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POLICE BLOTTER
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Our 68th Year
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908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Westfield
Tuesday, June 2, a business on the

400 block of East North Avenue re-
ported the apparent theft of a 2008
black Dodge van from the premises
after it had been returned on May 31
by a previous renter.

Tuesday, June 2, Pamela L.
Clemonts, 48, of Colonia was ar-
rested on a New Providence traffic
warrant for $55 as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on the 1100 block
of East Broad Street. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, June 2, Freddie Perez, Jr.,
20, of Perth Amboy was arrested on a
Perth Amboy traffic warrant for $240
as the result of a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Pearl Street. He
was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, June 2, Andrew Stanley,
21, of Linden was arrested on the
1300 block of Boynton Avenue on an
outstanding Cranford criminal war-
rant for $632. He was committed on
default of bail to the Union County
jail.

Wednesday, June 3, Jesse Brooks,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested as a
result of a motor vehicle stop on First
Street near Hazel Avenue and charged
with possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was released with a summons.

Thursday, June 4, Melvina Knight,
43, of Elizabeth was arrested at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $500.
She could not post bail and was com-
mitted to the Union County jail.

Thursday, June 4, a business on the
100 block of Elm Street reported a
burglary. The suspect forcibly en-
tered the business and caused an un-
known amount of property damage
while ransacking the interior. The
suspect then stole a customer’s car
and drove it through a garage door in
order to flee the scene. Westfield Po-
lice Department detectives recovered
the motor vehicle in Newark later that
day. The matter remains under inves-
tigation.

Friday, June 5, Edward Pipkin, 44,
and Dupree Grayson, 34, both of
Paterson, were arrested on one crimi-
nal warrant each from Paterson dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Springfield Avenue and Mill Lane.
Pipkin was released after posting $80
bail, while Grayson was released af-
ter posting $152 bail.

Friday, June 5, Ravi Singhvi, 34, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Scotch Plains traffic warrant for
$89. Singhvi was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, June 5, authorities arrested
Virgil Cleveland, 41, of Burlington
on charges related to the burglary of
an East Broad Street restaurant.

While on patrol, Westfield police
officers observed that the front glass
door of the establishment had been
smashed out and that a burglary had
occurred. Moments earlier, they had
witnessed a van illegally parked on
Prospect Street, with the driver ap-
parently asleep inside, and jotted
down the license plate number. After
traveling around the block and dis-
covering the break-in, they returned
and found the van was gone. A
countywide alert for the vehicle was
issued.

Cranford police arrested Cleveland
a short time later. Inside the van po-
lice discovered two cash drawers,
stacks of cash and multiple rolls of
coins plus a tip jar. Cleveland was
charged with burglary, theft, criminal
mischief and possession of stolen
property. He was committed on de-
fault of $25,000 bail to the Union
County jail.

Saturday, June 6, Lindsey M.
Pomice, 21, of West Chester, Pa. was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at West Broad Street and Hetfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. She was

released on her own recognizance
with summonses.

Saturday, June 6, Kizmahr D. Grell,
23, of Laurelton, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated after a motor vehicle stop at
Wychwood Road and East Broad
Street. He was held pending release
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, June 6, Kayla Logan, 20,
of Livingston was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Sum-
mit Avenues and charged with pos-
session of a legend drug without a
valid prescription. Logan, who alleg-
edly was in possession of 1.5
oxycodone pills, was released with a
summons.

Monday, June 8, James Grant, IV,
30, of Newark was arrested at the Port
Authority Police Department in
Weehawken on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $488. He
was committed to the Union County
jail on default of bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 2, Shakira Ramsey,

26, of Jersey City was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released.

Tuesday, June 2, a resident of Coun-
try Cub Lane reported that someone
entered her apartment. According to
police, nothing was reported missing
at this time.

Tuesday, June 2, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident on Route 22.
According to police, the victim stated
that a vehicle struck his vehicle and
kept on driving without stopping.

Thursday, June 4, Derell
Richardson, 28, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, June 4, Matthew
Descisco, 25, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was
processed and released.

Friday, June 5, Robert Tucceri, 22,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of heroin
after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time officers saw the controlled dan-
gerous substance. He was transported
to headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, June 5, David Mann, 22, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with defiant trespassing af-
ter police received a report of an
unruly customer at a Route 22 amuse-
ment park. According to police, Mann
refused to leave park after being asked
to do so. He was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, June 6, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that someone
broke a section of fence located in his
front yard.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 2, Teisila Cauthun,

28, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding Newark warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
She was processed and released.

