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Courtesy of Heidi Sweeney
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER...High school students gather at a pre-prom party,
Friday, before the senior prom for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Above
are, from left to right, Nicole DeSando, Kayla McAlindin, Susie Gonch, Kristen
Armstrong, Davina Roshansky, Michelle Mattar, Kelly Henderson, Pia Tempestini,
Krista Ciecura and Michelle Conway.

Freeholders Reverse Course
On $600,000 Dog Park
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers last week decided to scale back
plans on some $600,000 in improve-
ments that had been planned for the
county’s dog park at Echo Lake Park
in Westfield/Mountainside.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon,
chairwoman of the board’s Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Trust
Fund Committee, said she sent a
letter to County Manager George
Devanney last Thursday requesting
that the county “delay action on the
current plan, while we complete our
research.”

“We have and I have been reading
the media reports and reviewing pub-
lic input with regard to this proposed
renovation of the dog park with inter-
est and with concern,” Mrs. Scanlon
said. She said the plans were devel-
oped two years ago “under a signifi-
cantly different economy.”

“Clearly, the renovation is impor-
tant and has great merit and would be
a tremendous public attraction,” she
said. “Now, given the current eco-
nomic climate, we get that the timing
is not ideal.”

In her letter, Mrs. Scanlon said she
asked Mr. Devanney to have the
county “take a few steps back and
examine other options such as phas-
ing in elements or using existing staff
to complete some of the required
work.”

She said the board encourages “con-
structive public input” on improve-
ments. “We are going to continue to
work on it,” Mrs.Scanlon said, noting
that she has requested that the county’s
parks staff increase maintenance of
the dog park.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the board has recognized that
there is a “significant need to do some-
thing there,” but any improvements
should less costly than first proposed.

A group of residents attended the
meeting to oppose the $600,000 in
proposed changes and agreed to work
with the county on a less-expensive
improvement plan.

Donna Madison of Rahway said
the dog park is “a great facility as it
is,” although she hoped it could be
made “a little safer for dogs.”

Hillside resident Janice Feldman

said she had concern of the “elabo-
rate plan” for the park.

“No one ever consulted anyone who
actually uses the park when those
plans were drawn up,” Ms. Feldman
said.

Ms. Feldman, and other speakers,
also questioned a $1.5-million con-
tract the freeholder board approved
with J.A. Alexander, Inc. of
Bloomfield to construct a new driv-
ing range at Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Union.

“Everybody is focusing on the
money for the dog park, but nobody is
focusing on $1.5 million for a driving
range in this economy. Is that really
necessary?” Ms. Feldman questioned.

Mr. Devanney said it is estimated
that the new driving range will attract
more golfers to the county and gener-
ate an additional $600,000 per year
into the county’s coffers in its first
year of operation. “And that’s why
the county has decided to move for-
ward with this project,” he said.

He said over a half-million dollars
was saved in cost by having some of
the work done by county employees.

Springfield resident Peter Stapleton
said, “We are willing to meet with the
parks department to create a cheaper,
better version of the dog park.” He
called the original plan “extremely
extravagant.”

Director of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Joseph Graziano
said he would begin looking at re-
placing the fence around the dog park,
which a number of speakers said was
not secure enough to keep dogs within
its borders.

John Bury of Kenilworth described
the changes that had been proposed
like “giving a 2-year-old child a toy,
and he winds up playing with the
box.” He said the dog park would
have been closed for four months
while the work was completed. Mr.
Bury said a secure fence that does
not move in the wind and keeps large
and small dogs apart is all that is
needed.

Westfield resident Walter Connor
said the dog park attracts residents
from Union, Essex, Hudson and
Bergen Counties, as well as New York
City. He called the plans that were put
on hold “overly elaborate.” He rec-
ommended that a “secured steel

FW Man Gets 15 Years
For Filming Young Girls

FANWOOD – A Fanwood busi-
ness owner, who pleaded guilty in
state Superior Court in January to
multiple counts of secretly videotap-
ing girls undressing, has been sen-
tenced to 15 years in jail.

Lee Marks, 56, pled guilty in Janu-
ary to 28 counts including eight counts
of second degree endangering the wel-
fare of a child, 14 counts of third
degree endangering the welfare of a
child, six counts of third degree inva-
sion of privacy and one count of fourth
degree invasion of privacy.

According to county prosecutor’s
office, all of the victims were under
the age of 16 when the crimes oc-
curred. In addition, Marks will also
be subjected to a lifetime of parole
after his release and will also have to
register as a sex offender under
Megan’s Law.

