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Too Long Now We’ve Been a National
Joke; Our Leadership Must Change

Samuel Lawsuit Against Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool is Just

Roselle: Time to Change
The Way BOE Business is Done

Congressman Lance’s Support
Of Cap-And-Trade is ‘Correct’

Details on National
Healthcare Plan is Needed

Thank You To Generous Stranger;
Good News for a Change

On Sunday, July 19, I was at Tiffany
Natural Pharmacy in Westfield, N.J. to
pick up some prescriptions. There was a
problem with my flex spending card and
I could not use it to pay for my medicines.
Low and behold a perfect stranger steps
up to the register to offer his credit card to
the cashier to pay for my prescriptions. I
did not know this person from Adam. I
explained that I did not need his assis-
tance because it was only a problem with
my card that I intended to correct the next
day.

I regret that I did not get this person’s
name; however, I would like to take this

opportunity to thank this person publicly
and to state that it is very nice to know that
there are people out there like that.

I am a senior citizen and can afford to
pay for my medications; however, I am
sure that there are many out there that
can’t.

I hope you will put this feel-good story
in your paper so others may know that
there are still some great people out there
that care about perfect strangers.

Paul Morello
Scotch Plains

I read Mr. Sean Gaynor’s Letter to the
Editor last week and with all due respect
to my fellow taxpayer, I disagree with his
“disgust” in Mr. Samuel’s lawsuit against
Mayor Malool. I believe that it is more
disgusting that it appears that our mayor
violated the public trust in providing req-
uisite transparency in government. If you
read the lawsuit, allegedly our mayor
avoided making details of the budget
public until just before it was time to vote
on it. When questioned about the clan-
destine meetings, instead of explaining
her actions or lack thereof, the mayor
suggested to Mr. Samuel to file suit, if he
chose to do so.

Whether or not the mayor violated the
public trust will be up to a judge to decide.
I am sure that our Municipal Attorney

Brian Levine is more than capable of
handling this simple litigation without
hiring expensive outside counsel. His
threat to recoup all attorney fees and other
costs incurred by the township from Mr.
Samuel during this process only shows
the administration’s arrogance. We have
the right to challenge government when
we feel that they have exceeded their
authority without the threat of retribu-
tion.

Even if the suit is dismissed, it served
to deliver an important message to all our
elected officials and hopefully our mayor
won’t continue to spend our tax dollars
behind closed doors again.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

I am writing to express my apprecia-
tion of Congressman Leonard Lance’s
support of H.R. 2454 “American Clean
Energy and Security Act” (cap-and-trade).

The congressman was one of eight
Republicans in the House of Representa-
tives to vote for this bill.

I thank Congressman Lance for, doing
what is correct for both the nation and
New Jersey. Also, he showed a great deal
of independence and political bravery to
support the President.

We need more of this type of thinking
from more members of Congress, both
Democrats and Republicans.

This bill will help us to reduce our
national dependence on foreign oil, assist
green industries to grow and, create new
sources of energy and jobs this nation so

desperately needs.
National security is weakened for ev-

ery dollar we send overseas to purchase
oil. It is about time this nation talked less
and acted to bring us down a new road.

Also, this bill will assist the building of
more nuclear power plants, which I sup-
port and is really one of the truly substi-
tute sources of fossil fuels ready to be
used now. Currently, New Jersey gets
over 50 percent of its electrical power
from nuclear power.

We discuss our problems in this nation,
we review our options, and at times we
act. This is one of those times.

I look forward to following the con-
gressman in his future votes.

Tony LaPorta
Westfield

Every day we read and hear from the
President and Congress about the need to
reform healthcare. What we never hear
about are any details about what they are
proposing. Yes, we get a lot of nice
speeches and general statements but we
never get to see anything about what is in
the bill Congress is creating. Healthcare
will affect everyone, but we only get a
bunch of general statements that say little.
Traditionally, Congress votes on what
will give them the most political points
and what will help get them re-elected.

