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Mayor Mahr Comments
On SP-F Times Article

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr this week clarified some reported
statements regarding the June 19 clos-
ing of the Sovereign Bank branch on
South Avenue in the borough. Banco
Santander has purchased Sovereign.

Mayor Mahr said statements pub-
lished by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week incorrectly reported
that the borough was looking to pur-
chase the property. She said the bor-
ough council, in its role as the
borough’s redevelopment agency, was
interested in knowing the sale price
of the bank property, so the agency
could provide that information to

potential developers.
“I never said the borough was go-

ing to acquire the bank property,”
Mayor Mahr said, explaining that she
feels the closing of the bank would
open up more opportunities for a fu-
ture developer.

She said it was correctly reported
that the borough would like to have
one developer for the bank and
Livingston-Wilbor lots, both of which
are located on South Avenue.

She called the properties, along
with a 50-foot parcel of land that the
borough owns behind stores located
on Martine Avenue, “150 feet of prime
real estate” across from the Fanwood
train station.
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Michael Pollack  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING A BLAST...Alex of Fanwood enjoys some magic by a clown at Sunday’s Fanwood spring fair, sponsored by the
Fanwood Business and Professional Association. The event,  held at South and South Martine Avenues,  featured food, rides,
crafts, music and various information booths.

Michael Pollack  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEEEE!...This youngster enjoys one of the rides at Sunday’s Fanwood spring
fair, sponsored by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association. The
event was held at South and South Martine Avenues.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHARING IDEAS...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left, Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, third from left, and consultant Dan Mason are
interviewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton
on a shared-services intiative by the two communities, sponsored by a state grant.
See story on page 3 and the video at goleader.com/video.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLAMINGOED...The home of Lillian Wheeler on Cedar Street in Scotch Plains
has its lawn decorated by toy flamingos last week along with many others in the
region as part of the annual fundraiser for the First Baptist Church of Westfield.

SPMC Approves Budget; No
Hike In ’09-10 Assessments

Fanwood Council Discusses Capital
Budget, Reviews Task Force Report

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council continued discussions
of the 2009 capital budget during a
special meeting last Wednesday night.

During a meeting on May 20, the
council had asked for more informa-
tion from the departments about their
needs, as well as from Municipal
Clerk Eleanor McGovern and Bor-
ough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins regarding the amount of
money available for capital projects.
At that meeting, Mr. Tompkins said
money previously appropriated for
other projects that had gone unused
could be reallocated towards the capi-

tal budget.
Mr. Tompkins reported on Wednes-

day that there was more than $900,000
available. However, when reached by
phone later in the week, he said fur-
ther investigation had revealed that a
bikeway project in the borough was
funded through a grant and not
bonded, lowering that figure to
$613,000.

Of that $613,000, Mr. Tompkins
estimates that approximately
“$120,000 to $130,000” has been
bonded. The remaining balance, al-
though not bonded, still represents
approved spending by the borough.

“When you look at the borough’s
net debt, it’s already in there,” Mr.

Tompkins said on Wednesday. “Even
though it’s not bonded, it’s on your
balance sheet already.”

Among the items being considered
to be funded by the capital budget are
vehicle and equipment purchases,
including an SUV and bucket truck
for the Department of Public Works.
Repairs to the interior of the munici-
pal building and police department
were also requested, along with a
curb replacement program.

The total bill for all of these projects
is roughly $793,000, which is more
than the available funds. The council
did not make a final determination
regarding which items would be ap-
proved. Mr. Tompkins said the coun-
cil hopes to vote on the capital budget
ordinance in July.

The council also reviewed the re-
port of the Citizens Budget Task Force
on Wednesday. The group of citizen
volunteers had made recommenda-
tions to the council regarding bor-
ough expenditures and revenues.
Overall, the council said they appre-
ciated the work done by the group
and that the recommendations made
in the report will be considered as
they move forward with the budget
process.

“I think [the report] is a tool that the
administration and finance think we
should have close at hand during ev-
ery budget cycle,” Councilwoman
Donna Dolce said.

Also on Wednesday, the council
heard a presentation from Steven
Glickman, an attorney, who special-
izes in labor law, with the firm
Ruderman and Glickman in Spring-
field. Mr. Glickman detailed his ex-
periences representing municipalities
in contract negotiations with its po-
lice departments and answered ques-
tions from the council members. The
borough’s contract with its police
department is set to expire at the end
of the year, and Mr. Glickman may be
involved in the negotiations.

