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500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 29th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties 

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

JUNIOR MUSICIANS…Pictured, from left to right, musicians Mary Lamberti,
Lisa Kessler and Max Kachalov take a break from performing at the May meeting
of the Junior Musical Club of Westfield.

High School Students to Perform
In Junior Musical Club’s June 8 Recital

RECITAL…High school seniors Anne Marie Noronha, Armando Lamberti,
Gabriel Rodrigues, Anna Adamovich and Lisa Kessler will perform Monday,
June 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Westfield’s First Baptist Church.

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield will hold its
annual senior recital at the First Bap-
tist Church, located at 170 Elm Street,
on Monday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m.

The concert is open to the public
free of charge. Seniors Anna
Adamovich, James Chu, Lisa
Kessler, Tim Ko, Armando Lamberti,
Wendy Lin, Anne Marie Noronha
and Gabriel Rodrigues will perform.

Anna, a pianist, is a senior at Union
County Magnet School; she will play
“Gymnopedie 1” by Erik Satie and
Impromptu in B-flat Major, Op. 142,
No. 3, “Rosamunde” by Franz
Schubert. Anna studies piano with
Elena Bartolf. She has received the
Charlotte Rubinow Award from the
Music Educators Association of New
Jersey. Anna will attend George
Washington University.

James, a senior clarinetist at
Westfield High School, will perform
Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto and
“Cantilene” by Louis Cahuzac.
James has performed as soloist and
in orchestras across the country such
as the ASTA National Honors Or-
chestra, New York Youth Symphony,
and the New Jersey All-State Wind
Ensemble and Orchestra. Currently,
James studies clarinet with Andrew
Lamy. He will attend Princeton Uni-
versity.

Lisa, a senior soprano at Cranford
High School, will sing “Notre
Amour” by Gabriel Fauré and
“Laurie’s Song” from Aaron
Copland’s “The Tenderland.” Her
accompanist will be Stephen
Dechiaro. Lisa studies voice with
Maureen Monroe. She has sung in
the New Jersey Women’s All State
Chorus and in the ACDA National
High School Choir. She received the
Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield Scholarship and will at-
tend Carnegie Mellon University.

Tim, a violinist, is a senior at
Westfield High School; he will per-
form the first movement of
“Symphonie Espagnole” by Edouard
Lalo, accompanied by Wendy Lin
on piano. Tim studies violin with
Steven Wolosonovic. He has partici-
pated in the New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony, New Jersey Regional II Or-
chestra and the Westfield High
School Chamber Orchestra. He will
attend Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity.

Armando, a senior violinist at
Roselle Catholic High School, will
play Polish Dance by Edmund
Severn. Armando studies violin with
Steven Rochen. He has been the re-
cipient of several honors and schol-
arships, including the Roselle Catho-
lic 800 Club, Provost Scholarship,
Kean Merit Scholarship and a Col-
lege of New Jersey Merit Scholar-
ship. He will attend Ramapo Col-
lege.

Wendy, a pianist, is a senior at
Governor Livingston High School;
she will play the first movement of
Beethoven’s Sonata in F minor, Op.
57, “Appassionata”. Wendy is presi-
dent of the Junior Musical Club of
Westfield. A student of Sondra
Tammam, Wendy attended the
Tanglewood Institute’s Young Art-
ists Piano Program and has per-
formed at Carnegie’s Weill Hall and
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall.

In addition to solo studies, she
performs with the Governor
Livingston Orchestra and accompa-
nies the Concert Choir. Wendy will
attend Yale University.

Anne Marie, a senior pianist at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, will play Prelude in C Ma-
jor, Op. 32, No. 1 by Sergei
Rachmaninov, “Clair de Lune” by
Claude Debussy and “O Polichinelo”
by Heitor Villa-Lobos.

A student of Sondra Tammam,
Anne Marie has played at a variety
of concert halls including Carnegie
Hall and the Kimmel Center in Phila-
delphia, as well as in the Jersey Gar-
dens Mall. Anne Marie will attend
Johns Hopkins University.

Gabriel, bass-baritone, is a senior
at Governor Livingston High School;
he will sing Alan Menken’s “If I
Can’t Love Her” from “Beauty and
the Beast.” Gabriel has studied voice
with Jeanette Maraffi and acting with
Cynthia Meryl.

