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MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
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Your Hometown Used Car Dealer
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“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

RS Fires Worker; Fails to
Rescind Merger With RP

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE — Last Wednesday’s
meeting of the Roselle Borough
Council started with a disagreement
between Mayor Garrett Smith and
Council President Jamel Holley over
whether or not Council President
Holley had the right to issue a procla-
mation to a retiring public works
employee, and the disagreements did
not end there.

Heated discussions amongst coun-
cil members ran into the wee hours of
the morning. The main issues facing
the council were the ousting of Kevin
Brister as the coordinator of the
Everett Hatcher Municipal Alliance
Committee (EHMAC), and whether
or not to proceed on an agreement to
merge the Roselle and Roselle Park
finance departments.

Although personnel issues are usu-
ally held in closed session, Mr. Brister,
who has held the position for two
years, requested that the discussion
of his employment be aired in a pub-
lic forum. The EHMAC is funded
through state grants, and the coordi-
nator must be reappointed on an an-
nual basis.

Mr. Brister was arrested last week
for allegedly trying to run down a
laundromat employee with his van,
charges which he referred to as
“trumped up.”

Some members of the council and
the public spoke out on the ousting,
saying that it was “personal” and not
based on Mr. Brister’s performance,
while others questioned his behavior
and whether or not he should be per-
mitted to work with at-risk youth.

Councilwoman Samantha Dow
stated that there is “no question his
performance has been stellar” and
stated that this was not the first time
members of the governing body had
tried to fire Mr. Brister.

Councilwoman Sylvia Turnage
questioned the addition of the resolu-
tion to the agenda after the workshop
meeting, and stated that ways to ter-
minate Mr. Brister had been previ-
ously discussed in the council’s hu-

man resources committee. Council-
woman Turnage also stated that other
members of council had referred to
Mr. Brister as a “crack head.”

The council voted 4-2 to fire Mr.
Brister with Councilwomen Dow and
Turnage being the only votes to keep
him on as coordinator of EHMAC.

As a “yellow tag” item, Council-
woman Dow attempted to introduce a
resolution to rescind the borough’s
July 8 vote to merge its finance de-
partment with Roselle Park. The
agreement will eliminate all of the
employees currently in the Roselle
finance department, including cur-
rent Roselle Chief Financial Officer
Adrian Mapp, who is also a Plainfield
councilman and a former Union
County freeholder.

Councilwoman Dow questioned the
legality of the agreement and how
much the borough would realize in
savings. She stated that numbers pro-
vided by the borough’s finance de-
partment indicate a savings of $15,000
a year, versus the $647,000 that was
presented at a previous meeting. She
suggested that the whole borough be
studied to find cost savings, rather
than targeting a single department.

Councilwoman Christine
Dansereau said that with foreclosures
on the rise and fewer tax dollars com-
ing into the borough, the council needs
to find ways to save money and that
this merger “is in (the borough’s) best
interest.”

Councilwoman Turnage suggested
the borough should look for shared
services within the tax assessor’s de-
partment. She also stated that the
videotape of the previous council
meeting “disappeared” and was only
returned “under threat of police” ac-
tion.

Councilman and Finance Commit-
tee Chairman, Yves Aubourg, said
Mr. Mapp has not attended finance
committee meetings and has not pro-
vided the committee with all of the
invoices that were requested.

The measure to merge finance de-
partments failed by a vote of 4-2, with
Councilwomen Dow and Turnage
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

 Latest Poll Shows Christie
Lead Widening Over Corzine
The latest Quinnipiac University

poll released last week has showed
Republican gubernatorial candidate
Chris Christie with a 53-41 percent
lead over incumbent Governor Jon
Corzine, an increase from a 10-point
lead in June.

A Monmouth University/Gannett
New Jersey Poll shows 76 percent of
New Jersey voters say their vote in the
governor’s race would be based solely
on state and local issues.

Millburn, Summit Eying
Merger of Fire Services

Millburn and Summit are in discus-
sions on how they can merge fire
services, the Star-Ledger has reported.
Both towns have shared a fire dis-
patch center since 1984. The towns
are working on a RFP (Request for
Proposals) for a consultant to look
into shared services between the two
towns. Both towns are also consider-
ing a joint police dispatch with the
Township of Livingston.

