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Greg Reyan or The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR A DEAL…Westfield’s street fair at the South Avenue train station lot on Saturday featured food as well
as crafts such as jewelry as examined by these potential shoppers.

LIONS SHARE...At Pantagis Renaissance on June 9, the Westfield Lions Club
installed officers for the year: President Alberta Capria-Ryan, First VP Bethany
Broadwell, Second VP Greg Ryan, Third VP Bill Barton, Secretary Douglas
Schembs, Jr., Treasurer Jeff Broadwell, Lion Tamer Joan Villane, Tail Twister
Bill Doyle and directors Bill Doyle, Mike Gordeuk and Carl Villane. Pictured, left
to right, are: Mr. Schembs, Elspeth Moore of the West Milford Lions, Mrs.
Villane, Mr. Villane,  Rev. Lois Schembs, Mrs. Broadwell, Mr. Broadwell,  Mr.
Doyle, Mr. Gordeuk, Mrs. Ryan and Mr. Ryan. Bill Barton is not pictured.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOUSE MOVE...A curiosity for weeks, the historic circa-1780’s house on East
Broad Street in Westfield was moved and preserved. It was rotated to reorient the
property and enable the construction of a new home.

Garwood BOE Discusses
Budget and School Closing

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During a special
meeting on Monday night, residents
were given a chance to weigh in on
the Garwood Board of Education’s
(BOE) proposed plan to take the
Washington School “off-line” to limit
the property tax increase to no more
than 4 percent as required by law.

The BOE gave the teachers union a
raise at the beginning of the year and
now faces a shorfall of  $400,000 in
their budget plan for the coming year.
Voters defeated the proposed budget
in April. The board must reduce its
expenditures or raise revenues from
sources other than taxes.

“Either raise your revenue or cut
your expenses,” said William Muzzio,
the interim school business adminis-
trator. “You have to do one or the
other.”

Under the proposed plan, the dis-
trict would retain ownership of the
building while shifting its four pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten class-
rooms to Lincoln School. Officials
estimate taking Washington School
“off-line” would save $120,000 next
year, although this figure does not
include the costs of moving. Mr.
Muzzio said the board would explore
leasing the school to another district
on a year-to-year basis.

“The real revenue will be gener-
ated by leasing the building,” Mr.
Muzzio said.

Those in attendance at the meeting
voiced opposition to the proposal,
saying they felt the decision was
rushed and there was not enough in-
formation being made available to
the public.

“What’s the harm in waiting until
next year?” asked Ann Palmer, a resi-
dent and former school board mem-
ber. “It seems like we’re collecting all
the information really rushed.”

This sentiment was shared by board
member Linda Koening, who said
she did not “see how we can possibly
do this for September.”

A concern was raised about the
possibility of population growth.
Resident Dana Parkhill, a teacher,
said although there may be enough
room to accommodate four classes
now, an influx of children in the bor-

ough could lead to over-crowding.
“We’re not losing children, we’re

always growing,” Ms. Parkhill said.
Superintendent of Schools Teresa

Quigley said the district’s student
population has “remained steady over
the years” and that, based on a review
of demographic information in the
borough’s master plan, the board does
not foresee a sudden increase in en-
rollment.

A question was raised over the lo-
gistics surrounding the move, includ-
ing bathroom access and playground
space for pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten students and overcrowding
at lunch period. School officials said
the lunch vendor will be installing an
automated ordering system in the caf-
eteria as part of their contract with the
borough and that students will have
access to Hartman Park.

Ms. Quigley said the district is
awaiting word on a waiver from the
county, since state law requires a bath-
room in each pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten class.

When asked for their thoughts re-
garding the plan, board members said
they were still gathering more infor-
mation, though they did express a
preference for moving the Washing-
ton School “off-line” as opposed to
cutting other programs.

“Right now, at least in this plan,
there are no cuts to programs,” board
member Karin Rusin said. “We may
be forced to (cut programs) because
there just isn’t enough money to go
around.”

If the deficit cannot be decreased
by “off-lining” and renting the Wash-
ington School, then board officials
said program cuts would be neces-
sary, including pre-kindergarten, full-
day kindergarten, staff and extracur-
ricular activities. The borough could
also charge fees for certain programs.

“Everything’s on the table, all pro-
grams not covered under the thor-
ough and efficient policy,” Mr. Muzzio
said.

No action was taken at the meeting.
The next scheduled board meeting is
Tuesday, June 16. Mr. Muzzio said
the board would like to make a deci-
sion regarding Washington School
before the new fiscal year begins on
Wednesday, July 1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NJSIAA DOUBLES CHAMPIONS…Blue Devils Scott Bernstein, left, and Graeme
Stahl display one of their trophies after winning the New Jersey high school boys
doubles tennis championship at Mercer County Park. See story on page 11.

Lincoln School in Westfield Closed
As Kids Show Flu-like Symptoms

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Two area schools
were closed early this week due to
students having flu symptoms. In addi-
tion, Cranford reported a confirmed
case of swine flu at Brookside Elemen-
tary School. The Cranford superinten-
dent was unavailable at press time.