Gabriel has been on stage in The
Pajama Game, The Crucible, Rag-
time, Carousel, Kiss Me, Kate! and
many more plays and musicals. Gabriel
received The Governor’s Award in Mu-
sical Theatre and attended The
Governor’s School of the Arts as a
Theatre Scholar. Gabriel will attend
Montclair State University.

Audition Winners
Perform in Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – Gifted young
chamber musicians from several New
Jersey communities, including Scotch
Plains, will be heard in a public con-
cert set for Sunday, June 14, at 3 p.m.
at Temple Sinai, located at 208 Sum-
mit Avenue.

These rising stars, ages 10 to 17,
will appear in this event as winners of
the National League of Performing
Arts’ (NLPA) Young Artists Cham-
ber Music Audition.

The NLPA and the Scarmolin
Chamber Concert Series are co-spon-
sors of the concert, which will feature
works by Beethoven, Bozza, Brahms,
Dello Joio, Dvorak, Grieg,
Khachaturian, Mendelssohn,
Scarmolin, Sichel and Vivaldi, as well
as a Chinese folk song.

Twelve different ensembles will
offer interpretations of these works,
composed for flute quartet, flute trio,
piano duet, piano trio, string quartet,
violin and cello duet, violin and piano
sonata, and vocal ensemble.

The performers include Scotch
Plains’ Albert Wu, who performs vio-
lin and piano.

Tickets are not required; a sug-
gested donation of $10 will be grate-
fully accepted. For further informa-
tion, visit
nationalleagueofperformingarts.org
or at (908) 626-9599.

Drama Awards Portend
Tony’s Success for Billy Elliot

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The Drama League
awards sometimes forecast the Tony
awards, which will be announced
live on Sunday, June 7, at 8 p.m. on
CBS.

As a new member to the Drama
League, I did not know what to ex-
pect when I was sent a ballot and an
invitation to the May 15 Drama
League awards luncheon held at the
Marriott Marquis Hotel in New York.

I cast my ballot for various cat-
egories of shows from the Broadway
season and gleefully sent off my
affirmative RSVP to the luncheon.

The overhead lights in the Broad-
way Ballroom dimmed, and a re-
corded voice of Liza Minnelli wel-
comed the 600 guests and 59 nomi-
nees for the afternoon’s awards.
Crisscrossing red, blue and white
spotlights bathed the Broadway per-
formers as they paraded in to the
perennial favorite, “That’s Entertain-
ment.”

As they sat on a three-tiered raised
dais, the nominees looked out to face
supportive guests, who included
Broadway producers, directors,
agents, managers and fans like me.

Co-hosts Cynthia Nixon – of “Sex
and the City” and the Roundabout
Theater’s production of Distracted –
and movie/theater celebrity Jeremy
Irons, currently of Impressions on
Broadway, set a light tone for the
three-hour-long ceremony.

Unlike the Tony’s, where only the
winners get to speak, all nominees
were given three minutes at the mi-
crophones that lined the long tables.
They voiced their appreciation for
their nominations between each of
the 10 major awards that were pre-
sented.

Presenting the award for Unique
Contribution to the Theatre, legend-
ary producer/director Hal Prince
gave words of praise for his long-
time friend Angela Lansbury, who
received a standing ovation from her
peers and the audience alike.

As she received the award, she
reflected on her career. “During
‘Murder She Wrote,’” she said, “I
wondered if I’d ever get back to
Broadway.” Currently the 83-year-
old plays the adorably zany Madame
Arkati in Blithe Spirit, which won
that afternoon for Best Revival of a
Play and for which she’s likely to
win a Tony.

John Lithgow, of Broadway, movie
and TV fame, specifically in “Third
Rock from the Sun,” shared his feel-
ing about the Drama League, which
he called “the most inclusive and
least competitive theatre event.”

A nominee for the Distinguished
Performance Award, Lithgow
amazed audiences this past season
with his portrayal of Joe in Arthur
Miller’s haunting play, All My Sons.

When Sir Elton John’s name was
announced as the recipient of the
Distinguished Achievement in Mu-
sical Theatre Award, the room
erupted with cheers as he made his
way up to the podium. His smash hit
Billy Elliott, the Musical also won
for best musical.

