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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON DASHER...At last Thursday’s summer concert at Alan Augustine Village
Green in Scotch Plains, magician Eric Dasher pulled double duty after the live
band set to follow his children’s show cancelled. Mr. Dasher stretched his hour-
long show for an additional hour and entertained the several dozen children and
young-at-heart for with an assortment of tricks and illusions.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROLICKING ON A SUMMER NIGHT...Children of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League engage in a whole
lot of fun at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains after the game last week.

Hyatt Hills Golf Complex
Sale Is ‘Status Quo’

RVSA Grants Raises, Construction
Costs Rise; U.S. Gypsum Closes

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRESIDENT IN NEW JERSEY...President Barack Obama came to the Garden
State Art Center with 17,000 attendees last Thursday in a Democratic Party
campaign stump for the re-election of New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine. See
goleader.com/photos.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINING THE BENCH…Jim Hely of Westfield takes the oath of office for
Superior Court Judge of New Jersey from Union County Assignment Judge
Karen Cassidy. Judge Hely’s daughter, Meghan Hely, an attorney herself, holds
the bible. The ceremony took place at the county courthouse in Elizabeth on
Friday, July 17.

Jim Hely Becomes Newest
Judge on Superior Court

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The commissioners
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) met Thursday night
and approved an 11 percent raise over
three years for union employees. The
board also discussed, in closed execu-
tive session, an issue raised by Clark
Township relating to a large and sud-
den anticipated change in their flows
due to the closure of the U.S. Gypsum
plant, at 1255 Raritan Road in Clark.

The board of commissioners rati-
fied a mediated labor agreement with
the United Steel Workers Local 4-
149. The labor pact is retroactive to
July 1, 2008 and has a three-year
term. It gives the workers a three-
and-a-half percent annual raise. The
authority obtained permission for ran-
dom alcohol and drug tests and em-
ployees now make a contribution to
their health care costs. New retirees

with 25 or more years of service will
now make a 1 per cent contribution to
their health care costs.

In other business, Clark is ques-
tioning the authority’s billing pro-
cess. Charges to member municipali-
ties are based on five-year rolling
average. According to a statement
made by Clark Commissioner Frank
Mazzarella, U.S.G.’s contribution to
the township’s flows had been about
25 percent of the township’s total
flow. Mr. Mazzarella told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Clark
feels the billing method places an
undue burden on them as a result of
the loss of a large industrial user.

The five-year rolling average means
the township and their taxpayers will
face costs from the closed plant for
five years, and Mr. Mazzarella said
the township feels this is unfair. Mr.
Mazzarella left the meeting immedi-
ately after his statement, stating that
the board would likely want to dis-
cuss strategy.

The authority provided in
Thursday’s agenda a history of the

cogeneration and sludge drying fa-
cilities construction and changes
based on the report of the RVSA
construction manager. Notice to pro-
ceed was given on March 10, 2004,
with an original completion date of
December 10, 2005. The newly an-
nounced anticipated completion date
is October 16, 2009, which includes
installation of the two diesel genera-
tors recently added back to the project.
Costs of the cogeneration and sludge
drying facilities have risen from an
original $17.13 million to $24.22
million, an increase of 41 percent,
and are part of the $225 million court-
ordered expansion.

Michael Brinker, RVSA executive
director, told The Times that the Octo-
ber 16 date does not include time for
the possible redesign and construc-
tion of the supports for the exhaust
system. Caterpillar’s commissioning
report discussed last month raised the
possibility that this would need to be
done. Caterpillar is the manufacturer
of the diesel engines for the RVSA’s

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – Following the private ses-
sion of The Hyatt Hills Golf Complex
commission Thursday, chairman Rob-
ert Kobryn said that the commission’s
attorney Dan McCarthy stated in the
session that he has been in contact with
General Motor’s (GM) attorneys and
that the sale of the golf complex’s land
is “status quo.” The lawyers said “it is
going to take a long time” to reach an
agreement of sale, he said.

The commission also received a six-
month report from Arcadis, the envi-
ronmental engineering consulting com-
pany hired by GM to test the groundwa-
ter on the Hyatt Hills Golf Complex,
which is a brownfield redevelopment.

Mr. Kobryn said in the public por-
tion of the meeting that it costs GM
about $150,000 per year for Arcadis’
services. Initially, GM paid about $45
million to cap and fill the land, ac-
cording to the county.

Robert Hoeffler, Hyatt Hills execu-
tive director, said during public ses-
sion his review of the groundwater
analysis showed “levels of the serious
items that are underground are about
the same, they haven’t changed.”

He said the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
will analyze the findings and submit
their feedback in two months.

