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Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRIDE AND JOY…Scotch Plains resident Vince DeLisi displays his Depot Hack,
a 1922 Model T.  He bought the chassis years ago but built the body in 1988. “A
real man would crank it to start it, but I use the electric starter,” Mr. DeLisi said.
He won an award at the July 14’s Cruisin Night in Fanwood.  Bridgewater’s Tara
Reddy with her 1969 Mercury Cougar and South Plainfield’s Dave Hackett with
his  1973 Plymouth Barracuda also took home trophies.

Downturn In Economy
Impacting Activity at Ports

Police Report  Three Cat Burglaries
In Westfield, Remind Residents of Care

WESTFIELD — Captain David
Wayman of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment announced that a “cat burglary” oc-
curred on Sunday, July 19, between 1 and
9 a.m. in the 500 block of Westfield Av-
enue. Actor(s) entered the residence
through an unlocked door and rummaged
through the first floor of the house as the
residents were asleep on the second floor.
An unspecified amount of property was
removed from the residence by the actor(s).

This is the third incident of this type that
has occurred in just over a month’s period
of time. During the late night hours of June
9 into the early morning hours of June 10,
a “cat burglary” occurred in the 600 block
of West Broad Street and the 800 block of
Shadowlawn Drive during which time an
unspecified amount of property was re-
moved from each residence.

A “cat burglary” can be defined as
when an occupied premise is unknow-
ingly entered by an actor(s) to commit a
crime. These types of burglaries are un-
usual; however, when they do occur, they
normally take place at night with the
occupants asleep.

The Westfield Police Department is
actively investigating these incidents, and
it is unknown at this time if the incidents
are related.

Residents are reminded to keep the
doors and windows to their houses locked
when practical and report any suspicious
or unusual incidents or people to the Po-
lice Department immediately at (908) 789-
4000 or in case of an emergency dial 911.

percent between $300,000 and
$500,000, and 25 percent when
greater than $500,000.

The commission’s accountant,
Harvin Freedman, said he was not aware
of any agreement between the commis-
sion and the two towns, and would not
comment on the income statements.

Union County Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan said, “At some point, it was
to generate money for Cranford and
Clark, and it has not done that.”

He also said the county is “in no
position to buy another golf course.”

In the public meeting, Mr. Freed-
man updated the commission on the
books. He said that no “expense items
were over budget.”

“We have cut back on capital ex-
penses,” he continued. He said the
commission has spent $8,500 of a
$48,000 budget. Based on cost esti-
mates, he recommended that $75,000
be “allotted to the winter fund.” Mr.
Hoeffler agreed.

Commission Treasurer James
Ulrich reported at the meeting that
there was a “change to the Clarkford
Bill.” It had to pay back $2,800 for a
late starter drop for camp lessons, and
showed there was a $4,000 income
before the reimbursement.

A split of gas lines to run to a new
gas meter is also planned to be com-
plete within a month.

The site has a restaurant, Lana’s
Fine Dining, which Peter Kowal op-
erates under contract. He has man-
aged the restaurant since the complex
opened, and he said the restaurant,
which has indoor and outdoor dining,
as well as a bar, is profitable.

lier this year, told those in attendance
that she went up against Mr. Hely in
a trial as a young attorney trying to
impress her bosses but ended up los-
ing the case.

“But now, the tables are kind of
turned, so it’s kind of fun,” Judge
Cassidy joked. Back to serious com-
ments, she said Mr. Hely has “a wealth
of legal experience” and was a “very
welcome addition to our bench.”

Among the cases Mr. Hely has been
recognized for was a 1984 case in
which he and another attorney re-
ceived the largest injury award in the
state at that time — $3.55 million —
for a paralysis victim. In 1988, he
became the first attorney in the United
States to prove during a jury trial that
the Audi 5000 was defective due to
unintended acceleration. Audi, which
was owned by Volkswagen of America
at that time, claimed the acceleration
instances were due to driver error.

He also authored two books on
personal injury law and trial strategy
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Judge Jim Hely of Westfield

Courtesy of Valeri Sewald
DETERRING CRIME...On July 14, Westfield Police Captain David Wayman
and detective Joseph Costanzo conducted a community meeting at a Shadowlawn
Drive home organized by Fourth Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski regarding
burglaries and theft prevention. Sixty residents attended. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Captain Wayman, Det. Costanzo and Councilman Bigosinski.

