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SP Water Authority is Potential for
Future Patronage and Raising Money

All We Can Ask Is for Scotch Plains
Council to Discharge Their Duty

Brennan: Let’s Have Debates
In Each of Town’s Four Wards

To Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
Now that we have both received the

nomination for mayor of our respective
party, I am hopeful that our campaigns
can focus on the many important issues
that face our great town. Toward that end,
I believe the voters will benefit from
hearing our views and positions in a series
of debates or Town Hall-style meetings.
These forums can be in addition to the
Candidates’ Night that is sponsored by
the League of Woman Voters and The
Westfield Leader that is held at the end of
the campaign.

I am proposing four debates/Town Hall
meetings to be held in each of our four
wards. Each session can be devoted to a
particular topic such as taxes, budget,
public safety, downtown issues including
parking and/or quality-of-life concerns.
Each forum can also focus on issues unique
to the hosting ward.

We can agree on a moderator, an edito-
rial panel or just simply take questions
from the audience. Possibly students from
our high school can moderate one of the
debates. Quite frankly, I am less con-
cerned over where and when the sessions
take place, as I am that the citizens will
have a fair opportunity to hear directly
from us. Too often the message of a
campaign gets lost in the rhetoric of po-
litical literature and letters to the editor.

Please let me know, as soon as pos-
sible, if you agree with me that the town
would be well served by hearing from us
at these forums. I trust it won’t be a
problem televising these sessions. I think
it would be best if you and I worked out
the details directly. We can probably get
it done over a cup of coffee. I’ll buy!!!

Hope to hear from you soon,
Bill Brennan

Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Like many residents of Scotch Plains,
I attend the occasional town council meet-
ing. Since the budget battle began, and
after hearing of the vitriolic statements,
innuendos and emotional arguments be-
ing played out at the council meetings, I
have made it a point to attend each meet-
ing. I understand and certainly agree with
the concept that the townspeople, and
especially those that may be affected,
have a right to be heard; and their con-
cerns considered by the council during
this process. However, in no way does
this excuse non-factual arguments predi-
cated on showmanship and evoking emo-
tion to make a point. Asking questions,
which include the answer, is not a ques-
tion at all. This defeats the very purpose
of an open process and hinders progress.

I have seen letters in this paper, which
state broad numbers and percentages.
These letters use terms like “spending
increases” and “taxpayer dollars” and
“property taxes” — all of which invoke
images, especially in New Jersey of mis-
management. One such letter states what
the town does not do, such as build bridges
or infrastructure; does not pay unemploy-
ment benefits, does not bail out banks and
auto companies, nor funds the military.

This is certainly true since those are
federal and state responsibilities. Speak-
ing of state, New Jersey has cut contribu-
tions to municipalities. What has not been
cut are insurance costs, public works re-
sponsibilities and the cost of maintaining
an effective police force and other emer-
gency services. This places an added bur-
den on Scotch Plains and many other
towns.

When the issue of shared services is
broached, municipal departments cry foul.
While this has potential to save the town
money, it means the probable elimination
of some positions. This is a no win situa-
tion in the public forum of the town coun-
cil meeting for those at the front of the
room.

The municipal budgetary process in
any town is first a question of math.
Whether an outside consultant or a town
manager is involved, properly done math
results in the same answer. Accusations
of a consultant not knowing or caring
about the town sound passionate when
said, and again does nothing to move the
process forward. A consultant’s job is to
be dispassionate and provide a factual
answer.

When the budget math has been com-
pleted, it is the responsibility of the mayor
and the town council to make fair and
reasonable judgments that is in the best
interests of the town. These decisions are
indeed personal to Scotch Plains, the town
and not to each department or persons.
These are often difficult decisions be-
cause at the municipal level these are
neighbors, friends and in some cases rela-
tives. By completing this process with
due diligence, and affording consider-
ation to all factors, the mayor and town
council will have discharged their duty
appropriately. That is all we citizens can
and should ask of them.