The report stated a detection of
MTBE was significantly less, at a
concentration of 7.8 micrograms per
liter, than the cleanup criteria of 70
micrograms per liter.

It also reported that some wells
“were not sampled because during
purging, product was observed in the
purge water and on the purging equip-
ment.”The product is oil, according
to Tim Yost, press officer for Motors
Liquidation, who said, “There has
been product in the water there for a
decade if not longer. Steady progress
has been made at getting it out during
that time frame.”

Dan Hollis, the general manager of
the golf course, said “revenue has
been very good” for the month of
July. June he said “was not a good
month because of the weather.” He
said individual golf lessons by the
golf pros were less than last year, “but
not anything significant considering

our largest teaching pro left.”
The audit report on file at the Town-

ship of Cranford shows Hyatt Hills
had net income for the year ended
October 31, 2008, of $573,187, a
considerable increase from 2007,
when the complex had a net loss of
$236,852. The complex had showed
a net loss each year since it opened in
2002, with the exception of 2004
when its net income was $23,856.

When the golf complex was initi-
ated, an agreement was made be-
tween the commission and Cranford
and Clark that Cranford would re-
ceive one third and Clark would re-
ceive two thirds of the positive bal-
ance at the end of each annual finan-
cial period. To date, neither entity has
received any income from the golf
complex. Even though in 2008 over
half a million dollars in profit was
made, Mr. Hoeffler said the towns did
not receive income. He cited salaries
and utility costs during the four
months in winter when the complex
is closed for eating up the remainder
of the money.

A look at the audited income state-
ments show that utilities for 2008
totaled close to $207,000 and payroll
totaled $323,782, and those expenses
are accounted for prior to calculating
net income.

Total revenue in 2008 was
$2,239,598 and slightly higher in 2007
at $2,241,909.

Total revenue increased since 2003
to 2008 by 59.5 percent, and expenses
increased in the same period by 37.9
percent.

According to the 2008 audit, the
Hyatt Hills commission owes GM,
for GM’s expense of building the
complex, a note, with accrued inter-
est, in the amount of $1.7 million,
with an additional liability cost of
$306,227. The note payable was ad-
justed in 2008 when GM agreed to
reduce it by $601,003. This debt is
not taken into account in the expense
column of the audit.

The Hyatt Hills commission is to
begin repaying GM on the note when
net income reaches $100,000. Ten
percent of the total outstanding bal-
ance is to be paid when net income is
between $100,000 and $300,000; 18
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plaiins-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Former six-term
Westfield town councilman Jim Hely
was sworn in on Friday as the newest
member the state Superior Court,
Union County bench, during a cer-
emony at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth.

Mr. Hely, who has been an attorney
for 30 years, was nominated in the
spring of 2008 by Governor Jon
Corzine to fill a vacancy on the Union
County bench. The state Senate Judi-
ciary Committee signed off on the
nomination, at which point Governor
Corzine made the appointment, which
was approved by the full Senate on
July 1.

The new judge served 10 years as a
councilman from Westfield’s fourth
ward. Among his accomplishments
as a councilman was his leadership in
enacting a municipal law requiring
helmets for bicyclists under the age
of 14 to prevent head injuries. The
law has become the basis for similar
laws around the country.

Mr. Hely ran for Congress in 1988,
against veteran Rep. Matthew
Rinaldo (R-Union), a position that
he said, “wasn’t a real coveted posi-
tion” for a Democrat. He had an
unsuccessful run for mayor of
Westfield in 1984.

Mr. Hely told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he considered
his judicial appointment “a great
honor,” and he hopes his experience
as an attorney would make him a
“humble and good judge.”

He took his oath from Assignment
Judge for Union County, Karen
Cassidy of Cranford. Mr. Hely’s legal

colleagues, current and former elected
officials of both major political par-
ties, as well as family and friends,
witnessed the ceremony. He is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School,
Gettysburg College and Rutgers Law
School.

All three State Senators from Union
County, Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), a Republican who serves
as Senate minority leader, and Demo-
crats, Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth) and Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), both of whom are attorneys
and serve on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, attended.

Mr. Scutari described the approval
process for Mr. Hely before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee as “a breeze,”
based on the attorney’s extensive
résumé. In fact, the senator said he
would call Mr. Hely to discuss his
strategy in an upcoming trial.

“He (Mr. Hely) is the true defini-
tion of what a public servant is,” Mr.
Scutari said.

“He is such a committed and moti-
vated individual,” adding that Mr.
Hely is “the right candidate (for Su-
perior Court judge) at the right time
for Union County.”