Marks was first arrested on Sep-
tember 19, 2008, after several vic-
tims came forward. During the course
of the investigation, led by Fanwood
Police Lieutenant Richard Trigo, other
victims were identified and inter-
viewed, resulting in new charges
against Marks. According to the in-
vestigation, Marks, who ran a trophy-
making company from his garage and
also ran a part-time photography busi-
ness in his basement, videotaped the
victims through a two-way mirror set
up in a dressing area and also mastur-
bated in front of several victims while
seated at his office desk.

Christie Wins GOP Primary Over
Lonegan; Bramnick, Munoz Win

By LAUREN S. BARR, PAUL J.
PEYTON, JOHN MAGUIRE AND

RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Tuesday night’s guber-
natorial primary brought celebrations
for former U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie and Incumbent Governor Jon
Corzine, who will now face off in the
November General Election.

A gracious Mr. Christie, 180,630,
thanked his primary challenger,
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
138,515, “for being a worthy oppo-
nent.” He invited Mr. Lonegan and
his supporters to join the Christie
campaign to “take New Jersey back.”

Mr. Christie told hundreds of sup-
porters at the Hanover Marriott in
Whippany that while he believes that
Governor Corzine is a “good man and

well intentioned,” he is “simply wrong
for this job.” He said that he under-
stands that the people of New Jersey
are hurting with unemployment at a
15-year high.

“I know you don’t want govern-
ment to hold your hand; you just want
them to get out of your wallet,” Mr.
Christie said. He expressed the need
for smaller government in Trenton,
and called for an end to “petty poli-
tics” in favor of good ideas. Mr.
Christie said he would work to make
New Jersey more affordable for both
residents and businesses, and end the
influences of special-interest groups
in Trenton.

Mr. Lonegan addressed more than
100 supporters, including former
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
at the East Brunswick Hilton, thank-

ing them for their support and en-
couraged them to join Mr. Christie in
his campaign for governor.

“We must have one common cause.
We need to beat Jon Corzine,” Mr.
Lonegan said. “I will do everything I
can to move the Republican Party to
victory in November,” he said. By
capturing 42 percent of the light voter
turnout, Mr. Lonegan argued that con-
servative values still matter to many
New Jersey voters.

Incumbent Governor Corzine, who
garnered 77 percent of the vote to
squash his three little- known pri-
mary opponents, was joined by Vice-
President Joe Biden for a campaign
rally at the Richard J. Codey Arena in
West Orange.

Mr. Biden’s speech emphasized the
economic bona fides of Mr. Corzine,
the former chief executive officer of
Goldman Sachs. He said that during
the transition period following the
election, he reached out to Mr. Corzine
for advice on how to tackle the nation’s
economic crisis. “Literally, the first
call I made for advice was Jon
Corzine,” Mr. Biden said. “I called
him because he’s the smartest guy I
know in terms of the economy and
finance.”

The Vice-President said the nation
cannot recover from the recession
without New Jersey serving as “an
engine.” He credited Governor
Corzine for helping to craft the
nation’s economic stimulus plan and
for “creating the first economic re-
covery program in the country.”

With the outcome of the Republi-
can Primary still unknown as he took
the stage, Governor Corzine focused
his attacks on the party as a whole. He
criticized Republicans for their
stances on social issues, including
gay marriage, and for their lack of
support for President Barack Obama.
He also blamed the Republican Party
for the nation’s current economic situ-
ation.

“While Republicans talk, Demo-
crats and I delivered,” Mr. Corzine

FW Eyes Sovereign Bank
For Redevelopment Plan

Mayor Malool Says It Is Unlikely
Township Layoffs Can Be Averted

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council began its 2009 munici-
pal budget public discussion meet-
ings last night, but Mayor Nancy
Malool said it is unlikely that the
layoffs and other reductions in the
township workforce that were an-
nounced last week could be avoided
later this month unless approximately
$132,400 in excess appropriations
could be cut from areas besides sala-
ries and wages.

“We’ve already been through this
budget,” she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times earlier this week,
pointing out that the $25-million
spending plan had already been cut
significantly prior to its introduction
last week. Besides department-by-
department cuts in appropriations, a

majority of the council also agreed to
create a new sewer utility to issue
sewerage bills and collect payments
and thus remove from municipal bud-
get appropriations the fee presently
paid to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority. A public hearing on the
creation of the new entity will be held
at the council meeting next Tuesday.

With appropriation levels still
$132,400 above state cap require-
ments, the council last week announced
layoffs of six township employees
along with a reduction from full-time
to part-time status for three other em-
ployees. Earlier in the spring, the town-
ship had submitted a layoff plan with
the state Department of Personnel that
included more than two dozen posi-
tions for possible elimination.

