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Call Now to Schedule 
Your Free Hearing Test 

& Consultation

6 Month No Interest Financing Available
2 to 5 Year Warranty on All Models

6 Month Satisfaction Guarantee

H o n e s t y  •  I n t e g r i t y   •  N o  H i d d e n  C o s t s

1-888-HEAR-FAMILY
(1-888-432-7326)

HURRY! This Amazing Offer is Only 
Available June 11-17, 2009!

• Natural, unplugged feeling
• Superior clarity and understanding
• Rapid adjustment period…You’ll be 
 comfortable in minutes, not months

Open Fit
• A discreet, invisible hearing solution
• Superior clarity and understanding
• Most effective design/technology
 for background noise

CIC (Completely in the Canal)

An Additional
$300 OFF*

Buy One, Get One 

ANY SIZE!   ANY MODEL!
100% Digital Hearing Aids

*Sale based on MSRP
Valid June 11-17, 2009 Only! 16

FREE*
plus

Supervising Licensee Edward Regan New Jersey Hearing Aid Dispensor’s License #1051

200 Craig Road • Manalapan 
732-683-2324

567 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains
908-490-0124 

666 Plainsboro Road, Suite 1318 • Plainsboro
609-799-1746

What Does the Recession Mean to You?...
Our Loss is Your Gain!

SPECIAL RECESSION PRICING!

June 11th - June 17th Only! During Our Open House Event
Receive An Additional $300 OFF*plus

Manufacturer will be on premises with additional discounts available

GET 2 HEARING AIDS 
FOR THE PRICE OF 1!*

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Kenilworth Hist. Soc.
To Host Program

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a Flag
Day historical gardening program for
the general public on Sunday, June
14. All are welcome to attend the
outdoor event, which will take place
at 2 p.m. at the Oswald J. Nitschke
House, located 49 South 21st Street.
Admission is free.

The program – “Flags and Flowers
Forever” – will showcase the heir-
loom plantings that are part of the
historical society’s outdoor historic
exhibit/landscape plan. Historic hor-
ticulturist and landscape designer/
consultant Patricia Tratebas of East
Orange-based Cottage Gardens Land-
scape Design will explain the signifi-
cance of the various plants and dem-
onstrate recommended techniques for
their care and maintenance. Addi-
tionally, Zachary Kozak of Boy Scouts
Troop 83 will show the World War I
Victory Garden that he has researched
and planted at the Nitschke House
site for his Eagle Scout project.

Program attendees will be greeted
by a “Betsy Ross” historic interpreter
during the Flag Dag event. For  infor-
mation, call (908) 709-0434.

All Operations Included
In SP-FW ‘Shared’ Study

Planning a Washington
Vacation? Call My Office

By Congressman Leonard Lance
It’s summertime. And while many

New Jersey families will be heading
for the Jersey Shore, some of you
may be thinking about taking a trip
to our nation’s Capital for a histori-
cal and educational adventure. If you
are planning a trip to Washington
this summer or anytime throughout
the year, please call my congres-
sional office at (202) 225-5361, so
my staff and I may assist you. You
can also find information about vis-
iting Washington on my congres-
sional office website by visiting
lance.house.gov.

My office can send you tour infor-
mation such as brochures, maps and
local transportation guides. We are
also able to help arrange special tours
of the United States Capitol Building
and its new Visitors’ Center for fami-
lies visiting from New Jersey’s Sev-
enth District. Many of Washington’s
main attractions are free and open to
the public, yet there are some places
like the Library of Congress, the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing, the
Kennedy Center and the U.S. Su-
preme Court, where Congressional
offices can make requests for a lim-
ited number of tours. If you are inter-
ested in these types of tours, I encour-
age you to call my office several
months in advance of your visit. Hav-
ing said all that, one such case for
high demand tickets is the White
House – where many tours are strictly
limited. Please contact my office at
least six months in advance of your
trip, and we can request tickets from
the White House.

We also can provide you and your
family information on visiting the
World War II Memorial, the U.S.
Botanic Gardens and the best way to
see the Smithsonian Institution’s Na-
tional Museum of Natural History
and National Air and Space Museum.
Because there is so much to see and
do in Washington, my staff and I
would like to help you navigate
through the many remarkable sites to
make sure your visit is a memorable
one.

My congressional office is located
on the first floor of the Cannon House
Office Building in Room 114 on Capi-
tol Hill. My office building is located
across the street from the Capitol
South Metro Line on the Orange/
Blue Line and I hope you will con-
sider stopping by during your visit.
One of the most important parts of
my job is serving you and listening to
your concerns and comments. Again,
please feel free to call me and my
staff at (202) 225-5361, so that we
can help you plan your trip and an-
swer your questions.

We’ll do our best to help you.
Rep. Leonard Lance represents New

Jersey’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict in the United States Congress.
The Seventh Congressional District
includes towns in Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union
Counties.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are in the midst
of a shared-services study to identify
cost savings and efficiencies for each
of the municipalities. They have hired
a consultant, Jersey Professional
Management of Cranford, to conduct
a shared-services report. That report
is due December 31.

“The cost of government just keeps
going up and as elected officials we
are acutely aware of how tax weary
our residents are,” Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said on Monday dur-
ing a video interview with
TheWestfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “There is
more of a push to sort of analyze and
look at shared services that are avail-
able between the two communities.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, also sitting in on the inter-
view, said areas identified to be looked
at as part of the study include police,
fire, rescue squads, public works, rec-
reation, libraries, municipal courts,
tax assessors and tax collectors, con-
struction code departments, zoning
and planning administration, recy-
cling and trash collection, and mu-
nicipal facilities such as the Depart-
ment of Public Works garages.