Board OKs Storage Units
For Beryllium Businesses

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last week approved applications
for five temporary operating permits
(TOPs) and will continue a sixth at its
July meeting.

Due to a complaint by a Redwood
Road resident about outdoor storage
in contravention of township regula-
tions, municipal officials cited sev-
eral Beryllium Road businesses, thus
compelling them to file TOPs to al-
low the usage of outside storage units
on their properties.

Stone Art Design of 2371 Beryl-
lium Road, Watermarc Graphics of
2367A Beryllium Road, UAC Pack-
aging of 2385 Beryllium Road and
BeCue Realty of 2347 Beryllium
Road all received board approval to
place storage units — two units in the
case of UAC Packaging — outside of

their buildings to store their particu-
lar products.

TOPs are typically issued for a
one-year period, after which an ap-
plicant needs to request an extension
from the board.

The board also approved a TOP for
Sungjoo Park to operate a car service
business and park one car at his 7
Canterbury Drive home.

At its Thursday, July 9, meeting, the
board is expected to act on a variance
application by Andrew and Dale
Heffler of 2216 New York Avenue for
a deck at the back of their home. At the
hearing last Thursday, the board asked
that the deck be reconfigured so as not
to be as obtrusive to neighbors as the
original plans showed.

The Hefflers requested a variance
that would have allowed the new
deck’s rear yard setback to be 20 feet
from their property line versus the 30
feet set out by local ordinance.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
the management entity for the
township’s downtown special im-
provement district, has approved its
budget for the coming fiscal year. If it
is endorsed by the township council
next week, property owners within
the business improvement district will
see no increase in their annual $400
assessment, which will be billed in
four equal quarterly payments as part
of the municipal property tax bill.

The $68,200 spending plan, ap-
proved at the group’s board meet-
ing last Wednesday, will fund op-
erations from July 1 through June
30, 2010.

One item to be funded by the bud-
get is a manager to oversee efforts to

boost the township’s commercial sec-
tor. SPMC Board Chairman Jim
Watson told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the board will
soon begin interviewing candidates
for the position.

At last week’s meeting, the board
also reviewed the Memorial Day Mu-
sic Festival. Township police esti-
mated that 8,000 to 10,000 people
attended the seven-hour event, which
cost about $22,000, although Mr.
Watson said that more than half the
cost was offset by contributions from
some two dozen local businesses and
sponsors.

The SPMC has also put together a
package for local merchants to use
for the grand opening of their estab-
lishments. The package contains
decorative banners and flags to be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mahr Clarifies Point on
Closing of Sovereign Bank

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at the borough council’s regu-
lar monthly meeting Tuesday night,
clarified that the “borough is not in a
position” to purchase the property
now occupied by Sovereign Bank on
South Avenue.

Mayor Mahr said an article that
appeared in last week’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times “led to the belief”
that the borough was considering
buying the property with an eye to-
ward furthering downtown redevel-
opment efforts.

“That is not what I said or insinu-
ated…,” said Mayor Mahr.

The mayor did reiterate that the
anticipated closing of the bank branch
on June 19 “is not a bad thing for
redevelopment” because “it frees up
potential along South Avenue” for
what she points to as “prime real
estate.”

Mayor Mahr indicated that, once a
sale price is determined for the Sov-
ereign Bank property, it is hoped a
developer will be found to then pur-
chase it and work with the borough to
coordinate its redevelopment with that
of other nearby properties, including
the Livingston-Wilbor site next door,
which the borough currently owns.

The mayor said it “makes sense” to
have the same developer rebuild both
the Livingston-Wilbor and Sovereign
Bank properties.

Later in the meeting, pointing to
the significance of ongoing redevel-
opment work, Mayor Mahr added,
“You get one shot [at redevelopment]
in a town like this and this is going to
sustain you for the next 50 or 60
years.”

During public comments, Herbert
Avenue resident Monica Ward said
that speeding vehicles on residential
streets is a “public safety concern.”

Ms. Ward suggested that cars “at a
really high rate of speed” are using
local roads to avoid traffic congestion
in the downtown area.

