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tently with the choruses.
In the Sanctus segment, the chorus

divided into eight parts and lifted
their marvelous voices to the stun-
ning, triumphant Hosanna in excelsis!
(“Hosanna in the highest!”)

The Agnus Dei section, with so-
prano and mezzo that sing the melody
an octave apart, was accompanied by
an especially memorable flute ac-
companiment by Helen Campo and

Svjetlana Kaabalin.
With the concluding Libera Me,

(“deliver me”) the closing words of a
traditional Mass for the Dead, the
drums combined once again with the
dramatic choruses to bring the night to
a thrilling close. Despite forgivable
flaws in this concert, one could see
why the NJ State Council on the Arts
honored WSO with a Citation of Ex-
cellence for its third consecutive year.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Drag Me to Hell: How About I
Just Direct you to a Movie?

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Skip this column’s usual preface to
a horror movie review. You know,
wherein I agonize over why one would
pay to be petrified. Also never mind
my perfunctory avowal about being
beside the point since this is the one
genre tended to by its very own crit-
ics. If you’re of a mind, or even half a
mind, Drag Me to Hell does have its
whimsical pull.

Director Sam Raimi, who makes
Spider-Man films when he’s not lurk-
ing around some cinematic cauldron
of foreboding, puts together here a
rather neat exercise in fright- mon-
gering. A virtual panoply of the
phylum’s most effective feints, strata-
gems and ruses, only the cat on the
sill and the suddenly snapped win-
dow shade are not in attendance.

Which means there are plenty of
surprises, scares and revulsion for
those who enjoy either fending off or
becoming totally overwhelmed by
such fare. Pity is, this tale about a
comely loan officer (Alison Lohman)
cursed by the elderly woman (Lorna
Raver) whose mortgage she opts not
to extend eventually runs out of curdle
and bane.

However, up until Mr. Raimi’s en-
cyclopedic bag of tricks goes into
recycle mode there’s no whistling
by the graveyard. Running is more
like it. Particularly fine variations on
the customary characterizations add
to the plot’s rather effective slither.
Alison Lohman is super as the vic-
tim. But ‘tis Lorna Raver’s villain
who wreaks the award-worthy
venom.

She is Mrs. Ganush…at first just a
pitiful old hag who doubtlessly
wouldn’t get a passing grade in health
habits. Hobbling from her jalopy to
loan officer Lohman’s desk, babushka
in place and vulture eye from “The
Tell-Tale Heart” glaring, her albeit
upsetting grotesqueness must com-
mand sympathy.

Yeah, and that’s the way Miss
Lohman’s Christine Brown, a farm
girl at heart, normally would have
played it. But she’d sure like to land
that assistant manager position that
recently became vacant. Alas, her
boss, glibly etched by David Paymer,
has hinted that the more aggressive
Stu Rubin (Reggie Lee) is currently
the frontrunner.

It’s a mainstay of the ilk. We want,
and want badly, and must therefore
be punished beyond our worst imag-
ined fears. The powers unleashed
when doth we dare to desire what the
fates feel we don’t deserve (i.e., Janet
Leigh’s Marion Crane in Psycho) dis-
dain any notion of fairness. Plainly,
you wanted it, and now you’re gonna
get it.

Yet, as the portents and omens un-
ravel, we certainly no longer feel sorry
for Mrs. Ganush. Come to think of it,
the decrepit witch is disgusting. Yecch,
remember what she did at the desk
with her viscously grimy dentures?
No more popcorn for me, please. Now
having shifted into scorned gear, her
retributive passions dumbfound.

At the very least this will ruin
Christine’s weekend. Gee, and she
had such nice plans to go up to her
rich, college professor boyfriend’s
cabin. Of course his hardly enthralled
Mater and Pater had so hoped for
someone with a better Dunn and
Bradstreet for their little prince.

Oh, so what? Young Clay Dalton,
proficiently portrayed by Justin Long,
loves her and that’s all that counts.
Well, that and surviving Mrs.
Ganush’s hell-bent vengeance. The
first foray comes in the dimly lighted,
creepy-to-begin-with parking garage.
What a row. It’s a keeper. Acquitting
herself nicely, Miss Lohman’s terror
quarry shows her stuff.

