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Blue Devil Boys Finished 29-2, Won UCT, Group
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Chu also won four UCT titles – two
singles and two doubles. This season,
he teamed with his freshman brother
Alan to grab the UCT second doubles
crown. After the UCT, he teamed
with Leppescu for the remainder of
the season. He finished the season
with a 23-2 record and his career with
an 86-16 record.

“I remember the moment in his
sophomore year when he won the
point that won the TOC,” coach
Kapner recalled. “The thing that re-
ally got me most was how much the
team meant to him. That resonates
through the whole team.”

Leppescu, winner of two UCT third
singles titles, was injured earlier this
season but partnered with James Chu
after the UCT. Leppescu finished with

a 9-0 record.
In his varsity career, according to

coach Kapner, “He won 90 percent of
his matches. Sadly, he got injured the
week before the (preseason) playoffs
then he came back too soon and re-
injured himself again. When he came
back, he wasn’t quite in the form as
the rest of the kids.”

Junior Justin Snyder, who had won
two UCT doubles crowns, added a
UCT third singles crown this season
and finished with a 22-3 record. Last
year, he teamed with Ravi Netravali
to win the NJSIAA doubles title.

“He had phenomenal, great com-
posure! He is one of four seniors
(next year), who we are expecting
great things from,” coach Kapner said.

Juniors Graeme Stahl and Scott

Bernstein followed suit this season
with an NJSIAA doubles title to go
with their UCT crown and undefeated,
32-0, record. Stahl also won a UCT
doubles title with Snyder as his part-
ner in 2007.

“Whenever the tension in a match
ramped up, their focus ramped up and
their ability ramped up with a far higher
level of play,” coach Kapner said.

But in a way, Stahl and Bernstein
did lose a match this season.

“Interestingly, the only double team
that beat Scott and Graeme this season
was James and Greg, so it turns out that
the second best team in the state is also
Westfield in the form of James and
Leppescu,” coach Kapner pointed out.
That occurred in a late-season playoff,
but Stahl and Bernstein came back in
another match to regain the position.

Senior Mike Abbattista played some
varsity doubles this season and finished
16-1, while sophomore Tom Kowalski
finished with a 14-1 varsity record.

Finally, junior Adam Reich won the
first singles spot this year, claimed a
UCT title and finished with a 20-11
record. His record may not have looked
as impressive as his teammates, but
there was a very good reason for that.
He was pitted against some of the best
singles players in the state and a few
who were nationally ranked.

“Part of my philosophy is play the
best opponents you can, so it preps
them for the state tournaments,” coach
Kapner said. “Six of his losses were
against two players. One was a highly
ranked, USTA player. Three of the six
made the final eight in the NJSIAA
tournament.”

MATTHEW LED IN BATTING, ABRUZZO IN FIELDING

Softball Blue Devils Complete
Season with Fine 20-4 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight seniors paved the way for the
Westfield High School softball team,
under first-year head coach Caitlin
MacDonald, to earn the second seed
in the sectional tournament and to
finish with a very fine 20-4 record.

“All the seniors really stepped up
and led this team. They are respon-
sible for how well we did. They were
the first ones to practice, last ones to
clean up and showed the juniors how
it is done,” coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils really picked it up
with a run of nine straight wins after
losing to Linden in the Union County
tournament. Of their four losses, the
Blue Devils got even during that run
by beating Union, 6-4, and Linden, 5-
4. The other two were to North
Hunterdon, 6-4, in 10 innings early in
the season and, 10-4, in the sectional
semifinals.

“These girls made it very clear. They
were beating Union. They were beat-
ing Linden and, if they got a shot at it,
they were beating North Hunterdon.
Unfortunately, North Hunterdon was
the only team we didn’t get to do that
to. Those nine games, they were at
their best,” coach MacDonald said.

Senior leadoff hitter Cyndil Mat-

thew, who will be playing softball at
the University of Massachusetts next
year, once again, led the team in all
major offensive stats with a batting

average (BA) of .467, 17 walks, 21
stolen bases, 37 runs scored, 35 hits,
four home runs, four triples and 18
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OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, June 14, 1-4 pm 
 
Come see our new pool deck,  
club house and entrance,  
renovated gated kiddie pool…  
and more! 
 

• FREE lessons for kids 
• Lap lanes 
• Diving boards 
• Youth swim team 
• Shaded picnic area 
• Playground 

 
Limited memberships available. Call 889-4804 or visit www.hscpool.com
Conveniently located at 1235 Martine Ave. in Scotch Plains. 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS AT THE PLATE…Blue Devil senior Cyndil Matthew led the team with a .467 batting
average, 17 walks, 21 stolen bases, 37 runs scored, 35 hits, four home runs, four triples and 18 RBI.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOW SWEET IT IS…The design of a tennis court on this cake was safe only for
a while at the annual boys tennis dinner at the Westfield Outdoor Tennis Club.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777
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WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/14  1-5PM ENGLISH COLONIAL CENTER HALL COLONIAL

CUSTOM HOME
THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$850,000 $619,900 $1,599,000

$2,795,000

$1,279,000

Charming Center Hall Colonial in picturesque neighborhood. This cozy 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Home is situated on a large .25 acre corner lot steps from the scenic Tamaques Park.
The entrance vestibule on the first floor invites you into the generously proportioned 1st
floor which features Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room and cozy Kitchen with a separate eating area. The 2nd floor boasts 4 spacious
Bedrooms including a large Master Bedroom Suite and additional Full Bath. In addition,
this quaint home features numerous upgrades and amenities. The oversized property is
located on a very quiet, winding street minutes to schools and town. Directions: Lamberts
Mill to New England Drive #902. MLS#: 2666909

Picturesque English Colonial set on a tranquil cul-de-sac facing Nomehegan Park and Lake.
New top of the line eat in kitchen, four spacious Bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half Baths,
hardwood floors, Central Air Conditioning, and 2 car garage. Professionally landscaped
yard with a paver patio, pond with waterfall and a profusion of seasonal flowering plants.
MLS # 2686148

All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old world charm and today‘s
amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation Room with gas fireplace, Gourmet
Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement, 2 zone HVAC, stone patio on a cul-de-
sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology, tomorrow‘s dream. MLS # 2659080

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this
beautifully crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light to
stream through every room. Incredibly spacious with 5,000sf of living space, the comfortably
proportioned rooms flow effortlessly. The center two story foyer joins the LR & FDR. The
5 sided conservatory style study expands the 1st floor`s formal living area. A gourmet
kitchen, arched windows in the adjoining GR flood the entire space with light & the
firplace`s raised hearth balances the feeling of warmth and sky. The gallery style 2nd floor
foyer offers privacy for the 900sf master suite area comprising BR and sitting room with dual
sided fireplace, two walk-in closets and spa quality master bath. The 2nd floor offers 4
additional Bedrooms and 2 baths including a princess/au pair suite & Jack & Jill BR suite.
Custom molding, sating fin hardwood floors throughout, .5 acre of level yard, 1,500sf
basement & ready to finish open attic. MLS # 2663187

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities &
an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious
19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-
in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

$1,200,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Tara Floyd Demizio
• Top Sales and Units Month of May
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Tara Floyd Demizio
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Tara in, and she’ll bring results!


