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Rapid and Cost-Effective Snail Mail?
Ratner is ‘Absurd’

Thank You to SPBA
And FW Bus. Assoc.

On behalf of myself, my husband Dale,
my family and Scotchwood Florist, we
thank the Scotch Plains Business Asso-
ciation (SPBA) and the Fanwood Busi-
ness Association for the honor they be-
stowed on us. We were honored for our
long-standing service to the community.

Scotchwood Florist has been in the
family and in Fanwood for 37 years. On
May 1, an annual Spring Fling Dinner
was held to benefit the SPBA scholarship
program. We are grateful to be honored
and more grateful to be able to serve a
community in which we love and live.

We would like to thank and commend
these two associations for the care and
support they give to the business commu-
nity.

We would also like to thank Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender for attending
the event and for the kind words spoken.

Lori Flowers
Fanwood

WHS Class of 1939
Part of The Greatest Generation

Referendum Is Required Before
Fanwood Buys Any More Property

I was shocked to read the letter you
published this week by Robert Ratner
criticizing Tina Renna/Union County
Watchdog’s efforts and ultimate success
in forcing the county to stop requiring a
special form be mailed in to request infor-
mation.

Mr. Ratner’s ranting personal attack
seems misplaced and uninformed and,
quite frankly, absurd. The last time I
checked, e-mail was not just a little, but a
whole lot faster than “snail mail” and Mr.
Ratner thinks you should still have to
snail mail your requests for information
on “official forms” and further suggests
that such mailing “ensures rapid re-
sponses.” I’ll try not to laugh.

I think any reasonable person in this
day and age would agree that e-mailing
requests has a better chance of a rapid
response from our county government –
if there is such a thing – than snail mail-
ing. And cost-effective? Really? Is ob-
taining then mailing this form really cost-

effective? Of course not. Letters now cost
44 cents to mail and an e-mail costs, well,
nothing.

But, there is something outrageous here.
Why did it take three years and require the
intervention of the N.J. Supreme Court to
agree the form is not needed? A school-
child could do a better job at reading the
law than the Union County judge who
first threw out the case.

The next thing you know, I will be
reading about someone defending the
county’s approval of the $600,000 dog
park. And if you don’t already know, it
was another “oddball action” by Ms.
Renna and the Union County Watchdog
group that helped get that stopped. I com-
mend her and her group for attacking
waste in our county government in these
difficult financial times even while she
herself is being attacked.

John Dencker
Westfield

Dear Westfield High School Class of
1939, greetings from one of your own.
Little did we know 70 years ago, at our
graduation, that we would become what
is now known as “The Greatest Genera-
tion.”

Many industries and much of technol-
ogy are better today because of us. I have
personally thanked Roger A., Bill L. and
Charlie T. for their contributions. There
are many more to thank I know.

We were compassionate, considerate
and above all freedom-loving Americans.
May we never lose our Sovereignty, too
many in our class paid the supreme price
– their life.

I worry for all our issue and theirs; I

pray that their freedom and constitutional
rights will never be denied.

By number, we were the largest class to
graduate from Westfield High School –
252! We survived World War II, Korean
War, Vietnam Conflict, good presidents
and poor ones, tornadoes, hurricanes and
earthquakes.

Many of us who can still maneuver and
articulate are still champions of our be-
liefs. May we all survive this present
engineered mess.

Happy 70th Anniversary to all who are
available to read this. Love to each of you.

Elsie Armstrong Harley
Decatur, Ala.

When I first heard that Fanwood would
consider purchase of the Sovereign Bank
site in the central business district were it
to be made available at the right price, two
competing phrases came to mind: “In for
a dime, in for a dollar” and “Throwing
good money after bad.” The people of
Fanwood should be allowed to decide
which applies before any further acquisi-
tion is undertaken.

When the adjoining Livingston-Wilbor
site was purchased it too was done quickly,
with minimal discussion at a time of year
when people were not paying attention.

A defensible case could be and was
made that that parcel was a lynchpin in
the broader plan for downtown redevel-
opment, and that the town’s financial
commitment would be temporary and
brief. Economic circumstances have
called the extent and brevity of the finan-
cial commitment into serious question.

The past is the past and hindsight is
always 20-20.

Mayor Colleen Mahr has already laid
out her argument for a potential second
acquisition, and it is indeed possible that a
second purchase might make one unified
piece more desirable to a potential devel-
oper. But, if we really need the second
parcel to facilitate turnaround of the first,
does it not call into question the rationale
underlying the acquisition of the
Livingston-Wilbor site in the first place?

