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Band Plays Authentic
Swing-Style Music in WF

By MEREDITH A. MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Due to the rain last
Thursday, Nostalgia – The Big Band
performed in the Westfield Commu-
nity Room. The free concert, held in the
indoor setting, created an intimate at-
mosphere, and for the two-hour dura-
tion of the show, time rewound to the
Swing / Big Band eras of the 1930s and
40s.

“It’s like I died and went to heaven,”
gushed a female attendee. “There’s
nothing like the good old days.”

In addition to the band’s tight sound,
vocalists Edward Boutross and Katie
Locke had the audience enraptured.

Mr. Boutross’ top-notch renditions
of such classic numbers as “You Make
Me Feel So Young” and “The Way You
Look Tonight” sounded remarkably
Frank Sinatra-like.

Ms. Locke’s rich voice provided very
authentic jazz-singer sounds when she
performed songs such as “All of Me”
and “Over The Rainbow.” Clearly, from
their smiles and finger-snapping bee-
bopping movements, the audience was
quite satisfied.

Sam Calello, the group’s conductor,
performed a tenor-sax solo of “A Day
in The Life of a Fool,” and the band’s
version of the big-band hit “String of
Pearls” was also a delight.

The last number of the evening was
the upbeat Glenn Miller classic “In The
Mood.” At this point, a lively couple
brought its enthusiasm to the floor. The

two got up and danced as the crowd
clapped and formed a circle around
them.

First alto saxophonist / clarinetist Sal
Melillo, a.k.a Sonny Miles, formed
Nostalgia nine years ago while playing
with The Westfield Community Band.
When the conductor expressed interest
in creating a swing band, Mr. Melillo
enthusiastically spearheaded the
project.

He recruited several members of The
Westfield Community Band and even-
tually added other talented musicians
from outside the Westfield circuit.

Nostalgia rehearses weekly, and its
cohesive and cheerful energy is appar-
ent in their live performances. The band
plays mostly for fun but also performs
at weddings and other family events.

Mr. Melillo said in addition to the
talent and dedication of the group’s
members, Nostalgia operates as a “well-
oiled machine” because its members
are amicable with one another. Since
large egos are not present, it makes
rehearsing and performing more en-
joyable for all involved, he said.

Eighty-four-year-old Lou Russo,
Nostalgia’s second alto saxophonist and
a clarinetist, noted that band members
are grateful for Mr. Melillo’s dedica-
tion. “Sal has a sixth sense of picking
people for the band who are coopera-
tive and willing to rehearse,” he com-
mented.

For more information, visit
nostaligathebigband.com.

Ladies Take to the Greens
For Breast Cancer Fundraiser

By BRIGITTA GREENE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tightened wal-
lets and pinched purses could not stop
the women of Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains as they hosted the
annual Play for P.I.N.K. breast cancer
fundraiser earlier this month.

Although attendance was down by
approximately 30 percent from last
year’s high, organizers took advantage
of difficult economic times to add a
homespun twist to this year’s festivi-
ties, said Beth Hornstein, a chairwoman
of the event.

A buffet lunch followed a morning of
golf with ladies dressed in full pink
attire. A total of 136 women attended
lunch, while 86 participated in golf.

The event — which this year raised
nearly $30,000 — is always a chal-
lenge to put together, said Vincent
Locurcio, banquet manager at the coun-
try club. Pink, ribbon-shaped tables,
grilled salmon, even pink-tinted toilet
paper greeted the 136 women as they
filed in.

“It’s very gratifying to see so many
people come out and support this cause,”
said Ronni Grebow, chairwoman. “Ev-
eryone knows someone who has been
touched. We’re all in this together.”

She added that this particular
fundraiser is probably the most well
attended women’s event at the country
club each year.

Attendees could participate in a si-
lent auction as well as the traditional
tricky tray lottery game. In addition to
the raffle prizes donated by local mer-
chants, club members also donated their
own theme baskets this year for the
tricky tray.

“We knew that people got hit bad this
year with the economy,” said Ms.
Hornstein. “We didn’t want to burden
the merchants.”

Approximately 75 tricky tray prizes
— both donated by merchants and cre-
ated by club members — were up for
bidding in addition to the 20 silent
auction packages.

This year for the first time, Dr. M.
Michele Blackwood, director of breast
health and disease management at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center, spoke at the
event.

Two staff members from Robert
Wood Johnson Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center offered free blood pres-
sure and body fat testing to attendees.

Both the fitness center and Play for
P.I.N.K promote women’s wellness and
personal health awareness. “We go hand
in hand,” said Lina Rizzo of the fitness
center.

