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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY CAMPAIGNING...Nicole Cole of Fanwood and Councilman Anthony
Sytko of Garwood, Republican candidates for the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, discuss their campaign for election with editor Paul Peyton. Election
Day is Tuesday, November 3. The interview can be viewed on the Internet at
goleader.com.

Evan Falk for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUN FOR FUN...During perfect evening weather, more than 2,500 runners from
throughout the state took part in the Eighth Annual Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza on July 22. There was plenty of pizza to conclude the event.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPRESSIVE DEMONSTRATION…Canine Officer Ollie of the newly formed K-9 unit in the Scotch Plains Police
Department demonstrates his effectiveness with officer Brian Cheney prior to the start of the PBA “Finest” versus the St.
Bart’s “Oldest” Charity Cup softball game last Sunday. See story on page 9.

SP Taxpayers to Pay $86 Mil.
In Town, County, BOE Taxes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
property owners will pay nearly $86
million in total property taxes over the
coming year to help finance more than
a half-billion dollars in county and
municipal government operations and
services, as well as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
and the municipal and county open
space trust funds.

All three entities assembled their
budgets amidst dire economic condi-
tions and fiscal restraints that led to
layoffs at the municipal level, new stu-
dent activity fees at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and middle
schools and the closing of a county-run
golf course.

The vast bulk of Scotch Plains prop-

erty tax payments — 65.5 percent —
will be earmarked for the board of
education, which will utilize more than
$71 million in tax money to finance its
$80.8 million budget for 2009-2010.
Of that $71 million, township taxpay-
ers will finance nearly $56.2 million,
while Fanwood residents will fund the
remainder. This year’s 3.7 percent tax
increase for township taxpayers equals
an average increase of $246 and bumps
up the tax rate for BOE purposes to
$5.65 per $100 of assessed property
value.

Of the $10,591 in total property taxes
that will be paid by the average as-
sessed home of $122,700, about $6,932
of that amount will go to the BOE.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes, at
the school district budget’s introduc-
tion in March prior to its April 21

approval, said, “the issues this year
were very, very difficult.” This year’s
school budget includes a new $100
activity fee for high school athletics
and certain other activities, as well as a
$100 per-student fee for instrumental
music and athletic activities for seventh
and eighth graders. In addition, 18 staff
positions were eliminated, including
nine teaching positions.

The township’s $24.7-million mu-
nicipal budget, which was approved
late last month, will be financed in part
by $14.35 million in property tax pay-
ments — which represent 16.7 percent
of the total property tax levy. The mu-
nicipal tax rate will decrease from $1.52
per $100 of assessed value to $1.44,
although the lesser amount in tax bills
will be offset by a new separate sewer
bill that all property owners will receive
starting this fall.

A new sewer utility was created in
June to issue sewerage bills and collect
payments and thus remove from mu-
nicipal budget appropriations the fees
presently paid to the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority. All non-township
properties — houses, condominiums
and townhomes, private commercial
buildings and nonprofit entities that
currently do not pay property taxes —
will now pay separately for their water
usage. Until water usage measuring
mechanisms are in place, sewerage fees
will be levied on a flat-rate basis, with
residences paying $250 per year and
condominiums and townhomes paying
$180. All non-residential properties will
pay a $250 flat fee for up to 27,500
gallons of water usage and one cent for
every gallon used beyond that level.

Besides separating the sewer bill from
the municipal budget, the township
council also reduced salaries and wages
via the layoffs of two full-time and
three part-time township employees and
the reduction from full-time to part-
time of three other positions.

Of the $10,591 in total property taxes
that will be paid by the average as-
sessed home of $122,700, nearly $1,767
of that amount will finance municipal
government operations. In addition, two
cents of every $100 of assessed value
will be earmarked for the township’s
10-year-old open space trust fund,
whose coffers will be increased by
$198,895 this year. Commercial prop-
erties located within the boundaries of
the new special improvement district
will also pay a flat $400 assessment to
help support the activities of the Scotch
Plains Management Corp., the newly-
formed entity that will manage the
downtown business district and other
neighborhoods included within the im-
provement district.

At the public hearing prior to the

Sytko and Cole Look
To Break Dems’ 9-0 Majority

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Although the
Republican Party has not won an elec-
tion for Union County government in
15 years, Anthony Sytko of Garwood
and Nicole Cole of Fanwood, candi-
dates for the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, said a number
of issues this year may change that
trend.

With GOP gubernatorial candidate
Chris Christie heading the top of the
ticket for governor this year with
double-digit leads in polls, Mr. Sytko,
a first-term GOP council member in
Garwood and son of a retired fire-
man, said he believes that, “We really
are looking at a perfect storm for
Republicans this year.”

