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Westfield Garners AAA Rating
From Standard and Poor’s

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Earlier this month,
the Town of Westfield was involved in
a re-financing transaction in which $8.2
million of existing short-term debt was
converted into longer-term General
Obligation bonds. As a prelude to this
public sale, Standard and Poor’s (S &

P) has assigned its highest credit rating,
AAA, to the town.

“There is no way to overstate the
importance of receiving a AAA rating
from Standard and Poor’s for our mu-
nicipal debt,” Westfield Finance Policy
Chairman Sal Caruana said last Tues-
day night. “For those of us in the world
of finance, it is like a New York Times
four-star rating to a restaurateur or a
five-star Mobil rating to a hotel. It is the
highest award from an organization
considered to be the gold standard, and
there are multiple benefits and implica-
tions for our community.”

According to Mr. Caruana, “from a
practical point of view,” earning such a
rating will save the town thousands of
dollars in financing costs. At the next
public meeting, the town will discuss
how the “significant” cost savings un-
der the new credit rating compares to
what the town’s refinancing costs might
have been under the old rating, AA- by
Moody’s.

Also ranked highly, Scotch Plains
received Moody’s Aaa rating, consid-
ered the best quality, in 2006 during its

last bond sale. S & P assigned its AAA
rating to Summit’s series 2008 general
and school refunding bonds, totaling
$9.8 million, and affirmed its AAA
rating on the city’s outstanding GO
bonds.

According to S &P, Summit’s stable
outlook “reflects the city’s position as
an economic hub of the region in addi-
tion to its access to the New York City
labor market. Furthermore, the outlook
is based on the continued strength of
the city’s financial position and the
expectation that it will be able to main-
tain its manageable debt burden.”

While bond ratings for municipali-
ties such as Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Summit are considered “best qual-
ity,” some Union County towns see
“upper medium” marks. Bonds in the
upper medium category are assigned
“1,” “2” or “3” by Moody’s based on
the strength of the issue within each
category. Accordingly, “A1” would be
the strongest group of A securities, and
“A3” would be the weakest A securi-
ties.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOING, GOING…Hyatt Hills Complex in Cranford and Clark is one of General
Motors’ assets that was sold off to the bankruptcy corporation Motors Liquida-
tion, which will sell the land to pay creditors.

GM Prepares to Sell Hyatt
Hills as Part of Liquidation

SP Dem. Chair Sues Mayor;
Fights Budget, Sewer Utility

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alleging that
the township council had conducted
its municipal budget deliberations
mostly in secret, township Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Dick Samuel
filed a complaint last week in state
Superior Court that requested that the
ordinance creating a sewer utility as
well as the 2009 township budget be
voided and that Mayor Nancy Malool
be declared disqualified from hold-
ing the mayor’s office.

In his 10-page complaint filed on
July 6, Mr. Samuel, who attends most
council sessions and at times this
spring protested when the governing
body adjourned into closed executive
session, claimed that much of the
council’s deliberations on the budget
and the establishment of the sewer
utility were held behind closed doors
under the guise of discussions re-
garding personnel matters and lay-
offs of township employees.

“For the last six months,” Mr.
Samuel told The Westfield Leader this
week, “a situation has arisen where
the mayor and council have been act-
ing mostly in secret” in violation of
the Open Public Meetings Act. “We’re
a government of laws and ought to be
following the statute. People have a
right to know what’s going on.”

Mayor Malool told The Leader that
Mr. Samuel “is doing nothing more
than wasting taxpayers’ money so

that we can defend a frivolous and
baseless lawsuit.”

In his filing, Mr. Samuel said that
in March he had sent a e-mail to
Township Attorney Brian Levine say-
ing he was “disturbed that the budget
discussions are being held in closed
session.” A month later, Mr. Samuel
had an e-mail exchange with Mayor
Malool in which she informed him
that the council “has discussed the
budget in closed session in the con-
text of personnel issues, i.e., layoffs.”

The mayor also said the budget had
been discussed “because you can’t
have a discussion about the layoffs
without talking about the budget.
There are no cover-ups here,” she
added, telling Mr. Samuel that “ev-
erything will be discussed openly.”

Mr. Samuel called the council’s
pattern of conduct “sufficient to lead
one to believe that other illegal dis-
cussions were held and other illegal
decisions were made.”

He also accused the mayor of
wrongly attempting to influence and
pressure former township manager
Michael Capabianco “in one or more
of his official duties” during the Feb-
ruary 18 meeting at which Mr.
Capabianco resigned. Mr. Samuel also
wrote in his complaint that the two
township employees named to tem-
porarily act as co-managers were “co-
managers in name only” because Mrs.
Malool “appropriated to herself the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – Hyatt Hills Golf Com-
plex contracted employees and com-
mission members are left wondering
what will happen to the course after
General Motors (GM) Corporation
transferred the asset to Motors Liqui-
dations to sell off the land as it seeks
to pay off creditors.

GM had turned the 87-acre property
from a manufacturing plant to a
brownfield redevelopment site used as
a golf course, mini-golf course, driv-
ing range and restaurant. It opened in
2002, and GM signed a 25-year lease
to a recreation commission made up of
seven, town-appointed, volunteer
Cranford and Clark townspeople, in-
cluding Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso.
To date, the commission has not heard
from GM, nor has GM returned phone
calls to the commission inquiring about
the news of the sale.

Use of the property comes into
play in attracting potential buyers.

The manufacturing plant, which ini-
tially produced hard rubber for steer-
ing wheels and handles and later pro-
duced roller bearings, that formerly
was on the site has caused soil con-
tamination, such as from petroleum,
solvents, arsenic, PCBs and inorganic
contaminants of metals. The estimated
cost to remove the soil would have
run the company a reported $200
million.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP), the soil was never re-
moved from the site, but GM had
relocated soil to a designated area
within the property and capped it and
layered it with clean soil, on which
the golf course was built.

This is normal procedure in these
instances, according to NJDEP
spokesman Larry Hajna. He said the
agency did not have documentation
of a plastic liner used as a cap. Clay
can also be used as a cap over the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
PACKED AGAINST LAND SALE...More than 200 residents packed the munici-
pal building in New Providence on Monday to express their concerns over turning
over town property to Union County for open space development.

Rahway Ave. Railway Quiet Zone
To Be Implemented in September

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The quality of life
for many southside residents of
Westfield, along with pockets of
people in Clark and Scotch Plains,
may improve this fall.

Last August, Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky formally signed an agree-
ment between Consolidated Rail Cor-
poration (Conrail) and the town, au-
thorizing Conrail to perform the work
necessary to establish a quiet zone at
the Rahway Avenue railway grade
crossing.

Last week, the Westfield Council
earmarked $50,000 to Conrail, which

said it is ready to install the necessary
equipment at the crossing. The quiet
zone would ultimately mitigate the
effect of train whistle noise in the
area.

Effective June 2005, the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) re-
quired that locomotive horns be
sounded at all public grade crossings
15 to 20 seconds before entering a
crossing. A pattern for blowing the
horn would then last until the train
clears the crossing.

However, new rules also provided
the framework for towns to establish
“quiet zones,” in which the horn use
is either curtailed during nighttime

hours or for 24 hours. Quiet zones
can be formed provided that certain
safety measures are in place and the
crossing’s accident rate meets FRA
standards.

Westfield is seeking to create the
first 24-hour quiet zone in the state
after the aforementioned ruling.

In a quiet zone, though an engineer
is relieved of any obligation to sound
the horn, he or she is permitted to use
his or her discretion if an animal or
person is in danger.

Conrail, which owns, operates and
maintains the line, must install con-
stant-warning time devices and
power-out indicators to meet the
safety requirements established un-
der the FRA rules.

The warning device adjusts for the
speed of a train and causes the gates
to close when the train is a certain
time away from the crossing. The
indicators tell the engineers that the
gates and bells are not working and
that they should blow the horns.

In accordance with the last steps of
establishing a quiet zone, Westfield
will conduct traffic and train counts.
Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
council’s Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee, said the
equipment installation should be fin-
ished by August, and that by Septem-
ber, the quiet zone will be fully estab-
lished.

“It’s going to be a substantial im-
provement in the quality of life for
residents in the area,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said. Making the $50,000 payment to
Conrail for installation of the neces-
sary equipment is a “significant step
to pushing the ball over the line,” he
said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Hears Roadwork,
RVSA, Fireman Questions

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Construction was
the dominant topic at Tuesday’s meet-
ing of the Garwood Borough Council
as residents questioned the govern-
ing body regarding roadwork and
building projects in the borough.

During the workshop portion of
the meeting, Second Avenue resident
Karl Eid expressed a complaint re-
garding both the pace and inconve-
nience associated with construction
on his street. Mr. Eid said he has not
had access to his driveway for nearly
a week and that as a result his wife has
been forced to walk through the con-
struction to get to their house. He also
said he was not notified of the pend-
ing work until he received a letter
tucked into his door the day before
construction commenced.

“I’m wondering if there’s any in-
formation about when this is going to
get done,” Mr. Eid said. “At the pace
they are going, I’m really concerned.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said Bor-
ough Engineer Don Guarriello typi-
cally inspects the progress of road-
work, however Mr. Guarriello was
not in attendance at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. The contract calls for the work to
be completed prior to the start of
school and Mayor McCarthy said the
borough would contact Crossroads
Construction, the company contracted
for the work. The council said it will
also investigate and address prob-
lems associated with notifying resi-
dents of construction.

Later, questions from residents
Karen Resetar related to zoning ordi-
nance compliance and Catherine
Madera regarding issues with gas lines
were referred to the planning board
and the Public Service Electric & Gas

(PSE&G), respectively.
Residents Anne Leonard and Bruce

Paterson called on the governing body
to reexamine the 90-day suspension
of volunteer firefighter Allan Tweedle.
The suspension was approved on June
23 following closed-door hearings,
which took place at both the May 26
and June 9 council meetings. Mr.
Paterson said he believed the length
was excessive and the council should
move to lower it.

“Something is not right with that
sentence and I think you should re-
mand it, knock it down to 30 days,”
Mr. Paterson said. “Have the Chief
prove why it should be 90 days.”

Responding to the comments, Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud said
governing body “did not go out and
seek” to hear the complaint, but rather
were required to under borough ordi-
nances. He also said the party in-
volved was sent a notice and had the
option of holding the hearing in pub-
lic. Mr. Renaud said since the hearing
was held in private, only Mayor
McCarthy and the council have heard
all of the evidence.

“The mayor and council are obli-
gated to hear it and only the mayor
and council heard it by a decision that
the person involved chose,” Mr.
Renaud said.

Mr. Paterson also used the public
portion of the meeting to criticize the
actions of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA). Referencing
an article from the July 2 edition of
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Paterson
said RVSA Manager of Regulatory
Compliance, Anthony Gencarelli, had
called a plan to hire a third engineer at
the authority “excessive.” Mr. Pater-
son said he had criticized Garwood’s

Mayor Casts Tie-Breaking
Vote to Sell Park to County

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW PROVIDENCE — On Mon-
day night the New Providence Bor-
ough Council voted 4-3 to sell
Oakwood Park and the River Walk-
way property to Union County for
one dollar in exchange for the county
to build an estimated $3.5-million
sports complex that would include
two football/soccer fields, two base-
ball diamonds, a 50-car parking area,
relocation of a playground and two
new field house/concession areas.

The council had, over the past sev-
eral months, drafted a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the
borough and the county to set forth the
terms of the sale of the land and future
usage of the facilities. In the MOU, the
county “agrees to allow priority of
(New Providence’s) scheduling as
much as possible” and states that the
borough will not be charged any usage
fees. Any other entity wishing to use
the facility, such as the New Provi-
dence Police Athletic League (PAL),
will be charged a fee, which the county
will retain. If the county does not
fulfill its end of the agreement, the
borough will be permitted to reacquire
only the 15.61-acre Oakwood Park
portion of the land, while the 13.79-
acre River Walkway will remain with
the county forever.

Almost all of the residents who
spoke at Monday’s meeting agreed
that improvements need to be made
to Oakwood Park, which currently
has drainage problems and playing
fields in poor condition, but many
spoke against the sale of the property
to the county due to concerns about
land control, maintenance and future

usage. Several residents also re-
quested that Mayor John Thoms and
the borough council allow the resi-
dents to vote on this issue via a non-
binding referendum on the Novem-
ber election ballot.

The League of Women Voters pre-
sented a survey to the council of 204
residents. The survey showed that 16
percent were for the proposal, 38
percent against, 19 percent undecided
and 27 percent were either unaware
of the proposal or “did not care.”

Resident Brian Flanagan called the
MOU an “insult” and accused mem-
bers of the council of being “dismiss-
ive and outright rude” to residents.
He said that, as an attorney, if he had
drawn up the MOU, “my client would
fire me.”

Joan McCullough urged the coun-
cil to vote “yes” on the MOU, saying
that in its current condition,
“Oakwood Park is virtually useless”
and that the county should pay for the
improvements.

Bill Hart suggested that the town
pay for the improvements itself, as
interest rates are currently low. He
also suggested that the council should
allow the issue to be voted on by the
residents, saying there is a “differ-
ence between what you have a right to
do, and the right thing to do.”

Council President Julia
MacDermott and Councilmen
Michael Gennaro and Armand
Galluccio voted in favor of the MOU,
with Councilmen J. Brooke Hern,
Vincas Vyaz and James Cucco voting
against the agreement. The mayor
cast the tie-breaking “yes” vote to
pass the measure.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HITTING A HIGH NOTE…Nicole Hart performs in front of the Westfield train station Tuesday night at the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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POLICE BLOTTER

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BELLY DANCING...During the Cranford Cruiser Night last Thursday, Ayla Meyer,
front left, Diana Ramirez, back left, Sharen Sutera, center, and Laura Walsh, show
off their SharQuibelly dance workout technique.

Fanwood and Cranford were last
rated A1; two of Cranford’s neigh-
bors, Roselle and Garwood, maintain
A3 ratings. Obligations rated A are
subject to low credit risk but “have
elements present that suggest a sus-
ceptibility to impairment over the long
term.”

Since credit ratings are, partially,
based on how often a municipality
goes out to the bond market, smaller
entities usually have lower scores, ac-
cording to Moody’s.

The county seat in Elizabeth, New
Jersey’s fourth largest city, earned an
A3 rating from Moody’s last year.
William Reyes, public information
spokesman for Elizabeth, said the rat-
ing was “pretty high for a large urban
city.”

S & P assigned AAA/ stable ratings
to Westfield’s $8.2 million in general
improvement bonds and $3 million in
swimming pool utility general obliga-
tion (GO) bonds.

According to S & P’s report, the
rating reflects the town’s “affluent,
mature residential community with a
vibrant downtown; modest, continued
growth in an already-sizable property
tax base that has no taxpayer concen-
tration; solid financial position,
coupled with good reserves; and a low
debt burden with limited additional
capital needs.”

The report touted the success of
downtown Westfield. It noted that oc-
cupancy rates, which have been as
high as 99 percent in the past, under
the economic downturn, have “mod-
estly declined to 94 percent.”

It also rated Westfield highly for its
“ample metered parking area that pro-
vides the town with an additional rev-
enue source.” Town unemployment,
which has been historically well be-
low county, state and national rates,
“spiked” to 5.5 percent in May 2009;
2008 unemployment was 3.2 percent
and remains “below all comparable
levels.”

The report found that the property
tax base has seen “modest, yet consis-
tent, growth” over the past several
years. Assessed value has increased
by 3.4 percent since fiscal year 2004 to
$1.896 billion in fiscal year 2009, or a
comparable $7.78 billion in market
value.

“This equates to what we consider
an extremely strong per-capita market
value of $257,683,” the report says.

Despite the downturn in the housing
market, according to the report, home
sales have declined, “but values have
not diminished.” It finds that wealth
and income indicators are “very
strong.”

Speaking with Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, Mr. Caruana and Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, among others, S & P
said, “Fiscal [year] 2009 is on track
with budgeted levels, and officials are
projecting a break-even year. Man-
agement had indicated it intends to
rebuild its fund balance again by in-
creasing certain fines and fees, and
continuing ongoing expenditure cuts.
Furthermore, the town has access to
additional reserves, if necessary.”

The town closed fiscal year 2008

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Financial Rating of
Area Towns, County

powers of the manger [sic].”
Mayor Malool told The Leader that it

was Mr. Capabianco’s choice to leave.
“I had nothing to do with it,” she

said. She also said Mr. Samuel “wasn’t
in the [February 18] meeting and has
no idea what went on.” She said the
four-month period between Mr.
Capabianco’s exit and the hiring of a
successor “was a very difficult time,
but we all pulled together and man-
aged to get through it fine.”

“I didn’t make any decisions by
myself,” she added.

Mr. Levine called Mr. Samuel’s
complaint “frivolous, baseless and
procedurally and substantively de-
fective.” He told The Leader he plans
to send Mr. Samuel a letter identify-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CUSTOMIZED CRUISER...Lou Strano of Linden and former Westfield busi-
nessman shows off his customized 1978 M.G.B. at Cranford’s Cruiser Night last
Thursday. With the help of his 16-year-old granddaughter, Shane Strano of
Westfield, he was able to restore and custom build this classic car. Town and area
residents perused the some 200 cars on display in the downtown, which included
classics and newer cars. Music was played over a loudspeaker, and dance
demonstrations also took to the street.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Lawsuit

contaminated soil.
The property’s groundwater is moni-

tored regularly, as is required by the
state, and the NJDEP gets a yearly
report, which had “not found any docu-
mentation that the cap was damaged,”
Mr. Hajna said.

The NJDEP had only approved the
site for its current operation, and it is
not approved for residential use. “Any
future use would have to be re-evalu-
ated” by the NJDEP, Mr. Hajna said.

Now, ownership of the property is in
the hands of Motors Liquidations com-
pany, which is the successor company
for GM. This shell company acts as the
seller for properties GM did not want to
keep and Motors Liquidation will sell
as part of the bankruptcy process to pay
off outstanding debt.

Tom Wilkinson, a spokesperson for
GM, said he does not know who is
interested in purchasing the land, who,
if anyone, was approached or what lies
ahead for the parcel.

“It takes a couple of years to wind
down,” said Mr. Wilkinson of the assets
that will be sold through the bank-
ruptcy courts.

Since Union County razed Oak Ridge
Golf Course and turned it into a park,
Hyatt Hills is the only remaining public
course in Clark.

“It’s important to have golf in com-
munities,” said Dan Hollis, general
manager at Hyatt Hills.

Since Oak Ridge closed, Hyatt Hills
has seen a rise in sales over last sum-
mer, even with this year’s rainfall and
the recession, Mr. Hollis said.

Mr. Hollis stated that golfers have
remarked to him that they come to
Hyatt Hills because of Oak Ridge’s
demise.

John Barrett of Cranford has been
coming to the nine-hole course since it
opened. “I play at least twice a week. I
enjoy it very much. It is the best public
course in the state or this part of the
country. It is very well maintained, and
it has a good staff here. If they have to
close, it would be terrible.”

He pays the annual township resi-
dent rate of $35 for an ID card and
receives a discount on the daily fee
every time he plays. For ID cardholders,
a weekday nine-hole play costs $18
and $15 for seniors and young people.
Mr. Barrett said with the discount, he
pays $5 on a weekday.

A county spokesman had no com-
ment when asked if the county would
have an interest in buying the course.

As far as income and profit margins,
the GM spokesperson had no idea and
said it was too small of a business to ask
someone to look up the income state-
ments, and several calls to Clark and
Cranford officials were not returned.

The tax deal laid out eight years ago
is that GM pays taxes to Clark and
Cranford, but the level of payment
would shift to the commission over a
20-year period.

Cranford collects one third of the tax

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hyatt Hills Golf Course

with a $2.85 million unreserved gen-
eral fund balance.

When assessing Westfield’s finan-
cial management practices, S & P
found them to be “good.”

“Highlights” of Westfield’s man-
agement included annual budget prepa-
ration, which uses historical-trend
analysis to look back five years for
revenues and expenditures, and the
town’s recent adoption of a debt-man-
agement resolution that requires the
reducing of total outstanding debt by
budgeting capital needs no greater than
50 to 75 percent of the maturing debt
within a two-year period.

S & P did note that “the town does
not currently perform long-term fi-
nancial planning, but management has
indicated its intention to do so in the
near future.”

Mr. Caruana, who announced the
AAA rating last Tuesday during the
town council meeting, said despite the
success, Westfield must remain “pro-
active,” rather than reactive.

“Shakespeare reminds us: ‘Uneasy
is the head that wears the crown.’ For
Westfield to succeed and to remain
proactive, we must, in the current cri-
sis, continue to cut employee and op-
erating costs,” Mr. Caruana said. “We
must continue to enhance revenue
sources, and we must continue to safe-
guard the interests of the Westfield
taxpayers in an era of declining state
aid and soaring county taxes.”

S & P released Union County’s rat-
ing report to The Westfield Leader.

In 2008, S & P assigned its AA +
long-term rating to Union County’s
2008 general improvement bonds ($105
million), county vocational-technical
school bonds and county college bonds.

S & P, under its methodology, found
the county’s financial position to be
“satisfactory” and its financial-man-
agement practices “standard.”

S & P reporting said in 2008 that the
county’s finance department maintains
“adequate policies in most, but not all,
key areas.”

Highlights of Union County’s fi-
nancial practices and policies include
quarterly reporting to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders on year-to-date
performance and a six-year CIP [Capi-
tal Improvement Plan] that is updated
annually.

“However,” the report reads, “man-
agement does not do long-term finan-
cial forecasting or have policies re-
garding debt limits, other than what is
mandated by the state, or minimum
reserve requirements.”

S & P found the county’s debt lev-
els to be “very manageable” consid-
ering “above-average” wealth and
income level.

From a national perspective, Ana
Sandoval of S & P’s media relations
said 40 percent of states in the country
have AA ratings, including New Jer-
sey and New York. There is only one
A-rated state, California.

According to the April 10, 2009
issue of The New York Times, New
Jersey’s total debt stands at $35 bil-
lion, and “during the past 15 years,
the state’s debt has increased four-
fold from $8.1 billion.”

.

ing the defects in the complaint and
requesting that it be withdrawn. If it
is not, Mr. Levine said the township
will “seek to recover all legal ex-
penses incurred by the taxpayers in
defending this lawsuit.”

In response, Mr. Samuel told The
Leader he received Mr. Levine’s let-
ter.

“Of course, I take letters such as
this seriously,” he said. “I have begun
studying his letter and doing some
research and find that Mr. Levine has
not checked his facts, in some in-
stances, and he appears not to have
considered all of the relevant statutes
and cases relevant to his letter. I hope
we can address these serious issues
without resorting to name calling.”

payment, and Clark gets the remainder.
“It’s not that much to Cranford because
basically none of the improvements are
in Cranford. Just the course is in
Cranford, not the clubhouse or any-
thing like that,” said Tom Grady, direc-
tor of finance for Cranford. “In 2008,
they paid a little over $90,000 in taxes.
Everything is paid to date.”

August 1 is when the next payment is
due.

Robert Hoeffler, executive director
of Hyatt Hills, said currently, the com-
mission pays 60 percent, or $250,000,
of the tax burden to GM, which then
pays the total tax to the towns. Next
year, the commission is responsible for
80 percent and by 2012, 100 percent.

Mr. Hoeffler was a Cranford town-
ship mayor and committee member
and a township committee liaison to the
commission, and later became the over-
seer of Hyatt Hills.

The two towns also were to receive a
profit share, but neither has received a
payment “because they haven’t turned
a profit,” said Mr. Grady.

Mr. Hollis said the initial projections
set forth prior to the grand opening
were “ridiculous, $1.5 million, and we
are less than a third of that. I have been
here seven years. The whole payment
plan to GM was based on these num-
bers that were not very realistic.”

GM had created a budget through its
own market research. “It turns out to be
the information from GM was way
off,” Mr. Hoeffler said. “It was a much
larger number than we could generate.
Maybe in time we can come up to these
numbers.” But, he said, the growing tax
burden has hindered its profit margin.

“We were misled by the marketing
information,” he said, noting that the
budget did not account for the course
closing for about four months in the
winter. “What we need to do is generate
enough income in eight months. In
doing so, we have no extra money to
give back to the towns of Cranford and
Clark.”

GM paid for most of the property to
be remediated and rebuilt. The
commision borrowed from GM to pay
for some equipment and they made a
deal with GM to reimburse that loan. “It
is on a schedule. They (GM) don’t want
any profit. They just wanted to make
sure Hyatt Hills was kept at a certain
level of condition…not falling apart,”
Mr. Hollis said.

The next Hyatt Hills commission
public meeting is tonight, July 16, at
7:30 p.m. in the conference room of the
Hyatt Hills Golf Complex, 1300 Raritan
Road in Clark.

RVSA representative Charles
Lombardo over what he perceived
were wasteful practices at the author-
ity when Mr. Lombardo was up for
reappointment earlier this year.

“You should call up chairman Charles
Lombardo to call him to come before
you to explain why he’s hiring another
engineer,” Mr. Paterson said. “These
shadow entities are the ones where the
money is just disappearing.”

At one point, Mayor McCarthy cut
off Mr. Paterson, telling him to “pro-
ceed calmly” and “watch his language”
in delivering his remarks. The mayor
also said Mr. Paterson should take
matters relating to the RVSA before
the authority at their public meetings.

The council voted earlier to cancel
a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July
28. The next meeting of the govern-
ing body is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 11 where there will be a pub-
lic hearing on an ordinance to accept
the dedication of a segment of Chest-
nut Street, which was widened as a
stipulation of construction.

Councilman Vyaz said he was voting
no because he did not “think it’s a good
deal” as the MOU was currently drafted.

Council President MacDermott
said she is “vehemently against a
bond” or increasing the tax burden in
a year when the borough had to lay
off borough employees. She stated
her trust in the county to deliver a
good project, as she “know(s) how
much they care about open space.”

Mayor Thoms told The Westfield
Leader that he has been working
with the county on this issue since
2007 and that he “believe(s) it was a
decision that should be made by (the)
council,” as it was the “best in-
formed.”
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Westfield
Wednesday, July 8, Neil Malde, 28, of

Westfield was arrested on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield, for $130, and
Kenilworth, for $300. Malde, who was
taken into custody at the Sayreville State
Police Barracks following his arrest by state
police, was released after being processed
and posting bail.

Thursday, July 9, Palita S. Briley, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue in Scotch Plains on
two outstanding Plainfield warrants. They
included a traffic warrant for $750 and a
criminal warrant for $250. Briley was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where she was processed and held on de-
fault of bail. Custody of her was later trans-
ferred to the Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, July 9, Jimmy Smith, Jr., 26,
of Newark was arrested at Springfield po-
lice headquarters on outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield, for $500, and
Union Township, for $374. He was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in lieu of
bail.

Friday, July 10, Marquis P. Acklin, 19, of
Bronx, N.Y. was arrested on the 600 block
of North Chestnut Street on drug charges
and three outstanding traffic warrants after
police responded to a report of a suspicious
motor vehicle.

Acklin was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia. The
warrants were from Hightstown, for $215;
Fair Haven, for $100, and Metuchen, for
$89. He was released on his own recogni-
zance with summonses and new court dates.

Saturday, July 11, Barry James, 30, of
Irvington was arrested at Totowa state po-
lice headquarters on two outstanding war-
rants. They included a Westfield traffic
warrant for $500 and a Newark criminal
warrant for $125. James was released after
posting bail, with court dates to be an-
nounced.

Saturday, July 11, Rajaun L. Foster, 31,
of East Orange was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at West South Avenue and
Crossway Place and charged with driving
under the influence (DUI). He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
individual.

Foster also was arrested on a Hillside
traffic warrant for $520. He was released on
his own recognizance per the Hillside Po-
lice Department.

Saturday, July 11, Jose Pais, Jr., 20, of
Linden was arrested at West North Avenue
and Crossway Place and charged with DUI
after his motor vehicle was observed appar-
ently disabled on the side of the roadway.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of Kirkview
Circle reported an act of criminal mischief
occurred at her home that resulted in an
estimated $15,000 in damage. Someone
damaged the central air condenser located
on the side of the home.

