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By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For His WHS Career,
Jenkins Did OK-K-K-K-K

Devil of the Week
Brandon Molson

Golf

Heroux to Compete
In NCAA Div. I Track
Brandon Heroux, a Westfield resi-

dent, and freshman at The College of
William and Mary, will head to
Fayetteville, Ark. on Wednesday, June
10, to compete in the NCAA Division
I National Track and Field Champi-
onships in the javelin event.

Heroux, is currently ranked 17th in
the nation, and has broken the fresh-
man, school, Richmond Invitational,
Tribe Open, and Colonial Confer-
ence records with a throw of 227’5"
this season. He is also the first thrower
in William and Mary history to earn
All-Region recognition, when he
competed this past week at the East-
ern NCAA Regional Championships
in Greensboro, N.C.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – goleader.com.
Click archives.

June 1, 2006: The Blue Devil soft-
ball team lost, 3-2, in a dramatic eight-
inning thriller to top-seed North
Hunterdon (25-3) in the finals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship before a crowd of 600
in Clinton Township. Sophomore
third baseman Erin Scialabba and
freshman designated player Cyndil
Matthew (2-for-4) each banged RBI
singles.

June 4, 2005: Blue Devil junior
Jeff Perrella finished second in the
3,200-meter run and sixth in the 1,600-
meter run at the Group 4 Track &
Field Championships at Egg Harbor
to qualify for the Meet of Champions
(MOC). Blue Devils Mike Woods
and Mike Gorski in the pole vault and
Raider Kyle Rowbotham in the 400
hurdles also qualified for the MOC.

June 2003: Blue Devil senior
Megan Connors, the goalkeeper on
the girls soccer team, was named to
the McDonald’s All-American High

School Soccer Game. Connors and
the other 71 elite athletes (36 boys, 36
girls) participated in the second an-
nual event sponsored by POWERade
on June 15, at Blackbaud Stadium on
Daniel Island in Charleston, S.C.

June 2, 2002: The Raider boys
finished in a tie for second place with
Toms River South in Group 3 at the
NJSIAA Group Track and Field
Championships in Egg Harbor. Raider
senior Ray Williams was the star of
the weekend, collecting 38 team
points, with three firsts – 100, 200,
400 meters – and a second – long
jump. Should Williams had won all
four events he would have been just
the third boy in state history to do so.

June 2, 1999: Raider senior Blair
Woodward placed second in the long
jump with a leap of 22’6.75” and tied
for sixth in the high jump with a
height of 6’6” at the Meet of Champi-
ons held at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield.

June 3, 1998: Stirred by their one-
run loss to Cranford earlier in the
season, the Raider baseball team gave
the Cougars a dose of their own medi-
cine by pulling off a 6-3 come-from-
behind victory in Scotch Plains. The
victory earned the Raiders a share of
the Watchung Conference National
Division title. Senior Doug Bishop
bashed two solo home runs. Senior
Adam Baumwoll rapped a double
and junior Joe Franzone brought him
home with an RBI single.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/N. Hunterdon Softball

SPF/JFK-Iselin Baseball
SPF/Somerville Baseball
Group 3 Track & Field

Chuck Hood was the prototypical
Norm Koury player. The captain of
the 1966 WHS baseball team that went
22-4 under Captain Nemo, Hood was
a tough-as-nails, dirty-uniform, shirt-
out kind of guy.

During his senior baseball year,
“Captain Collision” had a couple of
beauts at home plate, one at Rahway
and the other in a home game against
a forgotten opponent. “Both catchers
had to leave the game before another
pitch was thrown,” Hood said, sound-
ing proud even through the e-mail.

Hood usually batted either leadoff
(for his speed) or cleanup (for his RBI
ability), and he had some interesting
memories of facing Union’s Al
Santorini, arguably the best right-
hander to ever pitch against WHS.
Some might even say the best righty
ever in Union County.

“Until his senior year, the only thing
he ever threw was his fastball, and,
obviously, that was more than enough
to overpower most everyone he came
up against,” Hood said. “But in my
first at-bat against him during my
senior year, he threw three curveballs
to me that had me bucking at the
knees. I was even more helpless than
I was when I knew that he would be
throwing nothing but heat.

“As I walked back to the bench,
dejected and with my head down, I
passed Coach Koury. He looked at me
and said, ‘Get your head up, son,
nothing you could do about that. Those
were three Triple A curveballs.”

