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Poplar Place Men Walk Past
Midway Softball Men, 17-8
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St. Matthew Men Sneak Past
St. Joseph Softball Men, 10-8
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
click Archives.

July 20, 2005: Sensing dissention
amongst the ranks of A Division leader
Dunellen Hotel midway through the
game, Geeks on Call took advantage
of the situation and scored 13 runs in
the final two innings to topple the
Hotel men, 20-12, in the first game of
a double header in the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League at Brookside
Park. Dave Eckert went 3-for-3, with
a double, scored a run and racked up
five RBI. Brian Dayton ripped two
singles and a double, while scoring
twice and recording two RBI. Pete
Poillon poked three singles, had two
RBI and scored once.

July 21, 2004: Little mercy was
offered by the hosting St. James
“Gang’ in a 20-5 massacre of the St.
Edward “Purple Gang” at Brookside
Park. Taking full advantage of the
“Purple Gang’s” shorthanded situa-
tion, which included no pitching staff
and the absence of superstar Tony
Williams, the “James Gang” avenged
an earlier season loss by shooting out
22 hits, including five doubles, three
triples and a home run. “James Gang-
ster” Lee DiDonato went 3-for-4, in-
cluding a solo blast, with three RBI
and three runs scored.

July 21, 2002: The Westfield 12-
year-old baseball team blanked the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 2-

0, in the Linden Invitational Tourna-
ment. Westfield pitcher Justin Olsen
went all the way as he tossed a four-
hitter, struck out seven and walked
one. Olsen punched an RBI single in
the third and Ryan Scanlon cracked
an RBI single in the sixth.

July 22, 2001: For the first time in
memory (1983), the Westfield Ameri-
can Legion Post 3 baseball team won
the Union County title after defeating
Cranford 11-4. Jay Cook hammered
a two-run blast and Nick Geissler
pitched a complete game for the vic-
tory and finished his season 6-0.

July 23, 2000: The St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League All-Star
game was a thriller right down to the
final out. The Angels Division came
from behind, took over the lead, then
held on to edge the Saints Division,
15-14, at Brookside Park. St. James
“Gang” member Don Rowbotham
rapped a solo home run, which ex-
cited a four-run sixth inning, but St.
Louis posse members Gerry Spitzer –
4 RBI – and Norm Hansen – 3 RBI –
really tumbled the Saints.

July 21, 1999: Joe Dasti went 4-
for-4, including two doubles, and
scored four runs to lead Marian Av-
enue past Montrose Avenue, 9-7, in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation action at La Grande Park.
Marian slugger Bill Mariani, who
also had four hits, launched a two-run
home run to cap a four-run gush in the
third inning and totaled five RBI.
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Open House! Sunday, July 26th, 1pm-4pm 
111 Prospect Street, Westf ield, NJ

Why is it that the Savannah in Downtown Westfield is still  
selling, when all the other Real Estate has slowed down?

As Always, 
it's Location,  
Location,  
Location.


35 Luxury Condominium Residences  

For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h We s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Live in Westfield! Select Units at $734,000! Including all upgrades!!!

Guess Where Your Friends  
Are Moving To!

The Savannah has  
CLOSED ON 3 HOMES and  

SIGNED 4 MORE CONTRACTS  
in the month of May!

patient, got a lot of walks and that
helped. Midway is a good team and
they came back at us. They beat us

last week and we were able to return
the favor tonight. We were not too
good defensively. We did what we
had to do but we were getting ner-
vous,” said team captain Tom Smith.

Poplar plated nine runs on four hits
in the bottom of the first, highlighted
by DeFrancesco’s two-run double and
Mike Kelly’s two-run single. Guarneri
and Watt each added RBI singles.
Midway fired back with two rounds
in the bottom of the second. Loguidice
singled, swiped a base and scored on
Meade’s single to leftfield. Koski fol-
lowed with a single and Hamlin jolted
an RBI single. Midway kept rolling
and came out shooting with six runs
in the next four innings to narrow the
score to 9-8.