If only because of the sheer size of the
financial commitment involved at a time

when other capital projects are being
juggled or deferred, the Fanwood Coun-
cil should allow the people to decide by
referendum whether the merits of its
longer-term view toward ratables justify
the commitment and risk being under-
taken by the town.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Every July 4, there are three things I try
to do. First, read aloud to myself and
anyone in earshot the full text of the
Declaration as reprinted in script in The
New York Times. Second, hear the NPR
staff read it aloud at 8 a.m. Finally, watch
for the umpteenth time the movie of the
musical 1776.

Many think the Declaration was all
about being taxed by England, without
representation. In reality, this was a small
part of the whole picture in trying and
dangerous times. By the spring of 1776,
the battles with British troops at Lexing-
ton, Concord, Bunker Hill, Ft.
Ticonderoga and Canada had happened –
several a year before. Washington had
moved the Continental Army from occu-
pying Boston to Brooklyn. The British
had sent the largest expeditionary force in
history to New York Harbor, 30,000 regu-
lars and 10,000 hired Hessians, which
arrived on July 1. An attack in New York
to wipe out Washington’s meager army
was expected imminently.

In the decades before 1776, the colo-
nists had been treated to taxes and other
actions culminating by the King declar-
ing the colonies were no longer “under his
protection” – the equivalent of a declara-
tion of war.

The middle part of the Declaration is
what you would expect when written by a
committee. Stuff went in and stuff came
out; notably the criticism of slavery, which
the British government was in the process
of abolishing totally. When the charges
and complaints are sorted out, there are
28 as counted by that eminent historical
writer, Winston Churchill.

Only one charge talks about taxation
without representation. Jefferson called it
a “long train of abuses and usurpations...to
reduce [the colonies] to absolute Despo-
tism.”

If accused of a crime, the trial was in
England, a tough place to get defense
witnesses to. Public records and legisla-
tive sessions were relocated to inconve-
nient places. Legislatures were dissolved.
Needed laws were not adopted in Lon-
don; a multitude of new offices were
created “to harass our people and eat out
their substance.” The Charter of Massa-
chusetts was revoked, so the colonists
were effectively without government. The
Colony’s trade with all parts of the world
was cut off.

Other charges dealt with British mili-
tary actions, including forced quartering

‘Nothing of Importance
Happened Today’ by George

of troops and making the military supe-
rior to civil power, impressing our sailors
and burning several ports. The King also
encouraged the “merciless Indian sav-
ages, whose known rule of warfare is
undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions.”

The Declaration clearly makes George
III “a tyrant,” as Adams screams in the
show. This does His Majesty a disservice
to some extent, because most of the things
on the list were beyond the prerogative of
the Crown.

Seeking independence clearly was trea-
son against the Crown, and many of the
signers did lose health, material wealth
and their lives.

The Declaration is not a petition or
appeal. Jefferson makes clear it is a justi-
fication statement for what has been done,
declaring independence.

Britain had just concluded the first
truly world war, fought on every conti-
nent, the Seven Years War a.k.a. the
French and Indian Wars. Britain was go-
ing broke, and took the not unreasonable
position that the colonists should help pay
for maintaining the British army in the
New World.

The stubborn, insular members of Par-
liament just never thought that the Colo-
nists should vote. After all, a lot of Brits
could not either and they had to pay taxes.

The show 1776 is far from perfect or
accurate history. But 1776 is a good re-
fresher of some of the many causes that
led up to the revolution, a third of which
was fought right here in New Jersey —
and even in the West Fields of Elizabeth.

I wonder where I would have stood on
the issue of independence in the wartime
years 1776-81, with the British army on
my doorstep. A third of colonists wanted
just to be “left alone,” a virtual impossi-
bility in this state as armies crisscrossed
it. The British occupied the original Pres-
byterian church for billeting and slaugh-
tering animals. Many Westfielders joined
up, many died here and elsewhere. Both
armies lived “off the land,” i.e. appropri-
ated, usually without compensation, the
crops and livestock of residents [see mu-
ral in Town Hall rotunda].

So, where would you have stood? Put
aside the flag-waving and rhetoric. That
is the question for each of us every Fourth
of July.

Oh. George noted in his diary for July
4, “nothing of importance happened to-
day.”