David Webb
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains is finally starting to con-
front the ramifications of spending and
not saving. We are confronted with a
massive shortfall in our revenues such to
support the services and government that
we want.

The town council has presented a very,
well done presentation on our situation
and options. On June 9, this will be open
for public comment. I expect that there
will be a few that will show up and talk;
however, the majority of taxpayers will
stay home and watch some make-believe
reality show -- or be on one of the tax-
payer-funded fields, be tied up with work
commitments or perhaps working a sec-
ond job to make ends meet. I would hope
that more would show up with teabags in
hand, but I’m not holding my breath.

The reasons for the town council deter-
mination are many — the bonding for the
previous ball fields, state mandates, con-
tract-agreed costs, insurance cost in-
creases, lack of income from permits, less
state funding, delinquent property taxes,
etc.

What options do we have? Not many!
We can almost close our government
down by letting staff go. We can work
with the unions to see if they have any
give. We can charge user fees for ball
fields, ask for donations or hope for the
President to drop a bunch of stimulus
money on us. Most of these are unrealis-
tic, and those that are most likely will not
yield sufficient funds.

The new water authority provides a
potentially fairer way of the town paying
the sewerage bill. The creation of this
authority results in the potential of a greater
tax savings for those in homes that have
higher property taxes, versus the less costly
homes. The sewer bill will be dependent
on how much water one uses, not how big
your house is. This stops those in the
costly homes from subsidizing those in
the not so costly homes. This results from
the drop of the tax rate from 1.52 percent
to 1.44 percent.

What I am concerned with is the added
government jobs with the salaries, ben-
efits and pensions included. The author-
ity will be a source of future patronage
positions, and it will create a source of
raising money for pet projects. What if a
special interest group wants more artifi-

cial turf fields? Here is a way of paying
for it.

In addition, I am concerned that tax
delinquencies will increase this year and
in the future, since I don’t expect the
employment situation to improve for
years. Let’s not forget that employment is
a lagging indicator of an ending of the
recession. History has shown that when
taxes rise (property taxes and utilities
increase), the wealthy will only take it for
a while. I am hearing from a number of
residents that they will move as soon as
they can. For some, that will be when they
lose their jobs, retire, transfer or the like.
Some of this may take place when we
start seeing the housing market stabilize.
Since the schools will have to pay for the
sewer now, they will pass it on to us
taxpayers. This means that instead of
paying it with your municipal tax, it will,
in part, become part of the school tax. The
first thing that comes to mind is that this
is a gimmick and is only “kicking the can
down the block.” Our wallets do not care
if it is called a tax or an authority. It is still
more money out of our pockets.

Those of our employees that have been
notified that they were on the list for a lay
off, but were saved this year, I suggest
that you look for other options this year,
since I fear that next year may very well
be equally bad. I don’t want to scare you,
but I speak from experience. Private sec-
tor jobs are continually being lost, return
on investments non-existent, bankrupt-
cies are continuing, energy costs are in-
creasing, government spending is creat-
ing record deficits, government is spend-
ing on low return alternate sources, refi-
nancing of troubled mortgages are return-
ing to default, government is talking about
additional taxes – and on and on.

Scotch Plains Town Council, don’t
worry about a few people that speak up
against the water authority. The majority
doesn’t care, even if they are unemployed.
Should enough teabags show up that night
for each of you to have a cup of tea, I
would be surprised.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
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More News Is at
goleader.com

MS Movies in the Park
Mountainside - The eighth grade soft-

ball game and Movies in the Park have
been rescheduled for Friday, June 5th.

Clark 1969 Class Reunion
Clark - Arthur L. Johnson Regional

High School Class of 1969 of Clark
invites classmates to this milestone 40th
Reunion celebration being held on Oc-
tober 24, 2009 at Pantagis Renaissance,
250 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains. Con-
tact: Cyndi Monteiro or Sandra
Petrucelli Phone: 617-605-9716,
cjmonteiro@msn.com or
Smgecko33@aol.com.
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