Later in that game Hood got an-
other chance at Santorini.

“I managed to get my bat on one of
his fastballs,” Hood said. “I hit a hard
ground ball, but I swung so late that
the ball just managed to say on the fair

side of the first base bag. It then tailed
into foul territory down the right-field
line. By the time the right fielder was
able to track the ball down, I was
standing on third base … with the
most pathetic triple in the history of
WHS baseball! I almost felt that I
should have apologized to Santorini.”

Santorini hooked up with WHS’s
Greg Chlan in some memorable mano-
a-mano battles back in the mid-1960s.
Santorini was unbeaten as a high
school pitcher and was drafted by the
Atlanta Braves. Chlan, who owned a
couple of ’64 American Legion wins
over Santorini, was a Kansas City
Royals draftee.

Santorini broke into the majors at
age 20. In a six-year career with the
Braves, San Diego Padres and St.
Louis Cardinals, he was 17-38 with
268 strikeouts in 493 1-3 innings.
Twice he was an eight-game winner.
Chlan never reached the majors, but
he spent eight years (1968-75) in the
minors, including the last three at AAA
Omaha, compiling a 50-43 record.

To be sure, WHS has had some
outstanding right-handed pitchers
since I moved to town in August 1959
... Smitty Lanning, Tony Reid, Jim
Smith, Marty Howarth, Chlan, Don
Anderson, Frank Tokash, Bobby
Jester, Jeff Stember (the only WHS
pitcher to pitch in the majors), Jeff
Kole, K.C. Knobloch, Kevin Morris,
Clint Factor, Chris Infantino, Chris
Vogel, Kris Williams, Steve Cheek,
Matt Williams, Brian Butts, Jay Cook
and Billy Hearon, among others.

And right near the top of that list is
Chris Jenkins, who last week wrapped
up his third varsity season, and WHS
career, and will soon be choosing be-
tween attending Stanford and signing
a pro contract, depending on what
happens in this month’s Amateur
Draft.

The 6-foot-7-inch Jenkins is not
just some tall kid who can throw a
baseball pretty hard, while having
trouble keeping his cap on straight.
He is actually a multi-talented, multi-
sport student-athlete. He was a semi-
starter on the WHS varsity basketball
team as a sophomore. And he could
have been a contributor on the state
champion swim team the past two
years if he’d continued down that path.
In fact, WHS coach Bob Brewster put
the bat in Jenkins’ hands as the desig-
nated hitter when he wasn’t pitching,
and he hit a solid .370 with six extra-
base hits, including a home run.

Archrival SP-F had one of the state’s
best hitting teams this spring, yet
Jenkins fanned 29 Raiders in 16 in-
nings in two matchups. On a hot and
muggy UCT final on May 16, he threw
151 pitches in the first nine innings of
the county final (an eventual 2-1 10-
inning loss), allowing the Raiders just
one hit, while striking out 15.

In three years, Jenkins compiled a
14-7 record, with 235 strikeouts in
138 1-3 innings. This year he was 7-1
with 82 k’s; the lone loss came in

relief against Elizabeth. The career
strikeouts total trails only Chlan (246,
1963-65) and lefty Bob List (239,
1953-55).

For his three-year career, Jenkins
averaged 11.89 strikeouts per seven
innings. In comparison, Chlan aver-
aged 9.29 and Lanning 9.39. List’s
career innings aren’t known, but he
averaged 11.96 k’s per seven innings
in his senior year, 1955. Jenkins was
at 12.98 k’s per seven innings as a
junior.

“Chris has developed from a thrower
into a pitcher; he has learned to pitch
to batters,” said Brewster, who caught
Chlan, Anderson and Tokash in high
school. “He has an outstanding work
ethic, and a willingness to learn. And,
best of all, he was willing to take the
game on his shoulders.”

THIS AND THAT
Congrats to the golf team on win-

ning its second straight Union County
championship, and 28th in school his-
tory. Led by Brandon Molson’s 76,
the three-stroke win over SP-F came
despite the loss to injury of confer-
ence medalist Mike Fietkiewicz.

My sources tell me left fielder Mike
Lessner made a homer-saving catch
against Watchung Hills last week that
might have been better than his double-
saving catch against SP-F in the county
final. (P.S. In that Watchung Hills
game, Aiden Scanlon showed that
WHS already has a nice No. 1 starter
for next spring.)