Putting us at seat’s edge, it goes
touch and go longer than most of
Drag Me to Hell’s contemporary
counterparts can boast. But after about
six good innings director Raimi, hav-
ing shown all his pitches, starts to
give away his delivery. The beer gets
warm, the hot dogs cold. Still, we
want to see who wins.

Attempting to invigorate matters is
a sub-plot concerning a supposed
soothsayer, Rham Jas (Dileep Rao),
whom the desperate Christine con-
sults to explicate and hopefully cast
out the curse. But, this is more murky
than intriguing, and doesn’t really get
curious until the seer says he needs
$10G to take it to the next level – his
friend the fortuneteller.

Hmm. Sort of like the doctor pass-
ing you around to all her specialist
pals. Because, as Jimmy Durante so
succinctly put it, “Everybody wants
to get into the act.” Like Christine, we
kind of thought that oracles and voo-
dooists would be more interested in
locks of hair, firstborns and maybe a
potion recipe…but not mere, worldly
money.

In any case, sans great gimmick the
film is doomed by an inherent flaw.
You see, Dr. Von Helsing, to recruit
non-believers your horror film must
convince that true evil exists, beyond
the movie. Hence, unlike with
Rosemary’s Baby (1968) or The Ex-
orcist (1973), only the “scare-me,
scare-me” crowd will find Drag Me
to Hell Heaven-sent.

* * *
Drag Me to Hell, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed
by Sam Raimi and stars Alison
Lohman, Lorna Raver and Justin
Long. Running time: 99 minutes.
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Hats off to the Class of 2009

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On June 22,
Westfield High School will be gradu-
ating the class of 2009. My third and
final son will be
among the ap-
proximately 450
graduates.

My emotions
are a mix of joy,
disbelief and a bit
of grief. It seems
like only yester-
day, he was anx-
iously going off to
his first day of kin-
dergarten. Be-
cause this is my
last child, it is without a doubt the
most difficult transition.

For many parents like myself, we
will be teary-eyed watching our chil-
dren, clad in cap and gown, walking
slowing down the aisle to receive
their diplomas as Pomp and Circum-
stance plays. It is the end of a hectic-
yet-rewarding chapter in our lives.

But, graduation is not an ending; it
is a beginning. These young men and
women are merely transitioning to
the next stage. That is why the gradu-
ation ceremony is called a commence-
ment, not a conclusion.

So, if my son is just beginning his
life’s journey, why then does it feel
like an ending? For me, it is. It is the
end of his childhood and adolescence
and the end of my child-rearing days.

We are never truly done raising our
children, but the daily tasks of the
past 18 years are over. There will be
no more homework, field trips, report
cards, lip syncs, back-to-school
nights, parent–teacher conferences,
PTO meetings, etc.

It’s a time to acknowledge our
children’s accomplishment. So, we
throw them parties to celebrate their
accomplishments, joy, hope and an-
ticipation. They are becoming young
adults and moving on to new and
exciting experiences.

So, let’s get to the crux of the mat-
ter. What are some great party dishes
to serve at these celebrations? Though
the event is about gathering family
and friends together to bestow their
good wishes, food is always an im-
portant component of any good party.

Like the class of 2009, one of our
well-respected, trusty guidance coun-
selors is also moving on. Sadly for
Westfield High School, James
Moriarty will be retiring after nine
years of quality, dedicated work. He
has skillfully guided all three of my
sons through the college-application
process.

He has shared one of his favorite
party hors d’oeuvres. It is a nice way
to remember Mr. Moriarty for all the
caring help he has provided to many
students. The ingredients in his Black
Bean Salsa blend together to give this
dish a unique flavor with a little zip.

It is healthy as well as vegetarian.
The other recipes are, of course,

my graduate’s favorites. The Hot Dogs
and Beans may be old, and certainly
not the most gourmet, but it is tried

and true and one
of those dishes that
does not last long
on the buffet table.

Another favor-
ite, easy to prepare
party dish are
these Mini Garlic
Bagels. A shortcut
can be taken by
using garlic pow-
der instead of
crushed garlic, but
the difference in

flavor is noticeable. I like to use a big
knife, lay it flat on the garlic clove
and smash it down.