After confessing to being a “late-
comer” to Broadway, Sir Elton said,
“Art always comes through in times
of anxiety and stress…I feel as if I’m
learning and am a trainee among all
of these people here.” He went on to
remind the audience only three of
his four Broadway shows were hits,
with Tarzan being the disappoint-
ment.

“Take it on the chin if you get a
bad review. There’s nothing better
than that for furthering your craft,”
he suggested.

The podium was peppered with
nominees and presenter superstars
like Stockard Channing, Tynne Daly,
Jane Fonda, David Hyde Pierce,
Allison Janney and Sutton Foster.
Newer additions to the Broadway
scene included American Idol final-
ist and first-time Tony nominee
Constantine Maroulis, featured in
the musical Rock of Ages, who was
kidded for having the longest hair of
the day.

Rivaling Maroulis’ flowing locks
were those of actor James Barbour.
In his basso profundo voice, Mr.
Barbour drolly remarked during his
three-minute time allotment, “I was
in Jane Eyre on Broadway. It closed.
I was in Tale of Two Cities on Broad-
way. It closed. I hope one of you out
there will get me in a show that
doesn’t close.”

At the conclusion of the luncheon,
Lithgow presented the Distinguished
Performance award, which he won
in 1988. He prolonged the suspense
building up to the only award that
had not been pre-announced.

Geoffrey Rush, an Academy
Award winner for his performance
in Shine and an Emmy winner for
“The Life and Death of Peter Sell-
ers,” won for his performance of a
400-year-old-monarch in Exit the
King.

Gracious in his short acceptance
speech, Mr. Rush lauded the other
performers, leaving all in attendance
with the warmth of camaraderie in
this business known as entertainment.

If the Drama League Awards are
any indication of what’s to come this
Sunday at the Tony’s, Billy Elliott,
the Musical will garner the awards
for most of its 15 nominations, and
Geoffrey Rush and Angela Lansbury
will take home top honors.

There’s nothing like live theater,
and there’s nothing more exhilarat-
ing than to see theatre actors hon-
ored for their craft. To learn more
about The Drama League, visit
dramaleague.org.

Jr. Musical Club to Hold
New Member Auditions

SCOTCH PLAINS – Auditions for
membership in the Junior Musical
Club are open to individuals in grades
8 to 12 who are studying music. Two
pieces must be performed for the au-
dition – one piece from the period up
to and including Beethoven and an-
other piece from the Romantic or
Modern period.

The next audition will be Sunday,
June 14, at 4:30 p.m. at the home of
Beverly Thomson Shea, 2121
Princeton Avenue in Scotch Plains.
To audition, or for more information,
contact James Chu, vice-president of
auditions, at (908) 928-0565 or e-
mail juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

The Junior Musical Club, a divi-
sion of The Musical Club of Westfield,
is a performing group of 8th grade
through high school instrumentalists
and vocalists from Westfield and
nearby communities united by their
love of music.

Each June, the club’s high school
seniors present a Senior Recital as
they prepare to leave for college. This
year, the Senior Recital will be on
Monday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m. The
concert will be at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield and is free and open to the
public.

Award-winning Broadway
Stars Come to Mountainside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Actor’s

Camp at Mountainside has just an-
nounced the addition of two Broad-
way stars to its teaching staff for this
summer’s classes.

Tony Award-winning actress
Michele Pawk and Michele Ragusa
(star of Broadway’s Young Franken-
stein) have just been
signed to lead
classes in musical
theater and acting at
Mountainside’s pre-
mier camp for young
aspiring actors.

Ms. Pawk won a
Tony for her perfor-
mance in Carol
Burnett’s Holly-
wood Arms and has worked with such
Broadway legends as Harold Prince
and Susan Stroman. She also has starred
in such Broadway classics as Cabaret,
Seussical, Chicago, Hairspray and
Mamma Mia, as well as having made
various guest appearances on TV, in-
cluding “Law and Order.”

