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Westfield
Tuesday, June 2, a business on the

400 block of East North Avenue re-
ported the apparent theft of a 2008
black Dodge van from the premises
after it had been returned on May 31 by
a previous renter.

Tuesday, June 2, Pamela L. Clemonts,
48, of Colonia was arrested on a New
Providence traffic warrant for $55 as
the result of a motor vehicle stop on the
1100 block of East Broad Street. She
was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, June 2, Freddie Perez, Jr.,
20, of Perth Amboy was arrested on a
Perth Amboy traffic warrant for $240
as the result of a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Pearl Street. He
was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, June 2, Andrew Stanley,
21, of Linden was arrested on the 1300
block of Boynton Avenue on an out-
standing Cranford criminal warrant for
$632. He was committed on default of
bail to the Union County jail.

Wednesday, June 3, Jesse Brooks,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested as a
result of a motor vehicle stop on First
Street near Hazel Avenue and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was released with a summons.

Thursday, June 4, Melvina Knight,
43, of Elizabeth was arrested at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $500. She
could not post bail and was committed
to the Union County jail.

Thursday, June 4, a business on the
100 block of Elm Street reported a
burglary. The suspect forcibly entered
the business and caused an unknown
amount of property damage while ran-
sacking the interior. The suspect then
stole a customer’s car and drove it
through a garage door in order to flee
the scene. Westfield Police Department
detectives recovered the motor vehicle
in Newark later that day. The matter
remains under investigation.

Friday, June 5, Edward Pipkin, 44,
and Dupree Grayson, 34, both of Pater-
son, were arrested on one criminal war-
rant each from Paterson during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield
Avenue and Mill Lane. Pipkin was re-
leased after posting $80 bail, while
Grayson was released after posting $152
bail.

Friday, June 5, Ravi Singhvi, 34, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $89.
Singhvi was released after posting bail.

Friday, June 5, authorities arrested
Virgil Cleveland, 41, of Burlington on
charges related to the burglary of an
East Broad Street restaurant.

While on patrol, Westfield police
officers observed that the front glass
door of the establishment had been
smashed out and that a burglary had
occurred. Moments earlier, they had
witnessed a van illegally parked on
Prospect Street, with the driver appar-
ently asleep inside, and jotted down the
license plate number. After traveling
around the block and discovering the
break-in, they returned and found the
van was gone. A countywide alert for
the vehicle was issued.

Cranford police arrested Cleveland a
short time later. Inside the van police
discovered two cash drawers, stacks of
cash and multiple rolls of coins plus a
tip jar. Cleveland was charged with
burglary, theft, criminal mischief and
possession of stolen property. He was
committed on default of $25,000 bail to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, June 6, Lindsey M. Pomice,
21, of West Chester, Pa. was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
after a motor vehicle stop at West Broad
Street and Hetfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. She was released on her own
recognizance with summonses.

Saturday, June 6, Kizmahr D. Grell,
23, of Laurelton, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop at Wychwood
Road and East Broad Street. He was
held pending release to a responsible
individual.

Saturday, June 6, Kayla Logan, 20,
of Livingston was arrested during a

motor vehicle stop at South and Sum-
mit Avenues and charged with posses-
sion of a legend drug without a valid
prescription. Logan, who allegedly was
in possession of 1.5 oxycodone pills,
was released with a summons.

Monday, June 8, James Grant, IV, 30,
of Newark was arrested at the Port
Authority Police Department in
Weehawken on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $488. He
was committed to the Union County
jail on default of bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 2, Shakira Ramsey,

26, of Jersey City was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and re-
leased.

Tuesday, June 2, a resident of Coun-
try Cub Lane reported that someone
entered her apartment. According to
police, nothing was reported missing at
this time.

Tuesday, June 2, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident on Route 22.
According to police, the victim stated
that a vehicle struck his vehicle and
kept on driving without stopping.