Tuesday, June 2, Anthony Rossi,
60, of Middlesex was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Orange
following a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. He was processed and
released.

Wednesday, June 3, an employee
for the United States Census Bureau
reported that someone removed his
hand held recording device from the
recreation area of LaGrande Park.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
SHARING IDEAS...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left, Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, third from left, and consultant Dan Mason are
interviewed by The Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul J. Peyton on a
shared services intiative by the two communities. See story on page 3, and the
video at goleader.com/video.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STORAGE PROGRESS...Progress of the county’s storage and office building
adjacent to the Ralph Froehlich Public Safety Building in Westfield on North
Avenue becomes apparent Wednesday.

solution. There is no better solution
than taking your medicine.”

According to Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
most mayors he has met with are against
the debt-financing option proposed by
the RVSA board. The mayor also said
Mr. Chin is opposed to this
proposal.“We have to make sure it
doesn’t happen,” he said.

First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
asked if this arrangement came about
under the guise of “easing the burden”
for member communities.

Mr. Gildea said that, indeed, the board
does wish to help towns in the short
term; however, debt service just peaked
this past budget cycle. Next year, it goes
down “considerably,” he said, so it
would have made more sense to con-
sider easing towns’ burdens last year,
before towns such as Westfield had
budgeted for a $1-million sewage hit.

In separate business, the town has
authorized Mr. Gildea to serve as
Westfield’s agent for the Sustainable
Jersey Municipal Certification process
and authorize him to complete the reg-
istration on behalf of the town.

Sustainable Jersey is an initiative of
the New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities’ Mayors’ Committee for a
Green Future, the Municipal Land Use
Center at the College of New Jersey, the
New Jersey Sustainable State Institute
at Rutgers University, the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), the Rutgers Center for Green
Building and the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities (BPU), as well as a
coalition of New Jersey non-profits,
state agencies and experts in the field.

The town, in a resolution to be for-
malized next week, “acknowledges that
the residents of the town desire a stable
sustainable future;” as a result, the town
has a “significant responsibility to pro-
vide leadership, which will seek sus-
tainable solutions.”

In compliance with Sustainable Jer-
sey, the town council will formally
establish the “Westfield Green Team,”
comprised of elected officials, mu-
nicipal staff, members of the commu-
nity boards and commissions to lead
and coordinate the sustainability ac-
tivities. Completion of various
“green” initiatives from a menu of
options earns a town points on its way
to becoming sustainable.

Such initiatives include everything
from creation of a mayor’s wellness
campaign to conducting energy audits
for municipal facilities to the establish-
ment of an environmental commission.

Third Ward Councilman David Haas
asked if the goals of Sustainable Jersey
“overlap” with those of an environ-
mental commission.

“It dovetails perfectly, David,” Mayor
Skibitsky replied. “It is not mandated,
but creation of an environmental com-
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WF’s $1.3-Mil. Cap. Budget
Allows Debt Repayment

mission is worth 10 points.”
Fellow Third Ward Councilman

Mark Ciarrocca expressed “concerns”
about such a commission, saying it has
“downsides.” Mr. Ciarrocca said an
environmental commission could lead
to unintended consequences such as
increased costs borne by the commu-
nity and imposed state mandates.

The mayor also shared in those con-
cerns. He said in some areas, an envi-
ronmental commission has required
board of adjustment and planning board
applications to go through the commis-
sion, leading to a “level of bureaucracy,
time and money.”

Mr. Haas replied that in towns that
have a commission, “there is no re-
quirement that the commission report
on an application before it’s heard. In
most towns, all that happens is an extra
copy is put in the mailbox of the envi-
ronmental commission, and if they wish
to comment, they can.”

“So, they’re rubberstamping?” the
mayor asked.

In an e-mail comment to The
Westfield Leader Wednesday, Mr. Haas
said, “I am enthusiastic about the pro-
gram but frustrated that it has taken the
town so long to move in this direction.”