Enjoy these party recipes and con-
gratulations to the class of 2009!

Black Bean Salsa Dip
Mix together:

1 can black beans drained and rinsed
1 can whole kernel corn drained and rinsed

2 garlic cloves minced
1 jalapeno pepper minced

1 red pepper chopped
1 green pepper chopped

2 tbsp of red onion minced
salt and pepper to taste

whisk together:
2 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp canola oil
juice of one lime

1 tbsp of balsamic vinegar

Combine ingredients and serve with
Scoops.

Hot Dogs With Beans
INGREDIENTS

8 hot dogs, sliced into ½ inch slices
2 cans (16 ounces) vegetarian beans

2 tablespoons ketchup
2 tablespoons maple syrup

2 tablespoons dark brown sugar

PROCEDURE
In a large pan, sauté the hot dogs

over a high flame for 3 to 5 minutes.
Add the beans, ketchup, maple syrup
and brown sugar. Cook over a me-
dium heat for 2 to 3 minutes. Cover
and simmer for 10 minutes.

Mini Garlic Bagels
*This is the recipe for one side of one
mini bagel.

INGREDIENTS
½ mini bagel

¼ teaspoon olive oil
1 clove garlic, crushed

1/8 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon Parmesan cheese

Paprika

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

Brush the bagel with olive oil. With a
fork, mash the garlic around the ba-
gel. Add salt and Parmesan cheese.
Sprinkle with paprika. Bake at 350
degrees on the top rack for 5 to 7
minutes. Repeat procedure for re-
maining bagels.

Black Bean Salsa Dip (served with Scoops)

Westfield Community
Swing Band Returns

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Swing Band, Nostalgia-
The Big Band, returns for its ninth
season performing part of the
Westfield Recreation Department’s
Summer Concert Series on Thursday,
June 18, and returning on Thursday,
July 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Conducted by Sam Calello, the
17-piece swing band features vocal-
ists Grace Henning and Edward
Boutross. Rehearsing weekly, the
band is composed of music teachers
and former professional musicians
who have performed with big bands
and other ensembles in New Jersey
and New York.

Along with the annual performance
in the park, Nostalgia performs for
veteran homes throughout New Jer-
sey.

Many of the musical scores that
Nostalgia will perform are the origi-
nal arrangements used to recreate the
sounds and styles of Tommy and
Jimmy Dorsey, Count Basie, Benny
Goodman and other greats from the
Big Band era.

The band will perform a variety of

hits from the 1930s and 1940s, in-
cluding Glenn Miller’s “String of
Pearls.” They will be joined by fea-
tured soloist Grace Henning on popu-
lar favorites such as “I Heard That
Song Before,” “Almost Like Being in
Love” and “All of Me.”

Edward Boutross will also join the
band with his vocal stylings to “The
Way You Look Tonight,” “The Best is
Yet to Come” and “Our Love is Here
to Stay.”

Sam Melillo, leader of the swing
band, said he is “happy to bring the
classic swing-band sounds to area
residents for two concerts this sum-
mer season.”

Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad Street. The event is
free to the public; audience members
are encouraged to bring blankets or
chairs.

The Westfield Community Swing
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, under the
direction of Bruce Kaufmann. For
further information, contact (908)
789-4080.

Music Brings Harmony,
Hope to Developing World

PERFRECT HARMONY…Matthew
LaPine, Wardlaw-Hartridge choral
director, leads the choirs in song dur-
ing The Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s
Second Annual Harmony and Hope
Concert to benefit Pure Water for the
World at Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – This year’s Harmony and
Hope Concert, Wardlaw-Hartridge
School’s second annual choral con-
cert, held in Plainfield’s Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church last month,
proved to be as melodic and inspira-
tional as last year’s inaugural event.

Three of Wardlaw-Hartridge’s
choirs – the Upper School Concert
Choir, the Middle School Treble Choir
and the Middle School Boys Choir, all
under the direction
of Matthew LaPine
– performed. Jane
Brown accompa-
nied the choirs.

The program
featured an eclec-
tic group of songs,
from Franz Joseph
Hayden’s “Missa
Brevis No. 7 in Bb
Major” to the
catchy “Popular”
from the Broadway
production Wicked.

