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WSO to Welcome Year Two
Of Sound Partnerships Initiative

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Symphonic clas-
sics, opera, tango and Broadway are
all part of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s (WSO) 2009-10 season
– the second half of a two-year ini-
tiative called Sound Partnerships in
which most of the programs are made
possible through partnerships with
other organizations.

“The sum of the two organizations
creates the whole,” said WSO Music
Director David Wroe.

The season opens on September
26 at Summit High School in Sum-
mit with a concert performance of
Giacomo Puccini’s Madama Butter-
fly, a partnership between the or-
chestra and New York Opera Soci-
ety, led by Jennifer Cho (a more

dramatically acted performance will
be presented on September 25 in
Holmdel).

On October 24, at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, to celebrate
Halloween, Maestro Wroe will con-
duct a symphonic soundtrack that he
created to accompany the movie
Dracula, starring Bela Lugosi. Be-
cause the movie contains only dia-
logue, and no music, this soundtrack
will fill many of the silent moments.

The music includes works by Hec-
tor Berlioz, Claude Debussy,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Franz
Schubert, Richard Wagner and other
atmospheric symphonic pieces, all
intended to mimic the on-screen
drama.

The October 24 concert will also
feature the Symphony No. 3, “Or-
gan,” by Camille Saint-Saens, with
soloist Barbara Thomson, organist
and music director at the Congrega-
tional Church in Westfield.

Mr. Wroe and the orchestra will
close out 2008 with a New Year’s Eve
concert at Westfield High School.
The New Year’s Eve concert is one of
the orchestra’s most popular events
of the entire year, and it is presented
at the high school because of the
concert’s popularity.

This year’s event will feature
Broadway classics by Cole Porter,
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, George
Gershwin and others, performed by
Broadway singers.

A world premiere performance will
take place on February 20 at the Union

County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway, thanks to “Meet the Com-
poser,” a national organization com-
mitted to supporting contemporary
American composers.

“We are one of the few orchestras
in the country designated by ‘Meet
the Composer’ as a recipient of a
residency grant [this season],” Mr.
Wroe said. The orchestra’s composer-
in-residence designee is Missy
Mazzoli, and the concert will feature
her piece “These Worlds In Us.” She
will also present master classes and
seminars in the Westfield school dis-
trict the week before the concert.

Also on February 20, tango mas-
ter Carolina Jaurena will be featured
in a Tango Fantasy, and the rest of
the program includes Sergei
Rachmaninoff’s “Rhapsody on a

Theme of Paganini” and Manuel de
Falla’s “The 3-Cornered Hat.”

The April 11 concert at the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield offers
a new WSO initiative: an annual
family concert for the Town of
Westfield. The concert will include
the finals of a competition for young
artists (more below), Benjamin
Britten’s “Young Person’s Guide to
the Orchestra” and Igor Stravinsky’s
“The Firebird.”

Mr. Wroe and the orchestra con-
clude the season on May 8 at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
with two major works featuring Chi-
nese choirs from across New Jersey.
The first is the “Yellow River Can-
tata” by Xinghai Xian.

“This is arguably the most famous
piece of quasi-classical music on the
Chinese continent, and it is very well-
known by the Chinese population,”
Mr. Wroe said.

The second major work on the
program is Ludwig van Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9, “Choral.” The con-
cert also includes Wagner’s “Ameri-
can Overture,” described by Mr.
Wroe as a “rare gem.”

As previously mentioned, the con-
cert on April 11 will feature the final
round of a new annual competition
for young musicians. Introduced last
season, “Stars of Tomorrow” is a tri-
state concerto competition that Mr.
Wroe created because of the dimin-
ishing number of concerto competi-
tions in the tri-state area – competi-
tions that have offered prize money

and the chance to perform with a
professional orchestra.

“I felt obliged, as an artist and an
educator, to somehow continue to
make that opportunity available for
young talent. From that [decision], I
was inspired to fundraise to make it
happen,” Mr. Wroe said. He received
a commitment from the Helene and
Jerome Dreskin Foundation, dedi-
cated to supporting classical music
and musicians.

“Stars of Tomorrow” differs from
previous comparable competitions
in New Jersey because it is open to
musicians 18 and under from not
only New Jersey, but also New York
and Connecticut. It also has a unique
structure. To ensure that a variety of
instruments are represented in the
finals, there are three primary in-
strumental categories: piano, strings
and wind/percussion.

“We did this to provide variety for
the audience, so they can watch dif-
ferent instruments compete against
each other, and to try to equal the
playing field for youth in classical
music,” Mr. Wroe said.