“It (the study) is basically every
service that we (both towns) provide
for,” Mayor Malool said.

When asked whether or not the
study was a prelude to merging the
two towns, Mayor Mahr said, “This
isn’t a consolidation study. I think it
needs to be very clear to the commu-
nities that a consolidation study is a
very different type of study.”

“This is a study about department
services and where we can try and
save taxpayer dollars and/or increase
services,” Mayor Mahr said.

One area that has been ongoing is
the potential merge of the libraries in
the two communities. Mayor Malool
said a meeting was recently held with
an architect to “look at various plans.”

“They (libraries) are still in the
planning stages,” Mayor Malool said.
“That (a new combined library) is
something that would require a refer-
endum from both towns.”

While Fanwood’s library lacks
handicapped accessibility, Scotch
Plains has outgrown its library, Mayor
Malool said.

“The natural next step was can we
give our two communities a state-of-
the-art library that independently we
could never do on our own, finan-
cially or location wise,” Mayor Mahr
said. She said cost estimates are not
known at this time “because we are
looking at several different scenarios.”

Dan Mason of Jersey Professional

said his firm has conducted shared-
services studies in over 100 towns in
the state. Mayor Mahr said currently
there are only six shared-services
studies underway out of the 566 mu-
nicipalities in the state.

“We (Jersey Professional) under-
stand these two municipalities, but
we need to understand them better by
doing this study and then considering
these best practices (shared services)
that are being used in other towns and
bringing them to these two towns as
options for them (Scotch Plains and
Fanwood) to consider,” Mr. Mason
said.

Mr. Mason said each town’s gov-
erning body would have to vote sepa-
rately to create any new, shared ser-
vice between the two towns.

According to a Shared-Services
Study committee “Frequently Asked
Questions” handout, “the cost sav-
ings resulting from any of these new
shared services will be passed along
to the taxpayers in the form of prop-
erty taxes or stabilization.”

The study cost is $48,000 and is
paid for through the New Jersey Shar-
ing Available Resources Efficiency
(SHARE) grant.

A public forum on shared services
will be held Thursday, June 18, at 6:30
p.m. at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Also, see goleader.com/video
for the complete interview on video.

Bio-Blitz This Weekend
In Springfield, Summit

SPRINGFIELD – Union County’s
5th annual Bio-Blitz will take place
over a 24-hour period on Friday and
Saturday, June 12 and 13, at Briant
Park, Hidden Valley Park and
Houdaille Quarry in Summit and
Springfield.

There will be hundreds of species
suchas butterflies and dragonflies,
birds and mammals, trees, frogs and
flowers to discover and identify in the
parks. The goal of this effort is to
raise awareness of the diversity of life
in these parks and the  resources they
offer for recreation and as outdoor
classrooms.

Bio-Blitz 2009, a free event, will
start at 5 p.m. on Friday with staff and
scientists on hand throughout the
night. Other volunteers will work in
shifts throughout Saturday until 5
p.m.

“Bio-Blitz Central” will be located
in Briant Park where a large tent will
house a field lab for scientists plus
live exhibits of reptiles, amphibians,
fish and plants. Event-day results and
identifications will be posted and
public programs and workshops will
be offered.

Some of the other special family
events include: “Frog Sloggin,” Fri-
day, 6:30 p.m., search for frogs and
toads at Briant Pond; “Bats and Owl
Prowl,” Friday, 9 to 10:30 p.m., guided
walk to find nocturnal birds; “Bird
Walk,” Saturday, 7 a.m. and again at
4 p.m., guided walks for birders ages
10 and older accompanied by an adult;
“Junior Birders and Buggers,” Satur-
day, 9 a.m. and again at 1 p.m., young
naturalists join Girl Scouts on a walk
to look for birds and insects; “Animal
Homes and Hideouts,” Saturday, 9
a.m. and again at 2 p.m., learn about
bird nests, animal tracks and dens;
“Nature Awareness,” Saturday, 10
a.m. and again at 2 p.m., learn to
“read” the landscape, study nature’s
rings, and do the “fox walk.”

A bio-blitz is an intensive effort
to identify plants and animals found
in a given area – in this case the
173-acre trio of Union County
parks.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal, Kean University, and
Kean’s Institute of Urban Ecosys-
tem Studies sponsor Bio-Blitz.

For information visit ucnj.org/
parks/bioblitz.html or call (908) 789-
3209.

Bramnick to Discuss
COAH at Meeting

WATCHUNG –Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) will dis-
cuss how and why state government
is forcing suburban towns to build
thousands of affordable housing units
per recent changes in legislation (A-
500/S-1783) signed into law by Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine.

Republican Somerset County Free-
holder candidate Thomas Roughneen,
said this new law would “drastically
increase the impact of the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s Mount Laurel deci-
sion.” This town hall is scheduled for
Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m. at the
Watchung Council Chambers.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Tree Removal & Pruning  Full Line of Plant Health Care 
Spraying & Fertilizing  Fully Insured 

FREE Diagnosis/Estimates/Appointments
Call Bill Moates (908)725-0706

Mention this ad and get a free gift at time of 
appointment.
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