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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It would almost have been easier to
stick the names of the “contenders” –
Barnes, DeLaFuente, DiIorio, Forgash,
Granstrand, Handza, Isabella, Jenkins,
Johnson, Lessner, Matthew, McCarthy,
Sheehan, Tresnan – into a hat, shake it up
and, wearing a blindfold, pull out a name.

Picking the Devil of the Year used to
be a lot easier.

In 2007, three-sporter Tommy
Bonard was a pretty obvious choice.

Last year it was tougher, but swim-
mer Alexi Kuska and hoopstress Erin
Miller were WHS’s best-ever at their
sports.

But this year, it was extremely diffi-
cult. There were some mega-talented
multi-sporters, and there were some
sensational single-sport specialists.

It all came down to this: On the
state’s biggest stage, one student-ath-
lete set three individual school records
and was on one record-setting relay on
the team that has been the state’s (and
school’s) dominant program for over
50 years. To even get on the WHS
swimming record book in one event is
difficult enough. But in four events?
The last time that happened on the
boys’ record board was in 1970 (Steve
Schmitt); on the girls’ board it was
1979 (Dana Zonnevylle).

After recently winning the presti-
gious President’s Award scholarship at

Dominating ‘DeLa’
Definitely Delivered

the WHS Booster Club dinner and also
being named the school’s scholar-ath-
lete, swimmer Chris DeLaFuente can
now add the 2009 Devil of the Year to
his list of accomplishments.

While there has been a happy end-
ing to the story, the 2008-09 school
year wasn’t all peaches and cream for
“DeLa.” He had to overcome the sud-
den death of his father, Rich, a couple
weeks prior to the start of the season.
And, he had to deal with a demanding
club coach, while also being a co-
captain of the Blue Devils. It was never
an easy juggling act.

When it came to the biggest meets,
DeLa was dominating. Against a bru-
tal schedule that included SP-F (twice),
Bridgewater-Raritan (twice), St. Jo-
seph, Christian Brothers,
Lawrenceville, Mountain Lakes,
Shawnee and Morristown, DeLaFuente
never lost a dual-meet race. He set
school records in the 200 freestyle and
100 butterfly as WHS defeated
Morristown in the state Public A final.

Then, at the state Individual Champi-
onships, DeLaFuente won the 200 free
in a school record 1:40.70 (the school’s
first individual state champion since
1993), set the school 100 fly record of
51.22, while finishing fourth, and then
broke the school 100 free record of
46.67, while leading off the 4x100 relay
that won the state championship in a
school-record 3:10.57 (the school’s first
relay state champion since 1996). All
those times earned All-America status,
matching the Scholastic All-America
honor he’d already achieved.

(And he didn’t just nip the records, he
broke the 200 free by 1.84 seconds, the
butterfly by .61 of a second and the 100
free by .50 of a second. And the relay?
With teammates Jack Lorentzen, Evan
Paulan and Matt Meserole, they took
4.35 seconds off the 21-year-old mark!)

DeLaFuente also ranks fifth all-time
at WHS in the 200-individual medley
(1:59.55) and 500 free (4:50.64). And
although he rarely swims the breast-
stroke, his lifetime best would be third
all-time at WHS. He certainly ranks
among the school’s all-time greats.
(Oh, and after the high school season,
at the N.J. Junior Olympics,
DeLaFuente was the state’s top point
scorer for his club team, too.)

He’s headed to the Wharton School of
Business at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, where he earned early acceptance.

Here’s a capsule look at our 2009
Devil of the Year:
Favorite food: Ribs, with macaroni and cheese
Least favorite food: green beans
Favorite subject: AP Language
Least favorite subject: AP Statistics
On his iPod: Lifehouse
Never on his iPod: rap
Favorite author: John Grisham
Favorite book: The Firm
Favorite movie: Gladiator
Who would play him in a movie: Russell Crowe
Favorite actress: Keira Knightly
Coke, Pepsi or Dr Pepper: Pepsi
White Diamond or White Castle: White Castle
Spicy brown or yellow mustard: neither
Haagen-Dazs or Cold Spring Creamery: Cold
Spring Creamery
Favorite athlete: Muhammad Ali
Ten years from now: running my own business
If I was king of the world: I would own many
private jets and travel the world.