The competition is divided into
three rounds. For the preliminary
round, musicians submit a CD or
taped recording. From those initial
submissions, about 40 semifinalists
are selected to audition live in New
York with the music they would play
if they were named finalists; the win-
ner of each category receives the first
cash prize of $500.

Then, those three winners appear
onstage with the WSO in the final
round to compete for the grand prize.
Thus, during the first half of the con-
cert on April 11, each finalist will
play one movement from the con-
certo of his or her choice, subject to
Mr. Wroe’s approval. Voting takes
place during intermission, including
input from the audience, and the win-
ner is announced at the end of inter-
mission. He or she receives the grand
prize of $3,000.

Reflecting on the upcoming sea-
son, Mr. Wroe said the WSO is par-
ticularly proud that it is continuing to
deliver professionalism and excel-
lence in the midst of a difficult eco-
nomic environment – without cutting
concerts or dramatically changing
programming – and he thanks the
community for its support.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THAT’S WHAT I’M TALKING A BOAT...Jerry Diskin of Westfield maneuvers
his handmade miniature boats as they floated on the Mindowaskin Pond in
Westfield this Saturday. Many photo enthusiasts, who were in town as part of the
Worldwide PhotoWalk, captured his boats in action.

Worldwide PhotoWalk / Westfield, Saturday 7/17
~ Photos by Christina M. Hinke and Howard Schoenberger ~

www.goleader.com/photosJobonanno, Godsons
Perform at Echo Lake
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Summer Arts Festival 2009
concert series continues on Wednes-
day, July 29, beginning at 7:30 p.m.,
with music by Jobonanno and The
Godsons of Soul at Echo Lake Park
on the border of Mountainside and
Westfield.

Jobonanno and The Godsons of
Soul have opened shows for the likes
of James Brown, Jerry Lee Lewis, the
B-52’s, Mitch Ryder, Joan Jett, Eddie
Money, Clarence Clemons and Gary
U.S. Bonds. In 2003 and 2007, they
appeared at Giants Stadium before
Bruce Springsteen and the E Street
Band took the stage.

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refreshments
and snacks will be available from
vendors.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m. To learn
more, call (908) 558-4079 or visit
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html.

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
At Westfield’s Rialto Theater, Opening Night

Photo Courtesy of Wayne Baker

Howard Schoenberger for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE...A scene from Mindowaskin Pond

Those Who ‘Attend the Tale of
Sweeney Todd’ Will Remember It

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – When does righteous
indignation morph into madness?
Stephen Sondheim’s Tony award-
winning macabre musical about a 19th
century barber and his accomplice, a
madwoman who uses the barber’s
victims’ remains as filling for her
meat pies, explores that question. New
Jersey Youth Theater (NJYT) makes
that query work at Victoria Theater in
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.

Director Cynthia Meryl, Assistant
Director/ Choreographer Sherry Alban
and Music Director Ilene Greenbaum
cast the demanding roles for Sweeney
Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street:
A Musical Thriller with the area’s best
young talent to produce a top-notch
show, on through Sunday, July 26.

In program notes, Ms. Meryl tells
the audience, “The actors present
themselves as performers telling a
story. They do not judge Todd. They
simply tell his story.”

And what a chilling story he un-
folds. The musical, which takes more
of the form of an operetta, zeroes in
on the murderous plotting of a venge-
ful English barber named Benjamin
Barker and his landlady Mrs. Nellie
Lovett (Jaclyn Ingoglia).

The story follows the barber, an
escaped prisoner who assumes the
name of Sweeney Todd (Kevin
Melendez), as he exacts his revenge
against corrupt Judge Turpin (Adam
James Bashian). Fifteen years earlier,
this judge sent Sweeney to prison on
false charges — an event that causes
the destruction of Todd’s family.

When Todd’s revenge plot acciden-
tally backfires and he kills other Lon-
doners, Mrs. Lovett conveniently cov-
ers his crimes with a meat piecrust. The
darkly comic story explores the psy-
chological motivations for and conse-
quences of revenge.

Ms. Ingoglia’s Mrs. Lovett is like a
seasoned juggler who effortlessly
handles sharp blades while performing
in the Ringling Brothers Circus. With
her marvelously consistent vocal range
and superior acting skills, Ms. Ingoglia
sets the bar high for the strong cast.

From rolling out the imaginary dough
for her pies to painting a vocal picture
of lolling “By the Sea,” Mrs. Lovett
draws in the audience to her own fan-
tasy world which will include Todd by
her side. Ms. Ingoglia deliciously de-
livers the song “A Little Priest” that is
piping hot and brimming with
Sondheim’s clever lyrics.