Sunday, July 12, Derrick Rolon, 40, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of West South
Avenue on an outstanding Fanwood traffic
warrant. Rolon was released after posting
$250 bail, with a court date to be announced.

Sunday, July 12, the manager of a busi-
ness in the area of South and Central Av-
enues reported that an attempt was made to
break into the premises through a side door.
Damage was observed but entry to the
business was not gained.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of the 1200
block of Prospect Street reported that his
curbside mailbox was damaged. The dam-
age is suspected to have occurred the previ-
ous day at approximately 11:45 p.m.

Monday, July 13, Christian Cortes, 26, of
Roselle was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Boulevard on a
Roselle traffic warrant for $307. He was
released on his own recognizance per the
Roselle Municipal Court.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, July 7, James Smith, 57, of

Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Tuesday, July 7, a resident of Aberdeen
Road reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed several items
valued at $100.

Tuesday, July 7, a resident of Rambling
Drive reported that someone opened up two
credit cards in his name without his autho-
rization and made purchases totaling $250.

Friday, July 10, Abel Perez, 19, Eddy
Hernandez, 19, and Jefferson Lopez, 19, all
of Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, Lopez
gave consent to search the vehicle and a K-
9 unit was brought in to perform the search.
The search yielded several large marijuana
plants, police said. All three individuals
were transported to police headquarters
where they were processed and released.

Sunday, July 12, Michael Hanford, 25, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He was
transported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, July 12, Aaron Dragone, 22, of

Kenilworth was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of Wood
Road reported that his former girlfriend
calls him several times a day at all hours and
yells at him.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone knocked
over his lamppost valued at approximately
$150.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 7, an employee at a

Sheffield Street business reported that he
left his motorcycle at his place of employ-
ment because the battery was dead, and that
while he went home to get the jump box,
someone removed his license plate.

Tuesday, July 7, Wayne O. Debarros, 31,
of Mullica Hill was arrested and charged
with DWI after police were notified of an
individual driving his motor vehicle in an
aggressive manner on Route 22. According
to police, after the arresting officer signaled
for Debarros to pull over, he exited the
vehicle without placing it into park and laid
face down and spread eagle in the slow lane
of Route 22. Debarros also was charged
with driving with a suspended license, pos-
session of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a vehicle and several other mov-
ing violations, police said.

Tuesday, July 7, Andre S. Reid, 25, of
Maplewood was arrested for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license, after a motor
vehicle stop for not having a front license
plate. He was processed and released with a
court date of Thursday, July 23.

Tuesday, July 7, Michael D. Bracuto, 40,
of Cranford was picked up at the Middlesex
County jail and charged with an outstand-
ing warrant from Mountainside in the
amount of $1,107.

Wednesday, July 8, a 17-year-old juve-
nile from Westfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of a controlled
dangerous substance. According to police,
the arresting officer noticed the driver was
uncomfortably nervous during routine ques-
tioning, and then the driver and passenger
gave conflicting stories about where they
were headed. The driver then admitted pos-
sessing the marijuana, police said. The ju-
venile was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, July 8, police responded to
Puddingstone Road on a report of a theft
from a residence. According to police, the
owner of the residence had recently passed
away and when one of the daughters of the
homeowner and her aunt arrived at the
home to go through the belongings of the
deceased, they saw another daughter, who
the two women do not get along with, and
her son leaving the residence.

Once inside, they noticed that a jewelry
box containing approximately $10,000
worth of jewelry and a watch valued at
$30,000 was missing from the master bed-
room closet. Since there was no evidence of
forced entry, the sister and the aunt believe
that the daughter who was seen leaving the
residence and has a key was the one who
removed the jewelry box, police said. Noth-
ing else was reported missing from the
home.

Friday, July 10, Michael R. Hayes, 28, of
North Plainfield was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police, he
also was charged with several outstanding
warrants.

Saturday, July 11, a patron of a Route 22
theater reported that he lost his wallet while
viewing a movie and was unable to find it.
According to police, the wallet contained a
small amount of cash, a driver’s license, gift
cards and a Social Security card.

Saturday, July 11, Joseph D. Echols, III,
33, of Somerset was arrested following a
motor vehicle accident on an outstanding
warrant.

Saturday, July 11, Rahjon L. Ross, 21, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for driving with a suspended
license and hindering apprehension or pros-
ecution after allegedly providing police with
false information about his identity.

Kashawn Williams, 21, of Plainfield, a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested on a
body warrant and charged with possession
of a concealed weapon after a switchblade
was found in his front pocket, authorities
reported. Williams is restricted from carry-
ing any type of weapon due to a previous
burglary conviction, police said.

Saturday, July 11, Maria I. Sanchez, 55,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. She was processed and
released at the scene.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of Little
Court reported that he had received a tele-
phone call that was threatening in nature.
According to police, the victim stated that
he occasionally submits editorials to a
newspaper on his political views, which he
described as liberal in nature. The caller
identified himself as a skinhead and made
several threatening remarks to the victim,
stating that he was at the Dunellen train
station with some friends waiting for the
victim to show up, police said. The
Dunellen Police Department was notified
and a check of the train station for unusual
persons or activities yielded negative re-
sults, authorities reported.

Downturn In Economy
Impacting Activity at Ports

By KATHERINE SLOAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The current eco-
nomic recession is impacting the activ-
ity of importing and exporting goods
through the ports of New York and New
Jersey.

During the recent Stella Maris
Chapel’s 14th Annual Blessing of the
Ports to wish good fortune to boaters and
ports, including those in Newark, Eliza-
beth and Staten Island last month, there
was an empirical decrease in the amount
of ship activity compared to what was
witnessed by members of The Westfield
Leader during the 10th annual blessing.

Michael Costa, a member of the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Association
(I.L.A.) local no. 1235, told The Leader
the east coast represents one of the larg-
est port systems in the United States. He
said that the reason for the decline in
current port activity might be due to
higher costs in importing and exporting
goods.

According to a March 2009 Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey
(PANYNJ) press release, the decline in
activity due to the economic downturn
was anticipated. The Port Authority
stated that the last decline in cargo vol-
ume at the ports occurred in 1993.

The Associated Press (AP) reported
that Economist believes the recession
caused a diminution in the demand for
importing.

Although the current economy is af-
fecting transportation of goods, the
PANYNJ foresees a growth in the amount
of shipments. Investing in express rail
and trucks has been an alternative to
moving products by sea to ensure an
increase in the growth of freights,
PANYNJ officials reported.

On the upside, the PANYNJ’s $246-
million investment in port activity has
created over 230,000 jobs in the ports,
according to the PANYNJ. This enables
PANYNJ to remain competitive through-
out the ports in North America. In addi-
tion, PANYNJ anticipates a future in-
crease in the amount of imported bulk
cargo, which was reported as a growth in
2008 over 2007 by 1.6 percent, equating
to 55.3 million metric tons in 2008 and
54.4 million metric tons in 2007.

The PANYNJ reported setting a new
annual record in 2008 for the dollar worth
of the total cargo activity in the ports,
ranging over $190 billion. Even with the
high record in 2008, there was still a 25
percent decline for exports and 34.9 per-
cent decrease for imports in 2009, ac-
cording to The AP. There was an upset in
the total number of ship activity in 2008

for the ports in New York and New
Jersey. In 2008, 5,251 ships conducted
business there, compared to 5,465 ships
in 2007.

“Fifteen straight years with increased
activity at our port facilities, which is an
impressive run, and despite this year’s
flat growth we look optimistically to the
future,” Port Authority Deputy Execu-
tive Director Susan Bass Levin reported
in a press release in March. “That’s why
it is critical now, while we have the
opportunity to create needed short-term
jobs, to continue our investments in
dredging, freight rail and upgrading roads
to the terminals so our port is ready for
the inevitable turnaround in global com-
merce.”

Port Authority Executive Director
Chris Ward confirmed in the same re-
lease that the, “…Port Authority is not
recession-proof, and we are committed
to making the necessary adjustments to
our operating and capital budget to re-
flect economic reality.”

The Port Authority’s focus, it is re-
ported, is to refurbish the growth activity
in the terminals.

As for speculation that more ships are
using the Staten Island and Brooklyn
ports versus the New Jersey ports may be
based on the notion that the Bayonne
Bridge is “the biggest obstacle,” said
Gary Whyte of Mountainside, director
of northeast operations for Ecuadorian
Line.

Mr. Whyte said there are larger ships
that cannot travel underneath the
Bayonne Bridge so they have to use the
Brooklyn ports. In order to circulate ac-
tivity throughout the ports in New York
and New Jersey, Mr. Whyte suggested
that the bridge might need to be moved,
rebuilt or even lifted.

According to the New York/ New Jer-
sey Port Authority, construction over-
haul of Staten Island bridges including
the Goethals Bridge, Bayonne Bridge
and Outerbridge Crossing are in the works
as chief missions in the upcoming years.
The cost to modernize the Goethals
Bridge is estimated at $550 to 600 mil-
lion, and is slated to begin next year.

The cost to recoat the viaducts on the
Bayonne Bridge is approximated at $20
to $30 million and is predicted to begin
in 2011. Reconstruction of the
Outerbridge Crossing has already begun
at a projected cost of $1 to 5 million. The
PANYNJ plans to increase capital spend-
ing to $3.3 billion, 28 percent higher
over last year, for bridge renovation. In
the long run, the PANYNJ said the in-
vestment in capital would create a com-
petitive advantage and growth in its ports.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COME AND GET IT…Jackie Smith of the Stage House Restaurant serves up a meal at Thursday’s Second Annual Scotch
Plains Block Party. The event included a classic car show, rides, games and a DJ.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT A GEM…Larry and Allison Hudha of Scotch Plains admire the motor of
a 1955 Ford at Thursday’s Block Party on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

SP Zoning Board OKs Deck,
Denies Garage Conversion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week ap-
proved one application but denied
another.

At its June 4 meeting, the board put
off final action on a variance applica-
tion by Andrew and Dale Heffler of
2216 New York Avenue for a deck at
the back of their home. At that hear-
ing, the board asked that the deck be
reconfigured so as not to be as obtru-
sive to neighbors as the original plans
showed.

The Hefflers were requesting a vari-
ance that would have allowed the new
deck’s rear yard setback to be 20 feet
from their property line versus the 30
feet set out by local ordinance.

New plans reviewed and approved
by the board showed that the deck
had been cut back so that it extended
six feet from the rear of the house,

with steps leading down to an exist-
ing patio area.

Also at its meeting last Thursday,
the board denied an application by
Michael and Susan Greaney of 1940
Inverness Drive to convert a portion
of an attached two-car garage into a
family room. Township requirements
call for houses to have a 20-foot by
20-foot, two-car garage on the prop-
erty.

The zoning board’s next meeting
will be on Thursday, September 3.
Board Secretary Barbara Horev said
that as of now, there is a fence appli-
cation on the agenda, although sev-
eral other applications are being re-
viewed and could be heard that
evening as well.

The township planning board has
no meetings scheduled for the re-
mainder of July or August. Its next
session is set for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 9.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING, GOING…Hyatt Hills Complex in Cranford and Clark is one of General
Motors’ assets that was sold off to the bankruptcy corporation, Motors Liquida-
tion, which will sell the land to pay creditors.

Rahway Ave. Railway Quiet Zone
To Be Implemented in September

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The quality
of life for many southside residents
of Scotch Plains and Westfield,
along with pockets of people in
Clark, may improve this fall as noise

from train whistles may become
abated.

Last August, Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky formally signed an agree-
ment between Consolidated Rail Cor-
poration (Conrail) and the town, au-
thorizing Conrail to perform the work
necessary to establish a quiet zone at
the Rahway Avenue railway grade
crossing.

Last week, the Westfield Council
earmarked $50,000 to Conrail, which
said it is ready to install the necessary
equipment at the crossing. The quiet
zone would ultimately mitigate the
effect of train whistle noise in the
area.

Effective June 2005, the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) re-
quired that locomotive horns be
sounded at all public grade crossings
15 to 20 seconds before entering a

crossing. A pattern for blowing the
horn would then last until the train
clears the crossing.

However, new rules also provided
the framework for towns to establish
“quiet zones,” in which the horn use
is either curtailed during nighttime
hours or for 24 hours. Quiet zones
can be formed provided that certain
safety measures are in place and the
crossing’s accident rate meets FRA
standards.

Westfield is seeking to create the
first 24-hour quiet zone in the state
after the aforementioned ruling.

In a quiet zone, though an engineer
is relieved of any obligation to sound
the horn, he or she is permitted to use
his or her discretion if an animal or
person is in danger.

Conrail, which owns, operates and

SP Dem. Chair Sues to Disqualify
Mayor; Void Budget, Sewer Utility

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alleging that
the township council had conducted
its municipal budget deliberations
mostly in secret, township Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Dick Samuel
filed a complaint last week in state
Superior Court that requested that the
ordinance creating a sewer utility as
well as the 2009 township budget be
voided and that Mayor Nancy Malool
be declared disqualified from hold-
ing the mayor’s office.

In his 10-page complaint filed on
July 6, Mr. Samuel, who attends most
council sessions and at times this
spring protested when the governing
body adjourned into closed executive
session, claimed that much of the
council’s deliberations on the budget

and the establishment of the sewer
utility were held behind closed doors
under the guise of discussions re-
garding personnel matters and lay-
offs of township employees.

“For the last six months,” Mr.
Samuel told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week, “a situa-
tion has arisen where the mayor and
council have been acting mostly in
secret” in violation of the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act. “We’re a govern-
ment of laws and ought to be follow-
ing the statute. People have a right to
know what’s going on.”

Mayor Malool told The Times that
Mr. Samuel “is doing nothing more
than wasting taxpayers’ money so
that we can defend a frivolous and
baseless lawsuit.”

In his filing, Mr. Samuel said that

in March he had sent a e-mail to
Township Attorney Brian Levine say-
ing he was “disturbed that the budget
discussions are being held in closed
session.” A month later, Mr. Samuel
had an e-mail exchange with Mayor
Malool in which she informed him
that the council “has discussed the
budget in closed session in the con-
text of personnel issues, i.e., layoffs.”

The mayor also said the budget had
been discussed “because you can’t
have a discussion about the layoffs
without talking about the budget.
There are no cover-ups here,” she
added, telling Mr. Samuel that “ev-
erything will be discussed openly.”

Mr. Samuel called the council’s
pattern of conduct “sufficient to lead
one to believe that other illegal dis-
cussions were held and other illegal
decisions were made.”

He also accused the mayor of
wrongly attempting to influence and
pressure former township manager
Michael Capabianco “in one or more
of his official duties” during the Feb-
ruary 18 meeting at which Mr.
Capabianco resigned. Mr. Samuel also
wrote in his complaint that the two
township employees named to tem-
porarily act as co-managers were “co-
managers in name only” because Mrs.
Malool “appropriated to herself the
powers of the manger [sic].”

Mayor Malool told The Times that
it was Mr. Capabianco’s choice to
leave.

“I had nothing to do with it,” she
said. She also said Mr. Samuel “wasn’t
in the [February 18] meeting and has
no idea what went on.” She said the
four-month period between Mr.
Capabianco’s exit and the hiring of a

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PACKED AGAINST LAND SALE...Over 200 residents packed the municipal
building in New Providence on Monday to express their concern over turning over
town property to Union County for open space development.

GM Prepares to Sell Hyatt
Hills as Part of Liquidation

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – Hyatt Hills Golf Com-
plex contracted employees and com-
mission members are left wondering
what will happen to the course after
General Motors (GM) Corporation
transferred the asset to Motors Liqui-
dations to sell off the land as it seeks
to pay off creditors.

GM had turned the 87-acre prop-
erty from a manufacturing plant to a

brownfield redevelopment site used
as a golf course, mini-golf course,
driving range and restaurant. It opened
in 2002, and GM signed a 25-year
lease to a recreation commission made
up of seven, town-appointed, volun-
teer Cranford and Clark townspeople,
including Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso. To date, the commission
has not heard from GM, nor has GM
returned phone calls to the commis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THERE FOR THE PICKIN’...The Scotch Plains Farmers Market has piles of
fresh corn for sale last Saturday on Park Avenue next to the municipal building. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

NP Mayor Breaks Tie;
Votes to Sell Land to County

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW PROVIDENCE — On Mon-
day night, the New Providence Bor-
ough Council voted 4-3 to sell
Oakwood Park and the River Walk-
way property to Union County for
one dollar in exchange for the county
to build an estimated $3.5-million
sports complex that would include
two football/soccer fields, two base-
ball diamonds, a 50-car parking area,
relocation of a playground and two
new field house/concession areas.

The council had, over the past sev-
eral months, drafted a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the
borough and the county to set forth the
terms of the sale of the land and future
usage of the facilities. In the MOU, the
county “agrees to allow priority of
(New Providence’s) scheduling as
much as possible” and states that the
borough will not be charged any usage
fees. Any other entity wishing to use
the facility, such as the New Provi-
dence Police Athletic League (PAL),
will be charged a fee, which the county
will retain. If the county does not
fulfill its end of the agreement, the
borough will be permitted to reacquire
only the 15.61-acre Oakwood Park
portion of the land, while the 13.79-
acre River Walkway will remain with
the county forever.

Almost all of the residents who
spoke at Monday’s meeting agreed
that improvements need to be made
to Oakwood Park, which currently
has drainage problems and playing
fields in poor condition, but many
spoke against the sale of the property
to the county due to concerns about

land control, maintenance and future
usage. Several residents also re-
quested that Mayor John Thoms and
the borough council allow the resi-
dents to vote on this issue via a non-
binding referendum on the Novem-
ber election ballot.

The League of Women Voters pre-
sented a survey to the council of 204
residents. The survey showed that 16
percent were for the proposal, 38
percent were against it, 19 percent
were undecided and 27 percent were
either unaware of the proposal or “did
not care.”

Resident Brian Flanagan called the
MOU an “insult” and accused mem-
bers of the council of being “dismiss-
ive and outright rude” to residents.
He said that, as an attorney, if he had
drawn up the MOU, “my client would
fire me.”

Joan McCullough urged the coun-
cil to vote “yes” on the MOU, saying
that in its current condition,
“Oakwood Park is virtually useless”
and that the county should pay for the
improvements.

Bill Hart suggested that the town
pay for the improvements itself, as
interest rates are currently low. He
also suggested that the council should
allow the issue to be voted on by the
residents, saying there is a “differ-
ence between what you have a right to
do, and the right thing to do.”

Council President Julia
MacDermott and Councilmen
Michael Gennaro and Armand
Galluccio voted in favor of the MOU,
with Councilmen J. Brooke Hern,
Vincas Vyaz and James Cucco voting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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FW Eyes Bond Surplus
Funds for Road Work
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their regular monthly meeting Tues-
day night, discussed using unspent
surplus from previous bond measures
to fund upcoming capital projects.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, explained that a
“package” of resolutions and ordi-
nances would authorize the governing
body to establish a “capital funds sur-
plus account” consisting of “leftover
proceeds” from “the balances of [bond]
ordinances” dating as far back as 2002.

“These are all funds that have been
previously approved,” Mr. Tomkins
said. “There is no new debt being
authorized.”

The introduced municipal budget,
which is still awaiting adoption pend-
ing a decision on final state aid fig-
ures, does not include new capital
projects because money remains tight.

But final approval of the complex
series of administrative measures by

the governing body, scheduled for its
August 11 meeting, would enable the
borough to move ahead with several
key projects, as discussed at last
week’s monthly agenda session.

“Most of it’s all road projects,” Mr.
Tomkins said. However, some of the
capital projects tie in to downtown
redevelopment.

For example, one of the measures
in the package would free up $100,000
from “cancelled” items in a previous
bond ordinance and redirect it toward
demolition and cleanup of the
Livingston-Wilbor property down-
town; another would reflect an extra
$200,000 state Department of Trans-
portation grant.

Councilman David Valian said the
surplus funds “are being put to good
use.”

Mr. Tomkins said formal action
through resolutions and ordinances is
required because, in addition to mov-
ing the bond surplus funds, the bor-
ough is also “changing purposes to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



Page 8 Thursday, July 16, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTER

sion inquiring about the news of the
sale.

Use of the property comes into
play for potential buyers. The manu-
facturing plant, which initially pro-
duced hard rubber for steering wheels
and handles and later produced roller
bearings, that was formerly on the
site has caused soil contamination,
such as from petroleum, solvents,
arsenic, PCBs and inorganic contami-
nants of metals. The estimated cost to
remove the soil would have run the
company a reported $200 million.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP), the soil was never re-
moved from the site, but GM had
relocated soil to a designated area
within the property and capped it and
layered it with clean soil, on which
the golf course was built.

This is normal procedure in these
instances, according to NJDEP
spokesman Larry Hajna. He said the
agency did not have documentation
of a plastic liner used as a cap. Clay
can also be used as a cap over the
contaminated soil.

The property’s groundwater is
monitored regularly, as is required by
the state, and the NJDEP gets a yearly
report, which had “not found any
documentation that the cap was dam-
aged,” Mr. Hajna said.

The NJDEP had only approved the
site for its current operation, and it is
not approved for residential use. “Any
future use would have to be re-evalu-
ated” by the NJDEP, Mr. Hajna said.

Now, ownership of the property is
in the hands of Motors Liquidations
company, which is the successor com-
pany for GM. This shell company
acts as the seller for properties GM
did not want to keep and Motors
Liquidation will sell as part of the
bankruptcy process to pay off out-
standing debt.

Tom Wilkinson, a spokesperson for
GM, said he does not know who is
interested in purchasing the land, who,
if any, was approached or what lies
ahead for the parcel.

“It takes a couple of years to wind
down,” said Mr. Wilkinson of the
assets that will be sold through the
bankruptcy courts.

Since Union County razed Oak
Ridge Golf Course and turned it into
a park, Hyatt Hills is the only remain-
ing public course in Clark.

“It’s important to have golf in com-
munities,” said Dan Hollis, general
manager at Hyatt Hills.

Since Oak Ridge closed, Hyatt Hills
has seen a rise in sales over last sum-
mer, even with this year’s rainfall and
the recession, Mr. Hollis said. He
stated that golfers told him that they
come to Hyatt Hills because of Oak
Ridge’s demise.

John Barrett of Cranford has been
coming to the nine-hole course since
it opened. “I play at least twice a
week. I enjoy it very much. It is the
best public course in the state or this
part of the country. It is very well
maintained and it has a good staff
here. If they have to close, it would be
terrible.”

He pays the annual township resi-
dent rate of $35 for an ID card, and
receives a discount on the daily fee
every time he plays. For ID
cardholders, a weekday nine-hole
play costs $18; $15 for seniors and
young people. Mr. Barrett said with
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CRUISER...Lou Strano of Linden and former Westfield businessman shows off
his customized 1978 MGB at Cranford’s Cruiser Night last Thursday. With the
help of his 16-year-old granddaughter Shane Strano of Westfield, he restored this
classic car. Some 200 cars were on display in the downtown.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BELLY DANCING...At the Cranford Cruiser Night last Thursday Ayla Meyer,
front left, Diana Ramirez, back left, Sharen Sutera, center and Laura Walsh show
off their SharQui belly dance workout technique.

Bond Ratings of Area Towns
And County Receive Review

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Earlier this month, the
Town of Westfield was involved in a re-
financing transaction in which $8.2 mil-
lion of existing short-term debt was con-
verted into longer-term General Obliga-
tion bonds. As a prelude to this public
sale, Standard and Poor’s (S & P) has
assigned its highest credit rating, AAA, to
the town.

“There is no way to overstate the im-
portance of receiving a AAA rating from
Standard and Poor’s for our municipal
debt,” Westfield Town Councilman and
Finance Policy Chairman Sal Caruana
said last Tuesday night. “For those of us
in the world of finance, it is like a New
York Times four-star rating to a
restauranteur or a five-star Mobil rating
to a hotel. It is the highest award from an
organization considered to be the gold
standard, and there are multiple benefits
and implications for our community.”

According to Mr. Caruana, “from a
practical point of view,” earning such a
rating will save the town thousands of
dollars in financing costs. At the next
public meeting, the town will discuss
how the “significant” cost savings under
the new credit rating compares to what
the town’s refinancing costs might have
been under the old rating, AA- by
Moody’s.

Also ranked highly, Scotch Plains re-
ceived Moody’s Aaa rating, considered
the best quality, in 2006, during its last
bond sale. S & P assigned its AAA rating
to Summit’s series 2008 general and
school refunding bonds, totaling $9.8 mil-
lion, and affirmed its AAA rating on the
city’s outstanding GO bonds.

Summit’s stable outlook “reflects the
city’s position as an economic hub of the
region, in addition to its access to the New
York City labor market. Furthermore, the
outlook is based on the continued strength
of the city’s financial position and the
expectation that it will be able to maintain
its manageable debt burden.”

While bond ratings for municipalities
such as Westfield, Scotch Plains and Sum-
mit are considered “best quality,” some
Union County towns see “upper medium”
marks. Bonds in the upper medium cat-
egory are assigned “1,” “2” or “3” by
Moody’s based on the strength of the
issue within each category. Accordingly,
“A1” would be the strongest group of A
securities, and “A3” would be the weak-
est A securities.

Fanwood and Cranford were last rated
A1; two of Cranford’s neighbors, Roselle
and Garwood, maintain A3 ratings. Obli-
gations rated A are subject to low credit
risk but “have elements present that sug-
gest a susceptibility to impairment over
the long term,” according to moodys.com.

Since credit ratings are, partially, based
on how often a municipality goes out to
the bond market, smaller entities usually
have lower scores, according to Moody’s.

The county seat in Elizabeth, New
Jersey’s fourth largest city, earned an A3
rating from Moody’s last year. William
Reyes, public information spokesman for
Elizabeth, said the rating was “pretty high
for a large urban city.”

S & P assigned AAA/ stable ratings to
Westfield’s $8.2 million in general im-
provement bonds and $3 million in swim-
ming pool utility general obligation (GO)
bonds.

According to S & P’s report, the rating
reflects the town’s “affluent, mature resi-
dential community with a vibrant down-
town; modest, continued growth in an
already-sizable property tax base that has
no taxpayer concentration; solid finan-
cial position, coupled with good reserves,
and a low debt burden with limited addi-
tional capital needs.”

The report touted the success of down-
town Westfield. It noted that occupancy
rates, which have been as high as 99
percent in the past, under the economic
downturn, have “modestly declined to 94
percent.”

It also rated Westfield highly for its
“ample metered parking area that pro-
vides the town with an additional revenue
source.” Town unemployment, which has
been historically well below county, state
and national rates, “spiked” to 5.5 percent
in May 2009; 2008 unemployment was
3.2 percent and remains “below all com-
parable levels.”

The report found that the property tax
base has seen “modest, yet consistent,
growth” over the past several years. As-
sessed value has increased by 3.4 percent
since fiscal year 2004 to $1.896 billion in
fiscal year 2008, or a comparable $7.78
billion in market value.

“This equates to what we consider an
extremely strong per-capita market value
of $257,683,” the report says.

Despite the downturn in the housing
market, according to the report, home
sales have declined, “but values have not
diminished.” It finds that wealth and in-
come indicators are “very strong.”

Speaking with Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, Mr. Caruana and Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, among others, S & P said,
“Fiscal [year] 2009 is on track with bud-
geted levels, and officials are projecting a
break-even year. Management had indi-
cated it intends to rebuild its fund balance
again by increasing certain fines and fees,
and continuing ongoing expenditure cuts.
Furthermore, the town has access to addi-
tional reserves, if necessary.”

The town closed fiscal year 2008 with
a $2.85 million unreserved general fund

balance.
When assessing Westfield’s financial

management practices, S & P found them
to be “good.”

“Highlights” of Westfield’s manage-
ment included annual budget prepara-
tion, which uses historical-trend analysis
to look back five years for revenues and
expenditures, and the town’s recent adop-
tion of a debt-management resolution that
requires the reducing of total outstanding
debt by budgeting capital needs no greater
than 50 to 75 percent of the maturing debt
within a two-year period.