’09 BECOMES ’13
Every year another great group of

seniors finishes up its days as students
at WHS and heads off to colleges around
the country. This year was an especially
talented group of student-athletes, one
of the strongest in memory.

The Devil’s Den (a member of
WHS’s Class of 1963) wishes the Class
of 2009 well as members of the Class
of 2013 at their respective colleges (as
supplied by their coaches):
Amherst (Catherine Maguire)
American (Josh Einbinder, Kelsey Lee, Joe Yoo)
Bloomsburg (Brett DeFazio, Tom Maxwell)
Boston College (Steph Albright, Katie Kiefer,
Corey Wisler)
Boston University (Gabby Jakub)
Carnegie Mellon (Vlad Bouchouev)
Chicago, University of (Alice Li)
Claremont-McKenna (Sara Birkenthal)
Colby (Scott Perry)
College of New Jersey (Hanna Berman, Liz
McCarthy, Matt Morgan, Evan Paulan, Dean
Thompson)
Cornell (Jennifer Dilzell, Alan Workman)
Dartmouth (Katherine Payne)
Delaware (Jake Fox, Maired O’Boyle, Julia
Watkins)
Dickinson (Lauren Sullivan)
Duke (Amanda Garfinkel)
East Stroudsburg (Christine Feldbauer)
Emory (Greg Luppescu, Danielle Zamarelli)
Franklin and Marshall (Max Blum, Aileen Grogan,
Mike Irving)
Johns Hopkins (Abby Ryan)
Hamilton (Elaheh Nozari)
Hartford (Kevin Murphy)
Haverford (Kyle Hayden)
High Point (Natalie Golikov)
Holy Cross (Brianna Goncalves)
Indiana (Jake Lang)
Ithaca (Julia Conroy, Nick DeFreitas)
Kentucky (Tom McManus)
Kutztown (Joe Kania)
Lackawanna J.C. (Ricardo Johnson)
Lafayette (Chuck Laird)
Lehigh (Matt Isabella, T.J. Mruz)
Loyola Baltimore (Craig Dyer, Chris Joyce,
Amanda Lojo)
Loyola New Orleans (Jillian Schott)
Lynchburg (Scott Howard)
Marist (Dave Babetski)
Maryland (Ryan Gradel)
Massachusetts (Cyndil Matthew)
Miami Ohio (Keegan Wallace)
Michigan (Casey Remlinger, Chris Rhodes, Col-
leen Smith)
Montclair State (Josh Firestone)
New York University (Sally Bregman, Zach
Connolly, Shannon Murray)
Northeastern (Emily Tebbetts)
Northwestern (Amanda Simmons)
Oberlin (Alli Lowenstein, Melissa Shulman)
Pennsylvania, University of (Chris DeLaFuente)
Penn State (Meredith Clark, Brittany Cortinhal,
Matt Karnofsky, Henry Kwok, Sam Reichbach)
Princeton (James Chu)
Queens, N.C. (Malcolm Opoku)
Quinnipiac (Mike Forgash, Arielle Ziering)
Richmond (Alexis Constantine)
Rowan (Jemma Urban)
Rutgers (Pat Fringer, Kyle Wright)
Saint Joseph’s (Mike Abbattista, Chelsea Bryk,
Tina Chabrier, Andy Flood, Julia Murphy, Pat
Tresnan)
Salisbury (Alex Goldin)
Scranton (Rob Granstrand, Justin Ramalho, Kim
Townsend, Jamie Wisniewski)
Seton Hall (Nick Breza, Keri Pringle)
Skidmore (Daryl Garfinkle)
Stanford (Chris Jenkins)
SUNY Binghamton (Jordan Zucker)
Susquehanna (Eric Moran)
Syracuse (Mike Lessner, Nicole Rosenberg)
Tampa (Charlotte O’Leary)
Tufts (Aly Moskowitz)
Tulane (Erin Cahill, Kelsey Greenfield)
UCLA (Tara Handza)
Union, N.Y. (Phil Cohn)
Vanderbilt (Dave Pusar, Phil Queller)
Villanova (Michelle Ball, Tony DiIorio, Mike Foley,
Bridget Grogan, Chris Sheehan)
Virginia (Taylor Murtishaw)
Virginia Military (Joe Panarese)
Virginia Tech (Katie Abruzzo)
Virginia Union (Jessica Thompson)
Washington of St. Louis (Moira Smith)
Wesley (Jihad Billups)
Wesleyan (Julian Applebaum)
West Point (John Barnes)
West Virginia (Mike Clark)
William and Mary (Justin Lo, Natalie Morrison,
Todd Saunders)
Warren Wilson (Ariel Burns)

