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Michael H. Hirsch and Ms. Shanna L. Eisner

Ms. Shanna L. Eisner
To Wed Michael H. Hirsch
Averell and Eileen Eisner of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Shanna Lindsay Eisner, to Michael
Harris Hirsch. He is the son of Steven
and Ellen Hirsch of Brentwood, Tenn.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 2000. She
earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Social Work and Special
Education in 2004 from the Univer-
sity of Vermont in Burlington, Vt.
This May, Ms. Eisner was awarded
a Masters of Special Education de-
gree from Peabody College of
Vanderbilt University in Nashville,
Tenn. She has accepted a position

as a middle school special educator
for the Williamson County School
District, a suburb of Nashville.

Originally from Montville, N.J.,
the future bridegroom moved to
Memphis, Tenn. with his family at
age 14. He graduated from Chris-
tian Brothers High School in Mem-
phis and went on to earn a Bachelor
of Science degree from the Free-
man School of Business at Tulane
University in New Orleans, La. Mr.
Hirsch is employed as a network
and storage specialist with Dell,
Inc. in Nashville.

Both Ms. Eisner and Mr. Hirsch
reside in Nashville. They plan to
marry in June of 2010.

Steven Z. Kassakian and Dr. Claire T. Langran

Dr. Claire Langran
To Wed Steven Kassakian

Ms. Maureen Bright of
Livingston, Mont. has announced
the engagement of her daughter, Dr.
Claire Therese Langran, to Steven
Zareh Kassakian. He is the son of
Mrs. Sharon Kassakian of Westfield,
N.J. and Charlestown, R.I. and the
late Edward Z. Kassakian.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Livingston, Mont. She graduated
from high school in 1999 from The
Emma Willard School in Troy, N.Y.,
at which time she returned to Mon-
tana. Dr. Langran graduated from
Montana State University in
Bozeman, Mont. in 2003, receiving
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biomedical Science with additional
concentrations in Women’s Studies
and English Literature.

Her fiancé graduated from
Westfield High School in 1998 and
went on to earn a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in both Oceanography
and Chemistry from the University
of Washington in Seattle in 2004.

The couple met in 2006 in Hanover,
N.H. while attending Dartmouth
Medical School. They moved to
Providence, R.I. in 2008 to complete
their clinical training at Brown Medi-
cal School. In May, Dr. Langran was
awarded her doctor of medicine de-
gree. She will begin an Internal Medi-
cine residency this summer at the
University of Utah in Salt Lake City.
Mr. Kassakian will receive his doc-
tor of medicine degree in May 2010.

A wedding is planned for Sep-
tember 2009 in Bozeman, Mont.

Library to Present Authors,
Band and Job Search Events
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has posted the dates for
three upcoming programs.

On Saturday, June 6, the library will
host Westfield residents Dennis
Dickstein and Robert Flast from 1 to 3
p.m. They are the authors of “No Ex-
cuses: A Business Process Approach
to Managing Operational Risk,” a new
book addressing risk management.

In addition to telling why risk man-
agement is important in daily life,
they will discuss how they developed
their partnership, obtained a publisher
and wrote their book. Admission is
free and open to the public.

Next up will be “Job Hunting through
Social Networks” on Monday, June 8,
at 7 p.m. Amy J. Kearns, president of
the New Jersey Library Association
(NJLA) Information Technology Sec-
tion, will present the program.

Ms. Kearns will discuss the many
new tools and sites that job hunters
can use to ramp up their job search.
Her program will include a discus-
sion of blogs and social networking
sites like LinkedIn and Twitter and
how to make the best use of them.

The Frost Kings, a four-piece R&B,
swing and blues band originating from
the North Jersey area, will appear at
the library on Wednesday, June 10, at
7 p.m. Although the band members
have been together a little more than
six years, they have blended their
diverse musical stylings and back-
grounds to form a tight-knit band.

Equally at home playing swinging
shuffles, slow blues or full-tilt boogies,
the band’s repertoire ranges from the
West Coast swing stylings of Louis

Jordan and T-Bone Walker, to the clas-
sic blues of Luther Johnson, B.B. King,
Eddie “Clean Head” Vinson and
Muddy Waters, to the R&B of Wilson
Pickett and Herbie Hancock.

Both the “Job Hunting” and Frost
Kings programs are open to MURAL
and Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4130 for “Job
Hunting” or 4140 for The Frost Kings.

St. Bart’s Parish to Conduct
Campaign Against Poverty

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Parish will
hold a Bread for the World Offering
of Letters campaign this Sunday,
June 7, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
church narthex. Community mem-
bers are encouraged to participate in
the letter-writing campaign as an
opportunity to collectively take ac-
tion in an effort to end poverty.

Bread for the World is a collective
Christian voice urging the nation’s
decision makers to end hunger at
home and abroad. Participants will
write three letters (to two senators
and one representative) to join over
100,000 more letters from other
churches pushing for policies to aid
the world’s poorest people.

The message being communicated
is to reform foreign aid, making it
efficient, accountable and effective

for people living and dying on less
than $1.25 a day. A poverty-focused
foreign assistance system would pro-
vide help faster and more effectively
when the world needs it most.

The parish Social Outreach Minis-
try will be set up in the lower level of
the narthex. The narthex is the front
entrance at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
contact Carolyn Colonna at
ccolonna@comcast.net or the church
rectory at (908) 322-5192.

