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Babooshka Bombards D&K
In UC Seniors Softball, 21-11
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St. Matthew Prevails, Passes
Up Scrappy St. Joseph, 10-8
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click Archives

July 15, 2004: With 11-1 Hunter
Avenue firmly entrenched as the No.

1 seed for the upcoming playoffs in
the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball As-
sociation, Shady Lane seized a cru-
cial, 9-2, victory over Midway at For-
est Road Park to gain a tie with Watson
Avenue in its quest for the second
seed. Pitcher Hal “Wild Thing”
Breuninger was anything but wild as
he scattered eight hits, while walking
two and hitting one batter. Breuninger
also went 3-for-3 with two doubles, a
triple and four RBI, while scoring
once. Kevin Flipski tripled, singled
and scored twice.

July 16, 2003: Elm Street Café
secured the fourth seed in the upcom-
ing Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division playoffs by nip-
ping Jade Isle, 9-8, at Brookside Park.
The Café men got a key two-run
homer in the bottom of the seventh
inning from Bob Chez and consistent
hitting from pitcher Bill Scott, who
went 4-for-4 and scored three runs.

July 13, 2002: The Westfield White
13-year-old traveling baseball team
claimed Westfield bragging rights,
by defeating Westfield Blue, 15-5.
Pitcher Pat Gessner allowed just one
run on three hits in five innings. Dan
Melillo led the offensive barrage with
four RBI. Kevin O’Rourke collected
four singles and a double.

July 12, 2001: The “James Gang”
took advantage of the St. Blaisers’
spectacular blunders in the bottom of
the sixth, scoring 10 runs, then held
off a final-inning rally to steal a 12-9
victory at Forest Road Park. “Gang”
leader Jim Hoelzel hacked a grand
slam homer in that sixth inning to
bring home what proved to be the
winning run.

July 12, 2000: The sky was not
falling but the Sun Tavern showered
Charlie Brown’s with a plethora of
eight home runs and amassed a 21-11
victory in Scotch Plains Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field.
Sun men Curtis Gilmore and Mark
Nies hammered three monumental
home runs each to shadow the skies
over the Charlie Brown’s fielders.
Dave Legg and Tom Penninpede each
bashed the ball out of the park.

July 15, 1999: John Robinson was
an offensive terror, going 4-for-4 and
scoring two runs, as he helped lead A.
J. Jersey to a 9-4 victory over Chaos
in a Westfield Men’s Softball League
game on the newly dragged fields at
Tamaques Park. Shortstop Jerry
Lipshitz kept Chaos in a dazed state
with his dazzling defense.

sac fly, while Bob Lorenz (run scored)
and Phil Spinelli each singled.

Why the name Babooshka? “It’s
actually a real place. It’s not a mysti-
cal name,” commented Babooshka
veteran Gibbons.

There was nothing mystical about
Babooshka’s hitting in the top of the
first inning as the Brigade plated five
runs on six hits, highlighted by back-
to-back RBI triples from Massimino
and Tony Williams. D&K answered
with a pair of runs then, after holding
Babooshka scoreless in the second,
D&K cheerleader Melber shouted,
“Way to play defense!”

After D’Arcy drilled a two-out
double and Barone singled, Melber
added, “Dennis! Stay hot! Another
line drive!”

(Dennis) Wilkins hopped an RBI
single to make the score 5-3.

As Babooshka came to bat in the
third, Gibbons said, “Let’s think about
our hitting.”

They did somewhat when Semple
lofted an RBI sac fly and Gibbons
tapped an RBI single to put Babooshka
in front, 7-3, but D&K plated three

runs on four hits to tighten the score to
7-6. Babooska’s offense drew a blank
in the fourth but D&K scored four to
grab a 10-7 lead. After Billotti thumped
his three-run triple and DiBellis fol-
lowed with an RBI sac fly, Gibbons,
who was also the pitcher, pleaded,
“Stay with me guys! Stay with me!”

Assisted by Straniero’s suggestion
of, “Hit it hard! Everybody hit it
hard,” Gibbon’s plea worked as the
Babooshka bats battered the outfield
with eight runs on nine hits to retake
the lead, 15-10. After a full inning of
silence, D&K came to bat in the sixth.
When Gibbons walked Barone, a con-
cerned Tony Williams, the shortstop,
mumbled, “Are we going to get some
action in the bullpen?” Gibbons got
tough and no runs were scored.