The six positions slated for layoffs
as of Monday, June 22, include one
police officer and a part-time com-
puter operator in the police depart-
ment, a full-time laborer in the recre-
ation department, a full-time em-
ployee in the public works depart-
ment, and part-time typists in the
construction code office and the mu-
nicipal court. The three full-time po-
sitions that will be reduced to part-
time status include a clerk-typist in
the public works department, a clerk
in the tax assessor’s office and a clerk-
stenographer in the clerk’s office.

Mayor Malool said the final layoff
plan has been submitted to state offi-
cials and she expects to receive their
formal approval shortly.

In the meantime, she said township
officials are negotiating with the lo-
cal Police Benevolent Association to
see if there are any contract conces-
sions that can be made that could save
the position of the police officer slated
to be laid off. The police are working
under a one-year contract for 2009
that includes the same salary increases
as 2008.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
The Times that the loss of a police
officer would have a “significant nega-
tive impact” on what he described as
“a currently understaffed” force.

Mayor Malool said similar discus-
sions are underway with the Scotch
Plains Public Works & Recreation

Association, the bargaining unit rep-
resenting public works employees.

Besides last night’s budget session,
the council had scheduled another
meeting for Tuesday, June 16, at 7
p.m. Mayor Malool said the public is
welcome to attend and that any seri-
ous proposals on how the municipal
government can cut the budget while
retaining positions would be consid-
ered. The public hearing and vote on
the budget will be held on Tuesday,
June 30.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, dur-
ing the public comment portion of
their monthly agenda meeting Mon-
day night, discussed the borough’s
desire to acquire the property cur-
rently occupied by Sovereign Bank
on South Avenue after the bank had
notified of its intent to sell.

Mayor Mahr said the bank is plan-
ning to close its Fanwood branch,
located in the middle of the borough’s
downtown redevelopment zone, on
Friday, June 19.

“At this point, it’s good news from
the borough’s point of view,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We’re waiting for a [sale]
price from the bank.”

The mayor said that “it’s to the
borough’s interest” to quickly acquire
the property “because it opens up
more opportunities” for redevelop-
ment. At the same time, the borough
said it would not have to worry about
making logistical accommodations,
such as a drive-through window, to
enable the bank to continue operat-
ing.

“This is 150 feet of prime real
estate…directly across the street from
the train station,” Mayor Mahr said.

The mayor also said it would “make
sense” to use the same developer for
both the Sovereign Bank and the ad-
jacent Livingston-Wilbor properties.
The borough purchased the
Livingston-Wilbor property on South
Avenue a year ago for $1.8 million.
The building sustained significant
damage from the borough’s Station
Mews development project when a
fire caused he development to col-
lapse onto the Livingston-Wilbor

building in 2007.
Also Tuesday night, the governing

body discussed an issue pertaining to
the borough’s recreation commission.

The commission has proposed al-
lowing a vendor from a nearby town
to move one of its recreation pro-
grams into the Forest Road Park build-
ing so the vendor can accommodate
more people.

While several outside vendors
currently contract with the com-
mission to run programs and camps,
Council President Donna Dolce
said, “I have taken issue with the
way the recreation commission does
its business.”

Ms. Dolce spoke in favor of having
the borough council provide more
direct oversight of recreation pro-
grams.

“A few years ago, we didn’t have
the [recreation] programs we have
now,” Councilman David Valian re-
sponded. “Anything that grows has
hurdles to overcome.”

“The problem is,” said borough
attorney Dennis Estis, “the recre-
ation commission is an autonomous
body.”

Further, Mr. Estis said, “We don’t
appear to be following the statute
governing the use of municipal ‘real
property’ by outside private vendors.”

Pointing to the recreation commis-
sion, Mr. Estis, added, “They don’t
own the property; we do.”

Mayor Mahr directed Mr. Estis to
look further into the issue and the
statutory regulations “with an eye
toward trying to make this work.”

“I would like to make it work in a
way that we’re covered,” Council-
woman Joan Wheeler said.
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Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THE CAMPAIGN BEGIN…Governor Jon Corzine, right, speaks to sup-
porters on Tuesday night at a campaign kickoff at the Richard J. Codey Arena in
West Orange with Vice-President Joseph Biden at his side. Mr. Corzine will face
Republican Gubernatorial nominee Chris Christie in November in his quest for
a second term.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VICTORIOUS…Republican Gubernatorial candidate Chris Christie thanks
supporters at a Primary Night victory celebration at the Hanover Marriott in
Whippany. Mr. Christie defeated former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan to win his
party’s nomination to face Governor Jon Corzine in November.
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Courtesy of Amy Carow
’09 LIVES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors gather on the turf field behind the school, Friday, to recognize their
place as 2009 graduates.