Diane Walsh Named Leg. Aid
For Assemblyman Bramnick

Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
has named former Star-Ledger reporter
Diane Walsh as his legislative aid. She
replaces Scott Mersereau who  left the

office after being accepted into the
alternate route program for the sum-
mer session at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

Assembly Dems Have Big Edge
In Campaign Cash Over GOP

Assembly Democrats have a nearly
three-to-one cash advantage over the
Republicans, according to
politickernj.com.

The Assembly Democratic Campaign
Committee has $989,244 on hand to
Assembly Republican Victory’s
$334,429, according to the Election Law
Enforcement Commission, the political
website reported.

All 80 assembly seats are up this
year although the Senate is not up
until 2011. The Senate Democratic
Majority has $927,699 on hand to the
Republicans’ $442,333.

By KATHERINE A. SLOAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A week-long
excursion, starting July 13, and end-
ing July 17, took place at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
(UCVTS), where teachers from all
over the county gathered to learn how
to “Go Green” in the classroom.

The camp included Union County
middle school teachers, UCVTS
teachers, UCVTS Superintendent of
Schools Thomas Bistocchi, Free-
holder Vice-Chairwoman Bette
Kowalski and Honeywell representa-
tives, Jim Green and John Isherwood.

Honeywell instructors Paul Savage
and Jennifer Puglia from the UCVTS
developed a program where teachers
from Union County learn how to edu-
cate their students to use more efficient
ways to save energy. Honeywell is a
global company that promotes creative
and resourceful ways to decrease the
amount of energy usage and productive
alternatives that help the environment.

Honeywell supplied $30,000 for
the Green Boot Camp so that teachers
can be exposed to an energy saving
curriculum. The curriculum was pro-
duced by Mr. Savage and Ms. Puglia.

Earlier in the week, teachers sur-
veyed around the Vocational-Techni-
cal School campus and conducted an
energy assessment. They discovered
the “good and bad” in energy use and
ways to cut down and conserve.

Then, in the early morning, on July
15, selected seventh and eighth grade
Union County teachers were put to
the test. In small groups they were
given a task to build a wind turbine
with simple tools such as plastic tubs,
glue, tape, wood, cardboard and toys
basically found in a child’s building
block set. A wind turbine is defined as
a rotating wheel that produces me-
chanical energy using movement de-
veloped by wind. With the mission in
place, the group elected a leader and
got to work on creating and learning
the concept of wind energy.

By constructing the project them-
selves they learn how to bring the
assignment back to their classrooms

Area Teachers Learn to
‘Go Green’ at Boot Camp

where students can mimic the teach-
ers’ lesson and learn the basics of
conserving energy, Ms. Puglia stated.

Building the wind turbine is “project
based learning” because it includes
“math, science, team work and critical
thinking,” explained Ms. Savage, who
helped develop the week-long camp.

After a half hour, Ms. Savage asked
the individual groups to discuss the
status of their projects and share their
ideas. As the teachers finished their
final products they were tasked with
testing their work with a fan. Though
some of their wind turbines were not
successful, the teachers were credited
with their hard work trying different
methods to build the best model.

Martha Zervas, a Westfield Edison
Intermediate School teacher, said she
will bring the new information she
learned back to her environmental
club. She, and other teachers, stated
that the students would enjoy this
hands-on activity. They said it would
broaden students’ knowledge about
sustainability management and give
ideas on how to be environment
friendly in their homes and share this
awareness with family and friends.

Also in attendance, according to a
county spokeswoman, was Charlie
Abruzzo, a Westfield resident who
was attending for the Garwood dis-
trict; Gina Fox, a Westfield resident,
attending for the Westfield district;
Jennifer Slavin of West Orange, at-
tending for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district; and Jerome Jackson of Scotch
Plains, attending for Plainfield.

After the teachers were done with
the assignment, Freeholder Kowalski
thanked them for their support and
attendance. Ms. Kowalski also an-
nounced that, “New Jersey is one of
the top states creating solar energy.”

