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Robinson-Briggs Defeats

 Mapp In Mayoral Primary
Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-

Briggs has all but won reelection by
being victorious in the Democratic
Primary Election. She defeated five
other candidates to seek a second term
in November. Her stiffest competition
came from Councilman Adrian Mapp,
a former Union County freeholder,
who she defeated by as tally of 1,962
to 1,650. She will face Republican
James Pivnichny in November.

DiPasquale Drops Republican

Party; Becomes Independent
Berkeley Heights Township Com-

mitteeman Louis DiPasquale has
changed his party affiliation from
Republican to Independent after the
GOP did not support him for re-
election. This November there will
be seven candidates running for two
council seats; two Democrats, two
Republicans and three Independents.

Independent Hopefuls

File for Governor
Governor Jon Corzine and Repub-

lican Chris Christie will be joined by
10 independent candidates in the race
for governor this November. Chris-
topher Daggett, a former Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
commissioner and deputy chief of
staff in Governor Thomas H. Kean’s
administration, is among the candi-
dates. He told The Star-Ledger he is
close to being able to apply for match-
ing campaign funds. He is running
under the slogan “Independent for
New Jersey.”

Also filing were: David R.
Meiswinkle of East Windsor, “Middle
Class Empowerment;” Kostas Petris
of Trenton, “For The People;” Joshua
Leinsdorf of Atlantic Highlands, “Fair
Election Party;” Gary Steele of
Kinnelon, “Leadership, Indepen-
dence, Vision;” Jason Cullen of
Riverdale, “People Not Politics;”
Kenneth Kaplan of Parsippany, “Lib-
ertarian Party;” Gregory Pason of
Maywood, Socialist Party USA;”
Gary Stein of Mullica, “Independent,”
and Alvin Lindsay, Jr. of Sewell,
“Lindsay for Governor.”

Doherty Defeats Karrow In

LD 23 Senate Primary Battle
In last week’s Primary election,

two races were particularly interest-
ing for Republicans. In the 23rd Leg-
islative District, Assemblyman
Michael Doherty defeated Senator
Marcia Karrow, 11,043 to 10,044, in
the race to replace Leonard Lance,
who resigned after being elected to
Congress last November. Ms. Karrow
was selected to fill the vacancy at the
GOP convention and was given the
Republican organization line in
Hunterdon and Warren Counties,
which make up the district.

In the race for Assembly, Erik
Peterson, 11,436, and Edward Smith,
11,379, are both at 33 percent of the
vote after incumbent Assemblyman
John DiMaio, 11,881, for second
Assembly seat.

In District 40, GOP Assemblymen
David Russo of Ridgewood and Scott
Rumana, the former mayor of Wayne,
defeated Joseph Caruso of Wayne,
and Anthony Rottino of Franklin
Lakes by nearly 3,000 votes.

Whitman Loses Bid for Seat

On Peapack-Gladstone Council
Kate Whitman, the daughter of

former Governor Christine Whitman,
lost a close race last Tuesday for a
seat on her local governing body.
After coming in second in a seven-
person GOP Primary for the open
Seventh Congressional District seat
in June 2008, Ms. Whitman lost her
bid this past week in the GOP Pri-
mary for a seat on the Peapack-
Gladstone town council.

She came in third in a race to fill
two slots on the council, losing by 55
votes. She previously failed to be
endorsed by a GOP committee for
Somerset County freeholder.

Ground Broken for Third

Tunnel Into New York City
Officials broke ground Monday for

a third rail tunnel under the Hudson
River to speed the ride to work from
New Jersey to New York City. The new
tunnel, to be completed by 2017, will
give passengers on the Raritan Valley
Line a one-seat ride into Manhattan.

County Rents Beds to Feds
At Juv. Detention Center

LINDEN — The County of Union
has entered into a contract with the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (DH&H) to provide 15
beds at its new Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden. The contract will
generate more than $1 million in an-
nual revenues to county coffers.

The children held in the detention
center under this agreement have been
involved in the juvenile justice system
and have left their country of origin
for multiple reasons such as to rejoin
family members already in the U.S.,
to escape abusive family relationships,
fleeing political or religious persecu-
tion, or to find work to support their
families in their country of origin.
Through its Division of Unaccompa-
nied Children’s Services (DUCS), the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services is responsible for pro-
viding a safe and appropriate environ-
ment from the time these children are
placed in custody, reunified with fam-
ily members or sponsors in the United
States, or until they are removed to
their country of origin by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Additionally, the county is in nego-
tiations with the same agency to pro-
vide shelter care services at its children’s
shelter for those children not required
to be housed in a secure environment.

County Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo negotiated the contract
with DUCS, the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, the Ad-
ministration of Children and Families,
and the Office of Refugee Resettlement.
The agreement is the first of its type in
the tri-state area, and one of only five
such arrangements in the nation.

“This is an example of entrepre-
neurial thinking that will assist aban-
doned children who truly need
society’s help,” Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella said. “Besides being a
revenue generator for the county, this
is a great human services accom-
plishment and I congratulate our
county manager and Director Guzzo
on making this happen.”

In March 2008, the county replaced
its 34-bed detention facility with a
new 76-bed secure facility. During
the 24-month construction period
leading up to the March 2008 open-
ing, Union County was also chosen
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
and the State of New Jersey to be-

come a Juvenile Detention Alterna-
tive Initiative (JDAI) site. The JDAI
case processes and system review that
followed, coupled with the county’s
own juvenile detention expediting
team that provides a case plan and
follow up for every juvenile in the
county’s system, has brought a sys-
temic change to the Family Court
system, officials said. These changes
helped create alternatives to deten-
tion through support and use of com-
munity-based programs and devel-
oped partnerships with child welfare
agencies that resulted in a decrease in
the average number of youths held
daily at the detention center.