Thursday, June 4, Derell Richardson,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, June 4, Matthew Descisco,
25, of Kenilworth was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor
of alcohol. He was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, June 5, Robert Tucceri, 22, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of heroin after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time officers saw
the controlled dangerous substance. He
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, June 5, David Mann, 22, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with defiant trespassing after
police received a report of an unruly
customer at a Route 22 amusement
park. According to police, Mann re-
fused to leave park after being asked to
do so. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, June 6, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that someone
broke a section of fence located in his
front yard.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 2, Teisila Cauthun, 28,

of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Tuesday, June 2, Anthony Rossi, 60,
of Middlesex was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Orange follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Wednesday, June 3, an employee for
the United States Census Bureau re-
ported that someone removed his hand
held recording device from the recre-
ation area of LaGrande Park.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY…Sam Manigault, vice-president of the Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee, and Theresa Mullen, candidate for the township council,
pose on June 8, when Dick Samuel was re-elected as chairman of the committee.

used during the initial days of opera-
tion, information on how to secure
any required permits, how to set up a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and infor-
mation on notifying local media of a
business’  opening.

The board is looking into sponsor-
ing a 5k race similar to what is held
annually in downtown Westfield. Mr.
Watson said Westfield merchants
“make out well” on the evening of the
race, which is held in the summer.
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SP Management Corp.

saying that speed limit signs and
stepped-up enforcement efforts have
reduced speeding when implemented
in the past.

Tuesday night’s meeting also in-
cluded discussion on the topic of
shared services.

Councilman David Valian said a
number of ongoing shared services
committee meetings have been held
to date; he also reported that a public
forum will be held at the high school
on Thursday, June 18, at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Valian said the forum will “give
everyone an opportunity to give us
what your thoughts are” regarding
shared municipal services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

A shared services study, funded by
a $48,000 state grant, is scheduled to
conclude by the end of the calendar
year.

Councilman Valian said the study
“is something we need to do…to give
us the facts and [suggest] where we
go from there.”

Mayor Mahr said the upcoming
forum is an opportunity to “not talk at
the public, but listen to them first”
and then “to look really hard at what
makes sense.”

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood and
Scotch Plains “are a little bit ahead of
the curve in putting our money where
our mouth is” and “have been meet-
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Fanwood Council

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORAGE PROGRESS...Progress on the county’s storage and office facility,
adjacent to the Ralph Froehlich Public Safety Building on North Avenue in
Westfield, becomes apparent Wednesday.

urging of Mr. Glover, used more sur-
plus to keep taxes low because of his
feeling that the economy would
strengthen. “We’re partially in this
position because we tried to keep
taxes lower,” she said.

Mr. Glover, who was defeated by
Mrs. Malool in last year’s mayoral
race, responded by saying that the
2007 and 2008 councils could have
enacted higher taxes but didn’t be-
cause of impending municipal elec-
tions.

“I was the lone man out,” he said.
Prior to the council’s vote, Mr. Glover
asked the mayor if she knew who the
“last significant political figure to
raise taxes in a recession” was and,
when she asked for an answer, he
replied, “Herbert Hoover.”

The council will hold a public hear-
ing on the 2009 municipal budget at a
meeting on Tuesday, June 30. In the
meantime, a public budget session is
scheduled for next Tuesday at 7 p.m.
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SP Council

Garwood BOE Discusses
Budget and School Closing

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – During a special meet-
ing on Monday night, residents were
given a chance to weigh in on the
Garwood Board of Education’s (BOE)
proposed plan to take the Washington
School “off-line” to limit the property
tax increase to no more than 4 percent
as required by law.

The BOE gave the teachers union a
raise at the beginning of the year and
now faces a shorfall of  $400,000 in
their budget plan for the coming year.
Voters defeated the proposed budget in
April. The board must reduce its expen-
ditures or raise revenues from sources
other than taxes.

“Either raise your revenue or cut
your expenses,” said William Muzzio,
the interim school business administra-
tor. “You have to do one or the other.”

Under the proposed plan, the district
would retain ownership of the building
while shifting its four pre-kindergarten
and kindergarten classrooms to Lin-
coln School. Officials estimate taking
Washington School “off-line” would
save $120,000 next year, although this
figure does not include the costs of
moving. Mr. Muzzio said the board
would explore leasing the school to
another district on a year-to-year basis.

“The real revenue will be generated
by leasing the building,” Mr. Muzzio
said.

Some voiced opposition to the pro-
posal, saying they felt the decision was
rushed and there was not enough infor-
mation being made available.