With New Jersey contributing to-
ward innovating better methods in
using energy the teachers appeared
excited in bringing these new educa-
tional techniques back to their schools
to enable their students to get involved
in helping build an environmental sen-
sitivity leading toward a more energy-
saving savvy generation.

Katherine Sloan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING GREEN…Martha Zervas, left, a special education teacher at Edison
Intermediate School, and Gina Fox, a science teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, both in Westfield, stand next to a wind turbine they completed during last
week’s Union County Go Green Boot Camp on green technology curriculum for
middle school teachers. The camp was held at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains.

HIS RUNNINGMATE...Republican Gubernatorial candidate Chris Christie
announces his pick for lieutenant governor, Monmouth County Sheriff Kim
Guadagno, during a press conference on Monday at the Asbury Park Boardwalk.

Governor Corzine Campaign Release

President Obama Rally in Holmdel
HOLMDEL — President Barack

Obama joined Governor Jon Corzine last
Thursday at PNC Bank Arts Center in
Holmdel for a campaign rally attended by
thousands of supporters.

President Obama said, “Jon Corzine
wasn’t just the first governor to pass an
economic recovery plan for his state; he
was an ally in helping us develop the
national recovery plan. Because of these
recovery plans, jobs have been saved and
created in the state of New Jersey – jobs
of police officers and teachers; jobs in
small businesses and clean energy com-
panies. Unemployment insurance and
health insurance have been extended to
those who have felt the brunt of this
recession. Tax relief has been delivered
to families and small businesses.”

According to a campaign release, Gov-
ernor Corzine “has reshaped and resized
New Jersey state government. He elimi-
nated and consolidated departments, re-
duced the state workforce by 7,000 em-
ployees and increased the retirement age
from 55 to 62. While prioritizing educa-
tion and health care, this year’s budget is
$1.8 billion less than the first budget he
introduced.

“Because of his belief that every child
has a right to be challenged, every day,

the governor instituted a new school fund-
ing formula and “expedited billions of
dollars in new school construction.

“He made meaningful and lasting re-
forms to ease the state’s property tax
burden, and this year, property taxes rose
by the smallest amount in a decade. On
Corzine’s watch, 80,000 more children
have been enrolled in the state’s health
insurance program and Corzine took a
child welfare system that was once rated
among the worst in the country, and made
it one of the best.

“With one of the strongest solar pro-
grams in the nation and potentially the
country’s first offshore wind project in
development, New Jersey is a national
leader,” according to the release. “By
embracing new approaches to energy,
New Jersey is providing the pathway to
both economic prosperity and environ-
mental protection.”

Christie Selects Monmouth
Sheriff for Lt. Gov. Post

By JOSEPH GABRIEL AUBOURG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

ASBURY PARK – With many polls
showing that Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Chris Christie has
double-digit leads over incumbent
Governor Jon Corzine, Mr. Christie
announced on Monday at Asbury
Park, as well as other locations, that
his runningmate and New Jersey’s
first lieutenant governor is Monmouth
County Sherriff Kim Guadagno.

Before this year, the state Senate
president served as acting governor
when the governor was either out of
the state or country or if the goevrnor
left office, as had occurred with gov-
ernors Christine Whitman and James
McGreevey.

Ultimately, the position of lieuten-
ant governor was sent as a ballot
referendum in 2005 to be voted on by
the people of New Jersey. It passed by
a large margin and the state constitu-
tion was amended.

Now, New Jersey voters will have
the opportunity to cast a ballot for a
lieutenant governor along with the
governor in the gubernatorial elec-
tions.

In his announcement, Mr. Christie
stated, “Times are tough and the is-
sues are too serious not to be tackling
our state’s problems head on. We just
cannot afford to do it any other way.
That’s why you’ll see Kim and I all
across the State of New Jersey whether
it’s on their front porches or in diners,
talking directly to you, the people of
New Jersey about your problems and
your concerns.”

Mr. Christie reiterated that the lieu-
tenant governor in his administration
would oversee economic develop-
ment programs and a commission to
review state regulations and “red
tape.”