“I’m very concerned there’s going
to be an accident because people don’t
follow the speed limit,” she said, not-
ing that even more children will be
out playing during the summer
months.

Mayor Mahr agreed with Ms.
Ward’s concerns and noted that ve-
hicles are using local roads as a “cut-
through.”

Ms. Ward asked if there is “any
way we can think of a longer term
strategy” to address the problem.

The mayor agreed to follow up,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP OKs Sewerage Utility; Backers
Say It Will Avoid Further Layoffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The town-
ship council on Tuesday enacted an
ordinance creating a new municipal
sewerage utility that will directly bill
township residents, businesses and
other entities for sewage water use, a
move supporters said was the only
viable way for the local government
to keep this year’s municipal prop-
erty tax increase within state cap regu-
lations and avoid laying off far more
than the six township employees
slated to lose their jobs on June 22.

After a public hearing lasting more

than two hours, the council, on a 3-1
vote, approved the creation of the
Sewerage Utility of the Township of
Scotch Plains, with Councilman
Dominick Bratti saying it will be a
“fairer system” of paying for water
usage. “The more you use the ser-
vice, the more you pay for the ser-
vice,” he said.

All non-township-owned proper-
ties — including not only houses,
condominiums and townhomes, but
also entities such as public schools,
churches, the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School, the Center
for Hope Hospice, the YMCA and
JCC that currently do not pay prop-
erty taxes — will pay for their water
usage. Until water usage measuring
mechanisms are in place, sewerage
fees will be levied on a flat rate basis,
with residences paying $250 per year
and condominiums and townhomes
paying $180. All non-residential prop-
erties, including previously-exempt
entities along with apartment com-
plexes, will pay a $250 flat fee for up
to 27,500 gallons of water usage and
one cent for every gallon used be-
yond that level.

A half-dozen residents spoke dur-
ing the public hearing, with Richard
Samuel, the local Democratic Party
chairman, accusing the council of
formulating the utility ordinance and
the 2009 municipal budget in secret
and in violation of open public meet-
ings requirements. Mr. Samuel said
the new utility was “not well thought
out” and told the council it was “de-
ciding our future without the moder-
ating effect of public scrutiny.” Mr.
Samuel said it was “probable” that
the council’s actions could be over-
turned by a court, although he did not
specifically state plans to file a suit to
that effect.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she was
“very confident” in the legal advice
the council had been given regarding
how it conducted its meetings over
the past few months and told Mr.
Samuel to “feel free to file a [legal]
challenge.”

Consultant Gregory Fehrenbach,
who assisted the council in preparing
this year’s budget recommendations,

spent a good part of the public hear-
ing explaining the reasoning behind
the creation of the sewerage utility,
saying that the council’s other op-
tions — a tax cap waiver and a one-
year pension payment deferral —
would have detrimental effects on
township finances. In response to a
question from Deputy Mayor Jeffrey
Strauss, he said that the sewerage
utility option was “not a novel idea,”
pointing out that a number of towns,
including several nearby communi-
ties, had taken similar steps.

“They’re all over the place,” Mr.
Fehrenbach said.

When Councilman Kevin Glover,
who ultimately voted against the or-
dinance, asked Mr. Fehrenbach if he
had ever considered asking for a tax
cap waiver, Mr. Fehrenbach reminded
him that during the council’s initial
budget deliberations in March, the
idea had been broached, but recom-
mended against by Mr. Fehrenbach,
because a waiver would have required
the township to expend all of its sur-
plus and reserves.

Calling the utility creation “the most
significant change” in the municipal
budget and “the biggest change in
Scotch Plains history,” Mr. Glover
said he was worried the new utility
had not been “properly vetted,” add-
ing that he did not think that “90
percent of the public knows this is
happening.”

Mr. Fenhrenbach warned that if the
new utility was not created, then the
half-million dollar fee increase being
imposed this year by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority would
remain within the township budget
and result in additional layoffs of
township employees so that the bud-
get could be balanced.

“A vote against the utility,” Mr.
Fehrenbach said,  “is a vote for in-
creased layoffs.” He added that if
municipal property taxes had been
higher in the past year or two, then
this year’s fiscal picture might not be
as bleak.

Mayor Malool said the 2007 and
2008 councils, in formulating the
budgets in those years, had, at the
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