“What’s the harm in waiting until
next year?” asked Ann Palmer, a resi-
dent and former school board member.
“It seems like we’re collecting all the
information really rushed.”

This sentiment was shared by board
member Linda Koening, who said she
did not “see how we can possibly do
this for September.”

A concern was raised about the pos-
sibility of population growth. Resident
Dana Parkhill, a teacher, said although
there may be enough room to accom-
modate four classes now, an influx of
children in the borough could lead to
over-crowding.

“We’re not losing children, we’re
always growing,” Ms. Parkhill said.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said the district’s student popu-
lation has “remained steady over the
years” and that, based on a review of
demographic information in the
borough’s master plan, the board does
not foresee a sudden increase in enroll-
ment.

A question was raised over the logis-
tics surrounding the move, including
bathroom access and playground space
for pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
students and overcrowding at lunch pe-
riod. School officials said the lunch
vendor will be installing an automated
ordering system in the cafeteria as part
of their contract with the borough and
that students will have access to
Hartman Park.

Ms. Quigley said the district is await-
ing word on a waiver from the county,
since state law requires a bathroom in
each pre-kindergarten and kindergar-
ten class.

When asked for their thoughts re-
garding the plan, board members said
they were still gathering more informa-
tion, though they did express a prefer-
ence for moving the Washington School
“off-line” as opposed to cutting other
programs.

“Right now, at least in this plan, there
are no cuts to programs,” board mem-
ber Karin Rusin said. “We may be forced
to (cut programs) because there just
isn’t enough money to go around.”

If the deficit cannot be decreased by
“off-lining” and renting the Washing-
ton School, then board officials said
program cuts would be necessary, in-
cluding pre-kindergarten, full-day kin-
dergarten, staff and extracurricular ac-
tivities. The borough could also charge
fees for certain programs.

“Everything’s on the table, all pro-
grams not covered under the thorough
and efficient policy,” Mr. Muzzio said.

No action was taken at the meeting.
The next scheduled board meeting is
Tuesday, June 16. Mr. Muzzio said the
board would like to make a decision
regarding Washington School before
the new fiscal year begins on Wednes-
day, July 1.

The SPMC’s next event is likely to
be a movie night on East Second
Street, according to Mr. Watson. No
date has been set, but it would involve
closing off a portion of the street
between Park Avenue and Terrill Road
and allowing merchants, especially
from that neighborhood, to set up
tables to sell their products while a
film is being shown.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 29.

ing for nine years” to explore ways to
save money by sharing services.

The mayor said Fanwood “has a
track record of looking at the meat
and substance of shared services.”

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution autho-
rizing the borough to receive bids on
the Russell Road reconstruction
project.

Councilman Russell Huegel said
the road would be “redone top to
bottom, resurfaced, and regraded.”

Also, Mayor Mahr announced that
Fanwood has been chosen to join the
County Café program, which pro-
vides cold box lunches to low in-
come, elderly and other residents in
need of assistance.

The mayor said the lunches would
be provided twice a week at the For-
est Road Park building beginning near
the end of this month. The program is
partially financed by federal economic
stimulus funds.

Fanwood to Conduct
Blood Drive June 19

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rescue
Squad will host a blood drive at 123
Watson Road on Friday, June 19, from 3
to 8:30 p.m.  Just one pint of blood can
help save up to three lives.

About 60 percent of Americans are
eligible to donate blood, yet on average,
only 5 percent actually donate. However,
in the New York/New Jersey area, less
than 2 percent of eligible people donate
blood.

These low numbers, and the fact that
one out of every three people will need a
blood transfusion in their lifetime, has led
to the fairly constant shortage of blood in
the area.

For further questions, call New Jersey
Blood Services at (800) 933-2566.

Oak Ridge Archery
Range to Open

CLARK - Union County’s new
Oak Ridge archery range in Clark
will be open starting in July. The
range includes bow rests, viewing
benches and a picnic area. An Ar-
chery ID Card and certification is
required to use the range.

Sign-ups will be held at the Oak
Ridge Park range during the week of
June 15 to June 20, weeknights, Mon-
day through Friday, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The fee for one year will be $45 for
adult county residents and $20 for
youths and seniors. The county fee
also applies to residents of Edison.
The fee for out-of-county residents is
$90 for adults and $40 for youths and
seniors.