“I think what you are going to see
is very strong showings in towns (at
the municipal election level) that his-
torically have been maybe written off
a little bit by pundits,” Mr. Sytko said.
“I think you are seeing a Republican
uprising, the likes that probably has
not been seen since the anti (Jim)
Florio backlash (in 1991) that swept
Christie Whitman into office (in
1993).”

In terms of Union County govern-
ment Ms. Cole said, “It’s just been
too long of people not being repre-
sented properly.”

“People are waking up; people want
to see a change… They don’t want to
see things taking place any more be-
hind closed doors. One day, a golf
course (Oak Ridge) closes, and the
next, it is bull dozed,” said Ms. Cole,
an attorney and first-time candidate
for public office.

Ms. Cole said she always wanted to
get involved in politics and decided
that as a new resident of Fanwood and
first-time homeowner with her hus-
band, this was the time to get in-
volved. “Now I understand what it is
like in paying these high property
taxes,” she said.

Mr. Sytko said if he gets elected, he
would like to bring the same “envi-
ronmentally-friendly technology” he
is working on in Garwood to the
county. He is working on a “collec-
tive purchasing agreement” with other
towns that would enable Garwood to
install solar panels on its municipal
buildings to reduce energy depen-
dent on coal and natural gas, thus
saving the borough money in the end.

Ms. Cole said bringing two-party
government back to county govern-
ment would add another voice for the
public on the freeholders’ board.

“It’s really just about looking down
different avenues and trying to find
different solutions,” Ms. Cole said.
“You don’t have to do that when a
board is controlled by nine people
from the same party.”

“Competition breeds good ideas,”
Mr. Sytko added.

Mr. Sytko said he favors freeholder
districts, saying Democrats have
heavy majorities in six of the 21 Union
County municipalities, while “the
remainder of the counties votes for
the opposition.” He said the current
proposal, supported through a peti-
tion drive by the county GOP, would
break the county into districts, each
represented by an individual free-
holder, similar to state legislative and

LaGrande Maintenance
Scheduled for End of Sept.

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The rainy summer
season has brought an ongoing prob-
lem – poor drainage – to the surface at
LaGrande baseball field.

Back in 2006, LaGrande Field was
closed from August 7 through Octo-
ber 15 to regrade the fields to correct
drainage problems. However, accord-
ing to the Fanwood Old Men’s Soft-
ball League, the drainage problem
remains.

“We lose many games the day after
it rains because the infield is not dry.
There is a puddling and flooding prob-
lem on the field. I really don’t see any
improvement. It’s a travesty,” said
league director Tom Smith, speaking
by phone to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Friday.

Earlier in July, the borough council
discussed the condition of the base-
ball fields at LaGrande Park during
its July 7 agenda meeting.

“The field is overdue for mainte-
nance,” said Borough Engineer Jo-
seph Pryor during his public works
committee report. Mr. Pryor said the
adult softball leagues have been com-
plaining about the unevenness of both
the infield and outfield of both fields.

“I’ve had discussions and e-mailed
the mayor (Colleen Mahr), the coun-
cil, and the Department of Public
Works (DPW). I think this so called
‘maintenance’ is because of our com-
plaints,” Mr. Smith said.

“Where it fell through the cracks, it
won’t happen again,” Mayor Mahr
said during the council’s discussion
of the LaGrande’s baseball fields.
Other council members at the July 7
meeting expressed similar concerns
about making sure the extensive work

done three seasons ago is not undone
by a lack of maintenance. “Why
wasn’t maintenance done? Are we
going to make sure this happens?”
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler asked.

 In response, Recreation Commis-
sion liaison and councilman David
Valian said, “We didn’t have a main-
tenance schedule, but we’ll put it (the
fields) up to par.”

The baseball fields in LaGrande
are scheduled to close for field main-
tenance for approximately two weeks,
according the DPW Director Clint
Dicksen, who spoke to The Times last
Thursday. “Weather permitting, we
have tentatively scheduled the field’s
closure for September 28 through
October 13. I will be notifying those
teams affected,” he said. “The field
will receive plug aeration, top soil
dressing, and over-seeding.”

As for the infield, Mr. Dicksen said
“field maintenance on the infield will
be done either by an outside contrac-
tor or the DPW during the spring of
2010. No decision has been made.
The decision will be made coopera-
tively between the council and the
town engineer.”

The Times also spoke with the
borough’s Recreation Commissioner,
Bob Budiansky, regarding his
department’s role in the LaGrande
field maintenance. He said that the
borough has an engineering firm
working with the DPW and “things
are planned for fall maintenance since
the DPW can’t do public mainte-
nance now.”

The cost of maintenance on
LaGrande field is covered under the
town’s operations budget and the work
will be done by DPW staff, Mr.
Budiansky said.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood Candidates
Focus on Taxes and Redevelopment

By JOSEPH GABRIEL AUBOURG
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — With most of the political
talk centered on the governor’s race,
candidates for town council seats in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains have been
busy running their own campaigns.

