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Mustangs Buck Raider Nine for Section Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

strikeouts, while allowing eight hits
and walking two.

“To righties, he was trying to stay
away with his slider, to run it away off
the plate. He’s got a good slider, a
good fastball. He’s a good pitcher!
When you come this far, you got to
have, at least one, and they have it,”
said Raider centerfielder Joey
D’Annunzio.

“He threw a fastball, a nice slider
and we didn’t make adjustments to the
slider. A couple at bats, we got some
good swings on him. Towards the end
of the game, I thought he was getting
tired and he wasn’t throwing the slider
for strikes that much. When he came

with his fastball, we were hitting the
ball hard. But we just didn’t get enough
hits together. Our hits were all over the
place, not in a bunch,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said.

Nick Bonadies (run scored), Lou
Mazzella (run scored), John Max-
well (RBI), Ricky Shevlin and Mike
Henkels each added a hit but it was
D’Annunzio, who had Schroeder’s
number. After grounding to second in
the first inning, D’Annunzio hopped
a single over second in the third,
hammered a two-run homer in the
fifth, where the 22-5 Raiders scored
all three of their runs, and beat out an
infield single in the seventh.

“It was a 1-0 pitch. I was just look-
ing to put good swings on the bat, like
I have been trying all year. He left one
up there and I got a good swing on it,”
D’Annunzio explained.

In that three-run fifth, Maroney nearly
tied the game with a long fly ball that
was caught at the centerfield fence.

“Joey is always a competitor. He
does what we have to do to succeed.
Kevin Maroney just missed one in that
big inning we had. Who knows? A
little bit here and there and it’s a differ-
ent ball game,” said coach Baylock.

In the bottom of the third, the 22-4
Mustangs’ first two batters drew walks.
After a groundout back to the mound,
Marciano golfed the ball just enough
to clear the centerfield fence then
Schroeder crushed his no-doubt-about-
it solo homer to make the score 4-0.

“The first one was a good pitch and
the kid just went down and took it off
his ankles. I didn’t think it was going
out of here. I thought it was just a fly
ball and it carried. The next one was
a home run. It was a mispitch because
the pitch was supposed to be an inside
pitch to back him off the plate. He
(Binkiewicz) lost focus for one pitch
and left it up right over the middle of
the plate,” coach Baylock said.

After the Raiders got back into the
game with their three runs in the fifth,
Marciano tapped a two-out single and
the next two batters walked to load the
bases in the bottom of the inning. Jay
Stolz, who had singled in the second
inning, chopped a two-run single over
second to finalize the scoring.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 030 0 3
JFK-Iselin 004 020 x 6

MAZZELLA WINS IT; BONADIES, MARONEY HIT 100TH

Raiders Nip Somerville, 11-10,
In Group 3, Section 2 Semifinal

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeking its first North 2, Group 3
sectional crown in 20 years, the sec-
ond-seeded 22-3 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
squeezed out an 11-10 victory over
visiting sixth-seeded Somerville in a
wild game that saw four lead changes
on May 26. Catcher Louis Mazzella
became an instant hero when he struck
the winning blow in the eighth in-
ning.

Raider starting pitcher Jon
Kosenick was tagged for three runs (2
unearned) in the first inning, but es-
caped the second and also third with-
out allowing a run when Mike Ridge
(shortstop), Marcus Rivera (second)
and Maroney (first) pulled off a double
play. Ridge took to the mound for two
innings before being relieved by ace
pitcher Gary Binkiewicz, who im-
proved his record to 9-0 by holding
the 13-11 Pioneers to three runs on
two hits and one walk.

Pioneer starting pitcher Sean

Kubernet yielded 15 hits, striking out
five, walked two and hit two batters in
seven innings. Reliever Colin Klika
allowed two hits, one walk and took
the loss.

“We had several costly defensive
errors that almost cost us the game
but, overall, pitching was not bad.
Kosenick settled down, Ridge came
in and did a good job and then Gary
did what he had to do. He was a little
pumped up; overthrew a bit in the
sixth but settled down and was his
normal self,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said.

The Pioneers took a 3-0 lead in the
first inning when two runners
trampled the plate on a misguided
throw to first and Phil Kresefski
tapped an RBI single. The Raiders
immediately answered when
Maroney and Kevin Maxwell both
singled. Maroney then swiped third
and came home on Rivera’s single. In
the third inning, Maroney rapped his
100th hit with a standup double and
scored on Maxwell’s double to right.

Ridge pelted a fastball for an RBI
single, swiped second and scored on
Ricky Shevlin’s double to give the
Raiders a 4-3 advantage.

The Pioneers plated four runs in the
fifth when H.R Gorski and Tyler
Sanchez each hammered two-run hom-
ers. The Raiders roared back with six
runs. Ridge walked. Shevlin and
Henkels each singled to load the pods
then D’Annunzio uncorked a fly ball
to right that was dropped, sending
three runners home. Nick Bonadies,
who also had his 100th hit, followed
with an RBI double to deep centerfield.
Maroney peppered an RBI double and
Maxwell banged an RBI single to put
the Raiders in front, 10-7.

The Pioneers tied the score in the
sixth when Tim Coy cracked a two-
run triple and Gorski added a sac fly
to right. In the top of the eight, Bryce
Gibbons reached first on an infield
bobble but back-to-back force plays
initiated by shortstop Ridge and sec-
ond baseman Rivera ended the threat.
In the bottom of the inning, Rivera
worked a walk. Binkiewicz hooked a
single to right. Mazzella, the number
nine batter, stepped up to the dish and
scorched a shot to the centerfield fence
to bring home the winning run.