Ratner’s Roadblock
To OPRA Requests

If Robert Ratner is worried about the
cost of government services in Union
County (June 4, 2009, letter to the editor,
The Westfield Leader) he should be en-
couraging the county to obey the law
instead of stubbornly putting up road-
blocks to anyone seeking information
through Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
requests.

Tina Renna, through her work at the
Union County Watchdog Association, has
done every concerned citizen in the state
a favor by doggedly pursuing informa-
tion on county activities and bringing it
out into the open. Her recent victory in
clarifying that prescribed forms under-
mine the intent of OPRA will benefit
generations to come, possibly even Mr.
Ratner some day when his county con-
nections get voted out.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Nation’s TV Stations
Go Digital Tomorrow
On June 12, the nation’s full-power

television stations will switch to all-digi-
tal programming. The transition to digital
will free up airwaves for broadband and
enhanced emergency communications for
our police officers, firefighters and other
first responders.

In February, I worked with Congress to
postpone the deadline television broad-
casters had to end their analog signals,
because it was clear that millions of Ameri-
cans would have been left in the dark if
the conversion had gone on as planned. I
directed key members of my Administra-
tion to reach out and help Americans,
especially those in our most vulnerable
communities, to make the switch to digi-
tal television.

In the months since then, we have
worked hand in hand with state and local
officials, broadcasters, and community
groups to educate and assist millions of
Americans with the transition. The num-
ber of households unprepared for digital
television has been cut in half. Still, some
people are not ready. I want to be clear:
there will not be another delay. I urge
everyone who is not yet prepared to act
today, so you don’t lose important news
and emergency information on June 12.
And I encourage all Americans who are
prepared, to talk to their friends, family
and neighbors to make sure they get ready
before it’s too late.

President Barack Obama
Washington, D.C.

Merkt Offers Help to
GOP to Governorship
On June 2, 2009, Republican voters

selected another candidate as their nomi-
nee for Governor of New Jersey. I have
conveyed my congratulations to the win-
ner and offered to help however I can to
advance the GOP’s prospects for success
in this fall’s general election.

Although I did not receive my party’s
nomination for governor this year, I re-
main deeply grateful for the constant sup-
port and encouragement my campaign
received from so many Republicans
throughout New Jersey. My thanks go
out, too, to the thousands of voters who
saw fit to endorse my candidacy with
their ballots. Running for governor was
an outstanding experience and one on
which I will always look back with pride.

Lincoln once observed that “a house
divided against itself cannot stand.” Re-
gardless of whom we supported in the
recent primary election, I call upon all of
my fellow Republicans to lay aside our
differences and work for a better New
Jersey by replacing the current adminis-
tration in Trenton. We must remind our
fellow citizens that democracy is not a
spectator sport and that all of us, joining
together, have both the power and solemn
duty to restore our state’s greatness.

Richard Merkt
Brookside

New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion (MVC) customers are advised that
the temporary furlough day previously
scheduled for Monday, June 15, 2009,
has been suspended. All MVC facilities
will be open for business on that day.
Contact Mike Horan or John Santana at
(609) 292-5203. For general motor ve-
hicle information, visit njmvc.gov or call
(888) 486-3339.

News Brief

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

HS Seniors, Parents Reflect Over
College and Coming Adventures

It’s been 12 years of hard work, growing up, test
taking, visiting campuses and submitting applica-
tions. Suddenly, high school graduation is upon the
seniors – just two weeks away. Time flies. Sooner
than they expect, most area graduates will be on their
way to their colleges of choice.

Some will ask themselves – “Did I make the right
choice? Will I like it? Will I succeed? Will I be
homesick?”

It’s stressful for the parents, too. The families have
worked hard as a team to get to this point. College is
expensive, and news of the financial-aid package
hopefully clears up many concerns. And where will
our sons and daughters be next year: Boston, Dela-
ware, Pennsylvania, Illinois, North Carolina?

“Senioritis” has only a few more days left. Al-
though perhaps a little unnerving to some of the
teachers, “senioritis” can be a healthy and well-
deserved reward for our young people. They’re mak-
ing an important transition, leaving home and gain-
ing independence. Perhaps, they’ll be a little jittery
about upcoming challenges and unknowns. That’s
natural, and we have confidence that they will handle
it. Our young people always have, and they have
excelled.

This class will be no different. It will be a time of

joy and pride for the families upon graduation. Our
teachers will feel a sense of deep inner satisfaction.
They deserve to feel that way for a job well done.

Some parents may develop a little touch of the
“empty nest” syndrome. But they have two months
to adjust before it becomes reality. They understand
that it is best for our young people to grow, to enter
the world and to become the fine adults that they will
be. It’s time to sit back a little and relax.