Play for P.I.N.K. is a national organi-
zation dedicated to raising money for
breast cancer research. Volunteers or-
ganize events — everything from golf
and tennis tournaments to card games
— to raise funds and awareness. The
organization raised over $3,000,000 in

2008, according to its website.
The women of Shackamaxon raised

over $53,000 last year for the cause,
said Ms. Hornstein.

Though this year’s total was signifi-
cantly less, Ms. Grebow said the event
was a “huge success.”

Brigitta Greene for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE PINK LADIES…Beth Hornstein, left, and Ronni Grebow participate in the
Play for P.I.N.K. event at Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains last
Tuesday. They both chair the organization.

Have Some Wacky Summer
Fun at Psycho Beach Party

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Girls, get out your
pedal pushers. Guys, hook the speaker
to your rolled down car window at the
drive-in theater. And everybody, get
ready to turn back time to the 1960s
when Frankie Avalon and Annette
Funicello tanned themselves on
Malibu beach while starring in Beach
Blanket movies, and Alfred Hitchcock
was still making psychological thrill-
ers. Then shift ahead a couple de-
cades to when the slasher-movie was
born. This sets the motion for Charles
Busch’s 1980s play Psycho Beach
Party, set in the early ’60s.

Mr. Busch’s play needs fearless
actors, split-second execution, keen
direction and an appreciative audi-
ence for the show to work. And Di-
rector Mark Spina’s version has it
all.

Mr. Spina always brings a unique
summer program to the stage at Union
County College, the home of The
Theater Project (TTP), a professional
theatre company. He has let his cre-
ative juices flow in this sizzling sum-
mer spoof.

In the pre-show, Mr. Spina uses
movie reels from the drive-in era
where dancing hot dogs and ice cream
bars invite the audience to visit the
concession stand. Young folks might
not catch the wave of nostalgia in
seeing that cute bit, but the baby
boomers roared with recognition.

TTP’s production of Psycho Beach
Party is a hilarious mélange of Gidget
grows up, Alfred Hitchcock suspense
thrillers and slasher movies.

Campiness reigns amid slasher-
type assaults by a “surfside shaver” in
this teen-horror genre to make it a
great summertime parody. Stereo-
types run amuck when ultra-hip surfer
dudes meet a nerdy girl with a mul-
tiple personality disorder.

Specifically, naive teenager
Chicklet (Jenelle Sosa) longs to own
a surfboard and master the big waves
in California, while her sexy, alter
ego Ann wants to become
“Dominatrix, Empress of the planet
Earth.” In between learning to surf,
Chicklet’s multiple personalities pop
up as fast as zits springing up on a

young teen’s cheek. Mr. Busch played
the female lead in his original ver-
sion. In this adaptation, female lead
Ms. Sosa is charged with the meta-
morphosis of personalities, and she is
sensational.

Surfer pals Provoloney (B.J.
Thorne) and Yo-Yo (Christopher
Johnston) find true love at the beach
as well as chief kahuna, Kanaka (Rick
Delaney), whose effected California
“dude-speak” is a scream. “Being a
surf bum is a tall order,” he explains.
“No commitments or involvements;
it’s a tough job,” he tells his side-
kicks. His unkempt long hair and
goatee complete the laid-back image.

Star Cat (Stephen Medvidick),
Marvel Ann (Rebecca Moore),
Berdine (Jen Ponton) and Nick
(Raphael D. Pastor) round out the
talented cast.

As Chicklet’s best friend Berdine,
Ms. Ponton is a hoot as a totally
serious existential-spouting nerd
whose life is destroyed when she and
Chicklet break their friendship bonds.

In a league of his/her own is Harry
Patrick Christian who plays Mrs.
Forrest, Chicklet’s mother, and
Bettina Barnes, a famous movie star
who is hiding at the beach house just
down the way from the surfer dudes.
Mr. Christian excels as consummate
female drag queen complete with
highlighted cheekbones, ruby lips and
hair-free, panty-hosed legs. The only
thing missing from his silver-screen
starlet getup is the fake, press-on Lee
nails.

Arnulfo Maldonado’s simple set
works well, especially in tandem with
technical director Jon F. Zaccone’s
videos of breaking waves on the giant
screen set up behind the marvelously
funny “surfing” actors. Costume de-
signer Maggie Baker is spot on, espe-
cially with the girls’ clothing. Light-
ing by Jacob Platt and sound by
Michael Magnifico pull together the
professional show.

This production has an over-the-
top silliness quotient that is as fulfill-
ing as a brimming box of buttered
popcorn.

Psycho Beach Party is playing at
Union County College in Cranford
and runs through Sunday, August 2.

