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Softball Blue Devils Finish With 20-4 Record
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Nine Feel There’s ‘Something to Prove’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Kosnick, as he had done in the semi-
final game against Elizabeth, came in
and slammed the door on the Blue
Devils to earn his team a 2-1 victory
in 10 innings.

“Gary gave up the one run in the
first inning and threw eight scoreless
innings after that. He did a great job
of keeping us in the game. He kept
them off-balance. Jenkins! What can
you say about him? We got the one
run and counted the innings until he
quit pitching. We were fortunate to
get the run in the 10th inning as soon
as he got out of there. Jon Kosnick
had a big save and came up big two
weeks in a row,” coach Baylock said.

Binkiewicz finished the season with
a 9-1 record, with one save, and a 2.70
ERA in 49.1 innings pitched. His abil-
ity to control the ball and limit oppo-
nents to just 15 walks made the differ-
ence. At the plate, he had a .340 batting
average (BA). Kosnick had three hits
in seven at bats for a .429 BA.

“Gary was phenomenal all year. I
think the Westfield game physically,
emotionally drained him and he didn’t
have enough time to recover (as well
as he could for the sectionals),” coach
Baylock said.

Junior leadoff hitter Joey
D’Annunzio definitely was an igni-
tion switch, not only as a superb out-
fielder, but also as the Raiders’ lead-
ing hitter, who finished with a .494
BA, 42 hits, 43 runs scored, 30 RBI,
five homers, four triples and five
doubles. He also led the team with 20
walks, 18 stolen bases and was hit-
by-a-pitch four times. D’Annunzio
also became one of three Raiders on
the team to break the 100-career hit
plateau with 103.

“He practices like he plays. Every-
thing is full tilt. That’s why he is so
good. He makes things happen. When
he goes, this team goes,” commented
coach Baylock.

Second in the batting order, senior
Nick Bonadies finished his career
with 105 hits. This season, he hit .430
with 40 hits, 33 runs scored, 22 RBI,
five homers, five doubles and seven
stolen bases. Bonadies also had the
tying RBI and the winning run in the
UCT title game.

“This year he focused on hitting
line drives, hitting singles and
doubles. It turned out that he was a
very productive hitter. He was a big
part of our success in a lot of games,”
said coach Baylock.

Kevin Maroney, the only other se-
nior on the starting lineup, finished
his career with 109 hits. With a .435
BA this season, he had 37 hits with
seven doubles and four homers, 28
RBI and scored 29 runs. He was also
walked 18 times.

“A lot of pitchers were pitching
around him, but he didn’t get out of
his game. A big reason for our suc-
cess was Kevin hitting the ball all
over the place,” said coach Baylock.

Sophomore second baseman
Marcus Rivera had 28 hits with four
doubles and three triples, 17 RBI and
22 runs scored.

“We moved him from first base to
second and he did a great job at sec-
ond,” coach Baylock said.

Junior designated hitter John Max-
well came through several times with
big hits to amass a .427 BA with 35
hits (7 doubles, 3 triples, homer) and
a team-leading 39 RBI, while scoring
20 runs.

“He’s constantly working on his
hitting and doing extra things to get
himself better. He had an all-county-
type of season for us,” coach Baylock
said.

Junior shortstop Mike Ridge, who

finished with a .371 BA, 26 hits, 22
runs scored and five RBI, was the
center of the Raiders’ infield defense.

“He’s got to be top-two or the best
shortstop in the county. With him at
short, nine chances out of 10, it’s an
automatic out. He knows when to go
talk to pitchers and calm him down,”
said coach Baylock.

Two juniors, who broke into the
lineup up for the first time, Ricky
Shevlin and catcher Lou Mazzella, did
more than just earn their keep. Shevlin
had a .413 BA with 31 hits and six
doubles, 17 RBI and 21 runs scored.

“He made the most of his opportu-
nity, did a lot of damage with his bat,”
coach Baylock commented.

Mazzella, who batted .412 with 21
hits (1 homer), 16 RBI and 14 runs
scored, had the winning RBI in the
sectional semifinal game against
Somerville.

“He has a presence behind the plate
that most people don’t have. He’s a
team leader. He gets things done.
Offensively, he’s going to be very
good,” coach Baylock said.

Seniors Tyler Della Badia finished
4-for-8 with a triple and Ryan
McCarthy contributed a pair of hits
and three runs scored. Juniors Mike
Henkels had a .368 BA with a homer,
Mike Lauricella had a .364 BA (1
homer, 1 triple, 1 double) and Alan
Dlugosz went 5-for-6 for an .833 BA.
Sophomore Ryan Haggerty finished
with three hits, four RBI and five runs
scored.

“The great thing about this team is
Nick and Kevin are the only seniors,”
said coach Baylock. “The way we lost
that JFK game, it bothers them, which
is good. We have a lot of kids coming
back and a lot of things still to prove.”

RBI, while striking out only twice in
her 75 at bats. Her sophomore sea-
son, she batted .642 and in 2008, she
batted .625.

“Cyndil was in the leadoff spot
because I was trying to diminish the
amount of intentional walks. Any-
time there were people on base and
there was an open base, they were
walking her. She was dangerous!
What she was able to provide was not
just numbers. Her presence alone was
huge. They gave her the toughest
pitching,” coach MacDonald said.