Demonstrating the attitude of a true
top-notched team, Babooshka un-
leashed a six-run, eight-hit barrage,
including Tony William’s two-run
triple, in the seventh to command a
21-10 lead. D&K plated their final
run on Volpe’s RBI single.
Babooshka 502 080 6 21
D&K Associates 213 400 1 11
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Fleischman lashed his two-run triple
to left and scored on Radice’s sharp
single to center.

“Let’s match that,” hollered Perfilio
as St. Joe was very much alive and
things were evened in the bottom of
the inning. Leadoff man Joe Negley
spanked a double to center and scored
on Ulichny’s single. Matt Betau
worked a walk, while Patrylo and
Chemidlin each followed with RBI
singles. With the pods full of Joes,
Straniero made a fabulous shoelace
snag at third for a double play, then
grabbed a grounder on the run for a
force out play.

The Matt men plated five in the third
to grab an 8-3 lead. Balestriere and
Alvarez singled, Fleischman tapped
an RBI single and Radice clubbed a
two-run single to short center. Bob
Cihanowyz and Dan Margolis fol-
lowed with chopping singles and
Hercel zipped a two-run single to right.
The void in the Joe’s bats continued
but St. Matthew added one more run
on Radice’s single in the fourth. After
Straneiro clouted the sky with a triple,
Matt guns were silenced when Corey
Woodring, patrolling right, gunned him
down with a perfect throw to Dean
Talcott at the plate.

After Betau hollered, “If we get by

the weak top of the order, we’ll be
okay,” the Joe’s managed just one run
in the fourth on Chemidlin’s single.

The Joes got competitive in the
sixth. Negley rapped a leadoff single
and scored on Ulichny’s single. Betau
singled then Patrylo and Chemidlin
each lashed RBI singles, narrowing
the score to 9-7. The Matts scored
once in the seventh when Alvarez
singled and Fleischman tagged an
RBI single then Joe third baseman
Ken Blaes made a fine putout.

The pumped-up Chemidlin with a
“Come on guys! Use the hammer,”
was thrilled when Litterio tapped a
leadoff single, sprinted to third on
Luongo’s single and scored on
Perfillio’s sizzler to right. Finally, in
what was perhaps the most intense
moment of the game, Balestriere si-
lenced the Joes with two outstanding
grabs at shortstop.

“They got on top of us with a few
more hits and they put it together
early. We didn’t get the long ball,
however, I don’t know if they got
anything over anybody’s head either.
It was pretty much singles and get the
base when you can,” said team cap-
tain Talcott.
St. Matthew 305 100 1 10
St. Joseph 300 103 1 8

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
START OF A FINE PLAY…St. Joe’s Walt Patrylo gets the ball in time to nail the
runner heading to first. Patrylo also went 3-for-3 at the plate.
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 10:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Aloysius 9 2 .818
St. Matthew 6 5 .545
St. Stephen 4 6 .400
St. Patrick 3 5 .375
St. Anthony 2 6 .250

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. David 8 2 .800
St. Luke 6 4 .600
St. Anne 4 5 .444
St. Joseph 4 6 .400
St. Jude 4 7 .364

St. Matthew 11, St. Anthony 10
Rick Wustefeld (4 RBI) tapped a

walk-off winning RBI. Lou Balistriere
went 3-for-4 with three runs scored.
Anthonys Paul Bifani, Craig
Burfeindt and Kevin Callahan each
went 3-for-4.
St. David 12, St. Joseph 8

Captain Dave Rothenberg glowed
on the mound. Art Hobble (3-for-3)
and Scottie Smith (3-for-4) led David.
Joe men Walt Patrylo, Tom Litterio
and Charlie Baier each went 3-for-3.
St. Patrick 7, St. Luke 1

Luke’s Jim Killeen cracked a fifth-
inning homer. Jack Kennedy tied the
game in the bottom of the seventh.
Jerry Riepe and Kevin Marron led the
Pats offensively.
St. Aloysius 14, St. Anne 11

