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AND THE WINNER IS...Keith Loughlin, a Republican candidate for Westfield
Town Council, presents a trophy to wing contest winner Jamie Wisniewski,
center, and her wing counter Sara Connery, both of Westfield, at Mr. Loughlin’s
first annual wing contest and backyard barbecue on July 20.

Bramnick: NJ Economic Stimulus
Has Multiple ‘Single’ Objectives

Campaign Release: Marks and Vastine for Assembly

Recent Arrests of Municipal, NJ State
Officials Highlight Ongoing Disgrace
SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican

candidates for Assembly, former Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Will-
iam “Bo” Vastine commented on re-
cent news that dozens of elected offi-
cials at both the state and municipal
levels have been arrested by the FBI
after an ongoing U.S. Attorney probe of
an alleged money-laundering scheme.

Mr. Marks said, “It is hard for me to
believe that this type of activity can
still occur in New Jersey after so
many corrupt officeholders were ex-
posed, convicted and jailed while
Chris Christie served as our U.S. At-
torney. What gets lost in the mix
sometimes is that this corruption costs

New Jersey taxpayers untold amounts
of dollars at a time when our govern-
ment is running up billions in deficits.

“While there are so many issues
that our state government must fi-
nally deal with head on, none can be
more important than the battle to
stamp out this ongoing breach of
trust perpetrated on our citizens.
This battle begins at the top, and
electing two proven corruption bust-
ers in Chris Christie and his run-
ning mate, (Monmouth County
Sheriff) Kim Guadagno, will allow
New Jersey voters to send a clear
message to elected officials at all
levels of government that we will
no longer tolerate this culture of
corruption.”

Mr. Vastine added, “Somehow,
the concept of public service by
elected officials has been lost here
in New Jersey. In addition to the
illegal activity engaged in by of-
ficeholders in our state, there are
far too many elected officials that
have spent years in office enriching
themselves and their families in-
stead of prioritizing the needs of
their constituents who count on them
to do the right thing.

“A drastic change of focus and at-
titude is needed in Trenton. Martin
Marks and I pledge to serve the pub-
lic when elected rather than the other
way around.”

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said the economic stimu-
lus bill passed by the State Legisla-
ture last month and awaiting Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s signature “repre-
sents a hodgepodge of legislation,”
with several areas unlikely to pass on
their own merit.

Mr. Bramnick said he believes there
is a legitimate question at to whether
the omnibus bill meets the “single
object” rule required by the state con-
stitution.

“The legality of this legislation,
which has numerous components that
are camouflaged as part of an eco-
nomic stimulus bill, is certainly de-
batable,” Mr. Bramnick said. “The
so-called stimulus bill includes no
less than seven different topics. A red
flag is raised when one piece of leg-
islation provides for surcharges, tax
incentives, fee exemptions, morato-
riums and grants.”

“The potpourri of items contained
in the stimulus package were already

in the legislative pipeline as single
proposals that were melded under the
umbrella of economic development,”
he said. “It is not unreasonable to
suggest that their legislative fate was
in doubt, which raises the question of
whether the state’s constitution is
being circumvented.”

According to a story in The Sunday
Star- Ledger, the bill could be signed
by the Governor as early as this week.
Mr. Bramnick, who voted against the
bill, said some of the components in
the “hastily crafted legislation” would
actually harm the state’s economy.

“Permitting Newark and Elizabeth
to surcharge car rentals and the Sov-
ereign Bank Arena in Trenton to add
a tax to its admission and parking
may negatively impact patronage and
revenues,” Mr. Bramnick said. “How
does raising taxes stimulate New
Jersey’s economy? The truth is, there
were too many recipes used in the
legislative laboratory, which has ul-
timately spoiled the finished prod-
uct.”
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August 2009 Events
at the Westfield Memorial Library 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Saturday 10:00 AM to 1:00 Pm Closed Sunday 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS 

8/5 7:00 pm 
Local Author Bradley Booth presents Book  
Talk and Signing: I Apologize 

8/6 2 & 6:30 pm 
Foreign Film:  “The Year My Parents Went       
on Vacation” Rated PG  

8/7 1:30 pm TGIF! Ernest Hemingway (video) 

8/13 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film:  “Slumdog Millionaire” Rated R 

8/14 1:30 pm TGIF! Rodgers & Hammerstein (video) 

8/3 3:00 pm Teen Flick: “Wallace & Gromit—- 
The Curse of the Wererabbit” 