Six children in a class of 15
kindergarteners, in addition to two
teachers that were not of that class in
Lincoln School Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center in Westfield, had shown flu
symptoms on Friday, confirmed Health
Officer of the Westfield Regional Health
Department Megan Avallone on Mon-
day morning. “None of these children
were tested for H1N1” flu virus, com-
monly known as swine flu, she said.

“The state is only testing [for H1N1]
those people sick enough to be hospi-

talized,” she said. According to the
state Department of Health and Se-
nior Services (DHSS) website, the
department is also testing cases in
which there are clusters of illness,
which is defined by “two or more
individuals who have onset of ILI
(influenza-like illness) within seven
days of each other and reside in the
same household or are associated with
the same institution, activity or event
(i.e., school, travel, or work).”

Donna Leusner, public informa-
tion officer for the DHSS, said this
case at Lincoln is considered a clus-
ter. Protocol in this situation, she said,
is “the school nurse would contact
the local health department, and the
local health department would be
tasked to test the cluster of influenza-
like illness. And then notify the state
and maybe also notify the county.”
She could not verify if the state was
alerted to the illnesses at Lincoln.

On Friday afternoon, the school
nurse called the Westfield Regional
Health Department to notify local
officials of the illness. “It was exactly
what she was supposed to do. This is
a great example,” Ms. Avallone said.
She said her department has also filled
out the paperwork for notifying the
state of the cluster.

Lorre Korecky, spokesperson for
the Westfield school district, said there
were no reports as of Monday of
anyone having swine flu.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment and Superintendent on
Schools Margaret Dolan conjointly
decided on Friday to close Lincoln on
Monday and Tuesday, Ms. Avallone
said.

There is a four-day incubation pe-
riod with the flu; “therefore, if any-
one was to get sick, they wouldn’t
infect the class,” she said.

During its closing, custodial staff
sanitized the school. “The school is
currently using CDC guidelines to dis-
infect the school,” she said. In addi-
tion, parents and the school were sent
information on what to do if a child or
adult were to show flu-like symptoms.

Though there is no vaccine for the
swine flu, the treatment for all flu
strains, including H1N1, is the same,

Ms. Avallone said. “The basic treat-
ment is lots of rest and lots of fluids,”
she said. “It makes no difference,” she
said, to have the cluster tested for
swine flu because the treatment is the
same. Her department, she said, opted
not to have those who were sick at
Lincoln tested because four of the
students had already visited a doctor
and sending them back to a waiting
room would risk spreading the illness.

Ms. Avallone said it is more difficult
to have kindergarteners wash their hands
and cover their mouth when coughing
– two precautionary methods that help
discourage the spread of a virus.

According to the school’s website,
a New Parent Visitation scheduled
for June 9 will be rescheduled at a
later date. Ms. Korecky said students
will have to make up the two days
missed, but the dates have yet to be
finalized. The last day of school for
Lincoln is Friday, June 19.

Oratory Preparatory School in
Summit, a private school for young
men in grades 7-12, also experienced
an “excessive illness” amongst its
students and was closed on Monday
for “the health of everyone,” Susan
Dougherty, press officer for the
school, told The Westfield Leader on
Monday from her home.

“We had an inordinate number of
kids running a temperature and had
flu-like symptoms,” she said. She said
H1N1 was not reported. Staff was
notified Sunday afternoon of the clos-
ing. “Unless we hear otherwise, we
are open tomorrow (Wednesday),”
she said. A cleaning crew was disin-
fecting the facility during its closure.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said, across the board in the district,
“We have seen an increase with a
number of students with a fever. We
recommended they stay home for a
full seven days.” There were no
confiremd cases of the H1N1 virus in
the school district, she said, but there
were confirmed cases of the “regular
flu.”

As of Monday, the state DHSS has
counted six confirmed cases of swine
flu in Union County and 189 in the
State of New Jersey.

Mountainside BOE OKs
Multiple Staff Additions
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The public
portion of the Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) meeting Tuesday
evening began 30 minutes late at 8 p.m.,
as the board was in executive session
since 6:45 p.m.

“We are slightly late, for which I
again apologize,” said BOE President
Mary Beth Schaumberg during her
opening remarks.

The BOE approved, though not
unanimously, three staff appointments
for the coming school year.

Denise Elliot was hired for $54,636
as school psychologist. Ms. Elliot also
will receive payment for summer work
at $225 per day, not to exceed $1,800.

Kevin Tighe was hired as a computer
teacher at a salary of $77,303 for the
school year plus additional compensa-
tion for work during the summer. His
position becomes a 12-month job.

Jessica Urriola was appointed as a
technology teacher at the salary of
$54,636.

Board member Cathy Jakositz said,
“We seem to be hiring a lot of people
with no experience.”