Parents, too, will think about how to spend their
extra time – get a job, if not already working? Will
they cut household expenses to meet tuition ex-
penses? Will they spend more time to get reac-
quainted with one’s spouse – some say oooh, some
say aaah, some say ouch.

And have last year’s seniors been forgotten? Most
have already finished their first year of college –
presumably getting good grades, joining fraternities
and sororities, making friends, acclimating and de-
veloping rapidly as they grow up. It’s always good to
see them when they come home for breaks and
notice the change.

To all students, we say — it’s a great time of your
life – take advantage of it and have fun, too. In your
spare moments, thank dad and mom for helping
make this possible.

What is Shared Services?
What Is Not Shared Services?

What is shared services? – Can someone provide
examples with some dollars attached to it? Please.
We know it’s a buzzword used by every municipal
official, saying they’re studying it to look for ways to
save money and reduce property taxes. When asked
about savings opportunities such as joint materials
purchasing and common insurance procurement,
officials say, “We’re already doing that.” When asked
for other example possibilities, these officials say,
“If we knew, we’d be doing it.”

Most municipal officials seem to agree that shared
services is not consolidation – i.e.; merging towns
into a single entity, merging school districts, merg-
ing the many municipal courts into a fewer regional
courts, merging police departments, tax assessors,
tax collectors, recreation departments, parks, etc.

With such a narrow definition and the many un-
touchables, is there really any potential for shared
services to save taxpayer money? Let’s look at some
property tax numbers. Westfielders pay about $120
million a year in property taxes. About $80 million of
this goes to the school district. The county and the
town split the rest about evenly, say $20 million each.
The town says about 85 percent of their budget is
committed by contracts, leaving 15 percent as dis-
cretionary spending – let’s say $3 million.

If 40 percent of the discretionary spending could
be put into a “not yet discovered” shared services
pool, saving 5 percent on spending, then the savings
would be about $60,000 per year — small potatoes
out of $120,000,000. Seems like putting on our
thinking caps elsewhere would be wiser.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood are in the midst of a
“shared services study,” sponsored by a state grant –
one of six underway in the state, we’ve been told. The
big question is whether this $48,000 consultant-
generated report will find any significant savings or
become just another report to gain dust at town hall.

The committee, in a handout on “frequently asked
questions” on shared services said the goal is to
reduce costs and “hopefully reduce and/or stabilize
property taxes.” But to the question on whether
property taxes will change for each homeowner, the
answer give is “possibly.”

While all municipal operations are under the scope
of the study, there is no talk of merging departments,
courts, schools, etc. through consolidation; the only
method in our estimation that would produce signifi-
cant spending cuts leading to lower property taxes.
Why are the local school system, other municipali-
ties and the county not involved in this study? The
school district has worked with both towns on areas
ranging from field improvements to high school
parking issues through a shared services council
created nine years ago.

Outside of the box thinking is also required. Why
not automate parking ticket disputes and minor court
issues via the Internet as is done in other states? Why
are elected officials so hesitant of changes?

For some reason, municipal government and even
voters seem reluctant to merge. Princeton Borough
and Princeton Township have put forth referendums
three times since the 1950s to merge, but each time,
voters have defeated those ballot questions. There
are seven communities on Long Beach Island, but
for some reason, they have never merged into one
lean and efficient municipal operation.

Merging the Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries
has been discussed, but current state rules on funding
would not save any money with this idea.

The Westfield Regional Health Department, of
which Fanwood is a member but Scotch Plains is not,
seems like a good example to expand.

We wish Scotch Plains and Fanwood the best in
producing their state-funded Shared Services report
due next year. We hope they find something.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tid – Tender; soft
2. Thrum – The row of thread ends left

on a loom when the web is cut off
3. Tercel – The male falcon
4. Sanssouci – Without cares or wor-

ries
STREEL

1. Unctuous sentimentalism
2. To drag
3. To grind with the teeth
4. Snarl; growl

CLEG
1. The great horsefly
2. Link together; join
3. To hatch; to litter
4. A nickname

FERRAGINOUS
1. Having the color of iron rust; reddish

brown
2. Of or containing iron
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Pertaining to reeds or canes

FAITOUR
1. A member of a Moslem sect who

lives by begging
2. An imposter; a rogue
3. A thing already done, so that oppo-

sition or argument is useless
4. A fine grade of painted and glazed

pottery or porcelain


