “The hard part is
raising as much money as we can
for this worthy cause.”

They are hoping the wine recep-
tion and charity auction at Jay’s
Cycle Center this Saturday will help
in that regard.

Geoff Clark, manager of Jay’s
Cycle Center, said the establish-
ment plans to donate items such as
a bicycle, team jerseys, sponsor-
embroidered jackets and limited-
edition items for the auction.

Mr. Clark’s step-mother passed
away from lung cancer a few years
ago, inspiring him to take his own
cross-country ride to raise money
for cancer research.

“There are a number of riders we
train with who are now going
through treatments for melanoma
and prostate cancer,” Mr. Clark said.
“It’s never something that’s far from
our minds; that’s for sure.”

A “marquee” item for auction is
the opportunity to ring the opening
bell at the New York Stock Ex-
change on July 31, when the team
will make a stop there before head-
ing up to Mass. to begin the PMC.

Other items include tickets to
sporting events, vintage wines from
private collections, gift baskets and
gift certificates to various estab-
lishments.

Many local merchants, restaurants
and organizations have donated in-
cluding Feast Catering, Mario’s Deli,
Sorrento’s, Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe,
Adlers Jewelers, Xocolatz,
Christoffers Flowers, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, the Westfield
Area “Y,” the Jolley Trolley, Ferraros,
Cosimos and Aqua Viva.

“It’s going to be a really fun
evening,” Mr. Clark said. “It’s a fan-
tastic cause and a great way to show
support for the cycling community.”

For more information about this
Saturday’s event, contact Mr. Clark
at (908) 232-3250.

Community Players
Welcome Kenny Woods

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) concludes its
2008-2009 season with a children’s
concert featuring award-winning
singer- songwriter Kenny Woods.
Suitable for children in Pre-K through
age 8, there will be two shows on
Saturday, June 13, at 11 a.m. and 1
p.m.

All tickets are $10 at the theater,
located at 1000 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield. All children must be
accompanied by an adult.

2007’s Los Angeles Music Award
Winner for Best Children’s Music,
Mr. Woods lights up children and
adults alike with original award-win-
ning songs, poems and stories. Kids
also enjoy his Snickers and “Ameri-

can Idol” contest jingles, which were
broadcast to hundreds of thousands
of viewers as national top-10 finalist
entries.

Mr. Woods has been featured in
The Star-Ledger, Independent Press,
CW11 Morning News and by PBS in
2008 on WNJN’s Classroom Close-
up.

All reservations must be prepaid;
checks, at $10, should be sent to
Westfield Community Players, noting
the number of tickets and time of the
performance one wishes to attend.

All proceeds will benefit Westfield
Community Players, now in its 74th
consecutive year of presenting, live,
community-based theater for
Westfield and the surrounding towns.

International Flair Signals
Finale of the WSO Season

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For the finale of its
spectacular 26th season, Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) joined
forces with guest choirs — Liverpool
Welsh Choral Union from England
and the Pro Art Chorale from Bergen
County — to perform Giuseppe
Verdi’s Requiem on Saturday, May
30. Soloists Eun-Hee Kim, soprano,
Yoonsoo Shin, tenor, Elise Quagliata,
mezzo-soprano and Patrick
Blackwell, bass-baritone, rounded out
the vocal offerings.

It has been argued through the years
by church officials and musicians that
Verdi’s piece is not really a sacred
work although it follows the basic
elements of the mass. They compare
it more to “an opera posing as a mass.”
For WSO, it served as an exquisite
musical vehicle to display its exper-
tise under the baton of its talented
Music Director David Wroe.

The Mass was written originally in
homage to Italian opera composer
Gioacchino Rossini and then amended
to laud Italian poet Alessandro
Manzoni. A memorial concert work,
the Westfield performance was dedi-
cated to and titled the “Joseph P.
DeAlessandro Memorial Concert” –
in tribute to a man who was, in the
words of WSO President Mark Fleder,
“a very dear friend [and] ambassador
for this orchestra.”

The majestic setting of the Presby-
terian Church of Westfield provided
the perfect venue with the choirs
seated in the two arms of the balcony.

The choirs opened the evening with
a soaring, inspiring version of the
Welsh National Anthem and the
American National Anthem.

Muted strings set the stage for the
choruses’ “petition of eternal light
for the deceased” in the opening of
the Requiem segment. Imprecise cut-

offs of the choruses marred the beauty
of the opening, but in minutes, Mae-
stro Wroe carefully reined in the
tempo and masterfully molded the
choruses into one.

Soprano Ms. Kim, who earned a
bachelor’s degree in Korea, a master’s
from Manhattan School of Music and
a doctorate in Music at the University
of Maryland, repeatedly sipped
bottled water. She forced high notes
and, at times, was not able to control
some of the difficult runs.

WSO President Fleder explained
the problem after intermission. “Ms.
Kim has been suffering from laryngi-
tis during the last week,” he said, “but
she wants to continue the performance
tonight, asking for your indulgence.”

The mystery of her inconsistent
vocals caused applause from the sym-
pathetic audience, who understood
any performer’s famous creed, “The
show must go on.”

The most impressive vocal por-
tion, in the Dies Irae segment, came
with the dramatic choruses singing
the “Dies irae, dies illa solvet
saechaum in favilla”… translated,
“Day of wrath, that day the world will
dissolve in ashes….”

Mr. Wroe’s masterful baton seemed
to cast a magic bolt as he cued the
powerful tympani of James Musto and
bass drum of Barry Centanni. That
segment provided some of the night’s
most memorable moments with ham-
mer-like percussion blows that, ac-
cording to the program notes, were
part of Verdi’s original instructions.

“The composer directs that the bass
drum be stretched very tight, so that
its offbeat strokes will sound short
and powerful,” the program read.
Powerful they were. Adding to that
movement were the impressive bass,
dramatic tenor and exquisite mezzo-
soprano solos that blended intermit-

MASS.TERS OF THEIR DOMAIN...This August, six local cyclists will partici-
pate in the Pan-Mass. Challenge, the world’s largest bicycle fundraiser, which
raised over $35 million for cancer in 2008. A charity auction and wine reception
to benefit the 2009 PMC will be held this Saturday, June 13, at Jay’s Cycle Center
in Westfield. Pictured left to right are Ed Gallagher, Joe Gachko, Tony Cook,
Arch Knisely and Ed Carr. Not pictured, Mark Otto.
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