TENNIS UPDATE
Juniors Graeme Stahl and Scott

Bernstein captured the state doubles
championship last Thursday. Trailing
4-1 in the third set, they won the final
five games to beat Newark Academy’s
first dubs for the fourth time (and third
time in three sets). Ironically, Stahl
and Bernstein’s only “loss” came in a
three-set challenge match against
WHS’s second dubs, seniors James
Chu and Greg Luppescu.

It was the second straight year a
WHS doubles team won the state title.
Ravi Netravali and Justin Snyder beat
Ridge in the ’08 final.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Murray (WHS ’06) recently fin-

ished up an outstanding junior baseball
season at Wake Forest. Although the
Demon Deacons finished a disappoint-
ing 22-30, Murray started 50 games
behind the plate and batted a solid .306,
with 11 doubles, six home runs and 37
RBI, second on the team. He also com-
mitted just two errors, while notching 37
assists and a .994 fielding average. This
summer he’ll be playing for the Chatham
Anglers in the Cape Cod League.

WOJCIK LACROSSE CAMP
Former WHS and Harvard All-

America Chris Wojcik (WHS, ’92)
will be holding the Chris Wojcik La-
crosse School, July 27-30, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., at Houlihan Field. The four-day
clinic is for athletes ages 8-18 and
there will be a staff of college All-
Americans, including WHS graduate
Chris MacDonald and outstanding high
school coaches. There is a $200 fee
($50 sibling discount), which covers
insurance and the cost of having a
certified trainer on the grounds. For
more information, go to
www.cwlacrosse.com.

The clinic’s objective is to teach the
techniques and tactics of the fast-grow-
ing sport in a healthy and positive envi-
ronment. The fundamentals of the game
will be stressed and team concepts will
be incorporated on a daily basis.

KING OF THE WORLD
When I’m elected, there will be:
+ No guaranteed contracts in pro

sports. Every contract will be for one
year and performance-based. Period.
And no athlete will make more money
than the President.

+ Penalties for colleges that give out
scholarships to “student”-athletes who
don’t graduate. For every non-graduat-
ing scholarship athlete, the school will
lose one scholarship. So if School X
gives out 25 athletic scholarships for
football and 10 for basketball in 2009
and five years later only 12 of those guys
have graduated, School X’s football team
loses 23 scholarships. The kids on aca-
demic scholarship all graduate.

+ No more than two of the four
seasons (six months) for any sport.
And all coaches (high school, club,
AAU) would insist that their athletes
participate in other sports, to avoid
wear-and-tear injuries and boredom.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Year
Chris DeLaFuente

Boys Swimming

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

June 14, 1998: The Westfield Na-
tional 8-year old traveling baseball
team opened its season with a perfect
game that ended in an 8-0 victory
over Berkeley Heights. Starting
pitcher Aidan Granstrand recorded
six strikeouts in the first two innings.
The Nationals scored two runs in the
first inning with hits or walks from
Ray Connery, Evan Shapiro,
Granstrand and Justin Olsen. The third
and fourth innings saw Mark Melino
continue the dominance at the mound
with five additional strikeouts.

June 10, 1999: The “ping” of the
“metal sticks” was heard quite fre-
quently when A. J. Jersey defeated
the Mattress Factory, 15-12, at
Tamaques Park. One “ping”, in par-
ticularly, off the “stick” of Tony Cuillo
in the sixth inning resulted in a grand
slam that awarded A. J. Jersey enough
runs to hold off the Factory men.
Mattress Factory man Tim Walsh
hammered two home runs and a single
en route to a four RBI evening.

June 2002: Blue Devil softball
Head Coach Maggie McFadden will
retire after 14 strong years at the
helm. McFadden’s varsity coaching
record was 237-104, a fantastic .695
winning percentage. During her ca-
reer, the Blue Devils won three
Watchung Conference champion-
ships, two Union County champion-
ships and one North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4, state championship.