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEMICALS…Asw. Linda Stender (D-Fanwood), State Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-Linden) and David Cynamon of K2 Pure Solutions on Monday at the Linden
rail yard support ACR 239, a resolution urging companies to utilize “inherently
safer technologies” rather than potentially dangerous chemicals.

sewerage-treatment plant. The diesel
engines outlined in the Caterpillar
lawsuit are for backup power in the
event of a power failure.

Officials said the authority faces
significant additional costs as a result
of its need to retain temporary gen-
erators and for damage caused by
“backfires” during testing of the co-
generation facilities. Caterpillar and
Foley Power Systems, the local dealer
for Caterpillar, brought suit against
RVSA for the return of the temporary
generators. The RVSA has filed coun-
terclaims and a submission for reim-
bursement from the contractors’ and
consultants’ insurance companies.

A three-day performance test of a
revision to the ultraviolet disinfec-
tion system for the facility’s waste-
water appears to have been success-
fully completed, officials said. While
the report has not been submitted to
the authority, data indicates the test
was successful. The revision switches
the disinfection system to full power
when a triggering flow rate of 55
million gallons per day is exceeded.
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RVSA

subject to a terrorist attack or in-
volved in an accident.

“Homeland Security and many na-
tional security experts have warned
that terrorists could use chemicals
such as chlorine, transported by rail,
in a terrorist attack,” she said.

Mrs. Stender said water-treatment
facilities could substitute bleach for
chlorine at comparable costs, which
would limit the need to transport the
chemical by rail.

David Cynamon, executive chair-
man of K2 Pure Solutions, a Toronto-
based company which builds facili-
ties to produce alternative water-pu-
rification products, said a significant
portion of the chlorine usage “can
and should be eliminated using our
technologies.” He said he hopes the
resolution creates more awareness of
alternative technologies and leads
water utilities and other agencies to
consider these options.

“I think this is the next best thing
that at least forces them in a very
practical way to look at [alternatives],”
Mr. Cynamon said.

According to the New Jersey State
Legislature website, ACR-239 was
introduced on June 25, at which time
it was referred to the Assembly Home-
land Security and State Preparedness
Committee. The bill is co-sponsored
by Assemblymen Jerry Green (D-
Plainfield) and John McKeon (D-West
Orange). Mr. Scutari said he intends
to introduce a Senate version of the
resolution.

“Given the terrorist attacks, given
the world we live in here in the 21st

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Safer Chemicals

By KATHERINE SLOAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The current economic re-
cession is impacting the activity of im-
porting and exporting goods through
the ports of New York and New Jersey.

During the recent Stella Maris
Chapel’s 14th Annual Blessing of the
Ports to wish good fortune to boaters
and ports, including those in Newark,
Elizabeth and Staten Island, last month,
there was an empirical decrease in the
amount of ship activity compared to
what was witnessed by members of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during
the 10th annual blessing.

Michael Costa, a member of the In-
ternational Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion (I.L.A.) local no. 1235, told The
Times the east coast represents one of
the largest port systems in the United
States. He said that the reason for the
decline in current port activity might be
due to higher costs in importing and
exporting goods.

According to a March 2009 Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey
(PANYNJ) press release, the decline in
activity due to the economic downturn
was anticipated. The Port Authority
stated that the last decline in cargo vol-
ume at the ports occurred in 1993.

The Associated Press (AP) reported
that Economist believes the recession
caused a diminution in the demand for
importing.

Although the current economy is af-
fecting transportation of goods, the
PANYNJ foresees a growth in the
amount of shipments. Investing in ex-
press rail and trucks has been an alter-
native to moving products by sea to
ensure an increase in the growth of
freights, PANYNJ officials reported.

On the upside, the PANYNJ’s $246-
million investment in port activity has
created more than 230,000 jobs in the
ports, according to the PANYNJ. This
enables PANYNJ to remain competi-
tive throughout the ports in North
America. In addition, PANYNJ antici-
pates a future increase in the amount of
imported bulk cargo, which was re-
ported as a growth in 2008 over 2007 by
1.6 percent, equating to 55.3 million
metric tons in 2008 and 54.4 million
metric tons in 2007.