Batting ninth in the lineup, senior
Katie Esler came through with a .418
BA, scored 26 runs, drew 13 walks

and stole 11 bases (second highest).
“That really helped us. People were

tense when Katie was up because she
was so fast. When people tense up,
they try to rush things and make a
mistake. Katie did an awesome job in
creating that pressure. Yes! You do
need to get me (Esler) out. Other-
wise, the top of the order is coming
back up,” coach MacDonald said.

Senior Kim Townsend, batting sec-
ond in the lineup, banged out 27 hits,
scored 21 runs, had 13 RBI, stole
eight bases and batted .397. At short-
stop, she committed only four errors.

“Last year she had a shoulder issue.
Kim worked like crazy over the sum-

mer. Her defense and her offense were
borderline irreplaceable. Batting be-
hind Cyndil was important because
we needed to move her over. We needed
to put the ball in play and Kim did that
beautifully,” said coach MacDonald.

Senior centerfielder Katie Abruzzo
did not miss a ball in the outfield and
added some sting at the plate with a
.360 BA, 19 RBI, 20 runs scored and
27 hits, including a home run.

“To me, there is no outfielder in
Union County better than her. She
will catch everything. She goes back
on the ball so smoothly. She comes in
on the ball hard. She gets a great
jump,” coach MacDonald said.

Senior first baseman Christine
Feldbauer added some punch with 19
RBI, four doubles and a triple and a
.349 BA.

“She’s our first baseman! She’s
excellent there! She is a total team
player and her bat was huge for us.
She was able to get the ball in the
outfield when we had a runner on,”
coach MacDonald pointed out.

Senior Aly Moskowitz pitched in
all the crucial games, walked only 21
in 93.2 innings, while striking out
120, and finished with a 1.35 ERA
and a 12-4 record.

“The difference in demeanor that
Alyson came back with this year was
noticeable from day one. She was
relaxed. She was having fun. She was
focused. Without her, we would have
been in a very different position than
we ended up being,” said coach
MacDonald.

Senior Jamie Wisniewski did a fine
job in 33 innings of relief, striking out
43, while walking only three and fin-
ishing with a 6-0 record. Wisniewski
tossed a complete game in a 2-1 vic-
tory over JP Stevens only days after
slamming the door for three innings
in the win over Linden.

“One, she comes in and gives a
different look. Second, she can come
in and throw five pitches (warm up)
and say, ‘I don’t want any more.’ She
doesn’t walk people. She will hit her
spot,” MacDonald said.

Senior catcher Katie Kiefer, who
drew 15 walks (second behind Mat-
thew), had 11 RBI and scored 10
runs, displayed her defensive wiz-
ardry by making no errors behind
the plate.

“The fact that she could handle our
three pitchers, she has done an awe-
some job. Katie threw out five run-
ners. She blocked a lot of balls. She
was a calming voice for the team,”
coach MacDonald said.

Junior leftfielder Tara Criscuolo had
19 hits, eight RBI, 13 runs scored and
finished with a .352 BA. Second
baseman Sarah Connery scored 20
runs and had 10 RBI and third baseman
Nikki Aronson finished with 26 hits,
14 RBI and a .426 BA. Underclass-
men Emily Tebbetts and Jackie
LaSpata also saw varsity playing time.
With the graduation of eight talented
seniors, including all three pitchers,
next year’s team will face a challenge.

“We are going to be okay! What is
needed is pitching,” said MacDonald.
“If the pitching can come through,
our defense will be fine and our of-
fense will be fine.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A GREAT SEASON AT THE PLATE…Raider junior Ricky Shevlin, No. 11, had a .413 batting average with 31 hits and
six doubles, 17 RBI and 21 runs scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil senior Aly Moskowitz
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Call For
More Information!

Invite Alan in,
and he’ll bring results!

Alan Rubin

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/14  1-5PM
631 Hort Street

WESTFIELD...Welcome to this Classic 4 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Westfield Colonial. The inviting wrap-
around porch welcomes you into this lovely home combining original period details with many upgrades
and amenities. The updated kitchen features stainless steel appliances and sliders to the large rear deck, and
the bathrooms have been updated as well. New gas forced air heating (1 year). New central air conditioning
(1 year), Gleaming hardwood floors on first floor, Natural woodwork, Full unfinished basement, Partially
fenced yard. $599,000. Directions: South Ave. to Downer to Hort. MLS # 2687471
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Invite Rose in,
and she’ll bring results!

Rose Hughes

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/14  1-5PM
1015 Columbus Avenue

WESTFIELD...Welcome to 1015 Columbus Avenue in Westfield. This charming 3+ Bedroom, 2
Bath Cape Cod is the perfect starter home. Amenities include stainless steel appliances, hardwood
floors, oversized detached garage, office and a finished basement. The flexible floor plan allows you to
tailor this home to your needs. Relax on the patio in the private backyard or visit some of Westfield‘s
nearby amenities. Make this your home today!! $424,900. DIRECTIONS: Central Ave To Elizabeth
To Columbus. MLS #:2685965

CHRIS WOJCIK
LACROSSE SCHOOL

2009 CAMP INFO:

July 27-30 (Monday –Thursday)

9am – 1pm

Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields – Westfield, NJ

Eligibility:  8-18 years old

SIGN UP NOW,
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED

REGISTER NOW:

WWW.CWLACROSSE.COM

Chris Wojcik is a former 2-time All-American lacrosse

player at Westfield HS and an All-American at

Harvard.  He has been a college lacrosse coach for

seven years including coaching stops at Harvard,

Bowdoin, and his current position at Penn.  Chris will

be joined by college All-Americans and HS coaches for

a fun and educational lacrosse experience.