It is time for the President and Con-
gress to tell the American Public just what

they are proposing. A small booklet con-
taining both the Democratic and Republi-
can plans should be developed and sent to
every American. Let the people look at
how it will change one of the most impor-
tant aspects in their lives so they will have
a chance to voice their opinion. We are
currently being shown a nicely decorated
cake without knowing what is inside.

“We the People” should be given the
opportunity to see exactly what our repre-
sentatives are debating, after all they are
suppose to be representing us.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

While we weep over the unsavory no-
toriety for our state, the good news is
crime fighters through Chris Christie’s
leadership are still going strong in New
Jersey. In this past year, we have seen and
read about a noted Democratic Assem-
blyman indicted for child pornography,
another big wig Dem. released on proba-
tion from jail, and now 44 corrupt politi-
cians and religious leaders arrested for
money laundering and other slimy ven-
tures, which has not only affected the
image of our state, but each one of us as
citizens where we live. Who are we to
trust?

I believe this bit of news is the best
endorsement for electing Chris Christie
the next governor or New Jersey. He is a
man of integrity and high standards and
one who will successfully continue to
fight corruption and foster fiscal respon-
sibility.

Politics in New Jersey must change.
For too long we have taken the brunt of
comedic jibes and the criticism of televi-
sion and radio commentators. We are
nearly the highest taxed state in the nation
and have had Democratic leadership that
has been compromised by promiscuous
relationships that have affected the run-

ning of our government at a cost to the
ordinary tax-paying citizen. We have had
to pay for too long for unconscionable
decisions made by a few who continue to
manipulate the system due to one party
rule. They ride high on the hog of the pork
that is offered in exchange for votes. They
do no hold our English language to the
highest standard for fear of losing a par-
ticular ethnic vote, and continue to vote as
they choose, not as representatives of the
citizens who voted for them. These are
soulless political hacks who care little
about what is morally just for our state or
our nation. They want to stay in power by
any means.

New Jersey voters – it is time to wake
up! When you go into that voting booth in
November, remember all the crime and
corruption, the heavy tax burden that has
been incurred over the past several years,
as well as the unsavory image all of this
business has conjured for our state. Vote
for a man who will continue to stand with
and for the citizens of our state. Vote for
Chris Christie. He will make a difference
for the good of New Jersey; he cannot be
bought.

Rosanne Barone
Cranford

Maybe I am naive but I thought that the
main purpose of the Board of Education
was to ensure that a certain level of edu-
cational decorum is maintained by the
district. However, had I known when I
invested my personal time to run for a seat
on the Board of Education (BOE) in the
Borough of Roselle that the primary fo-
cus was to return political favors and to
maintain/ obtain employment for unpro-
ductive friends/ allies, then I would not
have wasted my time.

Have not we learned from our past
mistakes? Political favors have gained
Roselle nothing but an inept school ad-
ministration, a deficient curriculum and
scores of angry residents.

Although the district maybe no longer
be deemed “needs improvement,” two
vital schools are in still in disarray. Grace
Wilday and Abraham Clark: Is it safe to
say that two failing schools are accept-
able? It is quite disturbing that a BOE
agenda would be light on education and
massive on political fluff. One must pon-
der the thought. Is a Board of Education
really needed in a town that is so politi-
cally driven? Being that politics proceeds
education in Roselle, the only answer that
one can sincerely provide is no.

Roselle, it is time to change the way we
do business.

Michael Boyd
Roselle

President’s Healthcare;
For Rulers and Ruled
Isn’t it telling that in Wednesday night’s

speech about healthcare reform, when
asked if Congress would accept the same
public option as the rest of the nation,
President Obama waffled? He stated that
the public option and the plan enjoyed by
our elected elite are ‘largely’ the same.
Keep in mind that 55 percent is largely the
same as 100 percent.

Our Senators and Congressional Rep-
resentatives know a bad deal when they
see one, and they are making sure that
they are protected from it. What a sur-
prise, one set of rules for the rulers and
another set of rules for the ruled. As a wise
man once said “It’s good to be the King.”

But then again, we in the Garden State
are used to this type of governance, and
judging from our past electoral choices,
are okay with it.

Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Congress ‘Is More
Equal,’ Writes Citizen
I can sum up what I am about to explain

by paraphrasing George Orwell: “All of
us are equal, but Congress is more equal.”

The fascist/ socialist health plan that
our public servants are proposing is so
good they included a disclaimer that makes
them exempt. Isn’t it interesting that those
who are writing the legislation included a
weasel clause that allows them to escape
their public mandate?

It’s the same old song. It’s not good
enough for Congress, but Congress knows
what is best for us.

If it is good enough for the goose, then
it ought to be good enough for the gander,
too.

Thomas Paine Caslander
Jefferson

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tamanoir – The three-toed anteater
2. Winnock – A window
3. Wether – A castrated ram
4. Talion – Punishment that exacts a

penalty just like the crime

PUCERON
1. Covered with a hairy substance or

wool
2. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
3. Second-class; something of lesser

value
4. Plant louse

JUGAL
1. Snarly; tangled
2. Idle babble or chat
3. The cheekbone
4. Boisterous; noisy

PUERILISM
1. Childishness
2. An irritation; annoyance
3. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
4. Very small amount; a pinch

JORUM
1. Discontent
2. A large bowl or vessel for drinking
3. Soreness in the eyes
4. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats

The Coup de grâce of Spectacles
Occurs at Commuter Pickup Time
Pedestrian safety has always been a concern, par-

ticularly over the last several years in our towns. An
example of a tragedy occurred on August 27, 2006,
when Westfield resident Marie Schlieske was struck
and killed on North Avenue while crossing to Drug
Fair (now Walgreens). North Avenue and East Broad
Street historically have been problems in Westfield.
Looking back at this noontime heartbreak reminds
us of just how dangerous the roads can be. But has
anything changed?

Pedestrians have a false sense of security, and
drivers have become more distracted. Why is this?
Perhaps people are walking while distracted, too.
There is an unwarranted sense of security. Some-
how, the word needs to get out just how critical it is
to be alert, to not jaywalk, to not use cell phones
while driving and to understand the effects of rain or
poor visibility.

For it to stop, we cannot expect the police to ticket
everyone into good behavior. Somehow, good be-
havior needs to be instilled in individuals. There is
not an easy answer, and some of the nicest people go
from Dr. Jekyll to Mr. Hyde when getting behind the
wheel of an automobile.

All of us see drivers “texting” or chatting on cell
phones. It is so prevalent today. When you are
attempting to cross the street, one wonders whether
or not the driver actually sees you with their preoc-
cupied gaze while immersed in conversation or
finger tapping their personal electronic devices.
Maybe they do, and maybe they do not. If one pauses
while crossing to make sure the driver sees them,
often, the driver looks up with an annoyed glare. But
they are operating a 3,000-pound machine with a
velocity of more than 20 MPH. That means the
pedestrian loses if they guess wrong about the driver’s
awareness.

In this age of technological marvels and the plethora
of laws, we cannot understand why cars are not made

to prevent cell phones from being operable while one
is driving – or why unbuckled seatbelts would not
have similar safeguards built in to them.

It is stunning how many times we see pedestrians
“jaywalk” right into heavy two-lane traffic on North
Avenue in Westfield. They literally hold up their
hands in animated fashion, asking cars to stop while
they take their illegal and dim-witted sojourn – appar-
ently emboldened by their sense of entitlement.

Not everyone’s that way on our streets and roads.
Many are courteous and clearly stop when a pedes-
trian is crossing. We thank them. A friendly wave
gives heart to both driver and pedestrian. Unfortu-
nately, it only takes one bad apple for a calamity to
occur.

If you want to be amazed, just watch the action at
the northside train station parking lot in Westfield
throughout the day. Drivers regularly enter the lot the
wrong way. They clearly know that what they are
doing is illegal, but they are in a hurry and they are
“entitled.” They seem to have no concern or respect
for the safety of the many pedestrians walking
throughout this lot. Some of them even turn into the
lot the wrong way where the entrance is slanted to
prevent it. No worries though, they just jump the
curb. What’s similarly stunning is to see those back-
ing up the wrong way in the lot after becoming
frustrated that no parking space was available.