The race in Fanwood for two avail-
able council seats pits council incum-
bents Donna Dolce and David Valian,
both Democrats, against Republican
challengers Mike Szuch and Robert
Manduca.

Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch are
making their second runs for council
seats after vying for council last year.
Mr. Manduca told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “When I first
moved into Fanwood, it was a com-
mon-sense, no-nonsense town, and if
I’m elected, I’ll try to bring Fanwood
back to that town.”

The GOP candidates said they want
to bring fiscal responsibility back to
Fanwood. Mr. Manduca said the bor-
ough should only use revenue that it
has available, not increase munici-
pal taxes.

“The current council is just taxing
people left and right, which is causing
people to leave the borough, hence the
loss of revenue. We need to have a
balanced budget without any wasteful
spending, and the money will help both
the town and the people of Fanwood,”
Mr. Manduca said.

Ms. Dolce said the municipal budget
is “balanced” annually as mandated by

state law.
“We cannot spend more than we

collect. We are fortunate, through the
wise use of our resources, to annually
realize a small surplus that is used in
subsequent years to limit increases in
the tax levy,” she said.

Mr. Szuch said the borough could
raise revenue by redeveloping its down-
town area.

“We need downtown redevelop-
ment. We need the Downtown Rede-
velopment Plan to actually move.
There are now more vacant build-
ings and commercial property than
in the past few years, and we have
got to take a look at selling off the
Livingston-Wilbor property and pay-
ing off that loan, if we can,” Mr.
Szuch said. The borough purchased
the light-industrial property in May
2008 for $1.8 million. The building
had been the scene of a construction
accident when the firewall at the
Station Mews development collapsed
on top of the Livingston-Wilbor
building.

Mr. Valian said the current economic
downturn has made increasing rev-
enue in Fanwood a challenge that “takes
creativity and caution in order not to
rely strictly on the (tax) levy.”

“Currently, we are getting our rev-
enue from a number of sources, and in
order to increase it, we are constantly
reviewing the fees that are charged
throughout the borough while attempt-
ing not to put the burden only on our
residents,” Mr. Valian said. “Despite
the financial woes, our downtown rede-
velopment is moving forward and be-
ginning to generate added income.
Grants are another source that this ad-
ministration has been very successful
in receiving, as well as donations from
our local organizations. And the coun-
cil is always asking our departments for
creative ideas to provide additional rev-
enues.”

This year, Scotch Plains voters will
decide on a race between Republican
Dominick Bratti and Democrat Theresa
Mullen to fill the remaining one year on
the unexpired term created when Nancy
Malool was elected mayor last Novem-
ber. Mr. Bratti was appointed to fill the
seat until the special election.

“I see the reduction of expenses as an
important part of the solution since
there is just so much burden we can put
on our citizens,” said Ms. Mullen, who
ran unsuccessfully for council last year.

“The goal is to reduce expenses by
insisting on efficient use of our re-
sources and to make a serious effort
towards saving significant amounts of
money through shared services.”

“Through conservative and account-
able fiscal management, I believe that
this can be done, which will result in
overall savings to our residents,” Ms.
Mullen said.

Mr. Bratti said the council is “trying
to reduce spending in the budget and
looking at what shared service we can
expand on with our neighboring town
Fanwood.” The two communities have
launched a joint shared-services com-
mittee to research areas in which the
towns could save money by combin-
ing services.

WF Residents Arrested
For Multiple Crimes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Three area men and
a juvenile female were charged with
first-degree kidnapping, two counts of
aggravated assault, possession of a stun
gun, possession of a weapon for unlaw-
ful purposes and possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana, according to
Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter.

Eighteen-year-olds Eric Grow, Max-
well Scher and Matthew D’Andrea, all
2009 Westfield High School graduates,
and a 17-year-old girl, also a Westfield
resident, were arrested July 19. They
had used a stun gun on another Westfield
man, 19, and kidnapped him from out-
side his Nomahegan Drive home and
repeatedly used the stun gun on the
victim.

Police are still trying to determine a
motive, Captain Auchter said.
D’Andrea posted bail, and the juvenile
was released to her parents’ custody.
Grow and Scher are still being held on
$75,000 bail each.

All three adults had made their first
court appearance and will go before the
grand jury in state Superior Court in
Elizabeth. A court date has not yet been
set.

The juvenile girl will be tried in
juvenile court, police said.

If convicted, the assailants could
receive up to 20 years in jail for each
first-degree offense, according to John
Holl, press agent for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRIES WITH THAT BURGER...Andy Gellert, President of Gellert Global
Group of Elizabeth introduces on Monday the company’s new Five Guys Burgers
and Fries restaurant in Westfield located on East Broad Street to local dignitaries.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Westfield Town Administraor Jim Gildea,
Mr. Gellert, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Union County Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella of Fanwood.