Parrotbeach Brings Music
Of the Islands to Clark Park
CLARK – The Union County Sum-

mer Arts Festival 2009 concert se-
ries continues on Wednesday
evening, August 5, with music by
Parrotbeach. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to attend this free concert
of Jimmy Buffett-inspired music at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark, beginning
at 7:30 p.m.

Parrotbeach is one of the few full-
time Buffett tribute bands. For nearly
10 years, they have been traveling up
and down the east coast. Though
Buffett tunes are by far the largest
part of their repertoire, other island
music and party favorites round out
their play list.

The band members hail from all
over the country, and they bring a
variety of musical influences with
them. Just like Buffett, the band is
comfortable with different styles,
from rock to acoustic, reggae,
Motown, soul and swing.

In addition, the Runnells Special-
ized Hospital Foundation will hold a
benefit “Party in the Park” begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. under a tent near
the concert area in Oak Ridge Park
on August 5. Tickets for the special
benefit party should be purchased in
advance. For further information
about the Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital Foundation fundraiser, call
(908) 771-5803.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs will continue throughout Au-
gust on Wednesdays beginning at
7:30 p.m. The location of the con-
certs will alternate each week be-
tween Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside and Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Lawn chairs, blankets and
picnic baskets are encouraged. Re-
freshments and snacks will be avail-
able from vendors.

To learn more, call (908) 558-
4079 or visit the ucnj.org/parks/
summerarts.html.

Audiences Should ‘Cross Over’
To Kean for Washington Comedy

Courtesy of Mike Peters
HE’S NO LAME DUCK..George Washington (Brian Sutherland) and his men cross
the Delaware River in Duck Crossing at Premiere Stages, on through Sunday.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – In December 2008, when
a group of Revolutionary War-cos-
tumed figures tried to reenact General
George Washington’s boat crossing of
the Delaware River, they failed be-
cause the river froze. That same fro-
zen-river scenario occurs in John
Wooten’s historical comedy Duck

Crossing, which premiered in mid-
July at the Premiere Stages in Kean
University.

Mr. Wooten’s 90-minute unique
comedy, presented without intermis-
sion, is a fly-on-the-wall view of Gen-
eral Washington and his men crossing
the Delaware River to reach Trenton
on Christmas Eve of 1776. The show
is billed as a “What if Washington
never crossed the Delaware?” situa-
tion, but it is so much more clever than
a mere tag line.

Though most Americans think of
Washington as an indefatigable hero,
history reports he lost many battles.
This play shows the human side of the
larger-than-life legendary figure, with
his personal struggles and doubts.

“I’ve lost the respect of my men,”
Washington laments while the lead
boat, which serves as the stationary set
for the play, is stuck in a quagmire of
ice. “Even God has decided against
us,” he says of the encircling fog. One
of his men tries to buoy his spirits by
retorting that the ice and fog are “God’s
gifts. Any change is better than freez-
ing to death in the woods!”

Discord among the ranks foments
in Washington’s men, who are without
boots or heavy outer clothing in the
dead of December. Back then,
Washington’s critics saw General

Washington’s plan, according to play-
wright Mr. Wooten, as foolhardy.
Those cynics referred to the crossing
as Duck’s Crossing because his en-
emies saw Washington as a lame duck.

In this fast-pace journey, five people
accompany Washington in the lead
boat. George Custis (Kevin Gilbert),
whom the men refer to in derision as
“King,” comparing him to King George

III, provides the major comic relief.
But in idiot-savant-like manner, King,
who happens to be Martha
Washington’s nephew, has some of
the most insightful lines of the play.

While the four other men are out on
the frozen river, Washington, played
commandingly by Brian Sutherland,
bares his soul to King about his per-
ceived rivalry of a phantom sibling
figure and fear of his father. The audi-
ence is mesmerized with the story
while the fool, King, snores.

One of the men on the boat, William
Lee (Korey Jackson), was actually
Washington’s slave who was report-
edly set free at the end of the war.
Captain Blackler (Christopher Oden),
who harbors secrets, Private Russell
(A.O Moore), who knows the river,
and Lt. Spill (Gary Littman), who
thinks he knows it all, rock the boat
with a variety of surprise twists and
turns. Mr. Littman’s characterization
of Spill makes us love to hate him.

With allusions to historical figures
Betsy Ross and Martha Washington in
the mix, the comedy, like the river, has
plenty of depth while it covers terri-
tory that includes fascinating polar
opposites of treachery/loyalty, brav-
ery/cowardice and slavery/freedom.