8/4, 8/11 10:00 am Tuesday Preschool Story time (3-5 yrs) 

8/4 7:00 pm Flat Stanley  Read aloud stories (grades 1-3) 

8/5, 8/12 10:00 am Toddlers’ & Babies’ Group (Birth to age 3) 

8/6, 8/13 10:00 am Thursday Tots’ Storytime (2½ - 3½ yrs) 

8/6, 8/13,
8/20

3:00 pm Westfield Memorial Pool Storytime (Advance 
Registration Required—Call the Library) 

8/10 3:00 pm Teen Flick: “Hairspray” 

8/17 3:00 pm Teen Flick: “Reign of Fire” 

8/18, 8/27 3:00 pm T-Shirt Design (All ages. Bring a T-shirt to design) 

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

Campaign Release: Loughlin for WF Council

Keith Loughlin Proposes Shared
Services to Benefit WF Residents

“My name is Keith Loughlin, and I
am a candidate for Westfield Town
Council’s fourth ward. As I have
walked through our neighborhoods
since May and introduced myself to
many of you, I have heard the con-
cerns of the residents of the Fourth
Ward. I have learned from those in
the McKinley, Tamaques and
Jefferson School neighborhoods that
controlling municipal spending, im-
proving our roads, preserving our
parks and keeping Westfield a great
place to call home are issues of the
greatest concern.

“I have a plan of action that I will
implement to improve our town. To
reduce our expenses and improve
efficiency, I will lead efforts to ex-
plore cost-sharing opportunities with
neighboring towns, including Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Scotch Plains. I will aggres-
sively pursue more grants for state
funding of town projects and road
paving, similar to the grant Mayor
Andy Skibitsky secured to pave Wil-
low Grove Road. In addition, I will
push for a requirement that each
department at town hall apply for
grants as a regular part of the annual
budgeting process. Also, I will pro-
pose that applying for grants be a
prerequisite for any project funded
by the town itself.

“We need to work with our sur-
rounding towns and with Union
County to share services and re-
sources. Prior to the purchase of any
new equipment to provide for these
services, we must take an inventory
of all the town’s resources as well as
those duplicated in neighboring com-
munities. By combining efforts with
other towns, we can cut the cost for

Westfield residents. Further, I am
committed to improving the safety
and condition of our roads. It would
benefit Westfield to team up with
neighboring towns in order to submit
a joint proposal for road paving in
multiple towns.

“As it currently stands, repaving our
roads is outsourced at an additional
expense to each town. By “buying in
bulk,” this would again reduce the
costs to our residents while increasing
the amount of roads paved each year.
Through shared services, our town
will pay less than if we complete the
process individually. This savings will
then be returned to our town. Over the
coming months, I will continue to
walk through our neighborhoods to
hear your thoughts and ideas for our
town. If you would like more informa-
tion, or to show your support by wear-
ing an orange t-shirt, please visit
keithloughlin.com.”

Pressure on Elected Officials
To Resign Following Arrests
NEWARK – Governor Jon Corzine

and leaders of both political parties
have called on elected office holders
arrested in last week’s corruption
sweep to resign immediately. Thus far,
only one mayor has done so, although
state Commissioner of Community
(DCA) Joseph Doria, who was not
arrested, but whose office and home
were searched, resigned on Thursday.

More than 300 FBI agents spanned
out across 54 locations in New Jersey
and Brooklyn, starting at 6 a.m. last
Thursday and arrested 44 persons, in-
cluding three mayors, two state as-
semblymen and five rabbis from
Brooklyn, and Deal as part of a two-
track federal investigation into public
corruption and an international money-
laundering operation that reached as
far as Israel and Switzerland.

Among those arrested were
Hoboken Mayor Peter Cammarano,
Assemblymen L. Harvey Smith (D-
Hudson) and Daniel Van Pelt (R-
Monmouth), Secaucus Mayor Den-
nis Elwell, Ridgefield Mayor Anthony
Suarez, former Assemblyman Louis
Manzo (D-Hudson) and a number of
Jersey City officials, including the
deputy mayor and council president.
Mr. Van Pelt also serves as adminis-
trator in Lumberton Township
(Burlington County) and was mayor
of Ocean Township last year. Mayor
Elwell said he would resign.

According to the Atlantic City Press,
Mr. Van Pelt was fired by the
Lumberton township committee on
Saturday from his $90,000 position.
He makes $49,000 as a state legislator.