S & P did note that “the town does not
currently perform long-term financial
planning, but management has indicated
its intention to do so in the near future.”

Mr. Caruana, who announced the AAA
rating last Tuesday during the town coun-
cil meeting, said despite the success,
Westfield must remain “proactive,” rather
than reactive.

“Shakespeare reminds us: ‘Uneasy is
the head that wears the crown.’ For
Westfield to succeed and to remain pro-
active, we must, in the current crisis,
continue to cut employee and operating
costs,” Mr. Caruana said. “We must
continue to enhance revenue sources,
and we must continue to safeguard the
interests of the Westfield taxpayers in
an era of declining state aid and soaring
county taxes.”

In 2008, S & P assigned its AA + long-
term rating to Union County’s 2008 gen-
eral improvement bonds ($105 million),
county vocational-technical school bonds
and county college bonds. S & P found
the county’s financial position to be “sat-
isfactory” and its financial-management
practices “standard.” S & P reporting said
in 2008 that the county’s finance depart-
ment maintains “adequate policies in most,
but not all, key areas.”

Highlights of Union County’s finan-
cial practices and policies include quar-
terly reporting to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders on year-to-date performance
and a six-year CIP [Capital Improvement
Plan] that is updated annually.

“However,” the report reads, “manage-
ment does not do long-term financial fore-
casting or have policies regarding debt
limits, other than what is mandated by the
state, or minimum reserve requirements.”

S & P found the county’s debt levels to
be “very manageable” considering
“above-average” wealth and income level.

From a national perspective, Ana
Sandoval of S & P’s media relations said
40 percent of states in the country have
AA ratings, including New Jersey and
New York. There is only one A-rated
state, California.

In New Jersey, total state debt stood at
approximately $35 billion in 2009, ac-
cording to The New York Times. The debt
included $2.8 billion of general obliga-
tion bonds, according to the state Office
of Public Finance.

successor “was a very difficult time,
but we all pulled together and man-
aged to get through it fine.”

“I didn’t make any decisions by
myself,” she added.

Mr. Levine called Mr. Samuel’s
complaint “frivolous, baseless and
procedurally and substantively de-
fective.” He told The Times he plans
to send Mr. Samuel a letter identify-
ing the defects in the complaint and
requesting that it be withdrawn. If it
is not, Mr. Levine said the township
will “seek to recover all legal ex-
penses incurred by the taxpayers in
defending this lawsuit.”

In response, Mr. Samuel told The
Times he received Mr. Levine’s letter.

“Of course, I take letters such as
this seriously. I have begun studying
his letter and doing some research
and find that Mr. Levine has not
checked his facts, in some instances,
and he appears not to have considered
all of the relevant statutes and cases
relevant to his letter. I hope we can
address these serious issues without
resorting to name calling.”

the discount, he pays $5 on a week-
day.

A county spokesman had no com-
ment when asked if the county would
have an interest in buying the course.

As far as income and profit mar-
gins, the GM spokesperson had no
idea and said it was too small of a
business to ask someone to look up
the income statements, and several
calls to Clark and Cranford officials
were not returned.

The tax deal laid out eight years
ago is that GM pays taxes to Clark
and Cranford, but the level of pay-
ment would shift to the commission
over a 20-year period.

Cranford collects one third of the
tax payment and Clark gets the re-
mainder. “It’s not that much to
Cranford because basically none of
the improvements are in Cranford.
Just the course is in Cranford, not the
clubhouse or anything like that,” said
Tom Grady, director of finance for
Cranford. “In 2008, they paid a little
over $90,000 in taxes. Everything is
paid to date.”

August 1 is when the next payment
is due.

Robert Hoeffler, executive director
of Hyatt Hills, said currently, the com-
mission pays 60 percent, or $250,000,
of the tax burden to GM, which then
pays the total tax to the towns. Next
year, the commission is responsible for
80 percent and by 2012, 100 percent.

Mr. Hoeffler was a Cranford town-
ship mayor and committee member
and a township committee liaison to
the commission, and later became the
overseer of Hyatt Hills.

The two towns also were to receive
a profit share, but neither has re-
ceived a payment “because they
haven’t turned a profit,” said Mr.
Grady.

Mr. Hollis said the initial projec-
tions set forth prior to the grand open-
ing were “ridiculous, $1.5 million,
and we are less than a third of that. I
have been here seven years. The whole
payment plan to GM was based on
these numbers that were not very
realistic.”

GM had created a budget through
its own market research. “It turns out
to be the information from GM was
way off,” Mr. Hoeffler said. “It was a
much larger number than we could
generate. Maybe in time we can come
up to these numbers.” But, he said,
the growing tax burden has hindered
its profit margin.

“We were misled by the marketing
information,” he said, noting that the
budget did not account for the course
closing for about four months in the
winter. “What we need to do is gener-
ate enough income in eight months.
In doing so, we have no extra money
to give back to the towns of Cranford
and Clark.”

GM paid for most of the property to
be remediated and rebuilt. The com-
mission borrowed from GM to pay
for some equipment and they made a
deal with GM to reimburse that loan.
“It is on a schedule. They (GM) don’t
want any profit. They just wanted to
make sure Hyatt Hills was kept at a
certain level of condition…not fall-
ing apart,” Mr. Hollis said.

The next Hyatt Hills commission
public meeting is tonight, July 16, at
7:30 p.m. in the conference room of
the Hyatt Hills Golf Complex, 1300
Raritan Road in Clark.

Westfield
Wednesday, July 8, Neil Malde, 28, of

Westfield was arrested on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for $130,
and Kenilworth, for $300. Malde, who
was taken into custody at the Sayreville
State Police Barracks following his ar-
rest by state police, was released after
being processed and posting bail.

Thursday, July 9, Palita S. Briley, 25,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue in Scotch
Plains on two outstanding Plainfield war-
rants. They included a traffic warrant for
$750 and a criminal warrant for $250.
Briley was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and held on default of bail. Cus-
tody of her was later transferred to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, July 9, Jimmy Smith, Jr.,
26, of Newark was arrested at Spring-
field police headquarters on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for $500,
and Union Township, for $374. He was
committed to the Union County jail in
lieu of bail.

Friday, July 10, Marquis P. Acklin, 19,
of Bronx, N.Y. was arrested on the 600
block of North Chestnut Street on drug
charges and three outstanding traffic war-
rants after police responded to a report of
a suspicious motor vehicle.

Acklin was charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The warrants were from
Hightstown, for $215; Fair Haven, for
$100, and Metuchen, for $89. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses and new court dates.

Saturday, July 11, Barry James, 30, of
Irvington was arrested at Totowa state
police headquarters on two outstanding
warrants. They included a Westfield traf-
fic warrant for $500 and a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $125. James was released
after posting bail, with court dates to be
announced.

Saturday, July 11, Rajaun L. Foster,
31, of East Orange was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at West South Avenue
and Crossway Place and charged with
driving under the influence (DUI). He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible individual.

Foster also was arrested on a Hillside
traffic warrant for $520. He was released
on his own recognizance per the Hillside
Police Department.

Saturday, July 11, Jose Pais, Jr., 20, of
Linden was arrested at West North Av-
enue and Crossway Place and charged
with DUI after his motor vehicle was
observed apparently disabled on the side
of the roadway. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of
Kirkview Circle reported an act of crimi-
nal mischief occurred at her home that
resulted in an estimated $15,000 in dam-
age. Someone damaged the central air
condenser located on the side of the
home.

Sunday, July 12, Derrick Rolon, 40, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of West
South Avenue on an outstanding
Fanwood traffic warrant. Rolon was re-
leased after posting $250 bail, with a
court date to be announced.

Sunday, July 12, the manager of a
business in the area of South and Central
Avenues reported that an attempt was
made to break into the premises through
a side door. Damage was observed but
entry to the business was not gained.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of 1200
block of Prospect Street reported that his
curbside mailbox was damaged. The
damage is suspected to have occurred
the previous day at about 11:45 p.m.

Monday, July 13, Christian Cortes,
26, of Roselle was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard on a Roselle traffic warrant
for $307. He was released on his own
recognizance per the Roselle Municipal
Court.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, July 7, James Smith, 57, of

Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Tuesday, July 7, a resident of Aber-
deen Road reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle and removed
several items valued at $100.

Tuesday, July 7, a resident of Ram-
bling Drive reported that someone opened
up two credit cards in his name without
his authorization and made purchases
totaling $250.

Friday, July 10, Abel Perez, 19, Eddy
Hernandez, 19, and Jefferson Lopez, 19,

all of Plainfield, were arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, Lopez gave consent to search the
vehicle and a K-9 unit was brought in to
perform the search. The search yielded
several large marijuana plants, police
said. All three individuals were trans-
ported to police headquarters where they
were processed and released.

Sunday, July 12, Michael Hanford,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, July 12, Aaron Dragone, 22,
of Kenilworth was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of Wood
Road reported that his former girlfriend
calls him several times a day at all hours
and yells at him.

Sunday, July 12, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone knocked
over his lamppost valued at approxi-
mately $150.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 7, an employee at a

Sheffield Street business reported that he
left his motorcycle at his place of em-
ployment because the battery was dead.
While he went home to get the jump box,
someone removed his license plate.

Tuesday, July 7, Wayne O. Debarros,
31, of Mullica Hill was arrested and
charged with DWI after police were no-
tified of an individual driving his motor
vehicle in an aggressive manner on Route
22. According to police, after the arrest-
ing officer signaled for Debarros to pull
over, he exited the vehicle without plac-
ing it into park and laid face down and
spread eagle in the slow lane of Route 22.
Debarros also was charged with driving
with a suspended license, possession of
a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
in a vehicle and several other moving
violations, police said.

Tuesday, July 7, Andre S. Reid, 25, of
Maplewood was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license, after a
motor vehicle stop for not having a front
license plate. He was processed and re-
leased with a court date of Thursday,
July 23.

Tuesday, July 7, Michael D. Bracuto,
40, of Cranford was picked up at the
Middlesex County jail and charged with
an outstanding warrant from
Mountainside in the amount of $1,107.

Wednesday, July 8, a 17-year-old ju-
venile from Westfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
a controlled dangerous substance. Ac-
cording to police, the arresting officer
noticed the driver was uncomfortably
nervous during routine questioning, and
then the driver and passenger gave con-
flicting stories about where they were
headed. The driver then admitted pos-
sessing the marijuana, police said. The
juvenile was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, July 8, police responded
to Puddingstone Road on a report of a
theft from a residence. According to po-
lice, the owner of the residence had re-
cently passed away and when one of the
daughters of the homeowner and her
aunt arrived at the home to go through
the belongings of the deceased, they saw
another daughter, who the two women
do not get along with, and her son leav-
ing the residence.

Once inside, they noticed that a jew-
elry box containing approximately
$10,000 worth of jewelry and a watch
valued at $30,000 was missing from the
master bedroom closet. Since there was
no evidence of forced entry, the sister
and the aunt believe that the daughter
who was seen leaving the residence and
has a key was the one who removed the
jewelry box, police said. Nothing else
was reported missing from the home.

Friday, July 10, Michael R. Hayes, 28,
of North Plainfield was arrested for al-
legedly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he also was charged with several
outstanding warrants.

Saturday, July 11, a patron of a Route
22 theater reported that he lost his wallet
while viewing a movie and was unable to
find it. According to police, the wallet
contained a small amount of cash, a
driver’s license, gift cards and a Social
Security card.

Saturday, July 11, Joseph D. Echols,
3rd, 33, of Somerset was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle accident on an
outstanding warrant.

Saturday, July 11, Rahjon L. Ross, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for driving with a
suspended license and hindering appre-
hension or prosecution after allegedly
providing police with false information
about his identity.

Kashawn Williams, 21, of Plainfield,
a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested
on a body warrant and charged with
possession of a concealed weapon after
a switchblade was found in his front
pocket, authorities reported. Williams is
restricted from carrying any type of
weapon due to a previous burglary con-
viction, police said.

Saturday, July 11, Maria I. Sanchez,
55, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for allegedly driving
with a suspended license. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of Little
Court reported that he had received a
telephone call that was threatening in
nature. According to police, the victim
stated that he occasionally submits edi-
torials to a newspaper on his political
views, which he described as liberal in
nature. The caller identified himself as a
skinhead and made several threatening
remarks to the victim, stating that he was
at the Dunellen train station with some
friends waiting for the victim to show up,
police said. The Dunellen Police Depart-
ment was notified and a check of the
train station for unusual persons or ac-
tivities yielded negative results, authori-
ties reported.

reflect what we want to do with the
money now.”

In other business Tuesday night,
Councilman Russell Huegel reported
on cooperative efforts with Fanwood’s
Business and Professional Associa-
tion (FBPA).

The councilman said the borough
wants to “work more closely with the
business community” and “market
our local businesses.”

Mayor Mahr met with the FBPA
recently as part of an ongoing cam-
paign to encourage residents to “shop
locally.” “It comes as no surprise that
some of our businesses are strug-
gling,” said Mayor Mahr, pointing to
the current recession. “If we didn’t
take the time to visit some of these
merchants…they wouldn’t be here.”

The borough also plans to work
with the FBPA on a “direct mailing”
to residents.

The mayor said, “People may not
be aware of the array of businesses”
in the borough; the mailing would
provide a current listing.

The governing body also approved
a resolution authorizing an “interlocal
agreement” with Scotch Plains and
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Fanwood Council
Union County for the “milling and
resurfacing” of Hetfield Avenue be-
tween North and South Avenues over
the Hetfield bridge.

When reached yesterday, Mayor
Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Scotch Plains
Police Chief Brian Mahoney told her
the bridge has been inspected follow-
ing a truck accident last month and
that “everything was fine with the
bridge.” The truck fell on its side just
off the bridge on the Scotch Plains
side of the roadway.

Councilman Huegel said the two
municipalities will be responsible for
buying the construction materials for
the Hetfield paving project, but “the
county will do the work.”

Fanwood’s Lions Club, which raises
most of its funding at the LaGrande
Park Christmas tree sale in December,
presented a series of checks to the
borough’s recreation commission,
public works department, volunteer
fire department, rescue squad,
CommunityEemergency Response
Team and TV 35 (the local access TV
station also received a grant from the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary).

maintains the line, must install con-
stant-warning time devices and
power-out indicators to meet the
safety requirements established un-
der the FRA rules.

The warning device adjusts for the
speed of a train and causes the gates
to close when the train is a certain
time away from the crossing. The
indicators tell the engineers that the
gates and bells are not working and
that they should blow the horns.

In accordance with the last steps of
establishing a quiet zone, Westfield
will conduct traffic and train counts.
Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
council’s Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee, said the
equipment installation should be fin-
ished by August, and that by Septem-
ber, the quiet zone will be fully estab-
lished.

“It’s going to be a substantial im-
provement in the quality of life for
residents in the area,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said. Making the $50,000 payment to
Conrail for installation of the neces-
sary equipment is a “significant step
to pushing the ball over the line,” he
said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Train Whistle
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SP Lawsuit

against the agreement. The mayor
cast the tie breaking “yes” vote to
pass the measure.

Councilman Vyaz said he was vot-
ing no because he did not “think it’s a
good deal” as the MOU is  drafted.

Council President MacDermott
said she is “vehemently against a
bond” or increasing the tax burden in
a year when the borough had to lay
off borough employees. She stated
her trust in the county to deliver a
good project, as she “know(s) how
much they care about open space.”

Mayor Thoms told The Times that
he has been working with the county
on this issue since 2007 and that he
“believe(s) it was a decision that
should be made by (the) council” as it
was the “best informed.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NP Park Sale
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Alex Deduck Receives
Eagle Scout Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alex Deduck
of Scotch Plains received his Eagle
Scout Award at a Court of Honor held
on May 9. Alex is a member of Troop
73 sponsored by Holy
Trinity Church in
Westfield.

He passed his Eagle
Board of Review last
August and just com-
pleted his freshman
year at Clarkson Uni-
versity in Potsdam, NY,
in the civil/environ-
mental engineering
program.

Alex’s Eagle Scout
project was to build a
garden and meditation
area at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

He attended Winnebago,
Allamuchy and NoBeBoSco scout
camps, the Naval Academy’s Merit
Badge Jamboree and visited West
Point for the Annual Scout Day foot-
ball game. His first high adventure
trip was the troop’s bi-annual journey
to Ireland started by his first Scout-

master, Rob Whitehead.
As part of the Patriot Path Council’s

contingent, Alex attended Philmont
Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M. He

spent 12 days back-
packing over 80 miles
through the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains.
There was also a side
trip to Pike’s Peak,
white-water rafting on
the Colorado River and
a visit to the Air Force
Academy. The next
summer Alex went on
the troop’s 100-mile,
two-week canoe trip
through Algonquin Pro-
vincial Park in Canada
led by Scoutmaster

Alec Ireland.
Alex was elected and served as

Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol leader
in Troop 73. He continued in Scout-
ing even with his responsibilities as
captain of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School ice hockey team, where
he earned him a Hobey Baker Award
for Sportsmanship and Character.

Alex Deduck

The most
creative and 

on Earth!

Locally owned and operated with prideOrder on line: cheeburger.com

WESTFIELD  251 North Avenue West  908-233-0410
Located in the Westfield Train Station parking lot

What a value!
CheePlatter
CheePlatter

Turkey Burgers,
Turkey Wraps,
Turkey Platters
Turkey Salads!
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®

$5 off $25 $3 off $15

Dine in only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
When you order $15 or more, get $3 off - not including tax or tip. 

One coupon per customer per visit. No cash value.
Valid at the Westfield Cheeburger location only. Expires 8-15-09.

Dine in only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
When you order $25 or more, get $5 off - not including tax or tip. 

One coupon per customer per visit. No cash value.
Valid at the Westfield Cheeburger location only. Expires 8-15-09.

Choose from 25 FREE

A Cheeburger 
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Dessert!

Your choice of at least
25

on your burger, 
grilled chicken
and grilled
cheese!

Pick from 5 
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platters!
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fun restaurant

Ask for our 
shake of the day!

Shake flavor
combinations! Toppings Plus a Free Sauce!
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FREE Toppings!
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Mouse Mountain

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road • Watchung, NJ 07069 

(908) 756-7623 • valleyfurnitureshop.com
Store Hours: Mon-Sat. 10-5:30 • Thurs. til 7 • Sun. 1-5

July Clearance Sale
Save 35 to 70%*

July Stickley Mission Sale
Fine Quality Furniture, Accessories,

Bedding Closeouts, Fabric Remnants

Summer Upholstery Sale Savings to 40%
Refinishing & Reupholstery Sale

10% Off New Work - Labor Cost Only

50-70% Off Select Dining Sets
Stickley, Henkel Harris, Kindel, John Widdicomb, and French Heritage

*Savings off Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Prices

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

Freeholders Set to Award
$1.4 Mil. for Masker’s Barn

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is set to vote to award a $1.4-million
contract to Schtiller and Plevy of
Newark for the restoration of
Masker’s Barn in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville, a section of Berke-
ley Heights.

Director of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Joseph
Graziano told the freeholders last
Thursday that bids were received for
the project, with the low bid coming
in $137,000 under the budgeted
amount.

He said the project would be funded
from a $426,000 New Jersey Historic
Preservation Trust Fund grant,
awarded in 1995, as well as $344,000
from the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund and $638,000 in unspent
money from other capital budget ac-
counts.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella asked about the
county’s overall strategy on restora-
tion of the Deserted Village, an
1800’s mill town, farming commu-
nity and a one-time summer resort.
He said he did not want the county
restoring buildings on a “case-by-
case basis.”

Mr. Graziano said the county is
currently undertaking a “structural
study” on the 10 buildings that en-
compass Feltville.

“We are waiting to hear back from
them if these things are structurally
sound or what we have to do to these
buildings that are up there,” Mr.
Graziano said. He said Masker’s Barn
was not part of that study.

He said the county must start to
spend the state grant by September
2010, or it will lose the money.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, the
board’s liaison on the county’s Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Trust
Fund, said the freeholders want to
review the study to see what the total
restoration of the buildings would
cost “because some of the costs could
be prohibitive on some of the other
structures.”

Feltville, which is located in the
Watchung Reservation, includes
eight homes, a combination general
store and church building and a car-
riage house located off Glenside
Avenue, according to an article for
the Union County 150th Anniver-
sary Magazine by Dan Bernier, di-
rector of park planning and mainte-
nance for the county.

Previous New Jersey Historic Trust
Fund grants awarded for Feltville in-
cluded $281,940, in 1990, for the
stabilization of the 10 buildings and
$409,175, in 1992, for the rehabilita-
tion and conversion of the church and
store into a visitors’ center.

Ron Zuber, assistant director of
recreation, said the Deserted Vil-
lage structural study is being under-
taken by the county’s office of build-
ing services in the engineering de-
partment. He said staff has taken
precautions to ensure the safety of
visitors to the village and its bridle
paths. Utilities such as water, elec-
tric and gas were installed a few
years ago.

Mr. Zuber said initially, the project
sparked the interest of 22 firms that
picked up bid specs, but only 11 of
those companies met the qualifica-

tions specified by the county. Nine of
the 11 firms submitted bids ranging
from $1.4 to just under $2.1 million.
The county had budgeted $1.5 mil-
lion for the project.

In other business, Human Services
Department Director Frank Guzzo
requested a resolution for a $3.9-
million contract with the New Jersey
Department of Corrections for drug
rehabilitative services for 160 Union
County jail inmates on a daily basis at
Delanney Hall in Newark. He said the
state picks up the entire cost of the
contract. The cost is $100,000 lower
than last year.

Mr. Guzzo said the agreement is
based on an average of 162 inmates
per day at a reimbursement cost of
$65 per inmate.

Another resolution would in-
crease the contract to the law firm
of Bauch, Zucker, Hatfield, LLC. in
Springfield by another $10,000 to
$30,000 in the case of Catherine
Alexander vs. Union County. Ms.
Alexander was terminated as the
county’s environmental engineer in
2007. A state appeals court panel
ruled that Ms. Alexander is entitled
to job skills training benefits from
the county.

She sued the county in January
2008 claiming her dismissal was in
retaliation for her contacting state
officials  for the county’s alleged non-
action to  what she claimed were
encroachments by a private property
owners onto county parkland.

The resolutions are expected to be
on the freeholders’ agenda for action
for the Thursday, July 30, meeting.
The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE...Retired United States Navy Captain Joseph
Duff Scotch Plains recently attended a reception by United States Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) for  those young people nominated by the Senator to
attend the four U.S. military academies.

SP’s Capt. Duff Attends
Sen. Menendez Reception

HUD Awards $61.23 M
For Affordable Housing

WASHINGTON – U.S. Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) Sec-
retary Shaun Donovan has awarded
$61,243,670 to jump start affordable
housing programs in New Jersey that
are currently stalled due to the cur-
rent economic recession. Funded
through American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009 (Recovery
Act), HUD’s new Tax Credit Assis-
tance Program (TCAP) will allow
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency to resume funding of
affordable rental housing projects
across the state while stimulating
employment in the construction
trades, according to a HUD press
release.

“The intended purpose of the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act is
to jumpstart the nation’s ailing
economy, with a primary focus on
creating and saving jobs in the near
term,” Mr. Donovan said. “The fund-
ing being awarded today is an impor-
tant step in achieving the goal of put-
ting American people back to work
while at the same time providing qual-
ity, affordable housing options for low-
income families at a time when it is
needed more than ever.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — United
States Navy Retired Captain Joseph
W. Duff of Scotch Plains recently
attended a reception hosted by United
States Senator Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) in his offices in Newark.

Senator Menendez hosted this
meeting to recognize and congratu-
late those young men and women
who received his nominations to the
four U.S. Military Academies and
accepted their appointments to the
classes of 2013.

Recognizing the efforts demon-
strated by the appointees, Mr.
Menendez encouraged them to take
full advantage of the opportunities
being given to them to get superior
educations and become professional
officers in one of the “finest military
organizations in the world.”

The Senator also expressed his spe-
cial thanks to the parents and rela-
tives of the appointees for the support
given by them and his thanks also to
the many volunteers who served on
the Senator’s Academy Review
Boards, including Capt. Duff, which
performed the screening of all appli-
cants seeking nominations.

Captain Duff has also served on
Academy Review Boards for U.S.
Senator Frank Lautenberg and retired
U.S. Congressman Michael Ferguson.

Captain Duff has served as a Naval
Academy Information Officer (most
often referred to as Blue and Gold
Officers) for 35 years in local areas,
providing advice and counsel to those
interested in the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He can be contacted at
jduff50@verizon.net.

establish a “Choose New Jersey En-
ergy” campaign which would lever-
age New Jersey’s skilled workforce,
technology base, manufacturing base
and port facilities to make New Jersey
a leader in manufacturing renewable
energy to market and sell New Jersey’s
resources and potential to energy pro-
ducers, innovators and developers.

The Christie plan also establishes a
“Renew NJ” to consolidate all renew-
able energy manufacturing efforts by
focussing on the promotion of the
state’s resources and the development
of renewable energy manufacturing.
His plan would move all economic
development efforts related to renew-
able energy from the Board of Public
Utilities to “Renew NJ” which , Mr.
Christie said, would serve as a one-
stop shop for companies to promote
the state, market to prospective energy
manufacturers to deliver grants, loans
and other state incentives.

Also, Mr. Christie said he would
offer a tax credit up to 100 percent of
the corporate business taxes or the
insurance premium tax for any wind
turbine and manufacturing facility
that locates in New Jersey. He said
the state would create higher-paying
clean energy production jobs in his
first four years as governor.

Mr. Christie also said he would install
solar farms on every landfill. He said
there are 800 active and closed landfills
covering 10,500 acres in the state.

The candidate also said he would
make it easier for prospective solar
developers to site and build these facili-
ties by removing local land use approv-
als such as use variances or zoning
change requests.

Chris Christie Announces
‘Energy as Industry Plan’

PARSIPPANY — Chris Christie
announced his Energy as Industry Plan
via online networking sites. The video
features Mr. Christie speaking directly
to New Jerseyans about his commit-
ment to expand renewable energy pro-
duction as the foundation of the state’s
economic future. The Christie Plan
highlights ways to increase solar and
wind production not just as a way to
increase energy efficiency.

He said as governor he would meet
with foreign and domestic compa-
nies to convince them that New Jer-
sey is the place to manufacture en-
ergy. Mr. Christie said he would also

Correction
An article published last week in

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times regarding the
county dog park incorrectly reported
the name of the Union County engi-
neer. His name is Tom Mineo.

WF’s Scott Davis Joins
Bergen CPA Firm

WESTFIELD — Scott Davis of
Westfield has joined the Bergen
County-based certified public ac-
counting firm Hunter Group as a prin-
cipal in the firm, effective June 1.
Most recently, he was the director of
property tax services for
PriceWaterhouseCoopers.

A graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law, Mr. Davis earned
his Judicial Doctorate degree in 1990
from the Seton Hall University School
of Law. He also earned a Master of
Science degree in Taxation from Se-
ton Hall University, and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting from
the University of Bridgeport.

Prior to his association with
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, he was
national director of property tax ser-
vices for Grant Thornton, LLP. Ear-
lier, he was employed with Deloitte
and Touche, LLP.

County Clerk Warns of
Scam on Home Deeds
ELIZABETH – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi is again warning home
owners and owners of commercial
property in the county to beware of
people who offer to sell them a certi-
fied copy of the deed to their property.
Some of these companies are target-
ing non-English-speaking
homeowners, Ms. Rajoppi said.

Property owners can obtain a certi-
fied copy from the clerk’s office for
less than $20. She said scam artists
are charging $79.50 or more for the
same deed. Consumers who receive
solicitations to buy a deed are invited
to contact the state’s Division of Con-
sumer Affairs at (973) 504-6200 to
file a complaint.

White House Forms Lawmakers Panel
To Push National Health Reform

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Health and Human Services (HHS)
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and
White House Office of Health Re-
form Director Nancy-Ann DeParle
have announced the establishment of
State Legislators for Health Reform.