Sometimes, drivers use this lot as a U-turn, enter
the lot the wrong way, go up the lot the wrong way,
then turn illegally from the exit to reverse their
direction on North Avenue.

But the coup de grâce of spectacles occurs when
drivers arrive en masse at the lot at commuter time to
pick up their spouses getting off the train. For noth-
ing else than pure entertainment value, stop by and
observe at about 6:30 p.m. However, do not drive
there to observe – and make sure you position
yourself at a safe distance.

See more letters page 5

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Your Federal Government Officials

Senator Frank Lautenberg, One Gateway Center, 23rd Floor, Newark, NJ 07102,  Phone: (973) 639-8700

Senator Bob Menendez, One Gateway Center, Suite 1100 Newark, New Jersey 07102, Phone (973) 645.3030

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

A Word About Wayne Bryant
As the FBI swarmed over the state last week

arresting 44 corrupt politicians and rabbis, and
scaring the daylights out of many others who were
waiting for a knock on their door, former State
Senator Wayne Bryant was sentenced by a Federal
jury to four years in jail for 11 counts of fraud.
Some think his sentencing was too light. We think
so too.

Unlike state convictions, there is no parole in the
federal system. So Bryant, 61, likely will serve the
full four years. Had it been a State of New Jersey
conviction, he would be eligible for parole in about
two years – and maybe loophole out even earlier like
George Kushner did under the slick trick of claiming
to be an alcoholic, thus taking advantage of a little
known provision in the state law allowing special
treatment and early release.

Still, it seems like Wayne Bryant has slick tricks in
the works for all of us anyway. Most citizens believe
that the ethics laws in the state require him to lose his
pension and his lifetime healthcare benefits due to
his conviction. Apparently not so as the “grandfa-
ther” provision in the ethics law may hold him

immune.
We thank Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and his

staff who told us that they “spoke with Tom Bell, a
spokesman for the state Treasury, who said the state
Pension Board will hold a hearing, called an ‘“hon-
orable service review”’ to determine whether Bryant
will receive any of his pension. He had applied for his
pension prior to the trial. The application was put on
hold pending the outcome of the case, now the board
must convene to hold the hearing. No date was set yet
for the hearing.”

It disgusts us to think that his conviction included
illegal acts to pad his pension to inflate it from about
$28,000 per year to $81,000 per year. The whole
pension setup disgusts us as well. It is arranged to be
calculated on the three highest years of government
“service.” It has nothing to do with one’s contribu-
tions to the pension system. Perfect for crooks — bad
for you and me, the subjects.

It will be very difficult for us to get the putrid taste
out of our mouth, when paying taxes to the state, if
one penny of this tax goes to pay Wayne Bryant’s
pension and benefits.

“SUNSHINE” BILL
The Westfield Leader

April 24, 1975
On April 7, the N.J. State Assembly

voted 68 to 1 to approve the Open Public
Meetings Act, which would open to citi-
zens most meetings of public bodies at all
levels of local, county and state govern-
ment. The measure (A 1030) also pro-
vides that adequate notice be given to the
public that meetings will be held.

The fate of this important legislation
now rests with the N.J. Senate, where
favorable action before adjournments is
not assured. One indication of the Senate’s
present attitude may be evidenced by its
meeting in private session on Sunday,
April 13, in a motel, a procedure which
will be prohibited if A1030 becomes law.

Pressure is needed at once on the
County-Municipal Government Commit-
tee, whose chairman is the Hon. Martin L.
Greenberg, asking that the bill be favor-
ably reported to the full Senate for a vote.

The league of Women Voters, which
strongly supports the Open Public Meet-
ings Act, urges citizens to write, call or
wire Chairman Greenberg (100 Evergreen
PI., East Orange, N.J. 07018) and their
Senator, immediately. This is an opportu-
nity to act to secure more direct and better
informed citizen participation in govern-
ment.

Mrs. Frank M. Rugg
Action Chairman

Westfield Area LWV
525 Lawrence Ave.
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