Mr. Kean said the judicial system,
is the “closest interaction the citizens
have with any form of government.”
He told the nearly 30 judges that sit
on the county bench that they are
“getting an incredible colleague.”

Citing Mr. Hely’s work in his com-
munity, Mr. Lesniak added that Mr.
Hely’s “commitment to justice does
not end at the courtroom steps.”

Judge Cassidy, who assumed the
assignment judge leadership post ear-
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Scutari, Stender Push for
Use of ‘Safer’ Chemicals
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LINDEN — During a press confer-
ence at a Linden railroad yard on
Monday, District 22 representatives
Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-Linden)
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-Fanwood) spoke of the need for
companies to utilize alternative tech-
nologies to limit the volume of poten-
tially dangerous chemicals trans-
ported via rail.

“While we may never be able to
completely eliminate the transporta-
tion of hazardous chemicals, we must
do everything we can to limit the
abundance of hazardous chemicals in
our rail yards,” Mrs. Stender said.

Noting the “significant abundance
of rail lines” and dense population in
Union, Essex and Hudson counties,
as well as what she said is the vulner-
ability of the rail transit system, Mrs.
Stender said ACR-239 would urge

companies and government agencies
to utilize inherently safer technolo-
gies when they are accessible.

“What we’re trying to do with this
resolution is create a higher aware-
ness and urge the state, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and the governor’s office to
take the next step in adopting safer
technologies throughout the state,”
Mrs. Stender said.

As an example, Mrs. Stender spoke
of the potential danger posed by ship-
ments of chlorine, which, among other
uses, is employed in water treatment.
According to Mrs. Stender, more than
1,100 shipments of chlorine travel
through New Jersey’s rail system per
year. Citing statistics from the U.S.
Naval Laboratories, she said one rail-
car carrying chlorine has the poten-
tial to “cause more than 100,000
deaths or serious injuries” if it were

Scotch Plains Council Acts
On Storm Sewers, Adjusts SID

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During its
45-minute meeting, the Scotch Plains
council introduced two environmen-
tal-oriented ordinances. The first, ac-
cording to Councilwoman Mary
DePaola, would bring the township
into compliance with state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) regulations to prevent the dis-
charge of solids into municipal storm
sewers. The second ordinance, she
said, establishes requirements for the
proper handling of dumpsters and
other refuse containers. Both ordi-
nances will be voted on after public
hearings on Tuesday, August 11.

The council also voted to waive the

Special Improvement District (SID)
assessments for property located at
Block 1801, Lots 6 and 7. Council-
man Kevin Glover said the governing
body was “correcting a technical de-
fect” in the SID assessment plan.

The council awarded a $26,635
contract to National Fence Systems
of Avenel to install fencing at the
southside field, Green Forest Park,
the field at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools and a pub-
lic works facility.

Township Manager Christopher
Marion, at his first meeting since
assuming his new position late last
month, said 1,602 permits had been
sold for the township’s bulk waste
pick-up in June versus 1,635 last year.

Two major road projects are also un-
derway, he said. The Sycamore Av-
enue reconstruction, which began in
early June, is set for completion by
mid to late August, while the Morse
Avenue improvements got underway
two weeks ago.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
on Tuesday night that, due to feed-
back received from parents, enroll-
ment in the recreation department’s
summer camp program has increased
five-fold from the initial registration
period.

Mr. Strauss said summer camp reg-
istrations had been low after sign-ups
began in early May, with the sour
economic climate believed to be the
primary reason. In recent weeks, he
said, the recreation department has
contacted parents of campers and
found that, along with “some other
bugs” in the program, the increased
fees this year had provided “some
disincentive” for some families.

Fees were then adjusted, Mr.
Strauss said, and enrollment has
climbed from 25 to 125. “The feed-
back was great,” he said, adding that
the camp has turned into “quite a
success.”

At the beginning of the meeting,
the council honored Joan Iuliano and
May Baker, both of whom recently
retired from the Scotch Plains Li-
brary after 28 and 25 years of service,
respectively. Mayor Malool presented
them with plaques of appreciation
and thanked them for their years of
service to the township.

Library Director Meg Kolaya ex-
tended her “greatest wishes” to Mrs.
Iuliano and Mrs. Baker while library
Board of Trustees President Joseph
Duff said the two ladies “personify
what our staff is.”

Mayor Nancy Malool appointed
Lisa Schiller to the advisory board
for Scotch Plains Television and
Joanne Guarnuccio to the library
board of trustees.

The council also granted a special
use permit to Portusa BBQ to place
three tables and up to 12 chairs on the
sidewalk outside its recently opened
premises at 503 Park Avenue.