These changes have kept the daily
census at 28 residents and assisted the
county in maintaining its philosophy
of using detention as a last resort.

“This has allowed us to pursue rev-
enue generators that might not otherwise
have been available if the county had not
concentrated its efforts on creating alter-
natives to detention,” Mr. Guzzo said.
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Arrests Made In Murder of

Roselle Liquor Store Murder
Two Newark men have been ar-

rested and charged with the March
18 shooting death of a Roselle busi-
ness owner, said Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow. The
men have been linked to a number
of robberies in Elizabeth, Millburn
and North Arlington, authorities
said.

Jimmie Session, 42, and Victor
Russ, 32, have both been charged

with felony
m u r d e r ,
first-degree
m u r d e r ,
robbery and
u n l a w f u l
possession
of a
w e a p o n .
State Supe-
rior Court
J u d g e
Stuart Peim

in Elizabeth has set bail for each man
at $1 million.

Beginning last December, police
believe the two men began robbing
liquor and
convenience
stores in the
North Jersey
area includ-
ing two loca-
tions in
Elizabeth, an
add i t i ona l
Roselle loca-
tion and one
in North Ar-
l i n g t o n
where a gun was displayed and a shot
fired, Mr. Romankow said. They also
robbed a store in Millburn, but did not
fire a weapon, he said.

Around 8:30 p.m. on March 18,
the men entered Skylark Discount
Liquors on West 1st Street in Roselle
and, during the course of the rob-
bery, shot the store’s owner, Jitendra
Parikh, 64, of North Bergen. Mr.
Parikh, who was struck twice, was
taken to University Hospital in New-
ark where he was pronounced dead
a short time later, Mr. Romankow
said.

Investigators from the Union
County Homicide Task Force re-
ceived help from a number of law
enforcement agencies, including the
Roselle, Millburn, North Arlington
and Elizabeth Police Departments,
the New Jersey State Parole Board
and the Essex and Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Offices. Mr.
Romankow cited Roselle Police
Sergeant Tom Nugent and Detec-
tive Brian Fech of the Homicide
Task Force for their “thoroughness

in the investigation.”
Session and Russ were arrested

June 4 on the 300 Block of the
McCarter Highway in Newark, Mr.
Romankow said. Investigators
worked through the weekend with
the other departments to determine
that the men were responsible for the
other robberies.

“These are dangerous men who
took an innocent man’s life all for a
few dollars,” Mr. Romankow said.

Jury Convicts ‘Family Friend’

Of Sexual Assault of Child
A Union County jury on June 3

found an Elizabeth man guilty of
2nd degree sexual assault and 3rd
degree endangering welfare of a
child, announced Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Gabriel Alvarado, 48, of Elizabeth
faces at least 10 years in prison when
he is sentenced on July 31, said Assis-
tant Prosecutor Scott Peterson, who
handled the case. Alvarado was a
family friend of the victim, who was
7 years old at the time she told her
parents of the man’s inappropriate
touching.

Prosecutors believe that Alvarado
touched the child several times while
she was at his house between 2005
and 2006. The parents contacted po-
lice who launched an investigation.
Alvarado was arrested a short time
later. The jury’s verdict came after a
three-week trial and nearly eight hours
of deliberation.

Bloods Member Gets 60 Years

For Murder at Club Fight
Omar Holmes, 24, of Jersey City

was sentenced to 60 years in state
prison on May 29, by state Superior
Court Judge James C. Heimlich in
Elizabeth, after having been found
guilty of first-degree murder.

In March 2009, after a three-week
trial and less than a day of jury
deliberations, Holmes was also con-
victed of several weapon offences,
Assistant Prosecutor Michael Henn
said.

Holmes, a verified member of
the Bloods, was at Club Flight on
Routes 1&9 in Elizabeth on April
3, 2006. An associate of Holmes
got into a fight with William Green,
26, of Newark and the scene
“quickly turned into a brawl,” Mr.
Henn said.

Within minutes the Jersey City
members of the Bloods were fight-
ing with Greene and members of
his family and during the course of
the melee, Holmes shot Green five
times, authorities said. Green was
pronounced dead at the scene, Mr.
Henn said. Holmes was identified
as the suspect and arrested in Janu-
ary 2007.

Jimmie Session

Victor Russ
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Samuel Re-Elected as
SP Dem Chairman

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dick
Samuel was re-elected as Chairman
of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee at the committee’s bi-
annual organizational meeting on
Monday, June 8. Mr. Samuel encour-
aged Democrats to work hard and to
show their support for all of the
Democratic candidates on the ballot
in November. He also stressed the
importance of electing Theresa
Mullen to the unexpired term on the
Scotch Plains Township Council.

When asked to speak, Ms. Mullen
said, “I would welcome the opportu-
nity to serve on the Scotch Plains
Township Council. During this cam-
paign, I will speak about what I in-
tend to do on the council. I intend to
actively seek feedback from our citi-
zens and to really hear what they
have to say.”

She continued by saying that she
would make every effort to keep taxes
and expenditures to a minimum, espe-
cially during this economic downturn.

Ms. Mullen thanked the many
people who attended, said she is look-
ing forward to the upcoming cam-
paign and thanked the committee for
supporting her candidacy for the
Scotch Plains Township Council

Other officers elected at the meet-
ing included Lou Beckerman, Joyce
Festa, Geri Samuel, John Thompson
and Sam Manigault.

Ten working committees were set
up to assist with different aspects of
Ms. Mullen’s campaign. These com-
mittees will advise the campaign in
the areas that the Democrats believe
are most important to residents.
Those areas include property tax
stabilization, recreation, shared ser-
vices and senior citizens.