The tennis team came up just short
in its bid for another Tournament of
Champions title, but it did go 29-2,
and won its third straight state Group
4 title. This year’s senior tri-captains
– James Chu, Greg Luppescu, Dean
Thompson – were four-year starters
on teams that had a combined record
of 113 wins against just six losses.
Through weekend play, juniors
Graeme Stahl and Scott Bernstein had
advanced to Tuesday’s quarterfinal
round of the Doubles Tournament.

Another “too early” ending for the
softball team after its 10-4 loss to
North Hunterdon in the sectional semi-
finals. But a 20-4 record isn’t shabby,
and, in fact, it’s the most wins ever for
a first-year WHS softball coach
(Caitlin MacDonald).

A HELPING HAND
Brett Johnson (WHS, ’10) is once

again lending a helping hand for the
needy. The junior first baseman on
this year’s WHS county champion
junior varsity team, Johnson is part of
the Share The Glove program, which
collects old and unused baseball equip-
ment – gloves, bats, balls, etc. – and
makes them available to the under-
privileged inner-city kids.

Last year Johnson and his Confir-
mation sponsor, Joe (the Mailman)
Wheatley, collected more than 70
gloves, quite a few bats and dozens of
usable balls, which were donated to
the Jackie Robinson Baseball League
in Jersey City.

Collection drop sites in Westfield

are at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and Wilson Elementary School, in the
main lobby/office. For more informa-
tion, check sharetheglove.org.

ALUMNI SWIM MEET
Matt Morgan, co-captain of this

year’s state championship boys swim
team, is putting together an alumni
meet as his senior project. He is cur-
rently looking for alumni to partici-
pate in the meet, which will be held
this Sunday at the Westfield Area “Y,”
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Most of the events
are 50’s, and the whole event is for fun
and a gathering/bonding of the past,
present and future of New Jersey’s
No. 1 aquatic community. After the
meet, there will be a reception at the
Morgans, 846 Tice Place.

This is the third such Alumni Meet,
the first two having been put together
as senior projects by Lauren Win-
chester (’05) and Luke Baran (’07).
For more information, contact Matt
Morgan at (908) 233.6436 or
mmorgan4491@gmail.com.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Dan Liebowitz (WHS, ’08) had a

fine freshman year for the Franklin
and Marshall golf team. A four-year
letterman at WHS, Liebowitz helped
the Dips win their conference and
qualify for Division 3 national tour-
nament. He made all-Centennial Con-
ference, all-Mid-Atlantic region and
was one of five golfers selected to the
national all-freshman team. In 15
rounds, Liebowitz averaged 77.1
strokes.

Lauren Gelmetti (WHS, ’05) fin-
ished her softball career by going 19-
1 on the mound, helping the Tufts
softball team finish third in the coun-
try. The Jumbos were 44-3 this year.
Suffering her only loss to Coe 1-0 in
the national semifinals, “Gelmo”
ended her career with a 46-8 record,
third most wins in school history.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub of

2008-09 from Al the Owner at
Westfield Subs (261 South Avenue,
East, now open seven days a week) is
Brandon Molson. The sophomore
fired a 76 to finish second individu-
ally and help the WHS golf team win
the Union County championship.

Next week the Devil of the Year will
be announced.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devils Den Correction:
Last week’s Devil of the Week

was incorrectly listed as Sean
Scrudato, a lacrosse player. The
real Devil of the Week was Ryan
Scrudato (Sean’s brother), a 1,600-
meter and 3,200-meter star on the
track team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING SOUTH TO VIRGINIA…Blue Devil senior Jessica Thompson signs
to play volleyball at Virginia Union University in Richmond, Va. in the fall.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com
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Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen

Call For
More Information!

RAISED RANCH

WESTFIELD...Weichert Realtors and Holly Cohen are pleased to present 310 Orenda Circle. This
beautifully appointed 9 Room, 4 Bedroom Raised Ranch style home boasts a spacious sparkling sunlit
interior combined with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout. The Eat-In-Kitchen features white
wood cabinetry, granite countertops and tumbled marble backsplash. The Formal Living Room and
Dining Room are perfect gathering spots for family and friends. A 22X16 Family Room with a wood
burning fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, Exercise Room, updated baths and first floor laundry room enhance
this homes appeal. Set on a tranquil tree-lined street on a spectacular 1/2 acre yard with a 40‘X50‘ deck,
pool, Jacuzzi and a profusion of specimen plantings. This exceptional residence has it all. Call for your
personal tour today. $799,900. MLS # 2687658


