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Miss Marianna Davila
Weds Christopher Perrella

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER PERRELLA
(She is the former Miss Marianna Elizabeth Davila)

Miss Marianna Elizabeth Davila of
Short Hills, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ricardo Davila of Short Hills,
was married on Saturday, July 11, to
Christopher Silvio Perrella of
Westfield. He is the son of Silvio and
Anne Perrella of Westfield. The
couple became engaged on August
23, 2007.

Monsignor George Trabold, pastor
of Saint Rose of Lima Roman Catho-
lic Church in Short Hills, and Monsi-
gnor Robert Ritchie, rector of The
Cathedral of Saint Patrick in New
York City, officiated the ceremony at
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

Ricardo J. Davila gave his daugh-
ter away in marriage. The bride wore
a strapless, ivory gown of silk
shantung with hand-placed beadwork
and ribbon embroidery on both the
gown and the matching veil. She car-
ried a bouquet of white roses and
lavender sweet peas.

Ms. Alexandra Sabini of New York
City, the bride’s friend, served as maid
of honor. Bridesmaids were Ms.
Christina Baranetsky of Short Hills,
Ms. Eireann Gilligan of Annerley,
Australia and Ms. Erin Heacock of
Melrose, Mass., friends of the bride,
and Ms. Elizabeth Perrella of
Hoboken, the groom’s sister. Ms.
Rebecca Davila of Arlington, Va., the
bride’s cousin, was the junior brides-
maid.

The bridesmaids wore full-length,
satin, strapless gowns in Marine blue
and carried bouquets of sweet peas
and summer garden flowers in blue
and lavender.

Jeffrey Perrella, brother of the
groom, was Christopher Silvio
Perrella’s best man. Serving as

groomsmen were Erik Claussen of
Watchung, the groom’s cousin;
Ricardo S. Davila of Hoboken, the
bride’s brother; Donald Mutz of
Garwood, Matthew Rosen of Port
Washington, N.Y. and Michael
Wilhelm of Westfield, friends of the
groom.

A 2000 graduate of Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child in Summit,
the bride earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Business Administra-
tion from Boston University in Bos-
ton, Mass. in 2004 and is a 2008
graduate of the Thomas M. Cooley
Law School in Lansing, Mich. She
passed the New Jersey and New York
bar exams this year.

The bridegroom, a 1999 Westfield
High School graduate, received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemi-
cal Engineering from Bucknell Uni-
versity in Lewisburg, Pa. in 2003, and
a Master of Business Administration
degree from Michigan State Univer-
sity in East Lansing, Mich. in 2008.
He is employed by Bank of America
in New York City.

A rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the groom at Cellini
Restaurant in New York City. The
wedding reception was held at The
New York Palace Hotel.

Miss Jamie Dougher and John Hancock

Needle Nite Items
Find Variety of Homes
FANWOOD – Needle Nite items

made at Fanwood Presbyterian
Church have found a variety of homes.

This spring, 29 quilts and six knit
or crocheted Afghans were delivered
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
and one was sent to the Center of
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains. Lap
robes were sent to the residents of
Norwood Nursing Home in Plainfield,
and prayer shawls have been placed
with that mission.

Hats, sweaters, booties and blankets
were made for newborns at Beth Israel
Hospital in Newark, and 16 helmet
liners have been sent to military per-
sonnel serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Those who have yet to come to a
Needle Nite can come to the next
event, which will take place Friday,
August 7, at 7:30 p.m. in Westminister
Hall on Marion Avenue in Fanwood.
Needles, yarn, fabric, patterns and
teachers are available.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.
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TEA ANYONE?…Fifth grade Troop 913 from Franklin School in Westfield was
recently awarded the Girl Scout Bronze Award, which is the highest honor a
Junior Girl Scout can earn. The girls Bronze Award project was an interactive
and educational “Fun with Fairy Tales and England” program for the kinder-
gartners of the Westfield Day Care Center. The troop created a magical plane ride
to England where the young children learned about British sayings, sampled
special treats, played English games, enjoyed a royal tea party, made crafts and
created a workbook of their adventures.

Westfield Library to Present
Romance Novel Author

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present Bradley
Booth, author of the romance novel “I
Apologize,” on Wednesday, August 5,
at 7 p.m. The author will give copies of
his book to attendees. The library is

located at 550 East Broad Street.
“I Apologize” is the result of Mr.

Booth’s personal experience with
tragedy. When he lost his fiancée to a
rare form of leukemia, Mr. Booth was
advised to seek solace by venting his
feelings among others who had suf-
fered a similar tragedy.

He did not follow this advice, and
after five years of blaming himself
for not doing more to save her, he
unleashed the emotions that produced
this narrative.

In the book, the protagonist lives
with the memory of his fiancée’s
death. When he has the opportunity
to fall in love with someone new, the
events that led to his first love’s death
seem to be starting all over again.
Will he have the chance to love again,
or will it be taken from him?

The talk is open to Westfield Me-
morial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, go to the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the online calendar or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.

FAN-FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT…Members of the Westfield Junior Girl
Scout Troop 450 show off some of the fans and photos used in a new display they
helped create recently for the Westfield Historical Society.

Girl Scout Troop Adds Fans
To Hist. Society Collection

WESTFIELD – Westfield Junior
Girl Scout Troop 450 recently com-
pleted a project to help the Westfield
Historical Society enhance and dis-
play its fan collection.

