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THREE TIMES GOLDEN…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout Gold Award
recipients Giulia Mercuri, Alexandra Joy and Lauren Hirschhorn, pictured left
to right, celebrate their achievement on May 26.

Local Girl Scouts Attain
Prestigious Gold Award

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Girl Scout Commu-
nity has announced that Lauren
Hirschhorn, Alexandra Joy and
Giulia Mercuri each received their
Gold Award on May 26 at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The
Gold Award is the highest earned
recognition in Girl Scouting. All
three young women are rising se-
niors in high school.

To attain the award, a candidate
must earn three interest project
patches and one Studio 2B charm,
the Career Exploration Pin, the Se-
nior Girl Scout Leadership Award
and the Girl Scout 4B Challenge.
Finally, each girl designs and car-
ries out a Gold Award Project. The
project must involve a minimum of
65 hours of her own time and dem-
onstrate her leadership abilities and
her commitment to her community.

Lauren, a student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, focused on
raising awareness about pediatric
cancer and providing comfort to
children and their families battling
cancer. She held an event at which
75 Brownies (and non-Brownie
friends) earned participatory
patches and the Brownie Girl Scout
Around the World and the Caring
and Sharing Try-It.

Each girl brought a donation for a
birthday party bag and made personal
birthday cards for the pediatric cancer
patients. Twenty-five bags in all were
filled with donated items. Lauren cre-
ated brochures that were given to the
leaders and also to the Fanwood Me-
morial Library to educate children and
young adults about cancer.

Additionally, Lauren ran a col-
lection for new teddy bears to pro-
vide comfort to the children with
cancer and hand made 20 no-sew
fleece blankets for them. Donated
stuffed animals and general cards
were given to the Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation that assists the fami-
lies.

For her Gold Award project,
Alexandra, also a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, de-
signed a program that encouraged
children to read and write their own
stories. The class was implemented
at two elementary schools over a 10-
week period as part of their winter
after-school enrichment programs.

In addition, Alexandra organized
a book collection for the purpose of
sharing stories on a global level.

Family, friends and the community
donated more than 1,000 children’s
books and 250 videos. The collec-
tion was given to the North Ameri-
can Taiwanese Women’s Associa-
tion, which ships books to remote
villages in Taiwan to promote En-
glish literacy.

Giulia, a student at Newark Acad-
emy in Livingston, worked at a char-
ter middle school, Rise Academy,
in Newark. Her Gold Award project
was to improve the physical envi-
ronment of the relatively new build-
ing which houses the school to make
it more appealing to the children.

Giulia used her photography skills
to take pictures of the students, frame
them and hang them on the walls. She
recruited art students from Newark
Academy who helped her paint mu-
rals, one with the school motto on top
of the door at the entrance of the
school and the other in a hallway illus-
trating the phrase “Rise to College.”

On the side of this mural, Giulia
hung a signed version of the poem
“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou that
she obtained from the author; the
name of the school was inspired by
this poem. Since then, more art stu-
dents have expressed an interest in
continuing the work on the Rise
Academy walls.

Lauren, Alexandra and Giulia
have each been Girl Scouts for 12
years, starting as Daisy scouts in
kindergarten. They are members of
Troop 751, led by Cathy Hirschhorn,
Rita Mercuri, Carmela Resnick and
Marcia Zimmermann.

SUMMER FUN…Redeemer Lutheran School’s Club Summer staff in Westfield,
pictured above, offers wrap-around programs from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for children
ages 3 through (completing) grade 6. Each week, a different culture is visited
through projects, games, crafts, music, drama and trips. Afternoon campers swim
at the nearby Westfield Area “Y.” For more information, call (908) 232-1517.

Service League Reveals
New Provisional Class

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League (WSL) announced its
new provisional class for 2009-2010
at its annual meeting in June, which
was held at the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield.

The nine new women of the provi-
sional class include Jane Abels,
Marie Castalado, Anna Christakos,
Sheila Gagliano, Paula Heck, Simone
Koglin, Claire Patankar, Totty
Sauerwein and Ann Stocking.

These women will spend the 2009-
2010 year working weekly in either
the thrift or the consignment shop,
which is run by the WSL. They also
will volunteer their time at the
Westfield Food Pantry, located at the

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, as well as deliver meals
for Mobile Meals of Westfield.

