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SIMO SMACKS 2 HRs; NIES, SAVARESE, DiFABIO 1 HR

Investors Savings Score Early
To Stop Deegan Roofing, 11-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bizarre would have been an accu-
rate definition of the game between
the two top titans of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 15.
Investors Savings, trailing Deegan
Roofing by one game for the top spot,
endured a series of zany plays to seal
an 11-6 victory and a tie for first.

Prior to the game Roofer Jeff Bendix,
who had enjoyed some success as the
leadoff batter, noticed that his name
was placed in the middle of the lineup
by team captain Steve Brainard.

Referring to a sports article in last
week’s Leader/Times, Bendix said,
“It says in the paper that my leadoff
position is secure.”

“It is! I put you in the second lead-
off spot,” Brainard answered.

The “Three Home Runs (over the
fence)” rule per team that was in
effect caused a pair of peculiar inci-
dents. First, a line drive down the
leftfield line by Investor Joe DiFabio
hit in fair territory but appeared to
hop into the woods just left of the
fence and was ruled a home run in-
stead of a ground rule double. Sec-
ond, since three over-the-fence hom-
ers had already occurred by the In-
vestors, John Lehberger’s shot over
the fence became an automatic out.

With Investor Ron Germinder on

first, a wicked grounder was fielded
only a few feet away by Deegan first
baseman Dan Samila. Germinder re-
fused to leave the base and, at the last
second, Samila tagged Germinder and
stepped on the base for a double play.

Roofer Matt Walsh commented, “I
played a long time and I never seen
anything like that.” A few plays later
DiFabio’s homer caused Walsh to say,
“That’s something else I never saw
before.”

Another act of strangeness occurred
in the fourth inning when Investor first
baseman Mark Nies fielded a grounder
and stepped on the “safety” bag instead
of the “official” bag and Marty Marks
was ruled safe and a run also scored.

Todd Simo led the Investors’ offen-
sive assault with a pair of over-the-
fence homers, a double, a single, four
RBI and two runs scored. Nies (3-for-
4, 2 runs) crushed a three-run homer
and added an RBI single. Lehberger
(3 runs scored) had a triple and a pair
of singles and speedy Scott Savarese
slashed an inside-the-park homer. Ed
Zazzali ripped a pair of singles, while
Neil Kaufman (2 runs scored), John
Pellazzallo, Tim Walsh and
Germinder added singles.

The bottom of the Deegan batting
order provided most of their punch.
Brainard nailed a two-run single and
an RBI double. Rich Carlucci scored
twice, looped an RBI double and

singled. Tom Straniero slapped a pair
of singles and scored once, while Jerry
Isolda and Brady Lau each singled and
scored once. Leadoff batter Kevin
Woodring had three singles and Kevin
Spellman had a pair of singles, while
Walsh (RBI, run scored), Marks and
Mike Parkhill each singled.

Nies hammered his three-run shot
and Simo followed with his solo blast
to give the Bankers a 4-0 lead in the
first inning then the score jumped to
6-0 in the third when Savarese added
his homer and Simo chopped an RBI
single. Brainard drilled his RBI
double in the bottom of the inning
then Matt Walsh scored in the fourth
as a result of Nies’ “miss tag” at first.

The Investors deposited five runs
in the fifth to grab an 11-2 lead.
Lehberger lashed an RBI triple, Nies
tapped an RBI single, Simo launched
a two-run homer and DiFabio hooked
his solo homer.

From that point, Deegan pitcher
Carlucci muted the Bankers’ bats and
his team erupted for four runs in the
eighth to make the game interesting.

As they walked in to bat in the
bottom of the ninth, Brainard and
Straniero both blurted, “This is a great
game to steal. We’re back in it!”

The Bankers’ vault, however,
slammed shut and became theft proof.
Investors Savings 402 050 000 11
Deegan Roofing 001 100 040 6

CHRIS PRASEK STRIKES OUT FOUR, GETS LONE HIT

Readington Rebel 12s Reject
Westfield Blue Baseballers

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a game that was hallmarked by
suffocating pitching and a powerful
offensive attack, the Readington 12-
year-old baseball team defeated
Westfield Blue, 12-0, in four innings

in New Providence Green League
action at Gumbert field in Westfield
on July 16.

Readington starting pitcher Bobby
Cole faced nine batters in his three
innings, sitting down eight Blues in a
39-pitch outing. He also rapped a
leadoff home run in the first inning
and singled in the second. Relief
pitcher Sam Cohen allowed the lone
Blue hit, a single to Chris Prasek,
while recording two strikeouts and
walking one in the fourth inning. Kyle
Moss went 3-for-3, including a three-
run homer in the third, and finished
with five RBI. Matt Wougk and Chris
Boden each walloped two-run hom-
ers and Kevin Jessourian finished 3-
for-3, including a double.

“Our kids came out and played well.
They were cheering each other on,
being good sports and good team-
mates, and that’s what we look for.
Bobby Cole did a very good job today.
He was on target, did not throw a lot of
pitches and the ones he did throw
seemed to do the job,” said Readington

Head Coach Larry Prager. “Offen-
sively, the kids were hitting long ball
well and I think this field certainly
suited them. The centerfielder on the
other team (Nick Buontempo) made
some really spectacular plays but the
ones that were too far went over the

fence. This one went our way but next
time, who knows?”

The Rebels set the tone early in the
top of the first with three hits, includ-
ing Cole’s and Wougk’s home runs to
produce a 3-0 lead off starting pitcher
Pat Woods. Ben Herbster relieved
Woods and permitted a double to
Jessourian, settled down and responded
with two impressive strikeouts.