“These leaders see why we need
health reform every day because they
are living in communities where fami-
lies and businesses are struggling with
skyrocketing health care costs,” Sec-
retary Sebelius  said. “State Legisla-
tors know first-hand how the high
cost of care is impacting their state
budget and forcing incredibly tough
choices.”

State Legislators for Health Re-
form will host public events, author
opinion pieces in local publications,
and use their established networks to
organize constituents in support of
health reform. Those states repre-
sented at a recent forum were Iowa,
Massachusetts, Montana, Maryland,
Arizona, Connecticut, Georgia,

Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico,
Washington, Wisconsin, Texas, Ten-
nessee, New York, Illinois, Pennsyl-
vania, and New Hampshire,

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) has voiced his “strong
opposition” to healthcare reform legisla-
tion currently being crafted in the House
of Representatives that he said would cost
$1.5 trillion to implement while raising
taxes on “tens of thousands of New
Jerseyeans.”

“The proposed $1.5-trillion healthcare
reform measure that raises taxes on New
Jerseyeans while adding to our already
ballooning deficit is a non-starter,” Mr.
Lance said. The non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) recently es-
timated that the House healthcare over-
haul bill would cost $1.5 trillion over 10
years. According to a number of news
outlets, the House tax-writing Ways and
Means Committee plans to help pay for
the measure by raising taxes on people
earning $250,000 or more and taxing
sugary beverages.

For his part, Mr. Lance said he has
introduced the “Medical Rights and Re-
form Act” – legislation that he said ap-
plies “common-sense centrist principles”
to the health care debate by lowering
costs and expanding access without com-
promising the doctor-patient relationship,
jeopardizing the quality of American
medicine or raising taxes on the Ameri-

 $1.5 Tril. Healthcare
 Bill ‘A Non-Starter’

can people.
Mr. Lance said he supports healthcare

reform that allows Americans who like
their plans to keep them and one that
ensures that patients and doctors – not
government bureaucrats – stay in charge
of critical, personal medical decisions.
Earlier this summer, Mr. Lance offered a
proposal to reduce costs, expand access,
and increase the quality of care in a way
Americans can afford – without new taxes,
costly mandates, or a government take-
over.

The bill also expands access to Ameri-
cans without health insurance by provid-
ing greater incentives to small businesses
to cover their employees; encouraging
state-centered insurance markets re-
forms; giving low-income families the
option to use public funds to purchase
private health insurance plans; enhanc-
ing Health Savings Accounts; allowing
young adults to remain dependents on
their parent’s plan; and expanding rural
health care programs.

“My healthcare proposal is a better
way toward real reform without raising
taxes on New Jersey’s working families,
adding to federal debt or jeopardizing
employer-provided health coverage,” Mr.
Lance said.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Rumors Have Randall Pinkett
As Corzine’s  Lt. Gov. Top Pick
Speculation has centered around

Randall Pinkett this week as the pos-
sible selection by Governor Jon
Corzine to serve as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, according to media reports in-
cluding The New York Post. Mr.
Pinkett, the chief executive officer of
BCT Partners, a Newark-based man-
agement, technology and policy con-
sulting firm, was the winner of NBC’s
“Apprentice” in 2004.

The Star-Ledger reported that Sena-
tors Barbara Buono (LD-18, Edison)
and Loretta Weinberg (LD-17,
Teaneck) are also being considered
for the no. 2 spot on Mr. Corzine’s
ticket.

GOP Gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie is said to be considering Sena-
tor Diane Allen (LD-7, Burlington),
Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini
(LD-11, Wall Township), Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), Bergen County Clerk
Kathleen Donovan and Monmouth
County Sheriff Kim Guadagno. The
deadline to file lieutenant governor
candidates is Monday, July 27.

Mark Boyd Opts Not to Run
As Lt. Gov. With Daggett

Former Westfield resident and ex-
labor commissioner Mark Boyd has
dropped his name from consideration
as the lieutenant governor pick for
independent gubernatorial candidate
Chris Daggett, according to
inthelobby.net. Mr. Boyd is the presi-
dent and CEO of Goodwill Industries
of Southern New Jersey and Phila-
delphia. Mr. Boyd has said he sup-
ports the elimination of county gov-
ernment to reduce property taxes. Mr.
Daggett formerly served as commis-
sioner of the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
and was regional administrator of the
federal government’s Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

Fair Haven Mayor Announces
Bid Against Rep. Rush Holt

Fair Haven Mayor Mike Halfacre,
a Republican, launched his bid for
Congress in the 12th District last
week. He is looking to unseat Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th, Hopewell Twp.),
politickernj.com has reported. Mr.
Halfacre has raised $35,000 thus far
and said he needed to increase that
number to between $500,000 and $1
million. Democrats hold eight of New
Jersey’s 13 Congressional districts.

NY Senate Stalemate Ends;
GOP Challenges Lt. Gov. Pick
The 31-31 New York State Senate

stalemate ended last week when Sena-
tor Pedro Espada, Jr., a Democrat
from the Bronx, went back to the
Democratic caucus, according to The
New York Times. He and Senator
Hiram Monserrate, a Democrat from
Queens, had left the caucus thus giv-
ing the GOP control of the upper
house. The GOP had lost power this
past November after nearly 70 years.

The action of the two senators
resulted in a month-long stalemate
and prompted Governor David Pater-
son to name former Metropolitan
Transportation Authority chairman
Richard Ravitch as lieutenant gover-
nor where he would serve as the
presiding officer of the Senate. The
GOP has challenged that decision in
court. Mr. Espada has been named
majority leader while Democrat
Malcolm Smith will serve as Senate
president. Both positions had tradi-
tionally been combined, The Times
reported.

County Showcases
Green Boot Camp

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County officials were set to hold
show off their new “Green Boot
Camp” for middle school teachers
at press deadline yesterday, July
15.

The camp is a pilot project with
Honeywell, which provided funding
for the program, to develop a green
curriculum for Union County middle
schools. Almost every school district
in the county is sending a teacher to
the camp.

Educators from  Union County Vo-
cational-Technical School’s Academy
for Information Technology devel-
oped the program.

The Green Boot Camp is an in-
tensive five-day, hands-on inter-
active program designed to help
educators get the latest informa-
tion on teaching green and sus-
tainable concepts to middle school
students.

The program enables teachers to
explore interactive projects such as
designing and building a wind tur-
bine and a solar house. The program
also includes the latest computer-
based technologies for teaching a
green curriculum.

NJ MVC Modernizing
Driving Testing System

Volunteers Sought to Measure Area
Rain and Snow for Weather Network

TRENTON – New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) Act-
ing Chief Administrator Shawn
Sheekey has announced the award
of a contract to overhaul the
agency’s antiquated driver testing
system.

Known as the Driver Assessment
and Road Test Scoring System
(DARTSS), the project will modern-
ize the MVC’s existing Automated
Driver License Testing (ADLT) sys-
tem with a web-based solution that
will provide greater security and im-
proved efficiency for both the knowl-
edge (written) and behind-the-wheel
portions of the test.

“DARTSS is another critical in-
vestment in our technological infra-
structure,” Mr. Sheekey said. “As one
of our core services, it is essential that
we have an efficient and effective
driver testing program. Modernizing
the existing, outdated system allows
us to, once again, make good on the
promise we made back in 2003 to
improve motor vehicle services in

New Jersey.”
The competitively awarded project

is expected to run from July 2009
through late spring 2010. The project
will introduce a new system that inte-
grates real time information sharing
with more efficient data capturing,
fraud prevention mechanisms, user-
friendly testing and most importantly,
reliability.

Under DARTSS, the MVC’s
knowledge test will utilize new, net-
worked PCs with centralized access
to allow for improved management
of tests and scheduling. The testing
process will feature a number of
security measures to prevent cheat-
ing, including randomized tests
unique to each applicant.

The MVC’s road test will see
changes as well, including the in-
troduction of GPS tracking to pre-
vent fraud, as well as the use of
lightweight tablet PCs by examin-
ers, which will automate testing ad-
ministrative processes such as scor-
ing.

AREA — The Community Col-
laborative Rain, Hail, and Snow Net-
work (CoCoRaHS) is looking for
volunteer weather observers in the
local area. CoCoRaHS is a nation-
wide volunteer precipitation-observ-
ing network that began operating in
New Jersey in 2008.

The precipitation monitoring pro-
gram has more than 10,000 active
volunteer observers in 46 states and
well over 100 in New Jersey, ac-
cording to a CoCoRaHS press re-
lease. Based out of the Office of the
New Jersey State Climatologist at
Rutgers University, CoCoRaHS is
looking for volunteers from Union
County to take a few minutes to
report the amount of rain or snow
that has fallen in their backyards
each day.

All that is required to participate
is a four-inch diameter plastic rain
gage, a ruler to measure snow, an
Internet-connected computer, and
most importantly, the desire to
watch and report weather condi-
tions.

The data is used by hydrologists
and meteorologist to warn about the
potential impacts of flood and
drought.

“Weather matters to everybody –
meteorologists, car and crop insur-
ance companies, outdoor enthusiasts

and homeowners,” according to
CoCoRaHS founder and national di-
rector Nolan Doesken. “Precipitation
is perhaps the most important, but
also the most highly variable element
of our climate.”

CoCoRaHS volunteers are asked
to read their rain gage or measure any
snowfall at the same time each day,
preferably between 5 and 9 a.m.).
Measurements are then entered by
the observer on the CoCoRaHS
website where they can be viewed in
tables and maps. Training is provided
for CoCoRaHS observers, either
through online training modules, or
preferably, in group training sessions
that are held at different locations
around New Jersey.

Anyone interested in signing up or
learning more about the program can
visit http://www.cocorahs.org.

Plf. Center Gets Funds
PLAINFIELD — Senator Frank

Lautenberg (D-NJ) has announced
that 20 New Jersey health centers will
receive $16,987,384 to address facil-
ity and equipment. Funding is pro-
vided by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Neighborhood Health Services
Corporation, Inc. of Plainfield received
$1.1 million, the only health center in
the county to receive funding.

Campaign: Marks and Vastine Join
Chris Christie in Downtown Plainfield

PLAINFIELD — Republican candi-
dates for Assembly (LD-22), former
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
William “Bo” Vastine, joined Republi-
can Gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie in Plainfield Tuesday for a tour
of the central business district and inter-
action with merchants and patrons.

Mr. Christie, commenting if he had a
chance to beat Jon Corzine in the urban
centers, said that he did not think whether
winning a plurality of votes in cities like
Plainfield was as important as the central
theme of his visit; that one of the keys to
the resurgence of our state is the vitaliza-
tion of these cities. He issued his urban
plan: the four main components are: Im-
prove the quality of urban schools and
expand educational opportunities; Pro-
vide affordable, quality housing for those
who need it most; Make our cities attrac-
tive to business and job growth; Improve
public safety and cut violent crime.

Mayor Marks said, “To say we re-
ceived a warm reception from the mer-
chants and patrons we encountered would
be an understatement. In fact, most of the
shop owners and patrons we spoke with
seemed to show relief more than anything
as candidates for Governor and the Gen-

eral Assembly were finally showing an
interest in their efforts to thrive. Many
related a struggle to survive because of
the adverse business climate here in New
Jersey that has overtaxed and over regu-
lated them for far too long. Public safety
was also a recurring theme as the mer-
chants explained that if they themselves
were not victims of crime, the threat of
crime certainly keeps potential patrons
and clients away.”

Bo Vastine said, “Having been a resi-
dent of Plainfield, I certainly understand
the plight of the residents and business
merchants here. For too long they have
been taken for granted by the Democrat
Party and Asm. Jerry Green and Asw.
Linda Stender in particular. Children are
forced into failing schools, crime and
unemployment rates far exceed state and
national averages, a vital life line to health
care (Muhlenberg Hospital) has been
closed, and far too many residents live
below the poverty level.”

He said, “Chris Christie’s message,
and our message, is one that tells these
New Jersey citizens that there is hope for
them and they no longer have to be taken
for granted by uncaring politicians. As
Chris said today, ‘Help is on the way.’”
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Council Meetings Are for Business,
Not for Campaigning for Office

Mayor of Elizabeth and County Sheriff
Should Follow Monmouth, Morristown

Chairman Thanks Those for Making
Scotch Plains Block Party Great

Writer Calls Lance ‘A Disgrace’
For ‘Yes’ Vote on Cap and Trade

Letters to the Editor

Regarding the Westfield Council meet-
ing of July 7, 2009, – It’s interesting how
Mr. Brennan keeps exhibiting the same
inappropriate behavior time and time again.
For someone to continue to try to use the
forum of our town council meetings for
their own personal soapbox is disturbing
and makes me question how genuine any-
thing else this candidate says or does.

I find it ironic that he makes these
comments the same night that council-
man Caruana announces that the town has
achieved an AAA bond rating this week
from S&P. Apparently the mayor’s bud-
get process is getting great results. There’s
no logic in someone making the same
mistake over and over again and expect-
ing a different result. I find it equally
disturbing that Mr. Bigosinski chimes in
for what can only be the same purpose

For years, I have observed that Mayor
Skibitsky has always been accessible,
open and more that willing to speak to me
as well as hundreds of other residents
when we make arrangements through his
office. I have attended many town coun-
cil and various town commission meet-
ings. Until just before his recent declara-
tion of candidacy, I don’t recall seeing
Mr. Brennan at any of them — much less
the “countless council meetings” he states
he has attended.

While I don’t doubt that he has at-
tended any, it is interesting that he has
been absent from what makes this town
tick for years. Actions speak louder than
words. Mr. Brennan has said that he will

take the time to go to the finance commit-
tee meetings, but noticed he failed to
show up at the budget hearing in June.
He’s also failed to take the time to vote in
five consecutive school budget elections.
This makes me pause to question what he
is sincere about.

If Mr. Brennan has something to say, I
would suggest that he stop interfering
with the Town of Westfield business
meetings and use the conventional means
of paid advertising. Nine volunteers give
up most every Tuesday night, year after
year, to attend to the matters at hand.
These meetings take so much time from
their families and personal business and
often go late into the night. His personal
agenda only adds to this time that could
be better spent on the business of the day.

Most candidates buy advertising of one
sort or another instead of trying to use the
non-political process for their own pur-
poses. This show of disingenuous con-
duct only confirms my thinking that it is
even more important than ever to support
Andy Skibitsky.

I hope that every citizen will respect
the excellent work done by this collective
body, led by Mayor Skibitsky, and re-
spect the process as well. He has honed
the council into a positive, forward-mov-
ing group. Despite attempts to derail this,
I am pleased to see our mayor keep out of
the muck and mire that some try to drag
him into.

Deborah Burslem
Westfield

Last Thursday, the Scotch Plains Cul-
tural Arts Committee sponsored its Sec-
ond annual Block Party on Park Avenue
in downtown Scotch Plains. It was a great
event attended by over 1,000 people of all
ages. It was a beautiful, cool evening
conducive to a great outdoor party. I want
to take this opportunity to thank the people
who made this event possible.

Thanks to Ray Poerio and the entire
recreation department staff for making
the event possible. Particular thanks go to
Steve Dahl, who coordinated much of the
entire event. Thanks to summer camp
counselors Rebecca VonLangen and Sa-
rah Konzelman for their tireless work at
the always-busy face-painting table.
Thanks also to the police department and
the department of public works for mak-
ing the block party successful.

A very special thank you goes to the
Tavern at the Stage House (delicious
pulled pork sandwiches), Steve’s Sliders
(great hot dogs), Florence Ravioli (excel-
lent ravioli), Portusa BBQ House (excep-
tional chicken legs and fries), and Quick
Stop (great drinks) for providing the food
and drink for the evening. Everything
was presented well and at a very reason-
able price.

The event could not have happened
without the efforts of my fellow Cultural
Arts Committee members. Council liai-

son Mary DePaola, along with Nancy
Barnes, Chuck Beardsley, Jackie
Giardiello, Pat Kane, Liz Mangan and Sal
Trifiro made it possible for the block
party to come off as well as could have
been imagined. They all worked hard the
night of the event to assure its success.

Thanks go to Don Wussler for setting
up a great car show. There were 30 classic
cars on display. I had the privilege of
being one of the judges, along with Mayor
Nancy Malool and recreation commis-
sion chairman Bob Giordanella. If I could
have, I would have given trophies to all
the cars.

Special thanks go to the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation for their gen-
erous support of the block party.

Please join us for the remainder of our
summer program. We have concerts
Thursday evenings beginning with a
children’s show at 7 p.m. followed by the
main performer at 8 p.m. The series runs
each Thursday through August 20 with
the exception of August 6. That Tuesday,
August 4, is National Night Out and we
will have our concert in conjunction with
the police department.

Hope to see everyone at the Village
Green.

Steve Goldberg
Chairman, Scotch Plains Cultural

Arts Committee

Congressman Lance you are a disgrace
to yourself and our district and our coun-
try. Two months ago I presented you with
a Portrait of George Washington with a
plaque which was inscribed “To: Con-
gressman Leonard Lance, Honor, Hon-
esty, Integrity, Loyalty, Character; from
William M. Sanders, president
Mountainside Republican Club.” The pre-
sentation took place at Mountainside
Borough Hall after you addressed our
club meeting. I should have put more into
the fact (as you stated in our meeting) that
you were impressed with the fact that the
Speaker of the House recognized you in a
D.C. restaurant that you were having lunch
in, than your principles (if there are any).

You sir, don’t know what it is to run a
business and the tax burden, which your
vote will put on them. To vote on a bill
that you had not read, and know nothing
about, regarding its impact on not only
our state but the country as a whole is an
absolute disgrace to you and the voters
that put their trust in you.

You sir should not be in office, and I
vow that I will run against you in the next
Republican Primary and kick your butt
out of office, because you are a disgrace
to the words Honor, Honesty, Integrity,
Loyalty, Character.

William Sanders
Mountainside

It’s about time! All law-abiding citi-
zens should be rejoicing at the latest de-
velopment that clears the way for the
Morristown Police Department and the
Monmouth County Sheriff’s Office to
participate in an overhauled federal pro-
gram that allows local officers to act as
immigration agents (Feds let local cops
nab illegals linked to serious crimes, The
Star-Ledger, Saturday, July 11, 2009).

Congratulations and a well-deserved
thank you to Morristown Mayor Donald
Cresitello and Monmouth County Sheriff
Kim Guadagno for having the courage to
take on this out-of-control foreign-free-
for-all that is illegal immigration and
standing up for the rule of law and the
American people.

Elizabeth Mayor Christian Bollwage
and Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
would do well to follow the example of
their respective counterparts. It is quite

obvious that Elizabeth/Union County is
also plagued by the illegal immigration
mess, yet the mayor is in denial and the
sheriff seems more concerned about fin-
gerprinting children and locating senile
seniors – both of which are fine endeav-
ors, but do nothing to address a safe com-
munity law enforcement issue such as the
illegal immigration invasion that is plagu-
ing our communities. It is sad, shameful,
outrageous and disgraceful that these two
“see, hear, and speak no evil” politicians
lack the courage to buck political correct-
ness. They sit on their hands while the rule
of law is tossed out the window, and the
voice of the American people is ignored.
Open your eyes, gentlemen. Take a look
at the inscription above the front entrance
to the Union County Courthouse. It reads,
in part, Vox Populi. Get it?

Joseph Doherty
Elizabeth

Who Is to Dictate Which SAT Prep
Courses Help Students in Westfield?

As a concerned parent, I would like to
share the following experience with other
concerned parents and their teens.

Last year my son graduated WHS with
a perfect GPA and is now a sophomore at
an Ivy League school. Before he took the
SATs, he enrolled in a SAT prep course
offered by WHS. The course offered a
review of material already covered by the
curriculum, but offered little to improve
test-taking strategy.

In the summer before my son’s senior
year, I received an e-mail from a former
WHS student alerting me to a SAT prep
course, the Ivy Insiders. It seemed inno-
vative and interesting, and it was rela-
tively inexpensive. I was sorry that I did
not find out about it sooner.

This year, when my son was looking
for summer employment, I suggested that
he apply for a position with Ivy Insiders.
He was offered a position as a SAT tutor
and completed a rigorous training pro-
gram. He visited WHS guidance counse-
lors and explained how the program works.
He offered to give students a free infor-
mation session and negotiated a rental
contract with the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation to teach the classes on the premises
of WHS. He sent e-mails to WHS stu-

dents to inform them that there is a viable
option to improve their SAT scores.

He was immediately contacted by the
PTSO and told him that he cannot send e-
mails to WHS students as the directory is
private, that the claim that the course
increases SAT score is untrue and that the
PTSO contacted their attorneys. An e-
mail was sent by the PTSO to WHS
students to disregard all Ivy Insiders’ e-
mails. The room for his free event was
cancelled and the Westfield Board of
Education voided the  rental contract.

Westfield was always a community
conscious of quality education. As a mat-
ter of fact, the quality of schools was the
main reason my family moved to
Westfield some 20 years ago. It defies all
logic, and it is beyond my comprehension
why the PTSO and the Board of Educa-
tion would go to such an extent to pre-
clude WHS students from an opportunity
to find an effective and inexpensive way
to improve their SAT scores.

Did we become so complacent that we
allow others to make choices for us with-
out exploring all options?

Marie Friedman
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Drawk – Coarse weeds growing in

grain; wild oats
2. Fermillet – A buckle or clasp
3. Timbrology – The science or study

of postage stamps
4. Imprecation – A curse

LAPIN
1. A sort of coarse canvas
2. Shiny; glossy
3. Rabbit fur used in imitation of more

valuable skins
4. To whip or lash

LEFE
1. Friendly; likeable
2. In Scots law, a legal stay of proceed-

ings
3. The head of a household in France
4. Loved one; a friend

PARGET
1. A grimace
2. Very pale or faded
3. Plaster or wall coating
4. An illustration for a book

MEAR
1. Topsoil
2. A boundary
3. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
4. A horsefly

In Fact, It Does Not Contain Any
Additional Cost…At All

It’s been about 10 years now that the open space
tax has been in effect.

The State of New Jersey started it in 1998. Scotch
Plains got on the bandwagon and started one in
November 1999. The county’s open space tax was
started in 2000. From our archives:

1998 Letter to the Editor: Yes Vote on Second
Question Will Keep New Jersey Green Into 21st
Century and Beyond – by (former State Senate
President) Donald DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains.

“In January of this year, in my annual State of the
Senate address, I announced that open space pres-
ervation would be the State Legislature’s top prior-
ity in 1998…securing a stable source of funding to
protect New Jersey’s remaining farmland and open
spaces before they are lost forever.

“…everyone could agree this was the best plan to
preserve the beauty of the Garden State for our
children and for our grandchildren. Even estab-
lished, densely populated counties, such as Union
County, can benefit from a statewide Open Space
Preservation Program.

“…the legislation can be used to maintain and
beautify existing parkland and reserves, and can
even create open spaces and recreational areas
where there once were abandoned buildings or
empty lots…

“Passing ballot question No. 1 will allow us to
protect New Jersey’s open spaces without raising
taxes. In fact, it does not contain any additional cost
to the taxpayer at all. The proposal relies on $98
million a year for the next 10 years from existing
sales tax revenue to purchase open space, farmland
and historic sites, as well as to provide a total of $1
billion dedicated to protecting these natural re-
sources….

“…Let us support this initiative to ensure a greener
New Jersey and a better quality of life for us all.”

October 28, 1999, Open Space Recreation Trust
Fund: “The question reads: ‘Shall the Township of
Scotch Plains consider establishing a Municipal
Open Space Recreation Trust Fund to be used
exclusively for the purposes of acquiring, develop-
ing, maintaining and administering land for preser-
vation as open space in order to protect drinking
water sources, provide recreation or assist in the
acquisition of same or the administration of pro-
grams serving the same purposes within the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains to be funded at a rate not to
exceed $.02 per $100 of total municipal real prop-
erty valuation.’ ($187,000 for 10 years,
$2,000,000).”

July 6, 2000 Creation Of A County-Wide, 2 Cent
Tax Per $100 Of Assessed Valuation. “That rate

would channel $6.5 million into a Union County
Open Space Trust Fund each year. The tax would
represent an average increase to taxpayers of $70 in
Westfield, $47 in Scotch Plains, $33 in Fanwood
and $62 in Mountainside, according to published
information attributed to the committee’s report.
The tax would generate $65 million for the county
over 10 years, to be used for development of the
county’s parks and recreation system, for the ac-
quisition of open space for the county and for towns
to purchase open space and develop local parks.”

In our opinion, it’s time to take a look at just what
these open space taxes have achieved. Maybe it’s
time to get rid of them and realign our priorities.

Has this money really gone to where the people
with good intentions envisioned? Was it your vision
to preserve land for trees, plants, animals and people?
Or was your vision to use the taxes to turf it over with
plastic? Where was the commitment to use the sales
tax for open space – or to use the recent increase in
sales tax for property relief, for that matter?

The county’s open space tax has now grown to
$12 million a year. Most of us are not aware that this
money is used as a down payment, like a mortgage
– and we don’t know how much the county and
other governments have borrowed against these
taxes.

In New Providence, the county offers to spend
$3.5 million of open space taxes for park improve-
ments and a turf field – but the county wants the
town to turn over the deed to the land. The town
council narrowly approved a “memorandum of
understanding” Monday night in front of over 200
citizens in attendance demanding a referendum on
the matter.

The citizens in New Providence are upset; some
say that the county is taxing them, and then using
the tax to buy their land. There is a point here that
we can see.

Clark last year turned over land to the county for
park development. The Seville property in Scotch
Plains, a tax ratable property for the township then,
was taken off the books a couple of years ago when
it was bought by county open space tax money.

And just how much do Westfield and Summit, the
largest taxpayers to the county, get out of the open
space tax? There is no open space fund prospects in
Westfield.

Maybe this whole program should be reviewed
and reconsidered.

 After all, we were told, “…protect New
Jersey’s open spaces without raising taxes. In
fact, it does not contain any additional cost to
the taxpayer at all.”

What Matters
Is The Humanity

President Nixon. Governor Sanford of
South Carolina. Governor Blagojevich of
Illinois. Governor McGreevey of New
Jersey. Governor Spitzer of New York.
Former Senator and Presidential candi-
date Edwards. Bernard Madoff, the fin-
ancier. They had it all. Power. Fame.
Celebrity. Fortune. Position. Respect.
Honorary degrees. By society’s false val-
ues, they were successful.

True success, however, is something
quite different. It cannot be quantified
and rarely makes the headlines. Being a
good and loving parent and spouse. Being
decent and more than decent to people.
Enjoying an aria from La Traviata or a
poem by Keats or the fragrance of a rose
on a summer’s evening. Growing Silver
Queen corn.

William Wordsworth, the English poet,
in 1807 wrote against the false values of
society. “The world is too much with us;
late and soon getting and spending, we
lay waste our powers; Little we see in
Nature that is ours; We have given our
hearts away, a sordid boon!”

The English poet Percy Bysshe Shelley
wrote in Ozymandias, “And on the pedes-
tal these words appear: My name is
Ozymandias, King of Kings: “Look on
my works, ye mighty, and despair!” Noth-
ing beside remains. Round the decay of
that colossal wreck, boundless and bare,
the lone and level sands stretch far away.”

There was the ancient Roman custom
of having someone ride in the chariot with
the conquering hero and whisper in his
ear that fame is fleeting. In the very last
scene of the movie Patton, we hear George
Scott as Patton mention this ancient Ro-
man custom.

He and Wordsworth and Shelley knew
as thinking and feeling people know to-
day that what matters is the humanity of
the individual.

Stephen Shoeman
Westfield

Lance Thanked for
Voting for Energy Bill
I would like to thank my congressman,

Leonard Lance, for his yes vote on the
American Clean Energy and Security Act
(H.R. 2454). Mr. Lance represents a new,
more modern, more progressive GOP. He
is not beholden to the Bush-Cheney-Palin
Big Oil interests. Mr. Lance recognizes
that the planet is warming, human beings
are responsible for its warming, and hu-
man beings must fix it.

We are all going to need to make some
sacrifices to save the planet. Those who
don’t want to make those sacrifices are
simply selfish. Although I did not vote for
Mr. Lance in 2008, he has my vote in
2010 should he seek re-election.