For archery certification require-
ments and more information, contact
the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900. For more informa-
tion, e-mail tcasey@ucnj.org.

Westfield School Closed As
Kids Show Flu Symptoms

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Two area schools
were closed early this week due to
students having flu symptoms. In addi-
tion, Cranford reported a confirmed
case of swine flu at Brookside elemen-
tary school. The superintendent was
unavailable at press time.

Six children in a class of 15
kindergarteners, in addition to two
teachers that were not of that class in
Lincoln School Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center in Westfield, had shown flu
symptoms on Friday, confirmed Health
Officer of the Westfield Regional Health
Department Megan Avallone on Mon-
day morning. “None of these children
were tested for H1N1” flu virus, com-
monly known as swine flu, she said.

“The state is only testing [for H1N1]
those people sick enough to be hospital-
ized,” she said. According to the state
Department of Health and Senior Ser-
vices (DHSS) website the department is
also testing cases in which there are
clusters of illness, which is defined by
“two or more individuals who have on-
set of ILI (influenza-like illness) within
seven days of each other and reside in the
same household or are associated with
the same institution, activity, or event
(i.e., school, travel, or work).”

Donna Leusner, public information
officer for the DHSS, said this case at
Lincoln is considered a cluster. Protocol
in this situation, she said, is “the school
nurse would contact the local health
department and the local health depart-
ment would be tasked to test the cluster
of influenza-like illness. And then notify
the state and maybe also notify the
county.” She could not verify if the state
was alerted to the illnesses at Lincoln.

On Friday afternoon, the school nurse
called the Westfield Regional Health
Department to notify local officials of
the illness. “It was exactly what she was
supposed to do. This is a great example,”
Ms. Avallone said. She said her depart-
ment has also filled out the paperwork
for notifying the state of the cluster.

Lorre Korecky, spokesperson for the
Westfield school district, said there were
no reports as of Monday of anyone
having swine flu.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment and Superintendent on Schools
Margaret Dolan conjointly decided on
Friday to close Lincoln on Monday and
Tuesday, Ms. Avallone said.

There is a four-day incubation pe-
riod with the flu, “therefore if anyone
was to get sick they wouldn’t infect the
class,” she said.

During its closing, custodial staff
sanitized the school. “The school is
currently using CDC guidelines to dis-
infect the school,” she said. In addition,
parents and the school were sent infor-
mation on what to do if a child or adult
were to show flu-like symptoms.

Though there is no vaccine for the
swine flu, the treatment for all flu strains,
including H1N1, is the same, Ms.
Avallone said. “The basic treatment is
lots of rest and lots of fluids,” she said.
“It makes no difference,” she said, to
have he cluster tested for swine flu
because the treatment is the same. Her
department, she said, opted not to have
those who were sick at Lincoln tested
because four of the students had al-
ready visited a doctor and sending them
back to a waiting room would risk
spreading the illness.

Ms. Avallone said it is more difficult
to have kindergarteners wash their hands
and cover their mouth when coughing –
two precautionary methods that help
discourage the spread of a virus.

According to the school’s website, a
new parent visitation scheduled for June
9 will be rescheduled. Ms. Korecky
said students will have to make up the
two days missed, but the dates have yet
to be finalized. The last day of school
for Lincoln is June 19.

Oratory Preparatory School in Sum-
mit, a private school for young men in
grades 7-12, also experienced an “ex-
cessive illness” amongst its students
and was closed on Monday for “the
health of everyone,” Susan Dougherty,
press officer for the school, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on Mon-
day from her home.

“We had an inordinate number of
kids running a temperature and had flu-
like symptoms,” she said. She said
H1N1 was not reported. Staff was noti-
fied Sunday afternoon of the closing.
“Unless we hear otherwise, we are open
tomorrow (Wednesday),” she said. A
cleaning crew was disinfecting the fa-
cility during its closure.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes said,
across the board in the district, “We
have seen an increase with a number of
students with a fever. We recommended
they stay home for a full seven days.”
There were no confiremd cases of the
H1N1 virus in the school district, she
said, but there were confirmed cases of
the “regular flu.”

As of Monday, the state DHSS has
counted six confirmed cases of swine
flu in Union County and 189 in the
State of New Jersey.