Proceeds from
the concert were
donated to Pure
Water for the
World, an organi-
zation working to
bring clean water
to Haiti and other Central American
countries. According to Mr LaPine,
the money raised at the concert will
“provide sustainable water-purifica-

tion systems and education to commu-
nities in Haiti who would otherwise
not survive.”

“I am extremely proud of all of our
students. The incredible music that
they created at the concert will live
with the audience for years to come,”
said Mr. LaPine.

Student and choir executive com-
mittee member Samuel Brukhman of
Cranford plans to become a profes-
sional singer. A member of the gradu-
ating class of 2011, he performed a
baritone solo of Roger Quilter’s “Weep

You No More.”
“I can’t tell you how inspiring it is to

be a part of a choir performing to help
other people across the globe,” he said.
“It’s the best feeling in the world to
know that because of our…singing,
we are able to reach out to the less-
fortunate people out there.”

Kayla Kluse of Winfield Park, also
a member of the class of 2011, sang
soprano in the Upper School Concert
Choir.

“To be part of the second annual
Harmony and
Hope concert was
such a great expe-
rience. We helped
so many people
and did so much
good,” she said.

The nobleness
of the cause was
not lost on the
young choir per-
formers.

“Mr. LaPine pre-
pared us well and
made sure we
knew…how much
of an impact we
were truly mak-
ing,” said Kayla.

S a m u e l ’ s
mother, Julia
Bruckman, also

praised Mr. LaPine and credited him
for giving his students “a new perspec-
tive on music.”

Mr. LaPine, however, credits his

students for their willingness to use
their talents for the benefit of Pure
Water for the World.

“It is wonderful to know that [the
students] did all of this in the name of
charity and goodwill,” he said.

“Through the deep power of music,
I am proud to say that we have made a
difference,” he said.

More information about Pure Water
for the World is located on
purewaterfortheworld.org and
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
on whschool.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

“I can’t tell you how inspiring it is to be a part of a choir performing to help other people across the globe...It’s the best
feeling in the world to know that because of our singing, we are able to reach out to the less-fortunate people out there.”

~ Matthew LaPine, Middle and Upper School music teacher
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Westfield Symphony Orchestra

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASS BOOST...Patrick Blackwell, bass-baritone, rounded out the vocal offerings
at the WSO’s season finale.

KIDS’ ART…A current art show in Scotch Plains, housed at the Scotch Plains
Library, features the work of Sandra Cerchio’s students. Posing with their art,
from left to right, are: Conner Briggs, Haley DeMaria, Olivia Delessandro,
Victoria Parsloe and Victoria Delessandro. The show will run through tomorrow,
June 12, in the lower level gallery of the library and feature mixed-media artwork.

Folk Diva Wainwright
Performs in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series con-
cludes its ninth season by presenting
folk diva Sloan Wainwright in con-
cert at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
(corner of North Avenue) in Westfield
on Saturday, June 13.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $19 online and $20 at the
door. This concert will benefit the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey. Advance purchase of tickets is
highly recommended by going to
sloanwainwright.eventbrite.com.

A forerunner in the independent
music scene, Ms. Wainwright is best
known for her rich contralto voice,
intensely personal lyrics and an in-
novative approach to song. Hard to
categorize, her musical style melds
the best of pop, folk, jazz and blues

to create a soulful hybrid.
Born into a highly acclaimed mu-

sical family (youngest sister to
Loudon Wainwright, auntie to Rufus
Wainwright and Martha Wain-
wright), Ms. Wainwright’s teenage
years were largely influenced by a
constant flow of diverse artists, writ-
ers and musicians.

She learned to play the piano and
watched her brother Loudon become
successful. Writing and performing,
throughout the Greenwich Village
hipster scene, she developed her own
unique style. Ms. Wainwright re-
leased a self-titled debut CD in 1996,
which was a critical success. She has
since released three others and con-
tinues to tour nationally.

For more information, see
sloanwainwright.eventbrite.com,
coffeewithconscience.org or call
(908) 412-9105.

Poetry Series in Fanwood
To Feature Ward and Weil

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, June 16, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.