Ms. Guadagno was elected sheriff
in 2007, after holding municipal of-
fice in Monmouth Beach, both as a
commissioner and as a 15-year mem-
ber of the community’s board of ad-

justment. She also spent 15 years as
an assistant U.S. attorney, working
in both New Jersey and Brooklyn,
N.Y. Ms. Guadagno prosecuted high
profile defendants such as Essex
County Executive Thomas D’Alessio
in 1994 and Somerset County pros-
ecutor Nicholas Bissell in 1995.

Later, she served in state govern-
ment as the assistant director of crimi-
nal justice at the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Law and Public Safety. Born
in Waterloo, Iowa, Ms. Guadagno
graduated from Ursinus College and
American University’s law school,
and later worked as a law professor at
Rutgers University.

Her husband, Michael Guadagno,
is also a former assistant U.S. attor-
ney who was named state Superior
Court judge in 2006 on the Ocean
County bench. They have three chil-
dren between the ages of 8 and 16.

Ms. Guadagno stated in the an-
nouncement that, “As a federal pros-
ecutor and later as the Monmouth
County sheriff, I had to make tough
decisions. This is the time in New
Jersey’s history where we have to make
tough decisions.”

Governor Corzine has until Mon-
day, July 27, to make his pick for the
number two spot on his ticket.

Phelan Graduates
From Infantry Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Pri-
vate Ryan Phelan has graduated from
basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

During the nine weeks of training,
the soldier received training in drill and
ceremonies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military justice, development
of basic combat skills and battlefield
operations and tactics,  use of various
weapons and weapons defenses avail-
able to the infantry crewman.

He is the son of Thomas Phelan of
of Edison and the grandson of Rose
Phelan of Scotch Plains.

Two Accidents Occur
During WF Rush Hour

WESTFIELD — At 5:18 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 14, a bicycle being operated by
Bruce Belschner, 48, from Roselle Park
was traveling eastbound on South Av-
enue. As he was crossing the intersection
of Downer Street, a vehicle being driven
by Daniela Field, 33, of Downer Street
was traveling westbound on South Av-
enue and was making a left hand turn onto
Downer Street and the two collided. The
bicyclist was transported to Overlook
Hospital with abrasions and contusions.
Injuries were not serious. No summonses
were issued.

At 5:49 p.m. on Tuesday, Gerald
Scholato, 46, of Easton, Pa. was operat-
ing a motorcycle and traveling west on
North Avenue. A vehicle being driven by
Joseph Pellicano, 87, was on Tuttle Park-
way and was to make a left hand turn onto
North Avenue, eastbound, when the ve-
hicles collided. Pellicano was issued a
summons for a stop sign violation.
Scholato suffered contusions and abra-
sions and was transported to Overlook
Hospital.

Cap and Trade Vote May Mean
Primary Challenge to Smith

Holmdel businessman Alan
Bateman is said to be considering a
2010 run in the Republican Primary
Election against veteran U.S. Rep.
Chris Smith (R-Hamilton),
PolitickerNJ.com has reported. Mr.
Bateman noted that Mr. Smith’s vote
for the “cap and trade” bill as his main
reason to consider running against
Mr. Smith.

Kean: NJ Leg. Needs to
Address Budget ‘Crisis’

WESTFIELD — Senate Republi-
can Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
Westfield) and Assembly Republican
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-Morris
Plains) have released a report by the
Office of Legislative Services that
estimates New Jersey will have a bud-
get deficit of at least $10 billion in the
fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2010.
That estimate includes $8 billion in
the budget and a deficit of $2 billion to
$3 billion in the state’s unemploy-
ment compensation fund.

The GOP leaders have urged Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine to order the state
Legislature into special session to
begin “dealing with this looming fis-
cal crisis.”

“Trenton’s leadership should ac-
knowledge reality and call a session
now to ensure the next governor has
options for dealing with a fiscal crisis
of unprecedented scope,” Mr. Kean
said. Mr. DeCroce said the budget
deficit will “continue to punish
middle class taxpayers.”

A spokesman for the Governor
called the GOP request for a special
session “grandstanding,” calling any
report of a deficit only three weeks
into the new fiscal year speculative,
Bloomberg News reported.