One of Ms. Ingoglia’s finest mo-
ments comes while echoing the lyrics,
“nothing’s gonna harm you” from the
melody “Not While I’m Around” to
Toby, a young simpleton who learns the
truth that Todd is a murderer. Ironically,
she sings it like a lullaby, knowing that
he will be the next victim.

Earlier, Toby (Carey Gsell) sings that
same song in clear tones with the bra-
vado of a three-year-old who will pro-
tect his mum from the bogeyman.

Catching Ms. Ingoglia’s passion is
Kevin Melendez’s Todd. Convention-
ally, the role is played with crazed
frenzy, but wisely, director Ms. Meryl
has Todd’s deeds speak for the charac-
ter. Mr. Melendez is no full-out mon-
ster here, just a brooding man being
eaten away by the loss of a young wife
and daughter while trying to exact his

pound of flesh.
Along the way, all that poundage

piles up before his barber’s razor can
find the right person to kill.

Tenor Stephen Mir, in the role of
sailor Anthony, sings and acts superbly.
His love for Johanna (Eryn LeCroy),
Todd’s daughter and the ward of Judge
Turpin, blossoms at first sight while he

watches her at her bedroom window
singing a gorgeous rendition of “Green
Finch and Linnet Bird.”

These two new lovebirds get to make
more beautiful music together in “Kiss
Me.”

As Judge Turpin, Mr. Bashian em-
ploys a rich voice that combines well
with Todd’s anguished lament in “Pretty
Women”. The odious judge’s partner in
multiple crimes is the Beadle, (Christo-
pher Georgetti) a groveling, conscience-
less officer.

Another stellar performer in this cast
of standouts is 17-year-old Kirk
Geritano, who plays Todd’s barber-
shop competition, Mr. Pirelli. In this
role, Kirk’s tour-de-force number, “The
Contest,” requires a command of the
falsetto voice as well as an exaggerated
Italian accent. Mr. Geritano masters it
all, as well as an Irish accent later on,
with a flourish.

An undeniable major component of
this musical is the ensemble that not
only provides the thrilling chorus of
trios, quintets and other special musical
combinations, but physically moves the
revolving center set piece and the stair-
cases seamlessly to push and pull the
viewer gently into the next scene.

Under the baton of Ilene Greenbaum,
the professional orchestra, with the
augmentation of student musicians, sets
a hauntingly eerie tone. Lighting de-
signer Alexander Fogel brings an im-
pressive, simple set designed by Mark
Nayden into focus.

The show is a visual cornucopia of
textures and sepia hues displayed in
marvelous costumes designed by Aaron
Mastin. Especially delightful is Mrs.
Lovett’s Act II cranberry colored dress
displaying her new wealth from her
thriving bakeshop. Costume details are
attended to right down to Mrs. Lovett’s
Victorian period dangle earrings.

Ms. Meryl, in collaboration with
Ms. Alban, has truly “kicked it up a
notch” with this presentation of
Sondheim’s musical masterpiece.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Contribution
Sweeney Todd employs the talents of two

young Scotch Plains-Fanwood residents: Katie
Cockrell, a Fanwood resident who has just
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and is attending NYC Tisch
Academy in the fall, and Julia Babis, a Scotch
Plains resident and rising junior at SPFHS.

Julia, 16, is one of the youngest in the cast
and has worked 10-hour days since summer
began.

In the following e-mail to The Leader and
The Times, she tells of her experience:

“I have loved performing for as long as I can
remember, and being involved with Sweeney
has definitely been more work than anything
else I have done. I knew it would be a huge
commitment going in, but when I found out I
made it, I don’t think I was ever more excited.
I have been taking acting and vocal lessons at
NJYT for the last two years, and I know that
these are committed, professional, talented
people. I couldn’t believe that I was going to be
a part of it.

“This experience is as close to a Broadway
production as it can get. I am undecided about
whether I want to pursue theater as a profes-
sion. Not because I do not love the work, being
on stage and performing, but because I know
there are a lot of talented people out there, and
the cast, crew and orchestra of Sweeney Todd
are proof of that. I have learned so much and will
continue to look for opportunities to grow as an
actress and singer. I feel very lucky to be a part
of this, and I am loving every minute of it.”

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times, Leader/Times archives  (4/24/08)
DON’T CRY WOLF...Last April, Maestro David Wroe narrated “Peter and the
Wolf,” the classic children’s tale that introduced both young and old to the tones
and timbres of the various orchestral instruments.