He continued, “Mayor McDermott
pledged the town to the Mayors Agree-
ment on Climate Change five years
ago, and Councilwoman [Vicki]
Kimmins and I have been pushing for
an environmental commission or
committee to do many of these things,
for over two years. This program will
save Westfield money and improve
the quality of life in town if it is
implemented and fully supported.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski stated in an e-mail, “I am
encouraged that the town is moving
towards becoming more sustainable,
since it is the environmentally-re-
sponsible thing to do and presents
tremendous opportunities for cost
savings and grants. I hate to come off
as cynical, but let’s all hope that the
mayor’s proposal is not just election-
year posturing because in the past, he
has been hostile to the efforts of oth-
ers to form a much-needed environ-
mental commission.”

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena said he would be “excited if
the town does save money” but said
“a lot of green stuff out there bears
costs for an entity such as Westfield.
I want to be careful and make sure
there will be savings.”

The mayor praised Sustainable Jer-
sey for its lack of mandates and its
flexibility; he said the goal of the con-
cept is to lower a town’s costs.

Council members commended Sus-
tainable Jersey for its “comprehen-
sive structure” and the “incremental
approach” it proposes.

Garwood Council Continues
Fire Department Hearing

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil heard testimony from members of
the borough’s volunteer fire depart-
ment during a four-hour closed-door
executive session on Tuesday night.

The hearing stems from an inci-
dent, which occurred at a fire scene in
April, where Firefighter Allen
Tweedle is alleged to have pushed
Captain Michael Tharaldsen. The
council also heard testimony during
its May 26 meeting.

“Our ordinance says that the fire
chief has to bring matters, if he so
chooses, to the mayor and council,”
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said. “He so chose in this
case, so that’s why it’s before the
mayor and council.”

During Tuesday’s meeting, resi-
dents had questioned the governing
body regarding the hearing, saying
they believed the matter should have
been handled internally. Borough of-
ficials said the department made ef-
forts to mediate the issue before the
council became involved in the pro-
cess.

“[The fire department] tried to do
it in-house, and they failed to, so it
followed the natural course of or-
der,” Mayor Dennis McCarthy said.

No action was taken following the
session, and officials said they were
unable to comment on the specifics
of the case since it remains open.
Ms. Ariemma said there will be a
resolution at the next council meet-
ing.

In other business, the council pro-
vided an update on their ongoing ef-
forts to bring additional train stops to
the Garwood station. Council Presi-
dent Keith Sluka said a representa-
tive from St. Anne’s had contacted
him, offering to dedicate up to five
parking spaces for commuters.  Coun-
cilman Anthony Sytko, the borough’s
liaison to the Transportation Advi-

sory Council,  also said he had reached
out to New Jersey Transit about when
and if a representative from the orga-
nization could appear at a council
meeting.

“Right now, the ball seems to be in
[NJ Transit’s] court until they get
back to us,” Mr. Sytko said.

Presently, NJ Transit makes only
two stops in Garwood during the
morning peak and four stops return-
ing from Newark Penn Station during
the evening peak.  The borough has
no transit service on weekends. Sev-
enty-five people signed a petition cir-
culated by resident Mike Ferrarra
asking for increased service.

In other business, the council said
it will explore the purchase of a new
garbage truck after Councilman
Jonathan Linken reported that the
borough would be unable to bond for
a used one.  It was learned during the
last meeting that the primary garbage
truck for the Department of Public
Works is more than 20 years old and
requires $10,000 in yearly mainte-
nance.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
had advised the council that bonding
for used equipment is tougher due to
the shorter life expectancy, and this
position was confirmed by the bond-
ing attorney.

Mr. Linken said new trucks gener-
ally range in cost from $125,000 to
$150,000, although he estimated the
borough’s purchase would be on the
lower end of the cost spectrum, since
it is seeking a smaller truck. The
council also felt the borough would
get more use out of a new vehicle.

“Another advantage, you get the
warranty with the new garbage truck
and you guarantee the condition of
it,” Mr. Linken said.

An ordinance regulating the place-
ment of “charitable clothing bins”
within the borough was passed on
Tuesday. The next council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 23.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FLAMINGOED...The home of Lillian Wheeler on Cedar Street in Scotch Plains
has its lawn decorated by toy flamingos last week along with many others in the
region as part of the annual fundraiser for the First Baptist Church of Westfield.

SPMC Approves Budget; No
Hike In ’09-10 Assessments

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
which was created last year to over-
see efforts to boost business in the
commercial sector, has approved its
budget for the coming fiscal year. It
is endorsed by the township council
next week, property owners within
the business improvement district
will see no increase in their annual
$400 assessment, which will be billed
in four equal quarterly payments as
part of the municipal property tax
bill. The $68,200 spending plan,
approved at the group’s board meet-
ing last Wednesday, will fund opera-
tions from July 1 through June 30,
2010.