Ms. Ragusa has just finished work-
ing with the comic legend Mel Brooks
in the Broadway production of Young
Frankenstein and will reprise her role
in the national tour of that production

shortly at the conclusion of the camp’s
summer session. She also has starred
in the Tony-winning Broadway pro-
ductions of Ragtime, Titanic and
Urinetown, as well as appearing in the
upcoming Paper Mill Playhouse pro-
duction of The Full Monty while teach-

ing at the camp.
Paul O’Connor,

artistic director of
the camp, said, “I
am thrilled to have
landed such incred-
ibly talented and ac-
complished Broad-
way veterans to join
our faculty. With the
addition of both
Micheles, we are el-

evating the level of instruction for our
students and giving them exposure to
a professional caliber of instruction
that can’t be found anywhere in the
area.”

The Actor’s Camp at Mountainside
conducts workshops at  Our Lady of
Lourdes from July 6 through July 30.
Class size is limited to approximately
20 students. For more information about
the camp, please call (908) 400-2321.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Michele Ragusa and Michele Pawk

NJWA Concert Band To
Play Our Lady of Lourdes

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, June
7, at 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) Concert
Band under the direction of conduc-
tor Howard Toplansky will perform a
spring concert at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, located at 300 Central Av-
enue in Mountainside. The concert is
open to the public, and admission is
$10 per person.

“We are delighted to be invited back
to play at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
Our musical selections are geared to
please a variety of musical tastes and
range from Renaissance to Ragtime
favorites,” said Mr. Toplansky.

John Ondrey, the organist and adult
choir director at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, as well as band director at
Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School, will be featured as guest con-
ductor while the Concert Band per-
forms “DaVinci Sketches” by Erik
Morales.

Mr. Ondrey will also conduct the
Concert Band in “Polyphonic Suite”
by the American band composer
Charles Carter. This selection con-

tains three movements (Motet, Cho-
rale and Madrigal) that are composed
in the Renaissance music style.

The concert will also offer “High-
lights” from the music of Kurt Weill,
arranged by Paul Yoder. Included in
this selection are the songs “Speak
Low,” “September Song” and “Jenny.”
Also planned for the June 7 concert
are march selections, including
“Guards March” by Victor Runov, a
composer of Russian military music,
“Salute to the Russian Eagle,” a
French regimental march from 1895,
and “Men of Ohio” by the great
American march writer Henry
Fillmore.

The concert waltz “Toujours ou
Jamais” by Emile Waldteufel will also
be a prominent selection on this pro-
gram. Rounding out this concert will
be “Meteor Galop” by J. J. Richards,
“The Fashion Rag” by Charles Cohen
and “Prelude and Fugue” by Johann
Sebastian Bach.

For further information, call (908)
964-1793 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net.

Ashford & Simpson, Grandmaster
Flash to Perform This Weekend

By LAUREN KRICHILSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The annual kickoff to a
summer of music, Union County’s
“Rhythm and Blues by the Brook”
Music Festival will again take place at
Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield on Sat-
urday, June 6, from noon to 7 p.m.

The concert will be headlined by
Ashford & Simpson, a couple which
has been producing and performing
over the past four decades.

Their composition “Let’s Go Get
Stoned,” performed by Ray Charles,
became an R & B hit in 1966; after, the
couple was signed by Motown Records,
where they became known for hits like
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough,”
“You’re All I Need to Get By,” “Ain’t
Nothing like the Real Thing” and “Good
Lovin’ Ain’t Easy to Come By.”

In addition to performances by
Ashford & Simpson, “Rhythm and
Blues” will include a performance by
Grandmaster Flash, one of the pioneers
of hip-hop DJ-ing, record spinning by
DJ Spinna, creative works by Angela
Johnson, and a medley of blues, R & B,
Latin jazz, reggae, calypso and classic
rock by The Joe Taino Group.

Music will be playing all day long,
and the concert is free.

“Rhythm and Blues” marks the un-
official beginning of summer music in
Union County, which will again host
Music Fest on September 12 and 13.
Last year’s “Rhythm and Blues” saw

Grammy and Oscar Award winner Isaac
Hayes performing in one of his last
concerts. The soul icon, known for his
“Theme to Shaft,” passed away last
August.

“Every year, we look forward to
‘Rhythm and Blues by the Brook’ to
kick off our summer-long musical en-
tertainment here in Union County,”
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said.

“It’s an event for adults and children
to enjoy the park. And we welcome
everyone to come out and experience
this family-oriented program,” he con-
tinued.