Scenic designer Joseph Gourley has
collaborated with the brilliant play-

wright/director, Mr. Wooten, to clev-
erly stage the boat in a hidden canal of
actual water. Effective lighting by de-
signer Nadine Charlsen casts eerie
moonlight with alternating fog effects.

Whether fact or fiction, Duck Cross-
ing is not only about the “what if…” of
history, but also inspiration, courage
and leadership. The audience is better
for catching Mr. Wooten’s glimpse of
it. Duck Crossing runs at the Zella Fry
Theater through Sunday.

Westfield Sisters Take Part
In CF’s Grease Production

AREA — Westfield resident Mia
Pafumi, playing Marty, one of the “Pink
Ladies” in Community Actors Student
T h e a t r e
(C.A.S.T.)’s pro-
duction of Grease,
has brought along
friends and family
to join her in this
summer’s show that
will be presented
tonight, tomorrow
and Saturday
nights, July 30, 31
and August 1, at
7:30 p.m. at
Cranford High
School.

Mia, a 2008
Westfield High
School graduate,
and four-year-vet-
eran of these sum-
mer theater produc-
tions, has intro-
duced her 10-year-
old sister to C.A.S.T. Marie-Elena
Pafumi, who will be a fifth grader this
fall, is excited to be in a show with her
big sister after seeing her perform as
Marion the Librarian in The Music
Man and participate in other C.A.S.T.
shows.

“I get to hang out with her,” she said
with a smile when she spoke of this
year’s experience.

Mia, who will be a sophomore at
Montclair State University in the fall,
said, “I wanted her to have the fun and
experience I have gained from this pro-
gram. She reminded me that she was
now 10 years old, and she could audi-
tion, so I thought it would be a great

experience for her. Being a part of
C.A.S.T. for all these years has done
phenomenal things for me.”

C.A.S.T. has had
such a positive in-
fluence on Mia, she
persuaded her boy-
friend Tony
Mowatt to audtion,
and her got the part
of Kenicki. Tony
is a sophomore at
Kean University’s
theatre program.
He said the experi-
ence is one that
spans a wide range
of ages — from 10
to 22 — for a cast
that learns from
each other as well
as the directors.

He said he real-
izes the importance
of the experience
for all of the stu-

dents, no matter what their background,
in coming into this program.

“There is a wide gap of ages in this
theatre group; it’s an experience that
will be educational theater for them,
not just entertaining,” he said.

Karyn Mack, producer/director of
the show, has stage manager Sara
Brown, choreographer Alicia
Dominguez and music director Eric
Witkowski assisting her. For more in-
formation about the show or to reserve
tickets, go to castinfo.org. All $10 tick-
ets may be purchased at the door.
Cranford High School is located at 201
West End Place.

Susan Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
GIVING THE PITCH…Mountainside
resident Gabriel Rodriguez, playing
Roger in the musical Grease, sweet talks
one of the “Pink Ladies,” Jan, played
by Alicia Dominguez, who also is the
production’s choreographer.

Courtesy of Susan Spadaro
INTO THE SWING OF THINGS...Sam Calello conducts the Westfield Commu-
nity Swing Band, Nostalgia, last week.

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

     Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

       STEVE SHEVLINO

     JANET FITTERER

          PHYLLIS TANTAWY

• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

First Friday Series
Begins in August

WESTFIELD – Teatro Sí presents
the new First Friday Music Series at the
Galeria West Art Gallery on 111
Quimby Street in downtown Westfield.

The opening event takes place on
Friday, August 7. Entitled “An Evening
Of Tango With Very Special Guest Art-
ists,” the event features Tito Castro and
Pancho Navarro. They will perform
music sets at 7 and 8 p.m.

Mr. Castro plays the bandoñeon, and
Mr. Navarro performs the acoustic gui-
tar. The suggested donation is $10. To
learn more, call (908) 301-9496 or visit
TeatroSi.com.

Bye Bye Birdie
Performs in Garwood
GARWOOD – Just Off Broadway

Productions, a nonsectarian group
comprised of actors ages 7 to 70 from
10 towns as far away as Point Pleas-
ant,  are showing Bye Bye Birdie,
which  will be performed at Lincoln
School Auditorium, located at 400
Second Avenue in Garwood, on Au-
gust 6, 7 and 8, at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $12 for adults and $10
for children. For more ticket
infromation, call (908) 612-9329.  The
event is sponsored by St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church of Elizabeth.

The acting troupe works closely
with the ARC of Union County, which
offers services to both adults and chil-
dren with developmental disabilities.
They act as an important support
group to both individuals and their
families who need assistance in cop-
ing with the day-to-day challenges
faced in the areas of vocation, educa-
tion, recreation and family support.