William McKinney
Westfield

Fast Food Is Not Right
Concept for Westfield
Following up on my comments to

Westfield’s Town Council at the July 7,
2009, public meeting, I’d like to reem-
phasize several points.

A new fast food restaurant sponsored
by the Subway Corp. is scheduled to be
opened at the corner of Quimby Street
and Central Avenue, in the heart of
Westfield’s central business district. This
type of venture is a departure for
Westfield’s downtown retail makeup and
should be studied and reviewed by the
town council with sufficient public input
prior to anything final.

There are several problems that come
to mind. One is the prime location where
it will be – an entranceway leading into
the downtown and the first ward residen-
tial area. Another is that the concept of
fast food, although tasty, has not been a
part of Westfield’s downtown growth and
heritage through the years. Also, these
types of restaurants seem to follow each
other into an area. We are all urged to take
an interest in this matter and let our voices
be heard.

John Devitt
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Sponsored by:

The Westfield recreation 

department

908.789.4080

Come out and enjoy the broadway

sounds of Nicolas king -  The 18 

year old singing sensation –

concert – bring your family and

friends – blankets and chairs

(In case of rain - Concert will be 

held in the community room 

 425 E. Broad Street)

WHO: NICOLAS KING

WHAT: SUMMER CONCERT
WHEN: THURSDAY,  JULY 30TH  2009

WHERE: MINDOWASKIN PARK

TIME: 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM

WHY: IT’S SUMMER TIME!

goleadergoleadergoleadergoleadergoleader.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/expressxpressxpressxpressxpress
“Write whatever you want. We'll publish it.”

A paid bulletin board service by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

for those who must get their word out. Ideal for businesses, marketers, candidates, elected
officials, fundraising, public relations, professionals, government and organizations.

EffEffEffEffEffectivectivectivectivective, conve, conve, conve, conve, convenient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.
At yAt yAt yAt yAt your leisure, do it all online at wwwour leisure, do it all online at wwwour leisure, do it all online at wwwour leisure, do it all online at wwwour leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.goleader.goleader.goleader.goleader.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/expressxpressxpressxpressxpress

Express YExpress YExpress YExpress YExpress Yourselfourselfourselfourselfourself
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We represent the seriously injured from

auto, motorcycle, slip and fall, work related

accidents (workers’ compensation), and

medical malpractice. We also handle your

traffic tickets, DWI/DUI and 

criminal matters.

LEGAL QUESTIONS? Give us a call, it’s FREE!

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

On June 26, the House of Representa-
tives passed H.R. 2454, the “American
Clean Energy and Security Act.”

I voted in favor of the American Clean
Energy and Security Act because the leg-
islation greatly benefits New Jersey. The
measure also moves us closer to a na-
tional energy policy that reduces our de-
pendence on foreign oil, ensures our na-
tional security and leads to a path toward
cleaner energy.

Benefits For New Jersey: “New Jersey
would be a big winner under cap and
trade, because emission standards here
already are very stringent, allowing state
firms meeting them to sell carbon or ‘pol-
lution’ credits to others out of state.”
(Daily Record, July 8, 2009)

Much of my support for the energy bill
stemmed from the fact that New Jersey
greatly benefits under the legislation.

New Jersey does well under the bill
because we have invested in new, clean
energy technologies like nuclear power
that have reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions and created thousands of jobs. In
fact, businesses created more than 25,000
such energy-related jobs in New Jersey
alone.

According to the Star-Ledger, New
Jersey is a “big winner” under the energy
bill: “Maps, produced by the GOP leader-
ship, that showed the winners and losers
among the states. New Jersey is a big
winner.”

“One map shows that New Jersey ranks
third behind only California and Wash-
ington State in a possible windfall from
sale of allowances to other states – realiz-
ing $104 million.

“The other map…shows New Jersey
as one of only 10 states that would not
face increased costs for products as a
result of the effort to lower carbon emis-
sions.” (Star-Ledger, July 6, 2009)

The energy bill has been endorsed by a
number of New Jersey’s leading busi-
nesses including PSE&G, DuPont,
Johnson and Johnson and Petra Solar
because they firmly believe the legisla-
tion would strengthen our state economy
through innovative and sustainable job
creation.

Former New Jersey Governor Thomas
H. Kean personally telephoned me to
urge my support for the legislation. I was
honored to have received Governor
Kean’s request.

Leveling The Playing Field: New Jer-
sey and the Northeast are well ahead of
the curve on many of the key elements of
the legislation before the House.

Here at home, the state of New Jersey
is already subject to limits on greenhouse
gas emissions from power plants under
the ten-state Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative. And our state renewable port-
folio standard is more aggressive than the
federal program contained in the bill.

I believe it is time for other states to
follow New Jersey’s leadership and do
their share to set limits on greenhouse gas
emissions and accelerate development of
low-carbon energy sources and green jobs.
By leveling the national playing field,
New Jersey businesses and consumers
will benefit by playing under the same
rules as those in other states.

Also, our air quality will improve as
other states, such as Ohio and Pennsylva-
nia, move toward low-carbon energy
sources.

Cost: There has been much discussion
about the cost of the energy bill should it

Energy Bill Vote Was In
New Jersey’s Best Interest

become law. While there have been both
conservative and liberal analyses of the
bill, I relied upon the following cost-
estimates.

First, the U.S. Department of Energy’s
Energy Information Administration sug-
gested New Jersey residents might see
less than a $50 increase in 10 years, owing
to the fact that the state already has simi-
lar regulations in place.

Second, the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) estimated nation-
ally people would expect to see a $175
increase in annual energy costs by 2020.
This is a national average over the next
decade. New Jersey would not even see
this level of increase because we already
rely heavily on clean energy technology.

After reviewing these two non-parti-
san estimates, I concluded that the costs
to New Jersey’s citizens would be mini-
mal and the benefits great.

Misperceptions Of The Energy Bill: I
have heard from a number of
misperceptions about the energy bill. To
be clear, new and existing houses and
commercial buildings built prior to 2014
would not be affected by provisions in the
energy bill.

The energy bill does address the in-
creased use of nuclear energy. The Nuclear
Energy Institute (NEI.org) representing
our nation’s nuclear industry wrote:

“The nuclear energy industry welcomes
the inclusion of provisions promoting
greater use of clean-energy technologies,
including nuclear energy, as part of the
American Clean Energy and Security Act.
House members are to be commended for
including within H.R. 2454 provisions
that will accelerate deployment of clean-
energy technologies.

“The legislation can help stimulate
construction of the advanced-design
nuclear power plants that our nation needs.
These provisions can help mobilize pri-
vate capital and facilitate debt financing
on reasonable terms for the first wave of
nuclear plant projects to help reduce un-
certainties and ultimately lower the cost
to consumers of the electricity produced
by these new energy facilities.” (NEI
press release, June 26, 2009).

And the energy bill does not add to our
national debt. In fact, the legislation cov-
ers its own costs and actually brings in
revenue for consumers through rebates
and tax credits as well as to invest in more
clean energy and energy efficiency inno-
vation.

In Conclusion: After careful analysis,
including reading the bill and listening to
the floor debate on the subsequent 300-
page amendment, it is my strong view
that my vote in support of the energy bill
was cast with New Jersey’s best interests
in mind and is consistent with my long-
standing record of fiscal and environ-
mental responsibility.
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The Westfield Leader, July 24, 1969
Say Moon Trip Is “Fantastic”

Westfield to the Moon — 250,000 miles.
But the distance was only as far away as
the television set as this community’s
residents, like others throughout the world,
were “glued” to the TVs to watch the
American astronauts’ historic landing on
the moon Sunday afternoon and the sub-
sequent walk on the moon’s surface by
Neil A. Armstrong and Edwin E. Aldrin,
Jr. And the townspeople will continue to
be right with the moon walkers and
Michael Collins as they splash down this
afternoon in the Pacific.

Reactions of Westfielders are typical
of those expressed across the nation, ac-
cording to random interviews conducted
by The Leader. Lights were on all over
town early Monday during the moon’s
initial exploration by man and newsstands
were depleted of papers containing pic-
tures of the epic flight almost before they
could be put out for display.

“Fantastic,” commented most of those
interviewed. “Unbelievable,” “Great.”
“Eliciting.”

“I’m proud and happy to be an Ameri-
can,” said State Senator Frank X.
McDermott of 312 Massachusetts St. Tre-
mendous elation that we were the first to
accomplish this feat was expressed by
Jack Cohen, owner of Made in America at
128 Elm St. He added “that we are on the
threshold of a completely new era and
that monies expended by NASA etc. in
space research will not only be utilized
for this purpose but will assist in improv-
ing the living conditions of mankind as a
whole.”

Richard Slimowitz, pharmacist with
Bond’s Pharmacy at 200 East Broad St.,
claimed the Apollo 11 flight as “a tremen-
dous scientific feat and a credit to Ameri-
can ingenuity. If man can reach the moon,
many of the earth’s problems such as
hunger, overpopulation and war can be
solved.” Mr. Slimowtti said of the televi-
sion “moon spectacular” that “the kids
tried to stay awake and my wife and I
were absolutely amazed that the adven-
tures of Buck Rogers and the fiction of
Arthur Clark, H. G. Wells and Robert
Heinlein was actually taking place.”

The moon shot “has to rank greater
than Viking exploits, Columbus’ travels
or any earth conquest,” comments Leonard
Wyatt of Wyatt Men’s Store. “The brave-
ness of the men should inspire all. We
have to admire all the ingenuity and hope
that it never diminishes.”

“Only a moon walk could keep me
from turning channels to watch my be-
loved Mets,” said Herbert Frits, Westfield
merchant. “But I’m sure I’ll be forgiven
for missing them just once.” (The Mets
split their double-header Sunday.) I might
add,” Mr. Frits continued, that hours after
the walk, we sat fascinated by the heroism
of these men and the history they ware
making.”

“It is unquestionably man’s greatest
technical accomplishment since the be-
ginning of life on our Earth,” said Mr.
Frits. “The many experimental trips taken
by the astronauts assured me that success
would be theirs when the final attempt
would be made.”

Humbly, Dick Edgars of Scott’s of
Westfield, expressed the reaction that
“man on earth it so insignificant.”

“It was a fantastic and proud occa-
sion,” according to Herbert Epstein, shoe
store owner.

Most residents are unanimous in their
praise and prayers for a safe return of the
astronauts. They are divided in their feel-
ings about future apace exploration. “I
wish we could use the NASA talent to
improve our railroads,” quipped William
J. Townsend of 218 Golf Edge.

“Let’s relax a bit and enjoy this one and
take care of our domestic problems first,”

said Mrs. Betty Piller of 833 Edgar Rd., a
secretary.

C M. Metcalf of 824[324?] Standish
Ave. feels that “You can never stop future
exploration and we shouldn’t try.”

“I believe that with the knowledge we
have now that future exploration will be
more economical and scientifically fruit-
ful,” Mr. Frits commented. “We should
push ahead in this field, but not at the
expense of all worthwhile projects here at
home. Equal monies and efforts must be
allocated to exploring domestic horizons.

“Advancement should never sag.”
added Mr. Wyatt. “There must always be
curiosity and desire to know more and
discover more with the idea of benefiting
more.”

“I feel that God put ‘Space’ there for
man to explore,” declared Jean Carleton
of 543 St.. Marks Ave., and Mrs. H. A.
Buiand of 86 Shadowlawn Dr. thinks that
future exploration is “wonderful.” Mr.
Cohen thinks that “at least Mars” should
be the ultimate objective. He apparently
agrees with members of the political ac-
tion group of the Westfield Teenage Re-
publicans who adopted a resolution this
week citing “Mars by 1985” as an aim.

“The thing is,” says Mr. Slimowitz,
“we need some sort of ‘pax Americana’
or this planet will be as barren as the moon
— and that includes domestic and foreign
peace.”

R. L. Henshaw of 600 Ardsleigh Dr.,
who found the coverage of the Apollo 11
mission “exciting, momentous and prom-
ising for future discoveries” also sees
Mars as a future conquest, but Herbert
Hoer of 330 South Chestnut St., a bank
consultant, suggests caution.

Senator McDermott feels that space
explorations should be continued “de-
spite the heavy cost…It has boosted U.S.
prestige throughout the world at a time it
was needed,” feels the legislator. “The
knowledge gained helps our national de-
fense effort while producing many gains
for American industrial technology. The
end result should be a better life in many
respects for all Americans.”

THE REAL MOON WALK...“Buzz” Aldrin walks on the surface of the moon
after landing with Neil Armstrong, the first human on the moon, July 20, 1969.

SCOTCH PLAINS — As a special
tribute to the 40th Anniversary of the first
moon landing, Scotch Plains Television
will re-broadcast extended segments of
the original television footage from the
July 1969 milestone event. Forty years
ago, astronauts Neil Armstrong, Edwin
Aldrin and Michael Collins traveled more
than a quarter million miles in their Apollo
11 spacecraft to the moon.

On July 20, 1969, Armstrong and Ald-
rin became the first two men to walk on
the moon. They collected soil samples,
performed scientific experiments and
transmitted their experience on the lunar
surface back to earth where television
viewers followed along in awe.

“The mission of Apollo 11 remains one
of the outstanding achievements of his-
tory,” said Scotch Plains Television Sta-
tion Manager William McMeekan, Jr.
“There are now entire generations who
never experienced what is arguably the
greatest television broadcast in history.
Even those who were fortunate to watch
the mission of Apollo 11 transmitted live
have not had the opportunity to see it
presented again in such a complete for-
mat. It truly makes for compelling view-
ing.”

Beginning at 6 p.m. on Sunday, July 19
and Monday, July 20, Scotch Plains Tele-
vision will re-broadcast over 5 hours of
Apollo 11 mission footage originally seen
in 1969, by what was then the largest
television audience ever.

“Television live from the moon is still
an amazing idea,” said Mr. McMeekan,
who also teaches television production at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
“These tapes are actually the most accu-
rate and most telling record of this adven-
ture that changed our world forever.”

Scotch Plains Television may be seen
on channel 34 on Comcast Cable and on
channel 22 on Verizon FiOS.

Westfield Students in
1969 Total 8,800

December 31, 1969 — A total of 8,800
are enrolled in Westfield public schools;
WHS and two junior highs show enroll-
ment increases with senior class having
record number of students. – From the
archives at goleader.com/search.

MusicFest Locale is Too
Close to Middlesex

How very thoughtful of our [Union
County] Chosen Freeholders to move
September’s free MusicFest from
Nomahegan Park, a central Union County
location, to Oak Ridge Park, right across
the street from Colonia, Woodbridge and
Edison – all in Middlesex county.

Will Middlesex County be kicking in
some of their tax dollars for this event, or
are we residents of Union County footing
the bill?

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Oak Ridge Park Gets
‘Invaded’ by the 1960s
CLARK – The public is invited to the

Union County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert at Oak Ridge Park in Clark on
Wednesday, July 22, at 7:30 p.m., with
music of The British Invasion Tribute.

The concert is a three act tribute to the
bands of the 1960s and hits that changed
the musical landscape. The first act fea-
tures songs such as by Dave Clark Five,
Rolling Stones, Hollies, Herman’s Her-
mits, the Kinks, Gerry and the Pacemak-
ers and The Who. The second act shifts to
American songs by the Monkees, Simon
and Garfunkel, the Beach Boys, the Ma-
mas and the Papas and the Byrds. The
tribute concludes with a rendition of Side
“B” of the Abbey Road album.

The Summer Arts concerts are held
July and August on Wednesdays begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. The location will alter-
nate each week between Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside and Oak Ridge Park.

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic bas-
kets are encouraged. Refreshments and
snacks will be available from vendors.

In case of rain, concerts will be held at
the Cranford High School auditorium  off
Springfield Avenue at 7:30 p.m. To learn
more, call (908) 558-4079 or see ucnj.org.
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Anthony M. Molinaro and Ms. Candice L. Clark

Ms. Candice Clark
To Wed Anthony Molinaro

Mrs. Victoria Petersen of Moore
Township, Pa., formerly of Scotch
Plains, has announced the engage-
ment of her daughter, Ms. Candice L.
Clark, to Anthony M. Molinaro of
Edison on May 25, 2009.

The bride-to-be also is the daugh-
ter of Stephen Clark and the step-
daughter of Robert Petersen of

Westfield. The future bridegroom is
the son of Joseph and Antonia
Molinaro of Edison.

Ms. Clark is employed as a dental
assistant for Dr. Brett Loeser in Parlin.
Mr. Molinaro is employed as a man-
ager at NAPA in Springfield.

The couple plans to wed in the fall
of 2010.

Joseph E. Harkins, Jr. and Miss Elizabeth A. Dunning

Miss Elizabeth Dunning
To Wed Joseph Harkins, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dunning of

Lebanon Township have announced
the engagement of their daughter,
Miss Elizabeth Anne Dunning, to
Joseph E. “Jay” Harkins, Jr. of Leba-
non Township. Mr. Harkins is the son
of Patricia (Harkins) Sharpe and Ed-
ward Sharpe of Lebanon Township
and the late Joseph E. Harkins, Sr.

Formerly of Scotch Plains, Mr.
Harkins is the grandson of the late
Tony and Esther Checchio of Scotch
Plains and Ralph Harkins of Fanwood.
His paternal grandmother, Mrs. Dor-
othy Harkins, resides in Reading, Vt.

The bride-to-be graduated in 1997
from Voorhees High School and at-
tends Felician College in Lodi. She
will graduate in May 2010 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary
Education. Miss Dunning works at
Wachovia Bank in Clinton as a teller.

The future bridegroom graduated
in 1990 from Voorhees High School.
He earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Management of Technical
Operations and an Associates in Sci-
ence degree in Aircraft Maintenance
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
graduating in 1996. Mr. Harkins is a
corporate aircraft technician in Allen-
town, Pa.

The couple is planning a May 2010
wedding and will reside in Lebanon
Township.

Author to Present Program
On Making of Costumes

GARWOOD – Holly Cleeland,
author of “Glue and Go Costumes
for Kids” will discuss and demon-
strate how to make costumes out of
ordinary household items on Thurs-
day, July 23, at 1 p.m. at the
Garwood Public Library.

Parents, children and everyone
interested in making creative, low-
cost costumes for parties and
playtime are invited to attend. At
the conclusion of the show, Ms.
Cleeland will give away uniquely
designed costumes to three audi-
ence members.

Ms. Cleeland has designed bill-
boards, painted signs, planned party
themes with large props, painted
sets for Warner Brothers Studios
and created her own Lawn Cheers
business with motorized, themed

yard displays. She has appeared on
“The View” and “The Rachael Ray
Show,” among other programs. Her
book, “Glue and Go Costumes for
Kids,” will be available for pur-
chase.

Due to limited space in the library,
registration is required. Individuals
can register at the library’s Circula-
tion Desk or reserve a space by call-
ing the library at (908) 789-1670.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue, at the
corner of Third Avenue and Walnut
Street. Summer library hours are 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Friday. The library is closed on Sat-
urdays during the summer. The
library’s website is youseemore.com/
garwood.

Best Friend to Hold
Pet Adoptions Sunday
CRANFORD – Best Friend Dog

and Animal Adoption will hold a pet
adoption event this Sunday, July 19,
from 1 to 4 p.m. at The Mill, located at
347 Lincoln Avenue, East, in Cranford.

Many dogs and cats are awaiting
adoption, and Best Friend has sev-
eral extreme emergencies. Among
those available for adoption is Cindy,
a friendly, 10-month-old petite cat
that is losing her foster home. Best
Friend also has four male, 10-week-
old kittens in a foster home where
the owner is allergic and must find a
permanent home as soon as pos-
sible. Some adult cats and additional
kittens also are available.

The rescue group is accepting do-
nations of much-needed cat food
and litter for its foster pets. Items
can be dropped off at the Sunday
adoption event.

For more information on pets avail-
able for adoption, call (908) 486-0230
or visit bestfriendpetfinder.org. Tax
deductible donations are always wel-
come and can be mailed to: Best Friend,
P.O. Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Flute and Violin Duo Plan
Workshop at Local Library

Maria Millar and Shawn Wyckoff

SCOTCH PLAINS – Musicians
Shawn Wyckoff and Maria Millar,
Juilliard graduates who have been
making music together for the past
nine years, will appear on Wednes-
day, July 22, at the Scotch Plains
Public Library.

The duo will perform a concert of
classical, folk and original works,
and will teach a workshop on musical

creativity for young artists. The work-
shop will start at 7 p.m. and the per-
formance will be held at 8 p.m.

A violinist and multidisciplinary
artist, Ms. Millar has performed the
role of Dancing Fiddler in Riverdance
on Broadway and has toured with her
one-woman show of original compo-
sitions for violin, voice and dance
throughout North America in venues
including The Kennedy Center.

Mr. Wyckoff is a solo flutist and
chamber musician who has been fea-
tured in performances at The Kennedy
Center, Carnegie Hall, Merkin Hall,
The Library of Congress, The
Guggenheim Museum and the United
Nations.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue. For further in-
formation, to register or get direc-
tions, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

Ivy League Entrepreneurs
Revolutionize SAT Prep

Every year, thousands of students
prepare, for what is many, the most
stressful four hours of their young
lives: the SAT. Armed with a dozen
pencils (No. 2, of course) and a
calculator, they are asked to fill in
bubbles – hundreds of them – to
show that their education prepared
them for college.

Faced with that terrifying pros-
pect, parents turn to pricey SAT
prep companies to give their chil-
dren an extra edge when it comes to
admissions. But test prep giants
beware! Two enterprising college
students claim they can surpass the
best of them – and at a much more
reasonable price.

This summer, Evan Friedman of
Brown University and Matthew
Gralla of the University of Pennsyl-
vania have been chosen to start up
the Westfield branch of Ivy Insid-
ers, a revolutionary SAT prep pro-
gram that was started by undergrads
at Harvard in 2003 and has since
become a leader in the industry
thanks to the highest student score
improvement in the country.

In the six years since the curricu-
lum was developed, Ivy Insiders has
helped over 4,000 students raise their
SAT scores by an average of 264
points — almost twice that of the
leading traditional companies. Ac-
cording to Friedman, this is pos-
sible because of the instructors, who
have scored in the top 1 percent of
test takers nationwide, and the cur-
riculum, which was developed by
perfect scorers from Harvard.

“Ivy Insiders works so well be-
cause the program is tailored to meet
the students’ needs. We treat the SAT
like a game. And like most games, it
can be beaten. After beating the test
ourselves, we know the secrets and
we know how to convey them to our
students. This approach makes the
test seem much less menacing.”

Gralla, a rising sophomore at the
University of Pennsylvania, was
hired for his 99th percentile scores
and his teaching prowess. “I’m re-
ally excited to bring this great pro-
gram to Westfield. Ivy Insiders has it
all: young, talented instructors who
can relate to their students, guaran-
teed results and a reasonable price.
It’s affordable and, statistically, the
best program available.”

The two Ivy Insiders instructors
will hold a free college information
session this Tuesday, July 21, at the
Union County Torah Center, located
at 509 Central Avenue in Westfield.
Recent Westfield High School
graduates who just finished their
first year of college at schools in-
cluding UPenn, Delaware, Duke,
Rutgers, Penn State, Rowan, Tulane,
Cornell, Maryland and Brown will
talk about their college experience
and application process.

Ivy Insiders will run courses in
Westfield throughout this summer.
For more information, contact Mat-
thew Gralla by telephone (day and
night) at (908) 723-2604, e-mail at
matthew_gralla@ivyinsiders.com or
online at ivyinsiders.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express

Local VFW Announces
Essay Contest Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS – Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10122 of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood recently
sponsored the local VFW Patriot’s
Pen Essay Writing Contest for sixth-
, seventh- and eighth-grade students.

This year’s theme was “Why
America’s Veterans Should Be Hon-
ored.” Students were required to write
an original essay of between 300 and
400 words.

Chairman Joe McCourt has an-
nounced Post 10122’s winners. They
are as follows: First Place, Elizabeth
Schwartz, Terrill Middle School/sev-
enth grade; Second Place, Sara Sikora,
Terrill Middle School/sixth grade, and
Third Place, Savvas Petridis, Park
Middle School/eighth grade.

Each winner was presented with a
United States Savings Bond, a medal
and a Certificate of Merit at awards
ceremonies conducted at their schools
in June.

Mr. McCourt observed that the
overall quality of the essays was ex-
cellent. He extended his congratula-
tions to the winning students and ex-
pressed his appreciation to all the
pupils who submitted an essay. He
also thanked the teachers and staff for
their support of this year’s Patriot’s
Pen Essay Writing Contest.

Scotch Plains Lions Award
Scholarships to Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kaitlyn
Denker and Michael Bumiller, resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and June
graduates of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, each were
recently awarded the Grausso/
Bendel Memorial Scholarship from
the Scotch Plains Lions Club.

Given in memory of two former
leaders of the club – Norm Bendel
and Tony Grausso – the scholarship
is awarded annually to a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School se-
nior who plans to go to college.
Preference is given to students who
have demonstrated involvement in
community service, especially those
causes dedicated to the blind and
visually impaired.

Both Kaitlyn and Michael were
honor students at the high school.
Kaitlyn has been very involved in
raising dogs for The Seeing Eye
Program for the blind. She also has
been an active member of the Girl
Scouts and has participated in mul-
tiple other community activities.
Kaitlyn will study speech pathol-

ogy and audiology at Towson Uni-
versity this fall.

Michael has been active in the
Boy Scouts, attaining the rank of
Eagle Scout. He has helped the Li-
ons raise money by assisting at the
organization’s pancake breakfasts
and also has been involved in many
community activities. Michael will
attend the University of Delaware
in the fall, where he will major in
civil engineering.

The Lions have more than 1.4
million members active in over
43,000 clubs around the world. They
are dedicated to meeting a variety
of their communities’ needs, with
the association’s major service ini-
tiative being serving the blind and
visually impaired.

For more information on the
Scotch Plains Lions Club or to at-
tend a meeting, call the club’s presi-
dent, Barbara Anilo, at (908) 322-
4472. The club welcomes new mem-
bers. For membership information,
call Dominic Lagano, membership
chairman, at (908) 322-6558.

LIONS AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS…Scotch Plains Lions Club President Bar-
bara Anilo, right, presents a scholarship check to Kaitlyn Denker, while Lions
Vice President and Scholarship Chairman Ron Kelly, left, presents Michael
Bumiller with his scholarship check.
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Three Simple Rules Help
Us to Live Closer to God

By REVEREND ED CARLL

As difficult as it may seem to get
our act together when it comes to
living closer to God, some very
simple rules can really help. Though
I write from a Judeo-Christian per-
spective, in very many ways these
simple rules cut across religious
traditions.

John Wesley, the founder of the
Christian way called Methodist, wit-
nessed people struggling to be faith-
ful in the desperate social climate
of 18th-century England, and an-
ticipated that some simple rules
would be helpful, so he put them
down in written form.

“Do no harm” … “Do Good”…
“Stay in love with God.”

The first simple rule, “Do no
harm,” is not that complicated. Chil-
dren can easily understand what it
means and learn to live it out. When
it is practiced, a safe place is cre-
ated in the world. When it is not,
self-centeredness thrives, disagree-
ment flourishes, and dialogue usu-
ally stops. When it is practiced, new
insights become possible, curiosity
usually blooms into new discovery,
and the possibilities for faith deepen
inside the soul.

If this first rule is so simple and
so easily understood, why then do
so many do so much harm? That is
a fair question. One answer is: we
are not always up to it because it is
not easy, and it demands a basic,
radical trust that we don’t always
feel. Practicing our faith in the world
requires deep resolve, extra mea-
sures of grace and an ever-growing
trust that God is hard at work em-
powering and leading other people
just as we are being led.

The second rule: “Do Good.” A
second rule for living the good life
opens us up to even more difficult
choices. The basic question arises:
How shall I do good in a divided,
hostile and wounded world?