The PANYNJ reported setting a new
annual record in 2008 for the dollar
worth of the total cargo activity in the
ports, ranging over $190 billion. Even
with the high record in 2008, there was
still a 25 percent decline for exports and
34.9 percent decrease for imports in
2009, according to The AP. There was a
downturn in the total number of ship

activity in 2008 for the ports in New
York and New Jersey. In 2008, 5,251
ships conducted business there, com-
pared to 5,465 ships in 2007.

“Fifteen straight years with increased
activity at our port facilities, which is an
impressive run, and despite this year’s
flat growth, we look optimistically to
the future,” Port Authority Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director Susan Bass Levin re-
ported in a press release in March.
“That’s why it is critical now, while we
have the opportunity to create needed
short-term jobs, to continue our invest-
ments in dredging, freight rail and up-
grading roads to the terminals so our
port is ready for the inevitable turn-
around in global commerce.”

Port Authority Executive Director
Chris Ward confirmed in the same re-
lease that the, “…Port Authority is not
recession-proof, and we are committed
to making the necessary adjustments to
our operating and capital budget to re-
flect economic reality.”

The Port Authority’s focus, it is re-
ported, is to refurbish the growth activ-
ity in the terminals.

As for speculation that more ships
are using the Staten Island and Brook-
lyn ports versus the New Jersey ports
may be based on the notion that the
Bayonne Bridge is “the biggest ob-
stacle,” said Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, director of northeast op-
erations for Ecuadorian Line.

Mr. Whyte said there are larger ships
that cannot travel underneath the
Bayonne Bridge so they have to use the
Brooklyn ports. In order to circulate
activity throughout the ports in New
York and New Jersey, Mr. Whyte sug-
gested that the bridge might need to be
moved, rebuilt or even lifted.

According to the PANYNJ, construc-
tion overhaul of Staten Island bridges,
including the Goethals Bridge, Bayonne
Bridge and Outerbridge Crossing, are
in the works as chief missions in the
upcoming years. The cost to modernize
the Goethals Bridge is estimated at $600
million and is slated to begin next year.

The cost to recoat the viaducts on the
Bayonne Bridge is approximated at $20
to $30 million and is predicted to begin
in 2011. Reconstruction of the
Outerbridge Crossing has already be-
gun at a projected cost of $1 to 5 mil-
lion.

The PANYNJ plans to increase capi-
tal spending to $3.3 billion, 28 percent
higher over last year, for bridge renova-
tion. In the long run, the PANYNJ said
the investment in capital would create a
competitive advantage and growth in its
ports.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DORMANT CRANES AT PORT...The ship cargo loading and unloading cranes
are empty last month during the cruise thoughout the port in Elizabeth for the
14th Annual Blessings of the Ports. Word on the docks speculates that two factors
may be involved: the downturn in the economy and the shifting of traffic to the
deep-water harbors in Brooklyn and Staten Island.

century, I think it’s an important piece
of legislation,” Mr. Scutari said.

When reached for comment by The
Times, the American Chemical Soci-
ety (ACS) released a statement by
Neal Langerman, a former chair of
the ACS Division of Chemical Health
and Safety, made before the House of
Representatives Committee on Home-
land Security. He said the society
“supports increased attention on safer
technologies and believes the focus
should be on a broad portfolio of
timely and effective methods of re-
ducing risk and mitigating potential
damage.”

“The most effective steps to further
infrastructure protections will likely
include incentives, rather than new
regulations,” Mr. Langerman told the
committee.

for plaintiff injury cases as well as
numerous articles, and appeared as a
regular commentator on “Court TV”
in the 1990s.

Among those from Westfield at-
tending the swearing-in ceremony
were Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and Councilman Mark Ciarrocca,
former mayor Tom Jardim, former
councilman Larry Goldman, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, Westfield
Board of Education President Ginny
Leiz, former town councilwoman and
BOE president Susan Jacobson,
Fanwood Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, Union County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow, County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and County Surrogate James
LaCorte.

Mr. Skibitsky told The Times that
he has known Judge Hely for “quite a
few years” and that, “Union County
residents will be served extremely
well by Jim” on the state Superior
Court.
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Hyatt Hills

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE JUBILANT...President Barack Obama supporters await his arrival to the
Garden State Arts Center last week while security intermingles with the crowd to
ensure the safety.