The WSL is committed to serving
the community by rendering volun-
teer service and monetary contribu-
tions. The organization’s thrift shop
and consignment shop are both lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield. Proceeds from the sales
in these shops are donated to local
charities throughout the area.

The shops are closed for the sum-
mer but will reopen on Wednesday,
September 9, with their shelves
fully stocked with clothing, house-
hold items, bric-a-brac, toys and
books. For more information about
the WSL, visit  i ts website,
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com.

CLASS ACT…The Westfield Service League’s Provisional Class of 2009-2010,
pictured left to right, are: front row, Paula Heck, Jane Abels, Anna Christakos,
Sheila Gagliano and Claire Patankar, and back row, Simone Koglin, Totty
Sauerwein and Ann Stocking. Missing is Marie Castalado. They will spend the
next year volunteering in various capacities for the league.

Federal Stimulus Funds
Expand Meal Programs

COUNTY – The Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision on Aging, has received
$211,589 through the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) of 2009.

Union County will use its share of
stimulus dollars to expand its Meals-
on-Wheels home-delivered meal pro-
gram and the congregate, or group,
meals program at senior centers and
housing complexes throughout the
county.

The Federal stimulus dollars will
mean 48,000 additional meals will
be served to approximately 800 se-
nior adults in Union County. These
meals are provided to senior citizens
age 60 and older through a federal
formula based on state and county
demographics.

“We are excited and grateful to
receive these federal dollars in order
to help more seniors during these
hard economic times,” said Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “For many of
our elderly, a meal at a senior center
may be their main meal of the day. A
meal delivered directly to the home
of a frail, homebound older person
may be that person’s only human
contact for the day.”

In early June, each municipality
in Union County received a letter
explaining that the ARRA funds
could be used to eliminate waiting
lists, expand existing nutrition pro-
grams or serve new clients. Eleven
of Union County’s 21 municipali-
ties identified needs, including 108
new senior clients who will receive
home-delivered meals and 690 new
senior clients who will receive meals
at senior centers or housing com-
plexes.

The ARRA stimulus funding will

allow Union County to provide meals
at senior housing and center loca-
tions that previously did not offer this
service. In addition, some nutrition
sites that served meals two days per
week will be able to serve meals three
days per week, and, at one location,
the county will be able to provide
meals for weekends.

“Using the ARRA stimulus money,
Union County’s Department of Hu-
man Services, Division on Aging,
will operate this expansion of its nu-
trition programs through the end of
2009,” Freeholder Mirabella noted.

In 2008, the county’s Division on
Aging delivered 403,818 meals, in-
cluding 233,746 home-delivered
meals and 170,072 congregate meals.

To date, in 2009, the county has
delivered 92,842 meals to homebound
seniors, and 67,764 meals have been
served at congregate sites, for a total
of 160,606 meals.

For information about senior nutri-
tion programs or any other senior
services, call the Union County Divi-
sion on Aging toll-free at (888) 280-
8226 or visit the Union County
website, ucnj.org.

Seminars to Address
Longevity Planning

MOUNTAINSIDE – Two free
seminars on longevity planning will
take place at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, located at 1350 Route
22, West, in Mountainside.

A two-hour seminar will be held on
Wednesday, July 29, at 8:30 a.m. Free
CE credits will be offered to social
workers attending this seminar. A one-
hour seminar will take place on Thurs-
day, August 6, at 7 p.m.

Attendees at the seminars will learn
about long-term care planning and
how to protect their family and their
assets. Topics will include Medicaid,
Medicare, private pay, reverse mort-
gages and insurance.

Advance registration is required
for both sessions and may be done by
calling (908) 654-4460.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Deadline Is Extended
For PTR 1-2 Forms

AREA – All senior citizens and
persons on Social Security Disability
are advised that the Property Tax
Rebate (PTR 1 and 2) “tax freeze”
filing date has been extended to Mon-
day, August 17, 2009.

Additionally, the income qualifi-
cations have been increased for 2007
to $60,000 and for 2008 to $70,000.
For filing forms and information, call
Ed Evans at the Scotch Plains Public
Library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 208.

www.goleader.com