In addition to the all-day music,
“Rhythm and Blues” also plans to have
the Kids Kingdom Travelling Jubilee,
which features rides, arts and crafts,
and entertainment for kids.

Also, new at the festival this year,
there will be an auto show sponsored by
G-Wiz Entertainment, which will fea-
ture a mixture of antique and contem-
porary cars. Additionally, there will be
a food court nearby, serving a “taste of
spring” at affordable prices.

“It’s a wonderful family day. Just
bring a picnic basket and some food,
and stay all day to enjoy the scene,” said
Tina Casey, spokesperson for Union
County, who attended the festival last
year.

Fox 5, my9, Amaker Porterfield, 98.7
Kiss FM, and nj.com sponsor the event.

For more, see ucrandb.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and ½ popcorns

Whether solely by chance or through
blatant appropriation, there is but one truly
inspired moment in Night at the Museum:
Battle of the Smithsonian. Coming at the
conclusion, the scene harkens back to that
romantic favorite, One Touch of Venus
(1948). That aside, director Shawn Levy’s
sequel is a nonsensical mishmash of discon-
nected bits.

There was little laughter in the fairly
packed theater where I viewed this block-
buster continuation of museum night guard
Larry Daley’s lively relationship with oth-
erwise inanimate characters. Only when
two capuchin monkeys ape a vaudeville
routine, alternately slapping Ben Stiller’s
face, did squeals come from the under-6
gang.

Certainly, the shortcoming in entertain-
ment value isn’t for lack of product. This is
chock full of stuff, albeit mostly uninterest-
ing and tied together without a stitch of
directorial finesse. Double entendres, plays
on words and popular references that do not
necessarily relate to the plot make us won-
der if they were actually intended for some
other film.

Mr. Stiller as Larry Daley, defender of the
diorama, dusts the cobwebs off the exhibits
and breathes life into them, pun shamelessly
deliberate. The human ambassador to our
icons in alabaster, he has come to know them
personally. Pity is, the repartees are not
particularly intriguing. Gosh, anything in a
movie can talk. Disney taught us that.

Still, their lack of eloquence notwithstand-
ing, it’s a shame the American Museum of
Natural History plans to replace them with
interactive hologram displays. They are to be
packed off for storage, deep in the subterra-
nean vaults of the Smithsonian Institution.
And this is where Larry comes in, all of it
linking opportunely with a crisis of his own.

You see, now a tycoon courtesy of his
invention, the glow-in-the-dark flashlight,
Larry has been absent from the museum

since installment one. But it’s lonely at the
top. Even a deal with Wal-Mart doesn’t
excite him. However, when he visits the
museum and hears the bad news, he realizes
that hanging with his homies is what he has
been missing.

Turning his back on the ho-hum of finan-
cial success, he decides he must save the
day. Breaching security at the Smithsonian
thanks to the unintended courtesies of a
lesser counterpart (Jonah Hill), he is soon
happily back in night guard uniform. The
battle to save his pals ensues. But it will take
a mind like a steel trap to follow the silly
intricacies.

It will also help if you have a fondness for
the Steve Reeves movies of the 1950s and
’60’s. You know, the cheapie sword-and-
sandal epics where Romans, Greeks, mytho-
logical characters and dinosaurs all roamed
the Earth at the same time. The muddled
chronology here is every bit as confound-
ing, even by kiddy flick standards. Tuning
out is tempting.

But if you can somehow wrap your brain
around the helter-skelter absurdities that
seem to play on an endless loop, the “real-
life” personalities are not without their odd
charm. This includes Robin Williams as
President Teddy Roosevelt; Bill Hader as
General Custer; Owen Wilson as cowboy
Jedediah Smith, and Amy Adams as Amelia
Earhart.

Complementing Ben Stiller’s likeability,
Miss Adams’s spunky aviatrix not only
helps him fight the good fight, but also adds
a winsome notion of amour. So, while Night
at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian
clumsily provides the war it promises, it is
actually much luckier in the realm of love,
ostensibly as Jane and Johnny’s first ro-
mantic movie.

* * *
Night at the Museum: Battle of the

Smithsonian, rated PG, is a Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox release directed by Shawn Levy
and stars Ben Stiller, Amy Adams and
Owen Wilson. Running time: 105 minutes.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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™

Night at the Museum: All’s
Mediocre in Love and War