Doing good gets complex because

if the behavior flows out of our
relationship with God, the feeling
that accompanies it is that it should
be directed at everyone. Even those
who do not fit our category of “wor-
thy.” Do good to enemies… love
them? Wait a minute! Do good, with-
out the need to be asked? Provide
help, relieve suffering, or correct
some horrible injustice? Who, me?

The needs of the world, my com-
munity and my family are so great
that if I were to do all the good I
could, I might feel compelled to
give everything away for some good
cause. Can I do that?

What if I forget about myself in
doing good? What if I did think of
the needs of others first? What if I
permitted what is good for the com-
munity to be my guide rather than
my own personal needs?

Doing good is a simple rule, but it
is also unbelievably challenging!

The third simple rule is: Stay in
love with God.

Legislation and committees won’t
solve our divisiveness in the human
family, nor heal our wounds, nor
mend our brokenness. We seek a
higher way in the healing, loving,
redeeming presence of the God of
Many Names.

It is not in the talking, but in the
everyday practice of faith that we
will likely sense some new doors
opening and find confidence to walk
through the openings, trusting that
God’s love will be sufficient to meet
us. It is in relationship, loving rela-
tionship with God who first loves
us that we learn to thrive spiritually
and appreciate the joy of life that
God intends.

The rules are simple, but the way
is not easy. Do no harm… Do
Good… Stay in love with God!

* * * * * * *

Reverend Carll is senior pastor
of the First United Methodist
Church, located at One East Broad
Street in Westfield.

TAKING THE LEAD…The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield installs its
new officers at the club’s annual luncheon June 10 at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mary Warshauer, president of The
Garden Club of New Jersey; Maryann Pietruszki, president; Gayle Lechner, vice
president; Karen Jolley-Gates, recording secretary; Diana Kazazis, correspond-
ing secretary; Carolyn Pulliam, treasurer, and Nancy Smith, director.

Rake and Hoe Club Installs
Officers, Presents Awards

WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield held its
Annual Awards and Installation
Luncheon on June 10 at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

Mary Warshauer, president of The
Garden Club of New Jersey, installed
the new executive board, including
Maryann Pietruszki, president; Gayle
Lechner, vice-president; Karen
Jolley-Gates, recording secretary;
Diana Kazazis, corresponding
secretary; Carolyn Pulliam, treasurer,
and Nancy Smith, director.

Awards for excellence were given
to several of the members. Among
In Club Award recipients, Gayle
Lechner received the Kay Cross
Award, given by the club to honor
the member who contributed the
most in floral design, for chairing
the club flower show in October
2008. The Judy Kampe Memorial
Trophy for outstanding horticultural
design was awarded to Barbara
Mullin for her floral design in the
“Sunshine on our Table”
competition. The Nancy Wallace
Memorial Award was presented to
Nancy Smith for her topiary design
at the “Feast for the Eyes”
competition in January 2009. The
Agnes Eggiman Award, an annual

award given to a member who has
made an outstanding contribution
to the club, was awarded to Linda
Winter and Janet Gardner.

The Garden Club of New Jersey
Awards included the Lenore
Fletcher Design Trophy, awarded
to Kay Cross for her design at the
Garden Club of New Jersey Flower
Show in February. The Youth Award
for best overall design in the Youth
Division of the flower show went to
Celeste Loffredo, a Rake and Hoe
Junior. The club also was awarded
the Doris L. Cavanaugh Award for
membership participation.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield has a long reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes. Its
diverse membership spans all ages,
interests and occupations.

Federated with the National
Council of State Garden Clubs and
the Garden Club of New Jersey, the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has between 50 and 70
members. For membership
questions, call Maryann Pietruszki,
club president, at (908) 789-9254.

Barn Dance on Tap
For Disabled People

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal will present
the annual Barn Dance for People
with Disabilities on Sunday, July 26,
from 4 to 7 p.m. at Watchung Stable,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside.

“The barn dance is a favorite ac-
tivity each year, rain or shine,” said
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, li-
aison to the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board. “There are line
dancing lessons, a square dance caller
and a fiddler, a barbecue dinner,
western-themed crafts, hay rides and
plenty of fun. So grab your cowboy
hat and mosey on over to Watchung
Stable for an incredible time.”

Pre-registration is required for the
Barn Dance for People with Disabili-
ties. The fee for each person attend-
ing is $10. To register or to obtain
additional information about this pro-
gram and other activities for people
with disabilities, call (908) 527-4806.

Watchung Stable is a facility of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. To learn more about
upcoming events and recreational
programs offered by the County of
Union, log on to ucnj.org.Cat Adoption Events

Set This Weekend
AREA – Lost Paws Animal Res-

cue, a non-profit animal welfare or-
ganization serving New Jersey, will
sponsor pet adoption events on Satur-
day and Sunday, July 18 and 19, from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the PETsMART
store in Bridgewater’s Promenade
Mall, located at the intersection of
Route 28 and Route 287.

Among the many cats and kittens
for adoption will be “Asha,” a young
tabby who was taken to a shelter
because she was pregnant and her
owners did not want to deal with her
having kittens. Her kittens have been
adopted.

Asha is current with her
vaccinations, is spayed, has tested
negative for feline leukemia and
FIV and is litter box trained. To
adopt, for more information or to
see other pets needing homes, visit
lpar.petfinder.com.

TRIBUTE GIVEN…The New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs
recently selected Woman’s Club of
Westfield member Vivian O’Neil to be
added to its Honor Roll for her dedica-
tion and service to the local club and
its projects. A long-standing member
of the club, she has served as its re-
cording secretary for 12 years. She is
active with its Arts Creative Depart-
ment, chairs the Literature Depart-
ment and is a member of the Educa-
tion Committee. Pictured, Ms. O’Neil
reviews the book “Mrs. Astor Regrets”
by Meryl Gordon at a recent Litera-
ture Department meeting.

A TRUE BOOK NOOK…Lindsay Huston’s class at Franklin School recently
won the Battle of the Books, an annual game-show-style reading competition
among fourth grade students hosted by librarian Debra Stern. For a couple of
months prior to the competition, students were divided into teams to read novels
and help compose comprehension questions to compete in their individual
classrooms. Those winners then competed against other classes at an assembly.
Pictured clockwise from bottom left are winners Gloria Palmer, Jacob Saxon,
Matthew Harris, Gabrielle Dunn, team captain Ava Carey and Ryan Boll.

Seminars to Address
Longevity Planning

MOUNTAINSIDE – A free, two-
hour seminar on “Longevity Planning”
will be held on Wednesday, July 29,
beginning at 8:30 a.m. at Brighton
Gardens of Mountainside, located at
1350 Route 22, West, in Mountainside.
Free CE credits will be offered to
social workers attending.

Additionally, a free one-hour
seminar on “Longevity Planning”
will take place on Thursday, August
6, at 7 p.m. at Brighton Gardens.

Attendees will learn about long-
term care planning and how to pro-
tect their family and their assets.
Topics will include Medicaid, Medi-
care, private pay, reverse mortgages
and insurance. Advance Registra-
tion Required for both sessions. To
register, call (908) 654-4460.

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

908-209-0104 email: brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000     Free Designs & Consultation

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored
Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring
Finished Basements & Repairs

The Taming of the Shrew
To Be Presented July 22

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that the Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey will present the Next Stage
Ensemble’s production of The Tam-
ing of the Shrew by William
Shakespeare on Wednesday, July
22, at 7 p.m. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

In this play, when Kate meets
Petruchio, the sparks (and the fur-
niture) fly. This classic battle of the
sexes is also a heartfelt romantic
comedy in which apparent oppo-
sites discover just how much they
have in common.

The Taming of the Shrew is de-
scribed as a “wild and woolly com-
edy that is the perfect match” for
the fast-paced style of the Next Stage
Ensemble (as directed by stage com-
bat specialist Doug West).

The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey is the Professional Theatre
Company in Residence at Drew Uni-
versity. It is the only independent
arts organization in residence at
Drew and is New Jersey’s only pro-

fessional theater company dedicated
to Shakespeare’s canon and other
classic masterworks.

Under the leadership of artistic
director Bonnie Monte since 1990,
The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey continues to draw large audi-
ences and garner critical acclaim.
Now in its 45th season, it is the
longest-running Shakespeare the-
ater on the east coast.

This performance is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. Registration
is strongly suggested. To register,
interested persons are asked to go
to the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the Online Calendar, or
to call (908) 789-4090, extension
no. 4140.

NEW OFFICERS NAMED…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) recently
installed its officers for 2009-2010 at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Parliamentarian Jean Murphy, who officiated at the
ceremony; Treasurer Ruth Positan, Investment Trustee Helen Allegro and
Education/Scholarship Trustee Anne Magnotti. The WCW has been commended
with Gold Awards from the State Federation of Women’s Clubs for its 2008-2009
Press and Scrap Books.
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STRANIERO, T. WILLIAMS, LAVALLE RIP 4 HITS EACH

Babooshka Bombards D&K
In UC Seniors Softball, 21-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
became the scene of a massive bom-
bardment of softballs pelting the out-
field, but in the end, first-placed
Babooshka out-hit D&K Associated,
30-19, to seize a 21-11 victory in
Union County Senior 50+ softball on
July 9.

Indeed there were many hammer-
ing heroes on both sides but one rookie
and two wily veterans led the
Babooshka Brigade with four hits
apiece. Veteran Tony Williams banged
out a pair of singles, a two-run triple

and an RBI triple, while scoring four
times, and veteran Tom Straniero
added two RBI and two runs scored
to his four hits. Flamboyant rookie
Dave Lavalle kept teammates on their
toes but finished with three singles, a
double, four runs scored and an RBI.

Brian Williams (3 runs, RBI), Harry
Semple (2 RBI, 2 runs), Keith Gib-
bons (3 RBI) and rookie Tim Deegan
(2 RBI) slapped three singles apiece.
Powerman Joe Massimino (run
scored) hammered an RBI triple, an
RBI single and an RBI sacrifice fly.
First-year man Keith Hertell poked a
pair of singles and scored twice. Frank

Pepe (run scored) peppered an RBI
triple and Bill Mirto (2 runs) singled.

D&K’s Bob DiBellis had a clean
slate offensively, going 3-for-3 with
three runs scored and an RBI. Mike
Volpe bopped three one-run singles
and Bruce Billotti bashed a three-run
triple, singled and scored three times.
Oscar Harrison (2 RBI, run scored)
had a pair of singles and an RBI sac fly.
Harry Melber and Dennis Wilkins
(RBI) each had a pair of singles and a
run scored. Frank Barone (run scored)
went 2-for-2, Dan D’Arcy (run scored)
doubled and Tony Falzone had an RBI

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Sales Associate

Bettyann Lynch
Sales Associate

Barbara Spies
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $2,500,000
Beautiful landscaped property, a very special
home. The front lawn provides pastoral views,
rear a vacation destination. MLS 2696466

WESTFIELD $2,395,000
Majestic Center Hall Colonial boasts a floor
plan of spac rms, elegant details and amenities
throughout. 5 bdrm, 5.5 bths. MLS 2674195

WESTFIELD $1,575,000
1163 LAWRENCE AVE. Stunning 6 BR home
w/grand foyer. Beautifully appn’t private cluster of
4 homes. Dir: Dudley, Lawrence. MLS 2696581

WESTFIELD $998,000
10 KIRKVIEW CIR. Gracious 4BR, 3.1bth CHC
w/quality appts thruout on quiet cul-de-sac. Dir:
Lamberts Mill Rd, Kirkview Cir. MLS 2669491

WESTFIELD $899,999
Spacious front porch Col w/open floor plan,
LR, FDR, gourmet kit opens to FR w/fplc. Cls
to schools, town & NYC train. MLS 2624981

WESTFIELD $899,000
Center Hall Colonial, 4 bedrooms, 3.1baths,
custom details, MBR suite, custom closets, LR
w/fplc & built-ins. MLS 2696501

WESTFIELD $878,900
Spacious home, deck overlooking golf course,
updated EIK, 4 bedrooms, Family room, office,
3 full baths, many upgrades. MLS 2692441

WESTFIELD $625,000
Charming 3 bedroom Colonial, Living room w/
fireplace, formal Dining room, large EIK, great
yard w/ deck, fin bsmt & more. MLS 2671721

WESTFIELD $589,000
4/5 bedroom 1900s Col located near town,
park, school. Lemonade front porch.
Wonderful finished third floor. MLS 2697194

WESTFIELD $449,000
Lovely Colonial, LR w/fplcs, formal DR, EIK, 3
bedrooms, 2 full baths. Unfinished bsmt, stairs
to attic. Cls to schools & town. MLS 2691735

WESTFIELD $429,000
4 bedroom, 1.1bath Colonial completely reno-
vated in 08’ & 09’. Fin bsmt, new garage rt & bk
porch. Close to schools & trans.MLS 2684982

WESTFIELD $375,000
3 bedroom, 1 full bath, large lot, large deck,
priced to sell, needs TLC.

MLS 2691294

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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RINALDI SMACKS GRAND SLAM, DiFILIPPO, MELE HR

Westfield White 11s Hold Off
Cougar 11s’ Come Back, 15-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four home runs, a triple and eight
doubles set the pace for a wild base-
ball game that concluded with the
Westfield White 11s holding off a
valiant comeback from the Cranford
Cougars to claim a 15-9 victory at
Gumbert Field in Westfield on July
10. Westfield White’s victory evened
the face-to-face battles between the
two rivals at two games apiece.

Westfield sent three pitchers to the
mound – Eric Varakian, Chris Varano
and Scott Tupper. The Cougars sent
four – Sean Leahey, Mike Smith,
Korey Comer and Patrick Knight,
who tossed the final four innings and
settled the offensive eruption of the

Blue Devils, who plated 11 in the first
two innings. Knight, whose older
brother Jim was a standout pitcher for
the high school team this year, ceded
only one walk, while striking out
seven.

“Patrick battled tonight. It’s tough
coming in down 11-0, and stay fo-
cused and keep us in, but he did that,”
Cranford Head Coach Joe Norton
said.

Chris Rinaldi cleared the bases with
a grand slam home run, scored twice
and added a fifth RBI to Westfield’s
14-hit attack. Nick Mele hammered a
two-run homer and Vince DiFilippo
drilled a solo blast, added a single and
scored twice. Devin Anderson tripled
and scored once and Varakian (RBI)

doubled, singled and scored twice.
Tupper doubled, walked and scored
twice and Mike Mobarakai went 2-
for-2, walked and scored twice. Brett
Robertshaw singled twice and scored
once. Hopper Murray and Chris
Boutsikaris (RBI) each singled, while
Varano (RBI) and Tom Summers each
scored once.

The Cougars also totaled 14 hits
and Brandon Kane (2 RBI) started
their scoring with a solo homer to
center. Leahey (RBI) went 2-for-2
with a pair of doubles and two runs
scored. Chris Szekeres (run scored)
rapped a pair of doubles and had three
RBI. Alex Beato slashed a two-run
double and Eric Donohue doubled

 Man Steps on the Moon
40 Years Ago – July 20, 1969

RADICE, FLEISCHMAN GET 4 RBI, CHEMIDLIN 3 RBI

St. Matthew Prevails, Passes
Up Scrappy St. Joseph, 10-8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offense was plentiful but it took
two superb defensive plays on the
part of St. Matthew to secure a 10-8
victory over St. Joseph in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July10.

Matt men Lou Balestriere and Matt
Gibbons were the ones who performed
agility on the turf. But the softball
took a beating as the Matts racked up
22 hits and the Joes accumulated 17.

Larry Fleischman went 3-for-4, in-
cluding a triple, and scored four runs.
Tony Radice had four singles with
four RBI for St. Matthew. Dennis
Hercel finished 2-for-3 with two RBI
and slugger Gus Alvarez hammered
three hits.

St. Joe pitcher Pete Chemidlin had
three RBI to go along with his three
hits. Walt Patrylo stroked three hits
with two RBI and Tom Ulichny scored
twice and had two singles. Tony
Perfilio hammered home a run in the
seventh.

“They did not have their regular
pitcher but Pete (Chemidlin) did a
good job. We seemed to hit well when
we had to hit, put it all together when
we had to and, overall, it was a good
game. We played well. The shortstop
(Balestriere), who happens to be our
all-star, did very well. He was the
standout in this game I thought,” said
team captain Radice.

Tom Straniero got the ball rolling
in the Matts top of the first with a
walk. Alvarez blistered a single and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE THROW HOME…Babooshka catcher Keith Hertell fields the ball as D&K Associates’ Bob DiBellis
barrels home to score in the fourth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE PLAY AT HOME BASE...Westfield White 11s catcher Brett Robertshaw puts the tag on Cranford Cougar
Alex Beato as he slides home in the fourth inning.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2007, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

This 5 Bedroom Vintage Victorian has a handsome mahogany front porch. Vastly renovated within the
past four years with a new custom Kitchen, center island, granite, top of the line appliances, double ovens
and wine cooler. An inviting window seat and sliders lead to a deck and paver patio overlooking a deep
backyard. All new baths and plumbing, extensive electrical work, new windows and new hardwood
floors on the first floor. Lovely Rec Room on the lower level. Fantastic location! Close to Town, Trains,
Wilson School and the Library. Call for more details or a private showing. Offered for: $819,000.

Open House: Sunday, July 19th  1-4PM
142 Harrison Avenue, Westfield
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click Archives

July 15, 2004: With 11-1 Hunter
Avenue firmly entrenched as the No.

1 seed for the upcoming playoffs in
the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball As-
sociation, Shady Lane seized a cru-
cial, 9-2, victory over Midway at For-
est Road Park to gain a tie with Watson
Avenue in its quest for the second
seed. Pitcher Hal “Wild Thing”
Breuninger was anything but wild as
he scattered eight hits, while walking
two and hitting one batter. Breuninger
also went 3-for-3 with two doubles, a
triple and four RBI, while scoring
once. Kevin Flipski tripled, singled
and scored twice.

July 16, 2003: Elm Street Café
secured the fourth seed in the upcom-
ing Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division playoffs by nip-
ping Jade Isle, 9-8, at Brookside Park.
The Café men got a key two-run
homer in the bottom of the seventh
inning from Bob Chez and consistent
hitting from pitcher Bill Scott, who
went 4-for-4 and scored three runs.

July 13, 2002: The Westfield White
13-year-old traveling baseball team
claimed Westfield bragging rights,
by defeating Westfield Blue, 15-5.
Pitcher Pat Gessner allowed just one
run on three hits in five innings. Dan
Melillo led the offensive barrage with
four RBI. Kevin O’Rourke collected
four singles and a double.

July 12, 2001: The “James Gang”
took advantage of the St. Blaisers’
spectacular blunders in the bottom of
the sixth, scoring 10 runs, then held
off a final-inning rally to steal a 12-9
victory at Forest Road Park. “Gang”
leader Jim Hoelzel hacked a grand
slam homer in that sixth inning to
bring home what proved to be the
winning run.

July 12, 2000: The sky was not
falling but the Sun Tavern showered
Charlie Brown’s with a plethora of
eight home runs and amassed a 21-11
victory in Scotch Plains Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field.
Sun men Curtis Gilmore and Mark
Nies hammered three monumental
home runs each to shadow the skies
over the Charlie Brown’s fielders.
Dave Legg and Tom Penninpede each
bashed the ball out of the park.

July 15, 1999: John Robinson was
an offensive terror, going 4-for-4 and
scoring two runs, as he helped lead A.
J. Jersey to a 9-4 victory over Chaos
in a Westfield Men’s Softball League
game on the newly dragged fields at
Tamaques Park. Shortstop Jerry
Lipshitz kept Chaos in a dazed state
with his dazzling defense.

sac fly, while Bob Lorenz (run scored)
and Phil Spinelli each singled.

Why the name Babooshka? “It’s
actually a real place. It’s not a mysti-
cal name,” commented Babooshka
veteran Gibbons.

There was nothing mystical about
Babooshka’s hitting in the top of the
first inning as the Brigade plated five
runs on six hits, highlighted by back-
to-back RBI triples from Massimino
and Tony Williams. D&K answered
with a pair of runs then, after holding
Babooshka scoreless in the second,
D&K cheerleader Melber shouted,
“Way to play defense!”

After D’Arcy drilled a two-out
double and Barone singled, Melber
added, “Dennis! Stay hot! Another
line drive!”

(Dennis) Wilkins hopped an RBI
single to make the score 5-3.

As Babooshka came to bat in the
third, Gibbons said, “Let’s think about
our hitting.”

They did somewhat when Semple
lofted an RBI sac fly and Gibbons
tapped an RBI single to put Babooshka
in front, 7-3, but D&K plated three

runs on four hits to tighten the score to
7-6. Babooska’s offense drew a blank
in the fourth but D&K scored four to
grab a 10-7 lead. After Billotti thumped
his three-run triple and DiBellis fol-
lowed with an RBI sac fly, Gibbons,
who was also the pitcher, pleaded,
“Stay with me guys! Stay with me!”

Assisted by Straniero’s suggestion
of, “Hit it hard! Everybody hit it
hard,” Gibbon’s plea worked as the
Babooshka bats battered the outfield
with eight runs on nine hits to retake
the lead, 15-10. After a full inning of
silence, D&K came to bat in the sixth.
When Gibbons walked Barone, a con-
cerned Tony Williams, the shortstop,
mumbled, “Are we going to get some
action in the bullpen?” Gibbons got
tough and no runs were scored.

Demonstrating the attitude of a true
top-notched team, Babooshka un-
leashed a six-run, eight-hit barrage,
including Tony William’s two-run
triple, in the seventh to command a
21-10 lead. D&K plated their final
run on Volpe’s RBI single.
Babooshka 502 080 6 21
D&K Associates 213 400 1 11
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Fleischman lashed his two-run triple
to left and scored on Radice’s sharp
single to center.

“Let’s match that,” hollered Perfilio
as St. Joe was very much alive and
things were evened in the bottom of
the inning. Leadoff man Joe Negley
spanked a double to center and scored
on Ulichny’s single. Matt Betau
worked a walk, while Patrylo and
Chemidlin each followed with RBI
singles. With the pods full of Joes,
Straniero made a fabulous shoelace
snag at third for a double play, then
grabbed a grounder on the run for a
force out play.

The Matt men plated five in the third
to grab an 8-3 lead. Balestriere and
Alvarez singled, Fleischman tapped
an RBI single and Radice clubbed a
two-run single to short center. Bob
Cihanowyz and Dan Margolis fol-
lowed with chopping singles and
Hercel zipped a two-run single to right.
The void in the Joe’s bats continued
but St. Matthew added one more run
on Radice’s single in the fourth. After
Straneiro clouted the sky with a triple,
Matt guns were silenced when Corey
Woodring, patrolling right, gunned him
down with a perfect throw to Dean
Talcott at the plate.

After Betau hollered, “If we get by

the weak top of the order, we’ll be
okay,” the Joe’s managed just one run
in the fourth on Chemidlin’s single.

The Joes got competitive in the
sixth. Negley rapped a leadoff single
and scored on Ulichny’s single. Betau
singled then Patrylo and Chemidlin
each lashed RBI singles, narrowing
the score to 9-7. The Matts scored
once in the seventh when Alvarez
singled and Fleischman tagged an
RBI single then Joe third baseman
Ken Blaes made a fine putout.

The pumped-up Chemidlin with a
“Come on guys! Use the hammer,”
was thrilled when Litterio tapped a
leadoff single, sprinted to third on
Luongo’s single and scored on
Perfillio’s sizzler to right. Finally, in
what was perhaps the most intense
moment of the game, Balestriere si-
lenced the Joes with two outstanding
grabs at shortstop.

“They got on top of us with a few
more hits and they put it together
early. We didn’t get the long ball,
however, I don’t know if they got
anything over anybody’s head either.
It was pretty much singles and get the
base when you can,” said team cap-
tain Talcott.
St. Matthew 305 100 1 10
St. Joseph 300 103 1 8

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
START OF A FINE PLAY…St. Joe’s Walt Patrylo gets the ball in time to nail the
runner heading to first. Patrylo also went 3-for-3 at the plate.

Niki Fry
• Top Volume & Units Month of June
• Local Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 10:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Aloysius 9 2 .818
St. Matthew 6 5 .545
St. Stephen 4 6 .400
St. Patrick 3 5 .375
St. Anthony 2 6 .250

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. David 8 2 .800
St. Luke 6 4 .600
St. Anne 4 5 .444
St. Joseph 4 6 .400
St. Jude 4 7 .364

St. Matthew 11, St. Anthony 10
Rick Wustefeld (4 RBI) tapped a

walk-off winning RBI. Lou Balistriere
went 3-for-4 with three runs scored.
Anthonys Paul Bifani, Craig
Burfeindt and Kevin Callahan each
went 3-for-4.
St. David 12, St. Joseph 8

Captain Dave Rothenberg glowed
on the mound. Art Hobble (3-for-3)
and Scottie Smith (3-for-4) led David.
Joe men Walt Patrylo, Tom Litterio
and Charlie Baier each went 3-for-3.
St. Patrick 7, St. Luke 1

Luke’s Jim Killeen cracked a fifth-
inning homer. Jack Kennedy tied the
game in the bottom of the seventh.
Jerry Riepe and Kevin Marron led the
Pats offensively.
St. Aloysius 14, St. Anne 11

Annes Joe Tilocca and Bill Brown
each went 3-for-3. Als Marty Garcia
and Nate Mangiris each went 4-for-5,
while Milk Monroy whacked two
homers and had six RBI.
St. Luke 9, St. Jude 8

St. Anthony 8, St. Joseph 7
Joe’s Tom Litterio went 3-for-3 and

Anthony’s Chris Paterek went 3-for-
3 with three runs scored.
St. Anne 28, St. Patrick 6

Every member of St. Anne had, at
least, three hits. Ron Labin went 5-
for-5 with eight RBI.
St. Stephen 7, St. Aloysius 3

Howard Bialos pitched a gem. Joe
DeRosa and Robert Camisa each went
3-for-3.
St. David 11, St. Matthew 7

St. David’s Nash Warfield broke a
thumb during a diving attempt for a
pop-up.
St. David 15, St. Aloysius 7

The Davids scored eight in the first
inning. Stevie Ferro and Nate
Mangiris each went 3-for-3. Marty
Bernstein (3-for-4) and Jeff Fried-
lander (5 RBI) led St. David.
St. Matthew, 10 St. Joseph 8

Tony Radice led St. Matthew on
the mound and was 4-for-4 with four
RBI. Larry Fleischman had four RBI.
St. Joes Negley, Ulichny, Matt Betau,
Patrylo and Chemidlin went a com-
bined 13-for-15 in a losing effort.
St. Luke 16, St. Anthony 5

St. Luke took it easy on the under-
manned Anthony.
St. Patrick 17, St. Jude 8

Judes Jason Fiore and Bruce Evans
each homered. Kevin Spellman (4-
for-5, 3 HRs, 8 RBI), Gary Cardinale
(3-for-4) and Frank De Faria (4 for 4)
led the Pats.
St. Anne 8, St. Stephen 5

WF’s Brandon Heroux Gets
CAA ‘Rookie of the Year’

RICHMOND, VA – William and
Mary (W&M) University freshman
Brandon Heroux of Westfield, capped
his rookie season by being named
“Rookie of the Year” by the Colonial
Athletic Association (CAA). Heroux
is the fourth W&M athlete to be named
Rookie of the Year, and the first since
Christo Landry (Falls Church, Va.)
capped a string of three-straight
awards for the Tribe in 2005.

Heroux is the third thrower ever in
the CAA to be named Rookie of the
Year. Heroux stepped into the school
and conference record books at the
CAA Championships by unleashing
a massive javelin throw of 227’5”,
breaking the school record by nearly
four feet and the conference record
by 20’11”. The throw ranked 17th in
all of the NCAA this year and third
best in the nation among athletes 19
and younger. After taking seventh at
the NCAA East Regional, Heroux
was the first at-large athlete selected
to the NCAA Championships, and

placed 19th in the preliminary round
at nationals.

He was the first men’s field athlete to
compete at the NCAA outdoor cham-
pionships since 1975, and just the third
javelin thrower. Heroux’s 19th place
and his throw of 208’7” are W&M
records for the NCAA Championships.