June 2003: An attack force of many
highlighted the Blue Devil boys la-
crosse team’s offense this season.
With a highly mobile offense and an
unselfish spreading of the wealth,
seven Blue Devils hit double figures
in total points, which eventually led
Westfield to a 12-6 record and a No.
7 ranking in the state. Junior Taylor
Hogarth rippled the net a team-lead-

ing 33 times and abetted with a team-
leading 31 assists to total 63 points.

June 9, 2004: More than 60 people
celebrated the opening of the first
fieldhouse built for Westfield High
School female athletes. The ribbon-
cutting ceremony took place at Kehler
Stadium, where the new fieldhouse is
undergoing final touches.

June 8, 2005: Westfield boys track
& field made its mark at the 32nd
NJSIAA Meet of Champions at Frank
Jost Field in South Plainfield. Se-
niors Mike Woods and Mike Gorski
placed second and third, respectively,
in the pole vault, and junior Jeff
Perrella brought home a third place in
the 3,200-meter event. Woods cleared
15-0 and Gorski cleared 14-6. Perrella
had a personal-best time of 9:20.12.

June 6, 2007: D-Day stood for
Drama-Day when it came to the boys
shot put event in the NJSIAA track &
field Meet of Champions at Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield. Raider jun-
ior Mike Alleman had an explosive
final throw of 59’4” to catapult him
from a tie for third to become New
Jersey’s best in the boys shot put.

David B. Corbin (June 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING BLUE DEVIL SCORER…Junior Taylor Hogarth, No. 6, led the Blue
Devils in goals, assists and total points.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Sales Associate

Hye Young Choi
Sales Associate

Kathy Shea
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,599,000
Almost new constuction, 6 bedroom, 4/1 bath,
Colonial. Great location. MLS 2646092

WESTFIELD $1,459,000
Custom Colonial, kitchen, granite, Viking appli-
ances, hardwood floors, pcr wlks, craftsman-
ship, attention to detail. MLS 2642798

WESTFIELD $1,049,000
4 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath CHC on 1/3 acre lot locat-
ed in one of Wsfd's most desirable neighbor-
hoods-prestigious Wychwood. MLS 2661995

WESTFIELD $899,000
Beautiful home set on private lot backed up to
Lenape Park w/outstanding features. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 full baths. MLS 2671013

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,900
Gracious 4 bedroom, 3.1 bath with high quali-
ty updates and amenities throughout .

MLS 2642678

WESTFIELD $679,000
Charm & quality is abundant in this 10 rm, 4
bedroom Colonial w/many fine features which
have been done last 5 years. MLS 2685596

WESTFIELD $639,000
Charming 3 bedroom Colonial, LR with fplc,
formal DR, large EIK, great yard w/deck, fin
basement & more MLS 2671721

WESTFIELD $625,000
Spacious brick front Colonial with open flow.
Updated kitchen with SS appliances, grhouse
window, 3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths. MLS 2666100

WESTFIELD $598,000
Custom built 3 bedroom, 1.1bath CH
Colonial, newer kit & appls, fin bsmt, CAC,
hardwood floors, updates. MLS 2666172

WESTFIELD $579,900
Picture perfect 4 bedroom Colonial in impec-
cable condition. Newer kitchen, baths, win-
dows, furnace & central air. MLS 2671009

WESTFIELD $449,900
Easy access to major highways. Close to NYC
train. Brick and vinyl siding, 3 bedroom, 1 bath.
New kitchen, oversize garage MLS 2680057

WESTFIELD $399,000
1.1 bath Split, Family room, finished basement,
2 outdoor porches, must see inside! 

MLS 2681433

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite James in,
and he’ll bring results!

James Euwer

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/14  1-5PM
6 Tudor Oval

WESTFIELD...Artful living at this serene, sought-after address located on a privacy-rich oval...a jewel
in the crown of Westfield. Spacious 5 Bedroom house has a pleasing flow created by archways, sky lit
Family Room, and Kitchen renovated by a top local architect. Light abounds, and paver patio winds
around the house under a blooming archway. Master Bedroom overlooks the oversized backyard. Giant
finished basement with recreation room and office, plus full bath and 2 Bedrooms on first floor, provide
infinite possibilities for home office and family living. Lovely neighborhood for families, and just a short
distance from the elementary school. $775,000. DIRECTIONS: Boulevard to Midvale, right on
Tudor Oval. MLS # 2685688