“We are tied by budget constraints to
hire at Step 1 (the lowest pay rate per
contract with the teachers’ union) to be
fiscally prudent. All the candidates hired
did practice lessons and they are the
most qualified for their position,” said
Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles.

Regarding Mr. Tighe, she said, “He
will be teaching much more and re-
sponsible for providing daily instruc-
tion. We need someone to maintain the
district’s technology year-round.”

Board member Jorge Batista voted

against Ms. Urriola’s appointment. The
BOE went back into executive session
before The Westfield Leader was able to
ask for further information regarding
Mr. Batista’s vote.

Ridge Drive resident Marilyn Berney
asked the BOE to clarify Mr. Tighe’s
salary with the addition of a stipend for
the summer months. “Does the sum-
mer rate pay more?” she asked.

“Both the salary and stipend rates are
negotiated every three years with the
teachers’ union. It does cover extensive
outside hours,” said Ms. Schaumberg.

Earlier in the meeting, Business Ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin read
two letters, one from the county super-
intendent approving the extended school
year program and the other from the
state education department approving
the district’s summer school program.

Linda Grossi, co-president of The
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF), reported on the foundation’s
support of student activities during the
past year, including a stipend for the
Jazz Band.

“The MEF is another organization
generously supporting our students,
especially in the arts,” said Ms. Baubles.

Deerfield School Principal Robert
Philips gave a year-end report. Regard-
ing the eighth-grade trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., he said, “Everyone had a
great taste of everything that happens in
our nation’s capitol.” He spoke of as-
semblies, field days and a graduation
breakfast planned in the coming weeks.

“Thank you to all these organiza-
tions for bringing to the surface all the
activities our students have been in-
volved in,” responded Ms. Baubles.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, June 25.

WF’s $1.3-Mil. Cap. Budget
Allows Debt Repayment to Start

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council’s
finance policy committee presented a
debt-management strategy Tuesday
night that it said would allow the town
to continue the process of paying down
its debt while funding capital improve-
ments in the area of public works.

Committee Chairman Sal Caruana
and his committee have adopted a plan
whereby the town would make capital
improvements in two-year cycles.

While the town had a nominal capital
budget last year, it has introduced a
capital-improvement plan that will
spend $1.295 million over the next two
years on ventures such as various road
improvements and equipment purchas-
ing while paying back roughly $1.94
million during that time period.

Mr. Caruana explained how debt had
ballooned from $7.7 million in 2001 to
a peak level of $18.7 million in 2007. In

2008, Mr. Caruana said his committee,
through cooperation with department
heads, made a concerted effort to re-
duce debt in subsequent years and not
allow it to rise above the $18.7-million
figure.

In 2008, the town paid back $900,000
in principal on its debt while keeping
capital improvements to the bare mini-
mum at $225,000; this resulted in a net
reduction of roughly $700,000, he said.
Starting in 2009, the town now has
roughly $18 million in long-term debt.

Mr. Caruana said under the town’s
three-year overall debt reduction plan,
enacted in late 2007, levels should
drop from $18.7 million to $17.4 mil-
lion while adding close to $1.5 million
in capital improvements.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
$165,000 was cut back from the origi-
nal capital budget discussed last month.
Mr. Gildea said despite doing so, it still
“leaves the framework intact.”

The $675,000 in road improvements
includes funds for the repair of the
following roads over the next two years:
Woodmere Drive, Fairhill Drive,
Harding Street, Irving Avenue,
Grandview Avenue, Boulevard, Downer
Street and Knollwood Terrace.

In addition to these road improve-
ments, the budget also allocates
$205,000 in sectional paving for vari-
ous parts of the following roads: Pros-
pect Street, Woodland Avenue, Rahway
Avenue, Park Drive, East Broad Street,
Newark Avenue, Graceland Place and
Virgina Street.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon said
sectional improvements require no sur-
vey work. These milling-and-paving
operations should only cause two-day
inconveniences, he said.

Town Council Public Works Com-
mittee Chairwoman JoAnn Neylan said
last year, under a scarce capital budget,
the town sought to “bring its house
under control.” Now, after forgoing
improvements in 2008, the town
“doesn’t want its infrastructure to
decay...we don’t want to be dormant.
It’s important to maintain the infra-
structure.”

In another finance subplot, the coun-
cil unanimously recommended that its
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) representative, former Mayor
Allen Chin, vote against extending the
facility’s debt obligation.

This year, the RVSA’s assessment to
its member communities is $26 million;
half of that figure, $13 million, is needed
to pay off the mounting debt service on
the multi-million-dollar plant upgrade.

According to Mr. Caruana, instead
of taking the $13 million out of the total
assessment, the RVSA board is seeking
to borrow $13 million.

That figure will then be owed at the
back end of the bond, which is sched-
uled for 2035, with interest accrued.

“This is like using your Visa and
borrowing money to pay off your
MasterCard payment...it’s mind-bog-
gling,” Mr. Caruana said.

He said it shows that the “culture in
government is not changing; you just
borrow to ease the pain. This is not a
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