Local Museum to Spotlight
Basket Weaving on Sunday

WESTFIELD – Eileen O’Shea will
present a “Basket Weaving Demon-
stration” this Sunday, June 7, from 2
to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Basket making is one of the oldest
crafts known to mankind. Through-
out history, baskets have been used
as practical and decorative contain-
ers for the necessities of life. Ms.
O’Shea will display and discuss dif-
ferent types of baskets made out of a
variety of materials such as reed, ash
and oak. She also will demonstrate
weaving an “egg basket,” a container
used by early American colonists.

Volunteers dressed in authentic pe-
riod attire will be available to guide
visitors through the Colonial era
farmhouse. In the museum’s Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking
Committee will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking and offer taste
samples to visitors. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of Colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, will be open.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for

students and free for children under
age 4. Upcoming programs include
“Celebrate Flag Day with Betsy
Ross” on Sunday, June 14. For more
information, or to schedule a tour at
the museum, call (908) 232-1776
weekday mornings. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org.

St. Bart Academy Plans
Benefit Golf Outing

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Academy of Scotch
Plains, which serves students in Pre-
kindergarten through grade 8, will
hold a Golf and Dinner Fundraiser on
Monday, June 22, in celebration of its
60th anniversary.

The event will be held at the
Maplewood Country Club beginning
with an 11:30 a.m. lunch, followed
by a 1 p.m. golf start. A reception and
dinner will follow at 6 p.m. Proceeds
from the event will be dedicated to
funding new computers for the school.

The cost for golf participants, in-
cluding lunch and dinner, is $225 per
person. For those only attending the
reception and dinner, the cost is $100.
There also are opportunities for jour-
nal ads beginning at $25 and hole
sponsors are available at $200.

For registration and additional de-
tails, call Carl Sicola at (908) 337-
4472, Frank Rossi at (908) 578-6406,
Bob Tomlinson at (908) 500-6141 or
Kevin Schiller at (908) 233-3234.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP IN TROUBLE?
When a small disagreement

begins between two people, it is
important not to point the fin-
ger, blame or yell at each other.
In every Garden of Eden, like in
every relationship, there is some
problem, a little snake. When
the snake is small,
it is important to
get rid of it; other-
wise the small
snake will grow
and it can poison
what could be a
good relationship.
Resolve a dis-
agreement before
it becomes a ma-
jor conflict.

Difficult issues surface in ev-
ery relationship and how we re-
solve them is important. Some
people use weapons of emo-
tional destruction such as anger,
blame, criticism, denial, guilt,
rejection and withdrawal just to
win an argument. Relationships
using such tactics hardly sur-
vive emotionally or end up in
divorce. Turning a toxic rela-
tionship into a healthy one re-
quires patience, flexibility and a

new vision. When facing con-
flicts in your relationship, an
experienced therapist might be
of significant help.

We cannot change a situation
if we fail to accept the other for
who he or she is. Hoping for that

difficult person in
your life to start do-
ing things differ-
ently to make you
happy, you may be
disappointed. Basi-
cally, people do not
change. The hope
is that they will ma-
ture and behave hu-
manly. True love
and patience is

what holds hearts together when
minds disagree.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of five self-
help books, offers Individual,
Marriage and Family Therapy at
his office, 232 St. Paul Street in
Westfield: (908) 232-6118. Indi-
viduals facing personal problems
or couples in troubled relation-
ships experience VIP service, find
relief and supportive solutions in
the office of Dr. Kalellis.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Now Hiring 

(Those are the two words you  
don’t often see these days.) 

At a time when most companies are cutting 

back, Northwestern Mutual hired a record 

number of Financial Representatives in 2008 

and has yet to slow down in 2009.  If you have 

the drive and talent to succeed, contact us. 

Named one of the “Best Places to 

Launch a Career” 

-BusinessWeek, September 2008 

Ranked one of the “Training Top 125” 

-Training magazine, February 2009 

Jeff Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC 

Field Director 

For career opportunity, please contact Laura at….Tel: 908-918-4002...Email: laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com 

St. Helen’s to Present
Late Nite Catechism

WESTFIELD – The international
comedy hit Late Nite Catechism by
Vicki Quade and Maripat Donovan
will be presented on Saturday, June
13, at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield.

Late Nite Catechism recalls reli-
gion classes when youngsters had to
memorize questions and answers
from the Baltimore Catechism, being
quizzed on the answers before the
entire class and expected to give the
correct answer word for word.

“Sister” teaches an adult catechism
class to a roomful of “students” (the
audience). As the play progresses,
she goes from benevolent instructor,
rewarding the “students” for correct
answers with glow-in-the-dark rosa-
ries and laminated saint cards, to au-
thoritative drill sergeant.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., with
the show starting at 8 p.m., for this open
seating performance. Tickets are $35
and are available by calling St. Helen’s
Parish Center at (908) 232-1214.

Late Nite Catechism was nomi-
nated for an Outer Critics Circle
Award in New York and won the Los
Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award
for Best Lead Performance for
Maripat Donovan. It has been play-
ing to full “classes” internationally
since opening in 1993. “Sister” is
available for private classes and
fundraisers through Entertainment
Events, Inc. at (877) FUNNY NUN.

Healthy Adults Day
On Tap Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a Healthy Adults Day
on Saturday, June 6, from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Free and open to all adults, this
event will offer healthy activities in-
cluding ZUMBA! classes, healthy
food demonstrations, personal train-
ing consultations, fitness evaluations,
chair massage, tours of the cardiovas-
cular and strength training rooms,
plus outdoor activities (weather per-
mitting).

For more information, call Lynne
Applebaum at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 239, or e-mail
lapplebaum@westfieldynj.org.