Garwood Ed.
Approves Fees
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Families with chil-
dren entering half-day pre-kindergar-
ten in the borough for the coming
school year will be charged a monthly
$75 activity fee after the Garwood
Board of Education approved the
measure Tuesday night. The fee will
be used to offset costs of the program.

A $25 participation fee for each
sport was also approved for the
borough’s six middle school sports.
In addition, students will be charged
for lunch unless qualifying for free or
reduced-price ones.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Thursday, July 16, Tereares Daniel, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Thursday, July 16, a resident of Tussel
Lane reported that someone damaged her
planter valued at $45.

Friday, July 17, police investigated a
hit-and-run accident that occurred on
Crestwood Road after the victim parked
her vehicle legally and another vehicle
struck the rear of the vehicle causing dam-
age and then fled the scene.

Friday, July 17, Ahmid Baqqi, 36, of
Marrow, Ga., was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Friday, July 17, James Smith, 34, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, July 18, Kathy Ingraham, 46,
of Scotch Plains was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Saturday, July 18, a resident of Kevin
Road reported that someone entered his
vehicle and removed his GPS valued at
$150.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 7, three juveniles, ages

13, 15 and 16, all from Plainfield, were
arrested after an officer observed them
attempting to steal bicycles from the North
side train station. According to police, the
16-year-old was charged with possession
of a burglary tool and attempted theft, and
the other two juveniles were charged with
attempted theft. All three were processed
and turned over to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, July 7, a 17-year-old juvenile
from Boundbrook, who was a passenger in
a vehicle that was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation on Terrill Road, was ar-
rested for underage possession of alcohol
and underage consumption of alcohol. He
was transported to headquarters, where he
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Wednesday, July 8, Damon Ross, 37, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for out-
standing warrants out of Greenbrook,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Westfield and
Cranford. He was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail for failure to
make bail.

Thursday, July 9, a resident of Helen
Street reported that sometime between
11:55 p.m. on July 7, and 6 a.m. on July 9,
someone entered the residence by cutting
the screen on a ground floor window and
opening the unlocked window to gain en-
trance into the home.

According to police, the suspect re-
moved a purse, cell phone, Blackberry and
a set of keys belonging to a 2005 Subaru.
Once outside, the suspect used the keys to
steal the vehicle. The scene was processed,
and the incident is being investigated by
the detective bureau.

Sunday, July 12, Elamin S. Raheem, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing Bloomfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop in the 300 block of South Av-
enue. He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Sunday, July 12, Rebecca F. Lipke, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with providing police with false informa-
tion, and a 17-year-old juvenile from
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice for throwing a
CDS (controlled dangerous substance)
into the air after officers responded to Elm
Street on a report of suspicious activity.
Lipke was processed and released, and the
juvenile was processed and turned over to
a responsible adult.

Monday, July 13, Jennie M. Correa, 27,
of Newark was arrested for an outstanding
Bellville warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, July 14, a resident of Taul
Road reported that sometime between 8:30
p.m. on July 13, and 7:45 a.m. on July 14,
a 2009 Mercedes was stolen from his drive-
way. According to police, there was no
evidence of a forced entry left at the scene.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 14, a resident came into

headquarters to report that a large, blue
plastic garbage can had been removed
from his residence. According to police,
the garbage can is owned by Midco, and
the serial number is 01006396.

Tuesday, July 14, a resident of Berkeley
Heights reported that while she left her
vehicle parked on Cherry Hill Road, some-
one threw a bottle of beer through the back
window, causing approximately $500
worth of damage. According to police, the
vehicle had only been parked at the loca-
tion for 15 minutes when the damage oc-
curred.

Wednesday, July 15, a resident of Up-
land Road reported that someone threw a
brick through the back window of his
vehicle while it was parked in his drive-
way. According to police, a 40-ounce bottle
of English Malt liquor was also found in
the vehicle.

Thursday, July 16, a resident of Little
Court reported that someone sent him a
harassing letter in response to a letter to the
editor he had submitted to the Star-Led-
ger.

Friday, July 17, a resident reported that
she was concerned about the welfare of her
ex-boyfriend after he told her during a
phone conversation that he had been walk-
ing up and down Summit Road thinking
about her. An officer checked the area and
found the individual to be coherent and in
no apparent danger. According to police,
his mother confirmed to police that her son

had been upset about the breakup but had
lately seemed fine, police said.