One personnel item to be funded
by the budget is a manager to over-
see efforts to boost the township’s
commercial sector. SPMC board
chairman Jim Watson told The
Westfield Leader that the board will
soon begin interviewing candidates
for the position.

At last week’s meeting, the board
also reviewed the Memorial Day
Music Festival, which was the initial
effort of the group. Township police
estimated that 8,000 to 10,000 people
attended the seven-hour event, which
cost about $22,000, although Mr.

Watson said that more than half the
cost was offset by contributions from
some two dozen local businesses and
sponsors.

The SPMC has also put together a
package for local merchants to use
for the grand opening of their estab-
lishments. The package contains
decorative banners and flags to be
used during the initial days of opera-
tion, information on how to secure
any required permits, how to set up a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and infor-
mation on notifying local media of a
business’s opening.

Looking ahead, the board is also
looking into the possibility of spon-
soring a 5k race similar to what is
held annually in downtown
Westfield. Mr. Watson said Westfield
merchants “make out well” on the
evening of the race, which is held in
the summer.

The SPMC’s next event is likely to
be a movie night on East Second
Street, according to Mr. Watson. No
date has been set, but it would in-
volve closing off a portion of the
street between Park Avenue and
Terrill Road and allowing merchants,
especially from that neighborhood,
to set up tables to sell their products
while a film is being shown.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 29.

SP OKs Sewerage Utility
To Avoid Further Layoffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council on Tuesday enacted an ordi-
nance creating a new municipal sewer-
age utility that will directly bill town-
ship residents, businesses and other
entities for sewage water use, a move
supporters said was the only viable way
for the local government to keep this
year’s municipal property tax increase
within state cap regulations and avoid
laying off far more than the six town-
ship employees slated to lose their jobs.

After a public hearing lasting more
than two hours, the council, on a 3-1
vote, approved the creation of the Sew-
erage Utility of the Township of Scotch
Plains, with Councilman Dominick
Bratti saying it will be a “fairer system”
of paying for water usage. “The more
you use the service, the more you pay
for the service,” he said.

All non-township-owned properties
— including not only houses, condo-
miniums and townhomes, but also en-
tities such as public schools, churches,
the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal School, the Center for Hope Hos-
pice, the YMCA and JCC that currently
do not pay property taxes — will pay
for their water usage. Until water usage
measuring mechanisms are in place,
sewerage fees will be levied on a flat
rate basis, with residences paying $250
per year and condominiums and
townhomes paying $180. All non-resi-
dential properties, including previously-
exempt entities along with apartment
complexes, will pay a $250 flat fee for
up to 27,500 gallons of water usage and
one cent for every gallon used beyond
that level.

A half-dozen residents spoke during
the public hearing, with Richard
Samuel, the local Democratic Party

chairman, accusing the council of for-
mulating the utility ordinance and the
2009 municipal budget in secret and in
violation of open public meetings re-
quirements. Mr. Samuel said the new
utility was “not well thought out” and
told the council it was “deciding our
future without the moderating effect of
public scrutiny.” Mr. Samuel said it was
“probable” that the council’s actions
could be overturned by a court, al-
though he did not specifically state
plans to file a suit to that effect.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she was
“very confident” in the legal advice the
council had been given regarding how
it conducted its meetings over the past
few months and told Mr. Samuel to
“feel free to file a [legal] challenge.”

Oak Ridge Archery
Range to Open

CLARK – Union County’s new Oak
Ridge archery range in Clark will be
open starting in July. The range in-
cludes bow rests, viewing benches and
a picnic area. An Archery ID Card and
certification is required to use the range.

Sign-ups will be held at the Oak
Ridge Park range during the week of
June 15 to June 20, weeknights, Mon-
day through Friday, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
fee for one year will be $45 for adult
county residents and $20 for youths
and seniors. The county fee also applies
to residents of Edison. The fee for out-
of-county residents is $90 for adults
and $40 for youths and seniors.

For archery certification require-
ments and more information, contact
the Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900. For more information, e-mail
tcasey@ucnj.org.

Fanwood Blood Drive
Set for Friday, June 19
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Res-

cue Squad is holding a summer blood
drive at 123 Watson Road on Friday,
June 19, from 3 to 8:30 p.m. For more
information, call NJ Blood Services
at (800) 933-2566.