“Offensively, it’s a team effort all
the time. It’s never one or two guys. If
the top of the order is not getting it
done, it doesn’t matter. Bottom,
middle of the order, anyone that gets
up in a game-winning situation, we’re
confident that we can pull through it.
Mazzella came up with the big hit and
proved that he’s a good hitter,” said
coach Baylock.

“Coming up in a big spot, I was
shaking, my heart was beating 10
times as fast, but I had to come big for
the team. First pitch, fastball, meat-
ball right down the plate and I hit it off
the fence. I’m speechless right now
and cannot believe it,” said Mazzella.

“One thing about this team is that
they’re very resilient. They don’t quit!
They have heart and battle back.
Somerville helped us out with some
errors (seven), but we helped them
out as well (three). They know that,
with our bats, we can explode and
score runs and that’s one of the rea-
sons why we’re in the spot we are in
now,” concluded coach Baylock.
Somerville 300 043 00 10
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 103 060 01 11

Newark Academy Stops
Blue Devils, 3-2, in TOC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A thriller at third singles went in
favor of Greg Holtzman to give the
No. 2 ranked Newark Academy boys
tennis team a 3-2 victory over No. 1
ranked Westfield in the Tournament
of Champions held at Inman Sports
Club in Edison on May 28.

With the team match tied 2-2,
Holtzman edged Blue Devil Justin
Snyder, 7-5, in the first set then won
the second set, 6-4. After dropping
the first set, 4-6, to Quentin Monaghan
at first singles, Blue Devil Adam Reich
won the second set, 6-1, but lost the
third set, 6-0, to set up the exciting
finale.

The 29-2 Blue Devils’ doubles team
easily rolled over their opponents
early in the match. Scott Bernstein
and Graeme Stahl swiftly defeated
Grant Shalet and Andre Rivera, 6-1,
6-2, at first doubles then James Chu
and Greg Leppescu stopped Om
Pathak and Neil Sethi, 6-0, 6-3, at
second doubles. Blue Devil Dean
Thompson lost his second singles
match, 6-1, 6-1, to Tom Caputo.

“We pretty much knew we would

win at doubles. We just needed one of
our singles players to come through,”
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “Their three singles
players all stepped up and played
great matches. Their kids won. I’m
not disappointed. We had a great sea-
son.”

Earlier in the season, Newark Acad-
emy handed the Blue Devils their
only other loss with a 3-2 score but
Westfield later won 3-2 to even the
score. Thompson figured in both of
those matches by losing to Caputo in
the first meeting then by winning the
second meeting.

During their four-year stretch se-
niors Thompson, James Chu and
Leppescu have been members of a
team that has amassed a 113-6
record, three straight Group 4 titles
and an NJSIAA Tournament of
Champions title. The last loss the
Blue Devils had to a public school
was in the 2006 sectional finals
against Bridgewater-Raritan. (Also
See Devils Den This and That sec-
tion on page 14).

“That’s a pretty amazing run,”
coach Kapner said.

See Picture on Right

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…Raider first baseman Kevin Maroney awaits the throw from second baseman
Marcus Rivera as pitcher Gary Binkiewicz looks on.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HATS OFF IN JOY…Raider Louis Mazzella tosses his hat in joy after getting the
winning RBI hit against Somerville.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION – CENTER HALL COLONIAL

CUSTOM CAPE
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$1,895,000

$939,000
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$599,999

Stunning views, treetop vistas and soaring ceilings enhance the open floor plan of this private
retreat. The center hall opens onto a living room with fireplace, flanked by built-in
bookcases and a wall of windows to an expansive deck. Hardwood floors continue into the
Dining Room, Family Room and updated Kitchen. A paver patio off the Kitchen is a perfect
spot for morning coffee. Master Bedroom with renovated bath and patios off each Bedroom
let you enjoy the outdoors with complete privacy. A first floor powder room, central air and
2 car garage complete this fabulous home. MLS # 2630557

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of WestfieldR17;s desirable “Indian ForestR21;. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

This notable “builder’s own” Custom Colonial boasts the very best of dramatic design
combined with top quality upgrades & amenities. Set on a tranquil tree lined street, yet
moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation. MLS # 2679969

This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5
full and 1 half bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable
features include custom ceilings, elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room,
master bedroom & master bath, gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite.
Special contractors financing available. MLS # 2677967

This new construction 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial, located on the
Northside of Cranford, offers a return to gracious living. Walk along the paver walkway up
to the open front porch and enter into a grand foyer with a soaring ceiling and beautiful
chandelier. This home has a full sized Living Room and Dining Room with French doors
opening to a stunning, spacious kitchen flowing into a large comfortable Family Room with
a stone gas fireplace. Continue upstairs to a large Master Bedroom Suite with a Sitting
Room, large walk-in closet with custom organizers and a large Master Bath. Perfect for both
formal and informal entertaining, the numerous amenities include extensive millwork,
moldings, wainscoting, arched doorways, tray ceilings, recessed lighting, sound system,
alarm system, central vacuum, 1st floor laundry, built-in 2 car garage and professional
landscaping. MLS # 2616512

This completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath expanded Cape boasts all the comforts of
country charm with a convenient location to parks, schools and NYC transportation. Nestled
in a park-like setting, this pristine inviting home is in move-in condition with great attention
to detail. All amenities are beginning with a beautiful kitchen with maple cabinets, center
island, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, a finished basement with a powder room,
inviting porch and deck, insulated 2 car detached garage and much more. MLS # 2661575

$2,295,000