Scotch Plains Softball
League Standings:
MONDAY NIGHT DIVISION:

TEAM W L
Val Decorators 14   4
Sofa Kings 11   6
Hocus Pokus 10   7
TJ’s   9   8
DJ’s Limo   4 13
Neighborhood Painting   2 15

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 15   2
Investors Savings 14   3
Defcon Sauces 12   5
Trinity Electric   6 11
Caffrey Tree Service   4 13
Shapiro’s   2 15

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

A sweeping front lawn, natural wood trim, box beam ceil-
ings & archways fill this distinguished Westfield home with 
an innate beauty. There is a new (2008) state-of-the-art 
kitchen with butler’s pantry & two new baths. Other fea-
tures include a family room, exquisite formal rooms and 
rec room. The 1.43 acres of well-manicured property 
boasts an in-ground pool & magnificent landscaping. Pre-
sented for $1,395,000. 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Woven into Westfield’s history and remaining faithful to 
it’s heritage, this circa 1800s vintage Colonial glows with 
classic antique charm mingled with modern amenities. 
Highlights include a guesthouse, historically designated 
well house, hand-hewn beams, two fireplaces, abundant 
natural woodwork, spacious family room, updated kitchen, 
1st floor laundry, 1.47 acres of property  & a prestigious 
location. Price Upon Request 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Forest Glen Estates is a 3 lot sub-division on a new cul-de-sac located in Westfield, 
New Jersey. The new road will be constructed adjacent to Rahway Ave and will be 
exclusive to the three homes. 

HOMES WILL OFFER:
· New Cul-de-sac location.
· Designs by the Award Winning Architectural firm of Beer and Coleman. 
· Floor plans starting at 4000 square feet 
· 3 Car Side Entry Garage’s
· Finished Basements (2 of 3 with Walk Out Potential)
· Landscape Package including sod, lawn sprinkling, retaining walls, and shrubs.
· Half acre + lots backing up to St. Helen’s Church and Tamaques Park 
· Generous allowances for cabinets, countertops, 
  appliances, light fixtures, and Front Door. 

All Sales through Daunno Realty Services, LLC. For new home standards 
or a brief description of the construction process, please feel free to call us at 
732-396-3995 or visit us on the web at:

www.daunno.com

Daunno Development Company, LLC 
is Proud to Present:

     Pre-Construction Pricing starting at $1,749,000.

Daunno Development Company, LLC

is Proud to Present
  

Subject to errors and omissions. Prices and incentives subject to change without notice. Qualified Buyers Only. We encourage and support an 
affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national origin.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

210 LINCOLN PARK EAST, CRANFORD
Must see this pristine second floor Condo offering ideal location one block to downtown shopping and New 
York City transportation.  This unit boasts hardwood floors, an eat-in Kitchen, new windows, an updated 

bathroom and more!                                          Newly Repositioned at $185,000

341 WEST DUDLEY AVENUE, WESTFIELD
Spoil yourself in this extensively renovated, stunning Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location close to 
schools, downtown Westfield & NYC transportation. The charm of the 1920’s is ideally combined with today’s 
convenience & amenities.  Among this fine home’s 12 Rooms, the main living level creates an unforgettable 
setting for entertaining & everyday living.  Captivating features include:  New custom EIK, Master BR suite, 2 
fp’s, Wet bar, new Marvin wdws, custom hdwd flrs, Library w/BI’s, Den, Pantry, 1st flr Laundry, bluestone 

patio, fenced yard, multi-zone heat & CAC, RecRm & more!                      Offered for  $1,395,000

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom-built expanded Ranch home spares no attention to 
detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms situated on more than 2.5 acres. Redefining park-like property, 
this fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield 

and top rated schools.                                                                        Recently Repositioned at $1,150,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM
1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD

255 MUNSEE WAY, WESTFIELD
One of the original Indian Forest Gems has been held off the market for one third of a century & now awaits a 
most discerning buyer!  This extensively renovated 11 room Georgian Colonial may not again be available in 
your lifetime.  Quality craftsmanship & exquisite appointments abound in this exceptional Westfield residence 

beautifully combining classic charm with modern convenience & luxury.                  Offered for $2,750,000

TAKING THE SILVER…After a tough championship game with Montgomery
Township, the Westfield Silver 11U’s took home the runner-up trophies in the
annual Bridgewater Baseball Tournament. Members of the team include Chris
Cerrachio, Will Stern, Callaghan Dwyer, Zack Kelly, Johnny Link, Jesse Liu,
Matt Mulvey, J. Mack Rembisz, Connor Russell, Dylan Scott, Devin Zrebiec and
Matt Busardo. Head Coach is Jeff Rembisz, Assistant Coaches are Chris Cerrachio,
Joe Dwyer and Mike Busardo.

PETERPAUL POUNDS 2 TRIPLES, DOUBLE, GETS 5 RBI

Neighborhood Painters Pound
Shapiro’s Softball Men, 17-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bumper night in the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League began with a
thud for Shapiro’s as Neighborhood
Painting produced a 17-4 pounding
in the first game of a doubleheader at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 8.

The shellacking turned out to be
the first victory of the season for the
Painters, several of whom previously
played for the team known as Novy.

“We lost a lot of our players from
last year but we still do have a few
good players with us,” commented
Painter pitcher Ed Novy.

One particular Neighborhood
Painting player was Pat Peterpaul,
who banged out a pair of triples and a
double to drive in five runs, while
scoring three times. Veteran Matt
Hoynowski contributed heavily to the
Neighborhood’s 18-hit bombardment
with an RBI triple, a double and a
single, while scoring three times.
Speedy Jeff Gabriel singled three
times, scored twice and added an
RBI. Powerful veteran Mike Colbert
cracked a two-run triple, singled and
scored once. John Gordon went a
clean 2-for-2, scored twice, walked
and had an RBI sacrifice fly. John
Beckman had a two-run single and an
RBI sac fly and Sal Fazio had a pair of
singles and scored once. Jose
Martinez (RBI) scored twice and
Novy, who had a pair of singles and
an RBI, managed to reach base in all
four of his at bats and score twice.

On the mound, Novy distributed 10
hits among nine Shapiro batters. Jack
Suarez managed to tap a pair of singles
and Chris Galati singled and scored
twice. Wayne Lamore singled and
scored once and John O’Leary crossed
home plate once. Tony Bucco, Todd

Felter and pitcher John Veglia each
rapped RBI singles. Jamie Clark,
Chris Fitzgerald and Tim Lamora each
contributed a single.

Shapiro’s drew first blood in the
top of the first inning when Galati
chopped a single and later scored on
an error in right field. Neighborhood
Painting, however, smothered the
plate with seven runs in the bottom of
the inning. Peterpaul’s double ac-
counted for two of the runs, as did
Colbert’s triple. Two more runs scored
when Novy’s dribbler slipped under
the first baseman’s legs and
Beckman’s sac fly plated the seventh
run.

“I didn’t hit what I wanted but I will
take my error,” snickered Novy.

Shapiro’s did bark with two runs in
the second when O’Leary and Wayne

Lamore skipped across the plate. The
Painters came back with three runs to
make the score, 10-3. Hoynowski and
Peterpaul powdered back-to-back
RBI triples and Gordon launched an
RBI sac fly.

Galati added Shapiro’s final run in
the third after reaching base on an
error and scoring on a bloop single
over first. Neighborhood Painting
added a second, and final, heavy coat
with seven runs in the fourth.
Beckman chopped a two-run single,
Martinez added an RBI groundout,
Peterpaul pulverized his two-run
triple, Gabriel beat out an RBI infield
single and Novy brought in the final
run with a liner down the leftfield
line.
Shapiro’s 121 00 4
Neighborhood Painting 730 7x 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUCHING A LOT OF BASES…Neighborhood Painting’s Matt Hoynowski, obviously a Yankee fan, motors toward
Shapiro first baseman Gene O’Leary. Hoynowski tripled, doubled and singled, while scoring three times.
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Westfield White 11s Hold Off
Cougar 11s’ Come Back, 15-9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and scored once. Knight went-2-for-
2, scored once and stole three bases.
Comer singled, walked twice and
scored once. Jamie Brawley singled,
scored, walked and stole a base. Joe
Norton, Smith and Jake Steele each
singled and Josh Cucuzzella scored
once.

Although offensive clout was exer-
cised by both teams, base running
and defensive mental miscues were
also present, but that is where the
learning experience comes into play
and it would be nothing more than
getting back to the drawing board to
begin correcting the miscues.

“We pick out two or three plays
that made a difference in the game
and point out what they need to do
differently so that they improve each
time out,” Westfield Head Coach Joe
Rinaldi said.

Westfield White struck hard with
four runs in the top of the first inning,
beginning with Varakian’s leadoff
double to right. Varakian scored on a
fielder’s choice then Mele crushed
his two-run shot over the centerfield
fence. Anderson tripled to left and
Boutsikaris brought him home with a
grounder to short.

Shortstop Mele pulled off a fine
defensive play to keep the Cougars
off the board in the bottom of the
inning then the possibility of a short-
ened game appeared when Westfield
exploded with seven more runs in
the second to seize an 11-0 lead.
DiFilippo smashed a leadoff homer
then a walk, two hit batters and two
singles gave Westfield a 7-0 lead and
a bases-loaded situation when
Rinaldi stepped to the plate and un-
loaded his grand slam.

Kane launched his solo blast in the
Cougar second inning, Comer singled,
Leahey doubled and Szekeres
dropped his two-run double into
leftfield. Westfield added two un-
earned runs in the third on a passed
ball and a throwing error and the
Cougars answered with an unearned
run. Leahey, playing second base,
made a brilliant diving catch in the
fourth to hold Westfield scoreless.

“Sean is a three-sport athlete. He
always give 100 percent on the field,”
coach Norton said.

The Cougars had a great opportu-
nity in the fourth, and did score three
runs on Szekeres’ RBI double and
Beato’s two-run double but base run-
ning miscues shortened their rally.

DiFilippo singled and scored on an
error in the fifth to make the score 14-
7, but the Cougars put together two
doubles and a single to score twice in
the bottom of the inning. In the sixth,
Mobarakai singled, stole second and

scored on a throwing error for the
final Westfield run.

“It’s tough to spot a team like
Westfield 11 runs and come back, but
I was real proud that my guys, at least,
got us in the game. Against Westfield,
we can’t make the base running plays
that we made and the silly plays. We
still have some things to work on,”
said coach Norton. “It’s all about a
learning experience for the boys.”

“We jumped out early and they
battled and made it a very close game.
One more hit at the right time and it
could have gone the other way,” coach
Rinaldi said.
Westfield 472 011 15
Cranford 031 320 9

WF White Captures Ripken
District 12, 11U 50/70 Title

Westfield White captured the Cal
Ripken District 12 title for the second
year in a row with a 10-5 victory over
South Orange Maplewood (SOM).
This year’s championship was in the
11U, 50/70 Division where the tour-
nament consisted of Scotch Plains,
Warren, SOM, Bayonne, Cranford
and Westfield Blue.

Westfield came into the champion-
ship game undefeated in District com-
petition but they immediately got off
to a shaky start, allowing three un-
earned runs in the top of the first
inning. Pitcher Vin Difilippo battled
through the adversity, then Westfield
answered with two runs to make it 3-
2. Eric Varakian singled and Chris
Rinaldi walked and both stole bases.
Difilippo launched an RBI sacrifice
fly and Nick Mele ripped an RBI single.

SOM tallied an unearned run in the
second but Westfield exploded for
eight runs in the fourth to grab a 10-
4 lead. Scott Tupper singled up the
middle. Varakian walked. Rinaldi
rapped a two-run single and eventu-
ally made it to third where he scored
on a misplayed popup. Mele walked
and Devin Anderson hammered a two-
run triple. Chris Boutsikaris slapped
an RBI single, Tommy Summers
walked and Tupper singled. Hopper
Murray whacked a ground-rule

double to make the score 10-4.
SOM scored in the top fifth but

Westfield’s defense tightened up.
Summers made a spectacular diving
catch in leftfield. Tupper, Boutsikaris
and Difilippo then executed a text-
book cutoff play to nail a runner, who
tagged up from second on a fly ball.

Difilippo and Boutsikaris each
threw three strong innings, allowing
only four hits and only one earned
run. Coach Joe Rinaldi commented
that the keys to capturing the champi-
onship were excellent, individual fo-
cus and strong teamwork. Rinaldi
added “Each member of this team
came prepared to play for every tour-
nament game and they all worked
together to support one another
throughout the tournament. We played
a couple of pretty tough games on the
path to the finals and the difference
was a result of fewer mental mistakes
and our team sticking together and
helping each other out, especially
when things were tough. I’m ex-
tremely proud of the way that they
come together and consistently rise
to the occasion.”

Westfield advanced to the Cal Ripken
11U 50/70 State tournament in
Hillsborough later this month. The team
maintains a blog covering their season
at westfield11white.blogspot.com.

New Year, New Home, New You!

Spectacular Single-Family Homes 
with First-Floor Master Suites

Adjacent to Brightwood Park 

Come see why so many discerning buyers have chosen the 55+ luxury single-family 
home community that’s close to everything! Heather Glen – Surrounded by the best 
of Westfi eld and Scotch Plains, with a short  commute by train to Manhattan. 

See Sales Representative for details. Pricing, offer and availability subject to change without notice. 

Sales Center Open By Appointment Only
From Garden State Parkway: Exit 135 for Westfi eld. Bear left at ramp, follow circle 
onto Central Avenue. Left onto North Avenue. First right onto Elm Street. Cross Broad 
Street. Left at Dudley, fi rst right onto Prospect Ave. Pass Brightwood Park, fi rst left 
onto Madison Avenue, to end. Left into Heather Glen.

From The West: US 22 East (toward Echo Lake). Turn right onto Lawrence Avenue. 
Make 1st right onto Barchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto 
Prospect Street. Turn left onto Madison Ave. Turn left into Heather Glen.

WE ARE READY 
TO DEAL ON THE 
LAST 2 HOMES!

5 M
inutes F

rom 

Downtown W
estfi

 eld

HEATHERGLENWL.COM  908-301-9200

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (As of July 12:)

TEAM W L
Babooshka   9   1
Awnings Galore 13   3
Buffy’s Tavern 10   3
American Legion/LLG   8   4
S.M.C.   4   9
D&K Associates   2 11

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
Molly Maguire’s   9   4
JTD Construction   7   5
Linda’s Driftwood Bar   6   7
Contact Lens & Vision   5   7
Iceman’s Karaoke   3   9
Northwestern Mutual   1 13

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 14   0
TLC 10   4
Creative Industries 10   5
LA Law   5 10
The Office   5 10
Associated Auto Parts   0 15
TLC 23, LA Law 10
Oscar Harrison (2 HRs, 3B, 6 RBI)

and Bob Lorincz (4 hits) led TLC.
Creative Industries 13, The Office 1

Creative plated six in the fourth.
Tom Lombardi (2 doubles, 3 RBI),
Demo Cervelli (2 hits, RBI) and Art
Kopacz (2 hits, RBI) led Creative.
Bill Hinkle had two doubles and a
single for the losers.
Kilkenny House 21, Associated Auto
Parts 0

Phil Fink and Pete Ierino each had
multi-hit games for Associated.
Contact Lens & Vision 16, JTD
Construction 1

Jerry Archibald (4 hits, HR, triple),
Kerry Gelb, Ray Yarusi, Bob Beiner,
Ed Quinn and Rick Wolf also with
multiple hits, George Merlot’s pitch-
ing led the Lensmen.
Awnings Galore 12, D&K Assoc. 6

Awnings scored five runs in the
seventh inning. Neil Granstrand,
Bruce Crawford and Tom Breen (3-
for-4, RBI each), Joe Penczak (2
doubles, 2 RBI), and Ray Meigs and

Joe Behler with big RBI led Awnings,
who turned four double plays and
threw two runners out at the plate.
Molly Maguire’s 14, Iceman’s
Karaoke 2

Bill Hinkle tossed five shutout in-
nings. Dick McKay (4-for-4, 2 triples,
4 RBI), Jim Hardman, Glenn Zuhl,
Bill Hinkle and Charlie Wischusen
(each with 3 hits) led Molly’s.
Babooshka 17, S.M.C. 15

Tom Straniero, Joe Massimino,
Tony Williams and Larry Esoldo all
with three hits led Babooshka.
Linda’s Driftwood Bar 15, North-
western Mutual 7

Keith McDede, Jack Helfrich, John
Esposito, Phil Fink, Steve Adase, Joe
Bakunas, Tom Siano, Bob Wasyluk,
Rich Krov and Ron Horinko all had
multi-hit games for Linda’s.
Buffy’s Tavern 10, American Legion 9
The Office 13, Associated Auto
Parts10

The Office put together a four-run
rally capped by Chip Weiss’ two-run
triple. Dave Bell and Phil Fink each
had three hits for the losers.
Kilkenny House 10, TLC 4
Creative Industries 19, LA Law 2

Tom Lombardi (4 hits, 3 RBI), Bill
Dougherty (4 hits) and Demo Cervelli,
Nick Lehotsky (3 RBI), Merlo (2
doubles) and Larry Berra with three
his each led Creative.
Babooshka 21, D&K Assoc. 11

Babooshka’s Tom Straniero, Dave
Lavelle and Tony Williams each had
four hits, while Brian Williams, Harry
Semple, Keith Gibbons and Tim
Deegan each had three hits.
Awnings Galore 7, Buffy’s Tavern 4

Awnings’ Bruce Crawford and Neil
Granstrand each went 2-for-3 with
two RBI, while Tom Breen and Ray
Meigs each doubled and tripled. Aw-
nings completed three double plays
and Bobby Rahnenfuhrer threw out a
runner at home.
Contact Lens & Vision 5, Molly
Maguire’s 4

Ray Yarusi (2 triples) George Merlo
(pitching) and Rick Wolf and Jerry
Archibald with late inning RBI led
Contact. Molly’s John Hartnett (triple,
2 RBI), Dave Drechsel (RBI) and
Glen Zuhl (RBI) had multi-hits.
Iceman’s Karaoke 10, Linda’s
Driftwood Bar 8
JTD Construction 14, Northwest-
ern Mutual 13

JTD won it in the seventh. Ed
McColgan (4 hits), and Steve Falco,
Rich Grossberg, Anthony Abbaleo
and Tom Romanowicz (3 hits each)
led the Insurers. Eddie Malko con-
tributed an RBI single.

WF Blue Storm 12U Wins
Carteret Softball Tourney

The Westfield Blue Storm 12U girls
softball team won the Carteret Tour-
nament on June 6 and 7. The girls
outscored their opponents, 51-5, in
the five games they played.

In Game 1, Lauren Schmeider
tossed a 4-0, shutout against West
Milford. Lizzie Fox caught a superb
game all day. Centerfielder Chrissy

Ferraro turned in outstanding defen-
sive plays. Next, the Storm crushed
the Roxbury Gold, 11-1, with the
superb pitching of Elena Scarano.
Emily Mastrocola thumped two
triples, while Michelle Kostyack and
Chrissy Mosco rapped one triple each.

In Game 3, Schmeider tossed a 17-
0, four-inning shutout against Sparta.
Ferrara turned in several fine defen-
sive plays. Allie McBrearty went 3-
for-3 and Mosco had a key double.

The semifinal game put Blue Storm
against West Milford. Scarano and
Mastrocola teamed up to handle the
pitching. West Milford battled but, in the
sixth inning, Julia Criscuolo came up
with a big hit to secure the 8-3, victory.

In the championship game Blue
Storm faced the Bordentown Bandits,
who proved to be no match for the
pitching of Schmeider and Mastrocola.
Ferraro and Lizzie Fox again had an
outstanding game defensively. Scarano
and Fox both went 4-for-4. Westfield
Blue Storm won 11-1.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Cranford 11s
St. Matthew/St. Joseph

Montrose/Fanwood Martine
Neighborhood Paint/Shapiro’s

Babooshka/D&K Associates

WINNING SEASON…The Westfield U9 Tornadoes had a winning season. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: front row, Daniel Lisak, Jason Little, Michael Canabarro,
Leo Warsh, Kevin Fuller, Matthew Bromberg and Andrew Ellner; middle row,
Sean Biglin, William Walsweer, Matthew Manning, Matthew Canabarro and Joey
Wirtshafter; back row, coaches Eduardo Canabarro, Joao Vitor and Jeff Warsh.

The Westfield Blue Storm 12U Softball Team

www.goleader.com
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Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference 
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to 
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not 
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to 
the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. 
Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the 
prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Open House! Sunday, July 19th, 1pm-4pm 
111 Prospect Street, Westf ield, NJ

Why is it that the Savannah in Downtown Westfield is still  
selling, when all the other Real Estate has slowed down?

As Always, 
it's Location,  
Location,  
Location.


35 Luxury Condominium Residences  

For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h We s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Live in Westfield! Select Units at $734,000! Including all upgrades!!!

Guess Where Your Friends  
Are Moving To!

The Savannah has  
CLOSED ON 3 HOMES and  

SIGNED 4 MORE CONTRACTS  
in the month of May!

PATTERSON SMACKS 3-RUN HR, BEYER BANGS 3 RBI

Montrose Softball Men Rock
Fanwood Martine Men, 16-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Powerful Montrose Avenue took
another huge step forward, position-
ing itself into the top spot in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation, rocking Fanwood Martine,
formerly MacLennan Road, 16-2, at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July 9.

Montrose amassed 20 hits and was
led by Ron Patterson, who crushed a
three-run home run in the first inning
to go along with three singles to total
six RBI. Nick Beyer cracked a two-
run triple, singled and had an RBI sac
fly. Don Toppings went 3-for-3, in-
cluding a triple. Ken Kup lashed two
RBI singles. Billy Swisher had two
singles, two RBI and scored once.
Alex Watson rapped an RBI double
and singled. Bobby Fisher finished 2-
for-3 with two RBI. Jimmy Swisher
tapped a pair of hits and Marc Plawker
singled.

Defensively, Toppings dove head
first into the first base fence to make a
grab. Watson made two back-to-back
snags to keep runners from scoring in
the sixth and Jim Swisher made a fine
scoop of a grounder in the seventh.
Veteran pitcher Bobby Swisher backed
by relief pitchers Scott Stogner, Billy
Mariani and Billy Swisher, limited
Fanwood Martine to nine hits.

“This definitely is the best team we’ve
had in over 15 years. We know each
other’s strengths and weaknesses and
picking each other up where we need to
be picked up. Everyone seems to put
the bat on the ball, getting seeing-eye
singles or hitting them long. We feel
pretty confident. We’re just hoping we
can carry it through the playoffs,” said
Montrose team captain Kup.

Paul Stofa tripled and doubled,
Brian Osborn singled and had an RBI
sac fly and Dennis Glynn had two
singles and an RBI. Adam Osborn,
Colin Osborn, Chuck Amsheyus and
Mike Lysak each singled for Martine.
Amsheyus made an over-the-shoul-
der running grab in the second then
and turned a short-to-second double
play in the third. In the sixth, Mike
Marks backed by Lysak, Colin Osborn
and Troutman shut down the Montrose
machine in order.

Montrose (10-1) plated five runs in
the bottom of the first inning, includ-
ing Patterson’s three-run homer. The
Fanwood boys responded with one
run in the second, highlighted by
Stofa’s triple to right center.

Montrose jumped all over Martine
pitcher Marks with six runs in the
second. Kup whacked an RBI single,
Beyer yanked a two-run triple and
Patterson followed with a two-run

single. Bobby Swisher ended the romp
with an RBI single. Patterson added
an RBI single in the third to make the
score 12-1 but Montrose plated four
more in the fifth. Bobby Swisher and
Kup each punched RBI singles and
Billy Swisher posted a two-run single.
In the seventh, Stofa doubled to right
and scored on Glynn’s single.

“It’s always a tough game against
Montrose. They’re a great team, a lot
of power hitters, great fielding, while
we did not pull it off the way I was
hoping today. We’re still trying to get
comfortable making sure everyone is
in the right position and I think we
have been playing a little better lately.
We all work well together. Everyone
on the team is easy going and they all
want to be here. That’s what I like
about this team. Everyone is such
good friends. We just need to pick the
game up a little. I see us getting better
and better, while trying to finish out
the season winning,” said team cap-
tain Marks.

“Our outfield probably is as solid as
it can get with Beyer out there and
Watson at short. He kind of holds us all
together. We find ways to put guys into
the right positions and everyone comes
through as a team,” concluded Kup.
Fanwood Martine 010 000 1 2
Montrose Avenue 561 040 x 16

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIREBALLER ON THE MOUND…Scott Stogner shut down the Fanwood Martine batters in three innings of relief.

ACG NJ Schedules
Annual Golf Outing

ACG New Jersey (Association for
Corporate Growth, New Jersey Chap-
ter) is holding its second Annual Golf
Outing on Monday, July 27, at
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club on the
exclusive Forest Course. The outing
includes a luncheon beginning at 11
a.m. with tee-off at 1 p.m. There will
also be evening cocktails and dinner.
For more information or to register
visit acg.org/nj or call (877) 224-
6667, ext. 20. Non-members are wel-
come to attend.

About ACG: The Association for
Corporate Growth, founded in 1954,
is a leading international association
for and about business owners, senior
executives, investors and profession-
als focused on establishing and ex-
ecuting strategy for increasing sus-
tainable stakeholder value through in-
ternal and external growth. ACG NJ is
comprised of local business execu-
tives, investors and service providers
involved with corporate growth, di-
vestitures and MandA activities.

WG Barracudas Begin Season with 2 Wins

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

This charming 7 room, 3 BR 1 ½ bath Colonial features: hdwd. flrs.; a Liv Rm w/fplc; a Formal DR.; Updated EIK; a Den/Sun Room
plus, a full bsm’t , walk-up attic & one car det. garage for storage. Nestled on a quiet street - convenient to town, schools and NYC
transp. DIR: Rahway or Lamberts Mill to Dorian Rd. to Dorian Ct.

10 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $965,000
Beautiful 10 rm., 4 BR, 3 ½ bath CH Colonial boasts: a gracious Foyer; grand Living Room w/fplc.; a formal Dining Room; an EIK
w/center island; expanded Family Room w/fplc.; & fin. bsm’t w/Rec. Rm., Office & full bath. Private back yard on cul-de-sac street
w/blue stone patio, sprinkler system & more! DIR: Lambert’s Mill Rd. to Kirkview Circle to #10

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield $1,575,000
Magnificent 14 room, 6 BR, 4 ½ bath CH Colonial features: a grand entry Foyer; a Living Room/Library w/built-in’s & fplc.; lg.
Formal Dining Room; gourmet EIKw/sitting area & fplc; grand Family Room w/cath. ceilings and fplc.; 1st floor MBR suite w/access
to conservatory; 1st floor guest wing; 3 car garage & more! Nestled on .77+/- acre lot. DIR: Lawrence Ave. to private cluster of 4
homes off Lawrence, near Minisink.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 19th • 1-4PM

507 Dorian Court, Westfield $495,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 19th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 19th • 1-4PM

252 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield $899,999
Spacious front porch Colonial with open floor plan featuring a gracious Foyer; Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Eat In
Kitchen open to Family Room w/fireplace; Master Bedroom Suite with full bath and walk in closet.  Great location convenient to
town, schools, park, pool and NYC transportation! Dir: Rahway Ave. or Lamberts Mill Rd. to Dorian Rd. to Hyslip Ave.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 19th • 1-4PM

Christine Marino, a Scotch Plains
resident and graduate of Mount St.
Mary and The College of New Jersey,
began her third year as head coach of
the Willow Grove Barracudas. She,
along with her assistant coaches,
Lindsay Hauptman, Kate Kosenick
and Jillian Murphy, are 2-
0 this season.

The Barracudas de-
feated Manor Park on July
8 then topped Nomahegan
Swim Club, 278-253. Last
season six club records
were set. Three of those
records were: Amanda
Banasiak, girls 9-10 25-
meter freestyle with a time
of 15.25, Erika Frazier
(girls 8U) 25-meter fly at
20.20 and Scott Marino,
coach Christine’s brother,
(boys 15-17) 50-freestyle
at 25.00. Christine is 12-0
lifetime as head coach of
the Barracudas. The Bar-
racudas have three more
meets remaining:

Westfield Memorial, Highland Swim
Club and Cranford.