In the bottom of the first, Westfield’s
Prasek ripped a sharp grounder to
second that was effectively snagged
by Rebel shortstop Moss. After that,
Cole pitched confidently with his
canon-like throwing arm stifling ev-
ery Westfield batter through his three
innings.

In the second inning, after
Buontempo made an impressive ma-
jor league running grab in center,
three Rebels rumbled over the plate.
Cole and Moss both thrashed singles
and scored on throwing errors and
Boden dropped the ball over the
centerfield fence. Readington plated
six runs in the third to take a 12-0

lead. Jessourian singled and Tom
Ashforth walked. Both runners
swiped bases then danced home on
misguided throws. Mansdorfer fol-
lowed with a one-out single, swiped
second, advanced to third and tapped
home plate on yet another error. Cole

walked and Moss
deposited his
home run over the
leftfield fence.
Buontempo halted
the onslaught with
two outstanding
defensive plays. In
the bottom of the
fourth, Cohen in
relief for Cole, al-
lowed a single to
Prasek, struck out
two batters and
walked one to seal
the victory.

“Overall, I think
we played pretty
well. Our pitcher,
Herbster pitched
extremely well and
gained control
with every pitch,
which is very
good. Buontempo
made outstanding
catches, hustling
all the time, and we
made a couple of
good plays in the
infield. We should

have hit a little more but some days
it’s not our day to hit. Prasek, he’s
aggressive, hitting the ball really well
and we moved him up in the lineup to
first recently for hitting like he hit
today,” said Westfield Head Coach
Bob Clancy.
Readington 336 00 12
Westfield Blue 000 00 0

Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball Standings:

MONDAY DIVISION (July 19):
TEAM W L
Val Decorators 12   4
Sofa Kings 12   6
TJ’s 10   6
Hocus Pocus 10   8
DJ’s Limo   5 13
Neighborhood Painting   2 16

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Investors Savings Bank 15   3
Deegan Roofing 15   3
Defcon Sauces 13   5
Trinity Electric   7 11
Caffrey Tree Service   3 15
Shapiro’s   2 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE MAKING IT TO SECOND…Investors’ Ed Zazzali does not quite make it to second base safely as Deegan
shortstop Kevin Spellman casts an “out” tag on him in the sixth inning.

NOWHERE TO RUN SAFELY...Westfield Blue Shortstop Chris Prasek chases down Readington
Rebel Kyle Moss attempting to swipe a base. Prasek teamed up with second baseman Andrew
Jessourian, who slapped on the tag for the out in the second inning.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

COLONIAL

COLONIAL CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WYCHWOOD GEM
COLONIAL

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

$649,900

$899,000 $2,195,000

$749,900

$2,755,000

This lovely renovated 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath Colonial, situated on a tranquil cul-de-sac,
is ready for you to just move in! The first floor boasts hardwood floors in the spacious sunlit
Living Room, Dining Room and Bedroom (or Family Room) with sliding glass doors
leading to a rear deck. The gourmet kitchen, with granite countertops, wood cabinetry,
ceramic tile backsplash and ceramic tile floor opens up to a separate dining area with ceramic
tile floor. The second floor has 2 very large bedrooms with ceiling fans and abundant closet
space. The spacious master bedroom offers a large walk-in closet, ceiling fan and master
bath. The stand up attic, perfect for storage, and a large high ceilinged basement, ready to
be finished and including a laundry room and workshop, add to the features of the home.
Other amenities include an underground sprinkler system, multi-zone heating and central
air conditioning. Make this perfect home yours today! MLS # 2670022

This notable “builder’s own” Custom Colonial boasts the very best of dramatic design
combined with top quality upgrades & amenities. Set on a tranquil tree lined street, yet
moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation. MLS # 2679969

This spectacular residence, built by Gabriel Estate Homes features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms,
5 full and 1 half bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable
features include custom ceilings, elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room,
master bedroom & master bath, gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite.
Special contractors financing available. MLS # 2677967

This Center Hall Colonial gem radiates character throughout, tastefully marrying classic old
world charm with quality modern amenities. The cheerful Living Room boasts hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace and bay window overlooking the professionally landscaped
front yard. The gracious Dining Room will accommodate all of your entertaining. The Family
Room showcases a custom wall of built-ins, petite-parquet hardwood floor and a bay window
overlooking the newly landscaped yard and trraced patio. The inviting gourmet kitchen has
hardwood floors and adjoins the sunny breakfast room with 3 pantry closets, vaulted and
beamed ceiling, hardwood floors and access to the patio and fenced yard. The second level
offers 3 spacious bedrooms, hardwood floors and abundant closet space and built-ins. Located
on a private corner lot in the heart of Wychwood just moments from schools, parks, NY
transportation and town. MLS # 2647631

Artful living at this serene, sought-after address located on a privacy-rich oval...a jewel in
the crown of Westfield. Spacious 5 Bedroom house has a pleasing flow created by archways,
sky lit Family Room, and Kitchen renovated by a top local architect. Light abounds, and
paver patio winds around the house under a blooming archway. Master Bedroom overlooks
the oversized backyard. Giant finished basement with recreation room and office, plus full
bath and 2 Bedrooms on first floor, provide infinite possibilities for home office and family
living. Lovely neighborhood for families, and just a short distance from the elementary
school. MLS # 2685688

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

$859,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