Handheld fans have a long history
and rich lore. They have been used
throughout the world for centuries to
provide relief in hot weather, as fash-
ion accessories and in various types
of theatrical performances and cer-
emonies.

Under the direction of Westfield
Historical Society museum and ar-
chives volunteer Barbara Burton, the
troop visited the museum, located at
the third floor of the Westfield Board
of Education Building, and met with
costume experts Maribeth Lisnock
and Gail Alterman from the Cranford
Historical Society.

Ms. Lisnock and Ms. Alterman
showed some of the highlights of the
Cranford fan collection and shared
their knowledge of these items.

Troop members photographed and
wrote descriptions of the fans. The old-
est fan is from 1878 and was used as
part of a graduation ensemble when its
owner graduated from the University
of Wisconsin, an unusual accomplish-
ment at that time. The fan is made of
ostrich feathers and has an ivory handle.

Also included are several fans from
bridal trousseaus and one believed to
be part of a mourning outfit.

The troop and the society are seek-
ing additional fans for the Westfield
collection. Troop members have al-
ready donated several unusual fans.

Residents who have fans in their
attics or closets should consider do-
nating them to the society so that

others may enjoy and learn from them.
To learn more about the museum,

call (908) 654-1794 or e-mail
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

UC Hiking Club Looks
To Grow Membership
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities, providing
wholesome recreation while contrib-
uting to physical fitness. Hiking and
biking activities are scheduled
throughout the week.

Most events take place in central
and northern New Jersey. Member-
ship dues are $10 per year. Prospec-
tive members are invited to try out the
club by participating in up to three
outings before joining.

Call Union County Parks at (908)
527-4900 to request a complimen-
tary schedule, which includes a new
member application.

Westfield Library
Names Co-Presidents
WESTFIELD — Linnea Rhodes

and Diane Weinberg, both of
Westfield, will serve as co-presidents
of the Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library for 2009-2010.

The organization sponsors an an-
nual book sale that benefits the li-
brary, as well as a number of activi-
ties, including trips to the opera in
Manhattan, programs for adults and
children, and Books-on-Wheels.

Other members of the group’s execu-
tive board include Jody Lipson, vice-
president; Fran Lemberg, recording sec-
retary; Mary Orlando, corresponding
secretary; Camille Hayden, treasurer,
and Jane Bischoff, assistant treasurer.

The following Westfielders are
among committee chairpersons for
the Friends: Barbara Uhr, arts; Eleanor
Senus, awards; Dot Teller, book dis-
cussion; Letty Hudak, Books-on-
Wheels; Cecelia Sahulka and Debbie
Bailey, bylaws; Diane Singleton, his-
torian, and Alice Dillon and Anita
Meyer, hospitality.

Other committee chairs are: Regina
Dowd and Lynne Hartzell, member-
ship; Susan Coren, newsletter; Shelly
Nichols, nominating; Nancy
Rainville, opera trips; Rita Gubic,
adult programs; Lynn Bilman,
children’s programs; Jane Stepanski,
scholarships; Carolynn Pulliam, spe-
cial projects, and Tina Lesher, pub-
licity. Judy Musacchia and Lynn
Kolterjahn are members-at-large, and
Arlene Burgess and Colleen Bodayla
serve as emeritus members.

Information about joining the
Friends is available at the library.

WHS Students Make
Donations to Hospital
WESTFIELD – Two students from

Westfield High School created a more
comforting environment for prema-
ture and ailing newborns at Children’s
Hospital of New Jersey at Newark
Beth Israel Medical Center. The stu-
dents, Ellen Straus and Arielle Ziering,
sewed 30 covers for the Neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit’s (NICU) infant
isolettes.

When their English class required
a senior project of community ser-
vice, the two students decided to help
premature infants. A relative had a
premature baby and they hoped to
help other families with similar expe-
riences. They received assistance co-
ordinating the project from their En-
glish teacher, Darren Finkel.

“We chose Newark Beth after re-
searching hospitals in our area,” Ellen
said. “The NICU has a lot of patient
referrals and helps many families.”

The students raised more than $500
from family and friends to purchase
fabric to create the colorful covers.
The extra money was used to purchase
bouncy seats, rattles, mobiles, crib
mirrors and other items. All of the gifts
were delivered to the NICU on June 5.

“We were delighted to receive the
generous donation from these remark-
able high school students,” said Diane
Marconi, developmental director of
the NICU at Newark Beth Israel.

Caregivers to Meet
At St. Helen’s Parish
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
August 3, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Group meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Rev. Porter to Be
Named Bishop on Sat.
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Conse-

cration of Reverend Kelmo C. Porter,
Jr., pastor at St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains, to the office of bishop
will be held this Saturday, August 1,
at 9 a.m. at Cathedral International,
277 Madison Avenue, Perth Amboy.

Miss Jamie Dougher
To Wed John Hancock

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Dougher  of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Jamie Dougher, to John Hancock of
Dallas, Tex. He is the son of Gene and
Julie Hancock of Jasper, Tex.

A 2001 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Miss Dougher
graduated from the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill with a
degree in journalism. After college,

she moved to Dallas, where she ac-
cepted an editor’s position at The
Dallas Morning News.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Jasper High School in Jasper,
Tex. in 1997 and from the University
of Texas in 2001. He also is employed
at The Dallas Morning News.

The couple is planning an October
2009 wedding and will continue to
reside in Dallas.