Governor Jon Corzine said at a press
conference Thursday that, “Any cor-
ruption is unacceptable anywhere, any-
time, by anybody. The scale of corrup-
tion we’re seeing as this unfolds is
simply outrageous and cannot be tol-
erated.” He asked all public officials
arrested to resign including Mr. Doria.
He said Assembly Speaker Joseph
Roberts (D-Camden) would strip those
Assembly members arrested of any
leadership posts and committee as-
signments unless they resign.

“My administration will not toler-
ate, nor has it tolerated, the kind of
public corruption unveiled
[Thursday],”Governor Corzine said.

Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-Morris) called for Mr.
Van Pelt to resign, saying he could no
longer be effective “with this cloud
hanging over his head.”

“These allegations are disturbing. No
betrayal of the public trust can be toler-
ated. Republicans have long advocated
for stronger ethics reforms that hold all
public officials accountable for their
actions. These reforms apply to all of-
ficeholders regardless of their party
affiliation,” Mr. DeCroce said.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-Westfield) has a “longstanding
tradition of not commenting on indi-
vidual legislators’ criminal and/or le-
gal issues,” said Renee Trabert, Mr.

Kean’s chief legislative aide.
GOP gubernatorial candidate and

former U.S. Attorney Chris Christie
said anyone who is charged with a
crime who holds public office, “should
resign immediately.” He said, “there is
much work still to be done” to “combat
the culture of crime” in New Jersey.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-Fanwood) added that, “Like ev-
eryone, I was shocked and outraged
by [Thursday’s] public corruption
charges. Corruption, whether by pub-
lic officials or religious leaders, is
unacceptable and those involved
should resign immediately.”

The investigation included charges
against a Brooklyn rabbi for conspir-
ing to broker the sale of human kid-
neys for $160,000, which the rabbi
had obtained from “vulnerable
people” he enticed to give up for
$10,000, Mr. Marra said.

Authorities said the money-laun-
dering network operated between
Brooklyn, Deal and Israel and laun-
dered “tens of million of dollars
through charitable, non-profit enti-
ties controlled by rabbis in New York
and New Jersey,” according to U.S.
Attorney’s Office in New Jersey.

The two-track investigation utilized
a cooperating witness, identified in
press reports as real estate developer
Solomon Dwek, the son of a rabbi who
was arrested in 2006 in a $50 million
bank fraud scheme after he deposited
a bad $25 million check at a bank in
Eatontown. Mr. Dwek told targets of
the investigation that he was in bank-
ruptcy and wanted to launder up to
$150,000 at a time with several trans-
actions per week. Authorities said $3
million was laundered through the co-
operating witness by the rabbis be-
tween June 2007 and July 2009.

The corruption part of the investiga-
tion began in June 2007 in Hudson
County, where Mr. Dwek represented
himself as a developer seeking to build
highrises in Hudson County and to get
public contracts in Hudson County
schools. Authorities said the probe net-
ted officials for taking bribes, including
the Jersey City building inspector.

“It seemed that everyone wanted a
piece of the action,” acting U.S. At-
torney Ralph J. Marra, Jr. said.

Meetings between Mr. Dwek and
officials occurred in diners and res-
taurants in Jersey City, Bayonne,
Weehawken, Hoboken, Staten Island,
Toms River, and Atlantic City. Enve-
lopes stuffed with cash were passed
to officials or their representatives in
parking lots, authorities said.

Attorney General Anne Milgram said
she would move to have all pensions
forfeited for any of  officials convicted
in the case.“The investigation, dubbed
Operation Bid Rig,” began in 2002 in
Monmouth and Ocean Counties. In
2005, 11 sitting and former mayors in
Monmouth County were arrested for
taking bribes from an undercover wit-
ness posing as a contractor.

 Special Waste Event
At Vo-Tech Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County will hold a  recycling event
for county residents on Saturday,
August 8, for household special
waste, mercury thermometers, pro-
pane tanks, and automobile tires.

The collection will take place from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the campus of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools, 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

In addition, the County Police
Bomb Squad will collect ammuni-
tion and fireworks. For information
about unwanted ammunition and
fireworks call  (908) 654-9800.

UC Woman Latest
Death From H1N1

ELIZABETH — A 54-year-old
Union County woman is the latest
victim of the H1N1 influenza virus,
according to state health officials.

The woman died Sunday at Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Eliza-
beth, according to a report in The
Record.

Overall, 15 people have died in
New Jersey since the epidemic
reached the state in April.

A total of 934 New Jersey resi-
dents have been confirmed to have
swine flu and 480 are considered
probable cases.