As Poplar came to bat in the fifth,
coach Smith yelled at his team and
said, “This is brutal! It’s brutal!”

With the help of a string of walks,
Poplar responded with six runs to
seize a comfortable, 15-8 lead then
plated two more runs in the sixth.

“If you can’t throw strikes, walk 15
guys, you’ll never win a game and it
doesn’t matter how good you hit. We
have been playing very well lately;
unfortunately, we have a lot of inju-
ries, including our ace pitcher, Eddie
Perez. Manny Perez, our other pitcher,
has been gone so we had to patch-
work our pitching with Koski and
myself. The first two games, I pitched
decent and got the ball over the plate,
but tonight with the umpire squeez-
ing Koski and myself with his crazy
strike zone, we did the best we could
for not being normal pitchers. We just
did not get it done,” said White.
Midway Avenue 022 310 0 8
Poplar Place 900 062 x 17
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BERNARDSVILLE. $350,000. Potential abounds in this 
lovely Colonial set on 1/3+ acre on a quaint residential street 
near downtown. Features solid construction, hardwood 
floors, easy floor plan, convenient first-floor bedrooms, 
screened porch overlooking park-like grounds. 2 bedrooms, 
1 bath. Web#1343 

(run scored) made good use of his
two at bats with a two-run double and
an RBI single. Charlie Baier drilled
an RBI double and singled, while
Lewis Blau doubled and scored twice.
Joe Negley and Tom Ulichny both
doubled and scored once. Corey
Woodring tripled, Chemidlin had an
RBI single and Walt Patrylo scored
once, while Ed Marchelitis (run
scored) and Perfilio each singled.

Although each team had its share
of fielding faux pas, there were also

several fine defensive plays. Joe third
baseman Ken Blaes made a pair of
fine catches. Second baseman Joe
Cocuzza made a brilliant diving grab
of a grounder, shortstop Patrylo
hauled in a difficult fly in shallow
center and Negley made an excellent
catch near the fence in center. Matt
man Alvarez chased down a fly ball in
leftfield and Balestriere ended the
game with a smooth second-to-first
putout.

Matthew plated four runs on six
hits in the top of the first and the Joes
answered with four runs on four hits,
capped by Tom Litterio’s two-run
double. Balestriere singled and scored
on Alvarez’s triple in the second then
Luongo legged out his homer in the
bottom of the inning. In the third,
Negley doubled and scored on
Chemidlin’s 15-foot single to put the
Joes up 6-5.

A pair of fielding blunders allowed
St. Matthew to seize a 7-6 lead in the
fourth but the Joes quickly regained
the lead, 8-7, with Tom Litterio’s RBI
single and Baier’s RBI double. Frank
Litterio tied the game with his RBI
single in the fifth then Margolis’
ground out and Radice’s sacrifice fly
to center gave the Matt men two in-
surance runs in the sixth.
St. Matthew 410 212 0 10
St. Joseph 411 200 0 8

In Memory

WF’s Murray to Start
In All-Star Game

CAPE COD, MASS. – Wake Forest
senior Mike Murray of Westfield was
named the starting catcher for the East-
ern Division in the Cape Cod Colle-
giate Baseball League All-Star Game
to be played at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
July 23, at Fenway Park in Boston.

Murray is leading the Chatham
Anglers with a .385 batting average
and a .500 on base percentage. He is
a graduate of Westfield High School,
where he was first-team All-Ameri-
can in 2006 and All-State in both
2005 and 2006. The Cape Cod Colle-
giate Baseball League is recognized
as the finest summer baseball league
in the nation.

BOMBER BOY STRIKES AGAIN…Westfield Blue 11s await teammate Steven
“Bomber Boy” Barmakian at home plate after his second homerun of the day in
a game against Warren. Westfield Blue won the game, 5-1.

Dom Lawrence

Mike Murray

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED AT SECOND…Midway shortstop Rich Richardson shows everyone his
snowcone on a force play on Poplar’s Mike Kelly.