Annes Joe Tilocca and Bill Brown
each went 3-for-3. Als Marty Garcia
and Nate Mangiris each went 4-for-5,
while Milk Monroy whacked two
homers and had six RBI.
St. Luke 9, St. Jude 8

St. Anthony 8, St. Joseph 7
Joe’s Tom Litterio went 3-for-3 and

Anthony’s Chris Paterek went 3-for-
3 with three runs scored.
St. Anne 28, St. Patrick 6

Every member of St. Anne had, at
least, three hits. Ron Labin went 5-
for-5 with eight RBI.
St. Stephen 7, St. Aloysius 3

Howard Bialos pitched a gem. Joe
DeRosa and Robert Camisa each went
3-for-3.
St. David 11, St. Matthew 7

St. David’s Nash Warfield broke a
thumb during a diving attempt for a
pop-up.
St. David 15, St. Aloysius 7

The Davids scored eight in the first
inning. Stevie Ferro and Nate
Mangiris each went 3-for-3. Marty
Bernstein (3-for-4) and Jeff Fried-
lander (5 RBI) led St. David.
St. Matthew, 10 St. Joseph 8

Tony Radice led St. Matthew on
the mound and was 4-for-4 with four
RBI. Larry Fleischman had four RBI.
St. Joes Negley, Ulichny, Matt Betau,
Patrylo and Chemidlin went a com-
bined 13-for-15 in a losing effort.
St. Luke 16, St. Anthony 5

St. Luke took it easy on the under-
manned Anthony.
St. Patrick 17, St. Jude 8

Judes Jason Fiore and Bruce Evans
each homered. Kevin Spellman (4-
for-5, 3 HRs, 8 RBI), Gary Cardinale
(3-for-4) and Frank De Faria (4 for 4)
led the Pats.
St. Anne 8, St. Stephen 5

WF’s Brandon Heroux Gets
CAA ‘Rookie of the Year’

RICHMOND, VA – William and
Mary (W&M) University freshman
Brandon Heroux of Westfield, capped
his rookie season by being named
“Rookie of the Year” by the Colonial
Athletic Association (CAA). Heroux
is the fourth W&M athlete to be named
Rookie of the Year, and the first since
Christo Landry (Falls Church, Va.)
capped a string of three-straight
awards for the Tribe in 2005.

Heroux is the third thrower ever in
the CAA to be named Rookie of the
Year. Heroux stepped into the school
and conference record books at the
CAA Championships by unleashing
a massive javelin throw of 227’5”,
breaking the school record by nearly
four feet and the conference record
by 20’11”. The throw ranked 17th in
all of the NCAA this year and third
best in the nation among athletes 19
and younger. After taking seventh at
the NCAA East Regional, Heroux
was the first at-large athlete selected
to the NCAA Championships, and

placed 19th in the preliminary round
at nationals.

He was the first men’s field athlete to
compete at the NCAA outdoor cham-
pionships since 1975, and just the third
javelin thrower. Heroux’s 19th place
and his throw of 208’7” are W&M
records for the NCAA Championships.

Scotch Plains Softball
League Standings:
MONDAY NIGHT DIVISION:

TEAM W L
Val Decorators 14   4
Sofa Kings 11   6
Hocus Pokus 10   7
TJ’s   9   8
DJ’s Limo   4 13
Neighborhood Painting   2 15

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 15   2
Investors Savings 14   3
Defcon Sauces 12   5
Trinity Electric   6 11
Caffrey Tree Service   4 13
Shapiro’s   2 15
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See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

A sweeping front lawn, natural wood trim, box beam ceil-
ings & archways fill this distinguished Westfield home with 
an innate beauty. There is a new (2008) state-of-the-art 
kitchen with butler’s pantry & two new baths. Other fea-
tures include a family room, exquisite formal rooms and 
rec room. The 1.43 acres of well-manicured property 
boasts an in-ground pool & magnificent landscaping. Pre-
sented for $1,395,000. 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Woven into Westfield’s history and remaining faithful to 
it’s heritage, this circa 1800s vintage Colonial glows with 
classic antique charm mingled with modern amenities. 
Highlights include a guesthouse, historically designated 
well house, hand-hewn beams, two fireplaces, abundant 
natural woodwork, spacious family room, updated kitchen, 
1st floor laundry, 1.47 acres of property  & a prestigious 
location. Price Upon Request 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