The featured readers will be distin-
guished poets B.J. Ward and Joe Weil.

B.J. Ward’s most recent collection
of poetry is “Gravedigger’s Birth-
day.” His work has been featured on
National Public Radio, New Jersey
Network’s State of the Arts and the
website, Poetry Daily.

He teaches in the Creative Writing
program at Warren County Commu-
nity College.

Mr. Weil teaches poetry and fiction
in the Creative Writing program at
Binghamton University (SUNY). He

has been a Dodge Foundation Poet
and appeared on Bill Moyer’s “Fool-
ing with Words” series on PBS.

Mr. Weil was founding editor of
Black Swan Review, and his poetry
has been published in a wide range of
journals and magazines. He is the
author of two new collections: “Paint-
ing the Christmas Trees” and “What
Remains.”

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is in its 11th season at the Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th century
carriage house, hence the name of the
series.

The June 16 reading is free and
open to the public. An open mic will
follow the featured performance.

To learn more, call (908) 889-7223
or (908) 889-5298.

Musicians May Participate
In Summer Symphony

WESTFIELD – Musicians of all
ages will have an opportunity to per-
form the works of Ludwig van
Beethoven and Richard Wagner this
June and July by joining the popular
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Summer Symphony Or-
chestra.

Each Tuesday and Thursday, be-
ginning June 23, the orchestra will
rehearse from 7:30 until 9 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

An additional rehearsal will be
held on Wednesday, July 22, fol-
lowed by a concert on Thursday,
July 23.

Musicians who play brass, per-
cussion, strings and woodwinds
should have some ensemble-playing
experience to be eligible for the
group. Additional requirements are
listed in the Summer Symphony bro-

chure.
Tuition for the summer orchestra

is $130, and all musicians must bring
a music stand to rehearsal.

Janet Lyman, an instructor at the
NJWA Music Studio and Westfield
Summer Workshop, will conduct the
NJWA Summer Symphony Orches-
tra for the 10th season.

The recipient of many honors and
awards, Ms. Lyman is a faculty mem-
ber in the Tenafly school system,
founder and conductor of the Tenafly
Symphony Orchestra and music di-
rector at Zion Lutheran Church,
where she conducts the adult, youth
and hand bell choirs.

To register for the Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit the studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To
view other NJWA programs, log on
to njworkshopforthearts.com.

Award-winning Broadway
Stars Come to Mountainside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Actor’s

Camp at Mountainside has just an-
nounced the addition of two Broad-
way stars to its teaching staff for this
summer’s classes.

Tony Award-winning actress
Michele Pawk and Michele Ragusa
(star of Broadway’s Young Franken-
stein) have just been
signed to lead
classes in musical
theater and acting at
Mountainside’s pre-
mier camp for young
aspiring actors.

Ms. Pawk won a
Tony for her perfor-
mance in Carol
Burnett’s Holly-
wood Arms and has worked with such
Broadway legends as Harold Prince
and Susan Stroman. She also has starred
in such Broadway classics as Cabaret,
Seussical, Chicago, Hairspray and
Mamma Mia, as well as having made
various guest appearances on TV, in-
cluding “Law and Order.”

Ms. Ragusa has just finished work-
ing with the comic legend Mel Brooks
in the Broadway production of Young
Frankenstein and will reprise her role
in the national tour of that production

shortly at the conclusion of the camp’s
summer session. She also has starred
in the Tony-winning Broadway pro-
ductions of Ragtime, Titanic and
Urinetown, as well as appearing in the
upcoming Paper Mill Playhouse pro-
duction of The Full Monty while teach-

ing at the camp.
Paul O’Connor,

artistic director of
the camp, said, “I
am thrilled to have
landed such incred-
ibly talented and ac-
complished Broad-
way veterans to join
our faculty. With the
addition of both
Micheles, we are el-

evating the level of instruction for our
students and giving them exposure to
a professional caliber of instruction
that can’t be found anywhere in the
area.”

The Actor’s Camp at Mountainside
conducts workshops at  Our Lady of
Lourdes from July 6 through July 30.
Class size is limited to approximately
20 students. For more information about
the camp, please call (908) 400-2321.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Michele Ragusa and Michele Pawk