Saturday, July 18, Beatrice Wilson, 58,
of Sayreville was picked up at the
Middlesex County Correctional Facility
for an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $724.

Saturday, July 18, Rivera Rashawn, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested for contempt of
court for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $200.

Sunday, July 19, Melvin O.
Olivavalladres, 42, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with driving with a
suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop.

Sunday, July 19, an officer was dis-
patched to a tavern on Mountain Avenue
in regards to a report of terroristic threats.
According to police, a waitress was count-
ing her tips in the kitchen when another
employee told her to count the money at
the bar. The waitress did not appreciate the
employee telling her how to do her job.
The waitress’ boyfriend then threatened
the employee with physical violence, au-
thorities said.

Monday, July 20, the owner of a busi-
ness on Sheffield Street reported that some-
one removed scrap metal from an air con-
ditioning unit that was located on the pre-
mises. According to police, a security tape
of the suspect disassembling the air condi-
tioner unit and driving away in a mini-van
was provided and the incident is under
investigation.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 14, Keith Anderson, 41,

of Plainfield was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department for an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of $500.
He was processed and released.

Tuesday, July 14, Benito Marino, 21, of
New Brunswick was arrested at the New
Brunswick Police Department for two
outstanding Westfield warrants. He was
processed and released.

Tuesday, July 14, Sabin Silva, 25, ad-
dress unknown, was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on West South Av-
enue for possession of the prescription
drug Legend, a CDS. According to po-
lice, a subsequent investigation revealed
she also had a body warrant issued by the
United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Agency (ICE) for an immi-
gration violation. She was processed and
turned over to the ICE.

Wednesday, July 15 Jimmy Smith, Jr.,
27, Newark was arrested at headquarters
for an outstanding warrant out of Spring-
field in the amount of $500. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, July 16, a resident in the 500
block of Arlington Avenue reported that
someone poured an unknown liquid on his
vehicle causing damage to the finish.

Thursday, July 16, Robert W. Carter,
53, of Westfield was arrested in the 200
block of Cacciola Place for outstanding
warrants out of Cranford in the amount of
$948, Garwood in the amount of $553 and
Newark in the amount of $500. According
to police, he was also charged with ob-
struction of justice and held for failure to
post bail in the amount of $1,000.

Thursday, July 16, a resident of East
Broad Street reported that someone stole
$300 from his apartment over a three-day
period.

Thursday, July 16, David M. Gibson,
48, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Rahway
Avenue at Grove Street. He was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Friday, July 17, a resident of South
Avenue reported that while shopping at an
Elm Street grocery store, someone inten-
tionally pushed a cart into her vehicle,
causing damage to the paint.

Friday, July 17, a resident in the 800
block of Cranford Avenue reported that
someone removed approximately $15,000
worth of jewelry from her residence.

Friday, July 17, Alice Gmelin, 54, of
Westfield was arrested for an outstanding
Garwood warrant in the amount of $42.
She was processed and released.

Saturday, July 18, Johhnie Stanley, 51,
of Westfield was arrested for outstanding
warrants out of Woodbridge in the amount
of $1,000, Union Township in the amount
of $1,500 and Springfield in the amount of
$200 after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. He was processed and released.

Saturday, July 18, a resident in the 500
block of Trinity Place reported that some-
one flattened both rear tires of his vehicle.

Saturday, July 18, a resident of Mohican
Drive reported that someone removed and
Ipod Nano, a laptop, $250 in cash and an
antique firearm from his residence.

Saturday, July 18, Beau Lia, 19, of
Fanwood was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Garwood after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, July 18, Rasheeda McNair
Poindexter, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue at Windsor Avenue for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Elizabeth in the amount
of $89. She was processed and released.

Sunday, July 19, Matthew T. Dandrea,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with kidnapping, aggravated assault, pos-
session of a stun gun, possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose, posses-
sion of a CDS of under 50 grams after an
investigation relating to an incident that
occurred on Nomahegan Drive.

Sunday, July 19, a resident in the 500
block of Westfield Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone entered his
residence through forced entry of a base-
ment door. According to police, a wallet
that was left in the kitchen was removed.