Marino works in Greenbrook as a
fourth grade teacher. She swam in
college and qualified for Nationals in
her senior year; her favorite stroke –
backstroke.

Christine Marino
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Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

NEEDLE POINT HOME THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU`RE LOOKING FOR! SPLIT LEVEL

COLONIAL CENTER HALL COLONIAL NEW CONSTRUCTION

$898,500 $985,000 $629,000

$799,900 $1,279,000

This Custom designed Needle Point Homes is Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. This home has 4 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor office,
Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas
fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The
convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting
Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning
homes. MLS # 2598853

This classic 5 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial, built in 1920 and set just off historic
Boulevard, retains all the period architectural detailing of high ceilings, arched entry,
characteristic moldings, oversized wood burning fireplace and large rooms. Incredibly light
& bright throughout, the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral
ceiling, skylight, additional fireplace, updated kitchen & 3 renovated baths (including the
master bath), and finished basement. The groomed .3 acre backyard hosts frequent picnics
& croquet matches. Located within .5 miles of the train station, all the conveniences of
downtown Westfield are just moments away. Recently painted, inside and out, this home
is in absolute move-in condition. MLS # 2678961

Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location; featuring a new
master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very convenient to NYC
transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large deck overlooking the park
like backyard with in-ground swimming pool and Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite
on ground floor. MLS # 2695677

This delightful home has classic charm combined with many new amenities-7 Rooms- 3
Bedrooms - 1.1 BATHS- including 2005 updated kitchen w/ stainless appliances, center
island, tile floor & maple cabinets. Updated baths, formal dining room, living room,
hardwood floors, walk-up attic; 25x16 deck off kitchen (2004), spacious, deep private yard
with new above ground pool and new paver patio, walkway & landscaping; new electric
panel-2008, driveway paved 2006, plumbing updated in kitchen & baths 2005; finished
basement w/ rec room & office 2004; oil tank in basement; new front door, porch and
sidewalk 2007. Close to schools and transportation. EVERYTHING IS DONE-MOVE
RIGHT IN!! MLS # 2697091

Charming Center Hall Colonial in picturesque neighborhood. This cozy 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Home is situated on a large .25 acre corner lot steps from the scenic Tamaques Park.
The entrance vestibule on the first floor invites you into the generously proportioned 1st
floor which features Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room and cozy Kitchen with a separate eating area. The 2nd floor boasts 4 spacious
Bedrooms including a large Master Bedroom Suite and additional Full Bath. In addition,
this quaint home features numerous upgrades and amenities. The oversized property is
located on a very quiet, winding street minutes to schools and town. MLS# 2666909

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

$389,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on May
27, 2009, granted variance approval from
the requirements of 184-125 C for prop-
erty owned by Saurav and Bindu Majumdar
at 170 Second Street Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, being Block 104 and Lot 1.01.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Ms. Bindu Majumdar
170 Second Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 7/16/09, The Times Fee: $16.32 PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on July 9, 2009, the following deci-
sions of the Board were memorialized:

Approved: Sungjoo Park, for a Tem-
porary Operating Permit to operate a car
service business and park one (1) car on
premise at property located at 7 Canter-
bury Drive, Block 5501, Lot 1.

Approved: Stone Art Design, Inc., for
a Temporary Operating Permit to store
stone slabs outside to the rear of property
located at 2371 Beryllium Road, Block
6901, Lot 25.

Approved: Watermarc Graphics, Inc.,
for a Temporary Operating Permit to allow
the usage of a storage container, on
premise at property located at 2367A
Beryllim Road, Block 6901, Lot 24.

Approved: Charles Bernius, t/a UAC
Packaging, LLC, for a Temporary Oper-
ating Permit to permit usage of two outside
storage tents on premise at property lo-
cated at 2385 Beryllium Road, Block
6901, Lot 26.

Approved: BeCue Realty, Inc., for a
Temporary Operating Permit to install a
storage container outside of property lo-
cated at 2347 Beryllium Road, Block 6901,
Lot 23.

The file pertaining to these applications
are in the Office of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains and is available for public
inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 7/16/09, The Times Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 7/28/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Interstate Bridge Painting Contract, Route I-78, Nine (9) Bridges, Contract No.
SWI093640; Bloomsbury Borough, Bedminster Twp., Springfield Twp., City of

Newark, Hunterdon, Somerset, Union and Essex Counties;
Federal Project No: FS-078-5(100); UPC NO: 093640; DP No: 09155

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 7/9/09, 7/16/09 and 7/23/09, The Leader Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on July 6,
2009 adopted the following resolution.

PB-09-06 Gentemp c/o Joseph A.
Buontempo and Jean Genevich, 254
Seneca Place, Block 701, Lot 38. Appli-
cant is seeking final major subdivision
approval to subdivide one lot into two
conforming lots. Preliminary subdivision
approval was granted by Resolution
adopted on August 17, 2006. Such ap-
proval was extended to August 17, 2010
by Resolution adopted on May 4, 2009.
Application approved.

Kris McAloon
Secretary, Planning Board

1 T - 7/16/09, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on July 6,
2009 adopted the following resolution.

PLANNING BOARD RESOLU-
TION ADOPTING THE LAND
USE ELEMENT

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield, State of New Jersey,
adopted its current Master Plan pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28 on October 7, 2002
and subsequently prepared and adopted
its Reexamination report on March 17,
2009; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan includes a
Land Use Element pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-28b(2); and

WHEREAS, upon notice duly provided
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-13, the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield held a
public hearing(s) on the Land Use Ele-
ment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has
determined that the Land Use Element is
consistent with the goals and objectives of
the Town of Westfield’s Master Plan and
that adoption and implementation of the
Land Use Element is in the public interest
and protects public health and safety and
promotes the general welfare.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, State of New Jersey, that the
Planning Board hereby adopts the Land
Use Element.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 7/16/09, The Leader Fee: $34.17

FOR SALE

Sofa and loveseat- 84"x 40", 64" x
40", blue, gold and burgundy flo-
ral. Great condition. Asking $400

(908) 654-8612

APARTMENT FOR RENT
1 BR apt., 1st FL, 2 family Victo-
rian home, use of basement, 4
blks to train. Price $1,245 plus Util
& Heat. 1.5 months security. NO
pets or smoking. Avail Sept 1st.

CALL (908) 232-4655

CAR FOR SALE

Honda Civic Ex 1999 2 door,
sunroof, 52,000 miles, original
owner - well maintained. $4000.
Color-Black. Car is in Scotch Plains.
Call Mary Beth @ (973) 214-8052.

HELP WANTED

Westfield law firm specializing
in Matrimonial/Family Law is
seeking an experienced Legal
Secretary/Paralegal with a
“strong” Family Law background
for part time employment. Salary
commensurate with experience.
Please fax or email resume to:

(908) 233-7250 or
Dulinskilaw@aol.com

CASH WHILE YOU WORK!

I will sell your items on EBAY.
Shipping and Handling INCL.
Call me at (908) 966-4889.

You won’t be sorry! I do it ALL!

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME

Give your home the designer look
without spending a fortune. Cre-
ative Home Enhancement’s Inte-
rior Redesign and Home Staging
services will redesign your space
using everything you already pos-
sess! Call or email for a FREE on-
site consultation. (347) 306-9252
or robert.chedesign@gmail.com

SPRING LAKE BEACH HOME

FSBO - Victorian style w/ wrap-
around decks, front swing, 3-4 BR
2.5 BA. Walk 4 blocks to Beach
from 418 Central. Reduced to
$985,000. (732) 359-6302

BABYSITTER

College student available for
summer babysitting through end
of Sept. Has excel. References

and transportation.
(908) 654-7742

APARTMENT RENTAL

Downtown Westfield
Elm Street, near transportation,

2.5 rooms, $825/month.
Please call (908) 233-3068HELP WANTED

FIVE GUYS Burgers and Fries
of Westfield is looking for
managers, supervisors,

cooks and cashiers.
Call Ken at (914) 462-6242

SP-F Students Receive
Thousands from deLeeuw

SCOTCH PLAINS – Twenty-nine
students shared $40,500 when the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship fund an-
nounced its annual winners June 9.
The awards bring the fund’s total
gifts to $884,500.

The awards dinner was held at the
Spain Inn in Piscataway. Five area
rotary clubs act as selectors for the
deLeeuw Fund, which is a fund of the
Plainfield Foundation.

The scholarships are financed from
a bequest by Adele deLeeuw, long-
time Plainfield resident, author of 80
books, journalist and arts activist.

One college senior who has won
scholarships for four consecutive
years was honored as an Adele
deLeeuw Senior Scholar. She is
Alejandra Fernandez of Plainfield,
attending the Catholic University of
America. Majoring in architecture,
she was awarded $2,500.

Winners from the graduating class
of 2009 included, from Plainfield
High School, Briana Taylor, $1,000;
from North Plainfield High School,
Jonathan Valencia, $1,000, and from
South Plainfield High School, Lind-
say Barton, $1,000, Maxwell Butler,
$1,000, Keri Gould, $1,000, Zane
Lesky, $1,000, and Erik White,
$1,000. From Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Karthik Kumar and
Martin Sweeney, each $1,000, and
Ulysses Velasquez awarded $2,000.
Devendra Gurjar and Alan Hong from
JP Stevens High School each won
$1,500 and Bridget McManus, from
Mt. St. Mary Academy, won $2,500.

Repeat winners already in college

included, from Plainfield High
School, Chanice Sears, Edwin Teran
and Caleb Williams, each $1,000;
and Joseph Tiller, $1,500. From North
Plainfield High School, Arkor
Kolubah and Elisa Salvemini, each
$1,000. From South Plainfield High
School, Nicholas Baldasarre,
Przemyslaw Lasota and Alison Smith,
each $1,000.

Winners from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School were Bailey
Marie Cardinal, $2,000, and Elaine
Piniat, $1,000. Sky Cheung, a gradu-
ate of Union County Magnet High
School, was awarded $1,000. Kailynn
Barbour of Edison won $1,000. Ana
Jimenez Moreno, also from Edison,
won $4,000. Julian Blake Tavormina
from Watchung Hills Regional High
School won $3,000.

Applications for year 2010 Adele
deLeeuw scholarships will be avail-
able in January from high school guid-
ance offices in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, North and South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung and
Edison.

For further information, call Sally
Young, scholarship administrator, at
(732) 381-6269.

Jacobs of SP Makes
Hartford Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Uni-

versity of Hartford announced that
William Jacobs of Scotch Plains
earned dean’s list recognition for
the Spring 2009.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 7/26 (1-4 )

Berkeley Heights
849 Mountain Ave.

Special 10-day sales event
7/17 thru 7/26 ONLY.

Price reduced from $499,000
to $450,000. 3 BDR, 2 full BTH
Cape in impeccable condition.
Written offers will be submitted to
owners & must be accompanied
by mortgage pre-approval.

Carolann Clynes
(908) 522-3003

Coldwell Banker
www.cbmoves.com

Open House: Sunday, July 19th 10AM to 2PM
For Sale by Owner. Exquisitely renovated corner gem on Lenox Avenue,

Westfield. Originally built in 1924, this historic home had a complete

foundation to roof renovation 2007-2008. Everything is brand new:

kitchen, heating/cooling system, all 4 bathrooms, master en suite with

huge walk in closet and exquisite white marble bath. Perfect family design

with 5 bedrooms, 2nd floor laundry, home office and finished gorgeous

basement. Kitchen and family room are seamlessly connected. Meticulous

attention to every detail. Ideal location just 3 blocks to the train station,

2 blocks to Starbucks. Photos and contact at www.402lenox.com. Agents

welcome. $1,290,000. Call for appointment: 908-334-0733.
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Visual Arts Center’s Show
Evokes Jurist’s Emotion
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The diverse artistic talent
of the members of Summit’s Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey (VACNJ)
are on display in the center’s Main
Gallery until July 24.

Representing a range of media, the
VACNJ’s Members’ Show showcases
jewelry, sculpture, photography,
drawing, painting and collage, among
other forms of art.

Andy Foster, the owner of Gallery
51 in Montclair, judged the exhibit
and awarded $1,900 in total prize
money in the categories of photogra-
phy, watercolor, sculpture, ceramics,
portraiture, pastel, innovative expres-
sions, media best in show, honorable
mention and merit.

“I could have easily given each
award five times over and made an
equally compelling argument for each
choice,” he said. “Truly, every piece
hung in this show deserves an ‘honor-
able mention.’”

One criterion used by Mr. Foster
was each artist’s technique.

“When evaluating work that is cat-
egorized by mediums, technique be-
comes a very critical factor in the
decision-making process,” he said.

One question Mr. Foster continu-
ously asked himself in the selection
of the art was “does it move us in
some way?”

Area artists awarded Members’
Show accolades include Mountainside
residents Brook Gardiner, who won a
Merit Award for her alabaster stone,

“Octopus,” Hope Saladino, who won
an Honorable Mention for her water-
color, “Serenity,” and Jeri Greenberg,
who won the Marian Anderson Me-
morial Award for Portraiture for her
pastel, “Do You Know?”

The clean lines of Ms. Gardiner’s
“Octopus” lend themselves to a real-
istic depiction of her subject that
leaves no doubt in the viewer’s mind
as to what she is portraying.

Ms. Saladino’s “Serenity” is some-
what a contradiction, as the angry black
rocks of the painting exude passion
simmering just below the surface.

Ms. Greenberg’s “Do You Know?”
is a pastel portrait of a woman whose
pensive facial features indicate she is
keeping a secret but whose demeanor
suggests she very much wants to re-
veal it.

In addition, Westfield artists Malez
Bluck, Joy Cabanos, Takayo
Futamura, Barbara McElheny, Eu-
gene Prial, Gladys Reimers, Wendy
Rosenberg, Cathy Salomon and
Eileen Satkin exhibited in the Mem-
bers’ Show Exhibit.

Miron Abramovici, Bernice Feuer,
Patricia Kozlowski, Leslie Sawin-
Kepner and Lauren Turney of Berkely
Heights also exhibited, as did Meral
Akyuz, George Hodges, Judy Kravitz
and Marjorie Picard of Scotch Plains
and Barbara Cromarty, Paul Mecca
and Shirley Oslislo of Mountainside.

For more information about
VACNJ, log onto artcenternj.org.

Maestro Tramm Conducts
Lecture on Mozart Requiem
SUMMIT – Tonight, July 16, at

7:30 p.m., Jason Tramm, artistic di-
rector of Summit Music Festival, will
give a free lecture on the much-be-
loved Mozart Requiem. The lecture
will be held at the Summit Public
Library on 75 Maple Street in Sum-
mit.

Maestro Tramm, who is also music
director of New Jersey State Opera,
said, “Learning the context of this
glorious Requiem will enhance one’s
appreciation and enjoyment of our
July 25 performance. Mozart died at
34, right in the middle of composing
the Requiem. But which composer
truly finished this masterwork? This
mystery has yet to be solved. The
Requiem has a fascinating history,
one I look forward to sharing with our
wonderful audience.”

Maestro Tramm’s lecture will prime
audiences for the festival’s upcoming
concert on Saturday, July 25, at the
Central Presbyterian Church on 70
Maple Street in Summit.

Along with the Mozart Requiem,
Barber’s Adagio for Strings will be
performed by New Jersey State Op-
era Orchestra and internationally ac-
claimed soloists along with The Fes-
tival Choir. Tickets are available at
the door or by e-mailing
info@smfnj.org. Those attending the
lecture will have the opportunity to
get their tickets early. There is a sug-
gested donation of $20.

This performance is a historic col-
laboration between the Summit Mu-
sic Festival and New Jersey State
Opera Orchestra, one of the premier
professional orchestras in the state.

Russian Carnival Ensemble
To Appear at WF Church

CARNIVAL COMES TO TOWN…The “Russian Carnival” Ensemble will
perform in Westfield tomorrow. They are: back row, left to right, Nataliya
Vsevolodskaya, guitar, alto-balalaika; Leonid Bruk, contrabass, balalaika; Mayya
Kalikhman, mandolin and mandola; Tamara Volskaya, domra; in the front is
bayanist Anatoliy Trofimov.

The ensemble features a variety of
Russian folk instruments such as the
bayan and domras and balalaikas of
different sizes and shapes from prima
to bass. Composers on this program
will include Glier, Bach-Gounod,
Holminov, Bernstein, Rossini, Glinka,
Shostakovich, Pakenheem and Vivaldi.

New York music reviewer Victor
Orlov recently wrote “...The great suc-
cess of the ‘Russian Carnival’ En-
semble can be explained by top-level
professionalism, unity of the ensemble
and the [musicians’] ability to fully
fuse with the music they perform...”

A donation of $10 will be taken at the
door on the night of the performance.
No reservations are required. Ample
parking will be available in the church
lot off Ferris Place. For information,
call the church office at (908) 233-4211
daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

– Obituaries –
John Sullivan, Jr., 81, Sales Executive;
Devoted Family Man and Red Sox Fan
John W. Sullivan, Jr., 81, of Scotch

Plains died on Sunday, July 12, at his
residence.

Born and raised in Boston, Mass.,
he moved to Westfield in 1966 and
settled in Scotch Plains in 1987. John
attended Boston College.

A veteran of World War II, he served
in the South Pacific with the United
States Marine Corps.

John had been a sales executive in
the health and beauty industry for
over 30 years. He was then employed
with MandF Foods in Irvington for
10 years, retiring in 1994.

His most important interests were
spending time with his children and
grandchildren, reading and watching
his beloved Boston Red Sox.

His wife, Mary Ellen Sullivan, pre-
deceased him in 1996.

Surviving are his loving children,
John W. III, Matthew J., Susanna,
Amy, Eleanor and Bartholomew
Sullivan; his caring brothers and sis-
ters, Joseph and Paul Sullivan, Mary
White, Ann Madden and Eileen
Tansey, and his cherished grandchil-
dren, John W. IV, Grace, Matthew J.
Jr. and Michael Sullivan.

The funeral will be held today,
Thursday, July 16, at 10 a.m. at the
Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. A Funeral
Mass will be offered at 10:30 a.m. at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

July 16, 2009

Herman W. Graf, 90, Earned Honors
During Colgate-Palmolive Career

Herman W. Graf, 90, of
Mountainside died on Monday, July
6, at home.

Born in Newark and raised in
Maplewood, he received a degree from
the Rutgers School of Business in
Newark. During this time, he was one
of the founders of the Alumni School
of Business of Rutgers, Newark and
was a member of Delta Sigma Pi. The
Scarlet Oak Memorial Service Award
was presented to Mr. Graf in 2002.

He was married to his wife, Olga,
for 54 years until her death in 1996. A
son, Spike, also predeceased him.

A veteran of World War II, Mr.
Graf served in the United States Army
Air Corps. After his honorable dis-

charge, he and his wife moved back
to New Jersey, where he joined
Colgate-Palmolive Company as a
sales representative. He spent his en-
tire career with the company, earning
multiple awards and recognition.

Surviving are his son, Robert; four
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children.

A funeral service was held on Fri-
day, July 10, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

For more information or online
condolences, please log on to
Grayfuneralhomes.com.

July 16, 2009

Malcolm Fraser, 79, Research Scientist;
Part of Superconducting Wire Team

Malcolm James Fraser, 79, of Sun
City West, Ariz. passed away on Fri-
day, May 29, in Hospice of the Valley
in Surprise, Ariz.

Born in Jersey City on May 28,
1930, he was the son of Oliver B.J. and
Evelyn Lefebvre Fraser. His parents
moved to Westfield in 1934, where he
lived until his marriage in 1951 to
Rose-Marie Jordan of North Plainfield.

Malcolm graduated from St.
Francis Xavier High School in Man-
hattan, N.Y. in 1948. He earned his
bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D. de-
grees in metallurgical engineering and
physical metallurgy at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y.

Malcolm was elected a member of
Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Xi and Phi Lambda
Upsilon Honor Societies while at RPI.
He also was a member of A.I.M.E.,
A.S.M. and A.I.S.E.

As a research scientist at

Westinghouse Research Laborato-
ries in Pittsburgh, Pa. and at the
company’s Blairsville, Pa. plant dur-
ing the late 1950s and 1960s,
Malcolm was part of the three-man
team that developed superconduct-
ing wire, which marked a great leap
forward in technology. He built
Westinghouse’s Abingdon, Va. plant
and was plant manager for a time.

In the early 1970s, Malcolm joined
Copperweld Steel Corporation and
rose to the position of vice-president
of technology. He held numerous
patents and built plants and equip-
ment throughout his career.

Surviving, in addition to his wife,
are six children and eight grandchil-
dren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, June 6, at the Prince of
Peace Church of Sun City West, Ariz.

July 16, 2009
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003069

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-28944-08

Plaintiff: COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.
VS.
Defendant: MARIA BERGANZA, MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC.
AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST INTERSTATE FI-
NANCIAL CORPORATION, MANUEL
RAMIREZ, HER HUSBAND

Sale Date: 07/22/2009
Writ of Execution: 05/06/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty Five Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Three
and 01/100*** $355,683.01.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 352 HOE AVENUE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY

Tax lot No. 23 in Block No. 601
Dimention of Lot Approaimately: 50 x 108
Nearest Cross Street: FRONT STREET
Being known and designated as Lot 23, Block

601, Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, also known and designated as Lots
No. 14 & 15 as shown on a certain map entitled
“Grand View Park Annex, Owned and Devel-
oped by the Equator Realty & Improvement Co.”
filed August 29, 1919, as map No. 184-C in the
Union County Register’s Officer, and being more
particularly described as follows:

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Total as of May 21, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred One Thousand

One Hundred Ninety Five and 15/100***
$401,195.15 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 6/25, 7/2, 7/9
& 7/16/09 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003197

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-28990-08

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE
CERTIFICATEHLDRS, MASTR ASSET
BACKED SECURITIES TRUST 2007-NCW
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES SERIES 2007-NCW

VS.
Defendant: DEBRA SMITH, MATTHEW

DEPP, MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR NEW
CENTURY MORTGAGE CORPORATION ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 07/29/2009
Writ of Execution: 05/18/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty Three Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty Six
and 74/100*** $563,936.74.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 127 WASH-
INGTON STREET, WESTFIELD NEW JERSEY
07090-2517

BEING KNOWN as LOT 49, BLOCK 4103, on
the official Tax Map of the twp of Westfield

Dimentions: 175.00 feet x 50.00 feet x 175.oo
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Three
Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Nine and 44/
100*** $623,439.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, New Jersey 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 07/02, 07/09, 07/16
& 07/23/09 Fee: $216.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003239

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-18113-08

Plaintiff: AMERICAN HOME MORTGAGE
SERVICING, INC., A DELAWARE CORPORA-
TION F/K/A AH MORTGAGE ACQUISITION CO.,
INC.

VS.
Defendant: JOCELYN PELINO AND RODEL

PELINO, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 07/29/2009
Writ of Execution: 05/06/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty One Thousand Four Hundred Fifty Six and
12/100*** $331,456.12.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as: 514 CICILIA PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY.

It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
20.

The dimentions are approximately 50 feet wide
by 125 feet long.

Nearest cross street: EAST SECOND STREET
Prior lien(s): SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES

AND OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS.
AS OF 11/5/2008 TAXES ARE PAID

THROUGH 4th QUARTER 2008.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Three

Thousand Four Hundred Twenty Eight and 44/
100*** $373,428.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG &
NORGAARD, LLC
293 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 300 - PO BOX 1660
LIVINGSTON, New Jersey 07039-1660
(973) 740-0700
4 T - 07/02, 07/09, 07/16
& 07/23/09 Fee: $177.48

PRESERVERS OF HISTORY…Members of the Volunteer Board of the Miller-
Cory House Museum of Westfield were feted at a June 27 luncheon at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Frank Vey, Melinda Mucha, Ines Schantz, Fran Gold, outgoing president;
Roberta Lubin, Joan Barna, Eileen O’Shea and Pat D’Angelo, incoming presi-
dent. Board members not pictured include Debbie Bailey, Sherry Lange, Kathy
Eaton, Darlene Palombo and Irene Greenstein.

Seniors to Gather Today
At Garwood Firehouse

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club will hold its next
meeting today, Thursday, July 16, at
noon at the Garwood Firehouse on
South Avenue. Committee members
will be called on to give their re-
ports.

The club has revealed that the
Garwood Senior Citizens Picnic held

on June 25 was a great success.
Walter Maszcak, trip coordinator,

has scheduled a trip on Tuesday,
August 11, to the Brownstone in
Paterson for Lucy, I’m Home, a mad-
cap tribute to Lucille Ball and Desi
Arnaz. The cost is $43 per person
and will include a family-style menu.
The bus will leave the Garwood
Firehouse at 10:15 a.m. and return at
approximately 5 p.m.

All Garwood seniors are invited to
an afternoon of music and ice cream
sundaes on Thursday, August 13,
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Garwood Firehouse. To reserve a
spot, individuals are asked to call
Paulette at (908) 789-0738 and leave
their name and telephone number.

Seniors are reminded that there will
be no exercise or line dancing during
July and August. Bowling will con-
tinue on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. at
Garwood Lanes, and a ceramics class
will take place at the firehouse on
Thursday, July 23, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. Individuals must pre-register five
days in advance for the ceramics class
by calling (908) 276-1090.

Birthdays celebrated during July
include those of Connie Batich, Elma
Diers, Eileen Fluhr, Ann Marie
Guerriero, Marie Hartung, Marie Le
Meur, Helen Matalaga, Harry
McKasson and Richard McManus.

Recycling Day Set July 25
For Electronic Equipment

SCOTCH PLAINS – The County
of Union will sponsor a recycling
event for electronic equipment on
Saturday, July 25, for Union County
residents to get rid of unwanted
computers, televisions and other
electronic equipment in an environ-
mentally proper manner.

This special recycling event will
take place rain or shine from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
near the Ash Brook Golf Course.

All residents of Union County
are eligible to participate at no cost;
businesses cannot participate. Proof
of Union County residency is re-
quired. There is a limit of six elec-
tronic items per car.

“Up to 95 percent of most elec-
tronic appliances can be recycled,”
said Freeholder Chester Holmes,
liaison to the Union County Solid
Waste Advisory Board. “Computer
monitors and old televisions are the
source of a considerable amount of
lead – about five pounds per screen.
This is a responsible way to keep
hazardous heavy metals out of our
environment.”

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on July 25 includes com-
puter monitors, hard drives, mo-
dems, keyboards, CPUs, mice, print-
ers, scanners, speakers, televisions,

VCRs, fax machines, telephones and
circuit boards.

Refrigerators, washers and dry-
ers, microwaves and air condition-
ers will not be accepted.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on July 25 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Planning and Environmen-
tal Conservation website at ucnj.org/
recycle.

Workers at the site will unload
the unwanted electronics from resi-
dents’ vehicles. Pre-registration is
not required for this special Satur-
day collection.

In addition to the special July 25
recycling event sponsored by the
County of Union, there are other
local opportunities for residents to
recycle electronic equipment. For
more computer and electronics re-
cycling options and information,
visit ucnj.org/recycle or call the
Union County Recycling Hotline at
(908) 654-9889.

An alternative drop-off program
for recycling electronics equipment
is available every Monday between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at the Newtech
Recycling Facility, located at 600-
A Apgar Drive in Somerset.

WESTFIELD – World music will
be presented by the “Russian Carni-
val” Ensemble tomorrow during a
Friday Evening Classics concert in
the sanctuary of Westfield’s First
United Methodist Church, located at
1 East Broad Street, at 7:30 p.m.

The “Russian Carnival” Ensemble
consists of top-level professional mu-
sicians who contribute to the growing
interest in Russian folk music and
instruments in America. The group
blends Russian, Eastern European and
traditional world folk, as well as clas-
sical and contemporary music in their
performances.

The “Russian Carnival” gives new
dimensions to the use of traditional
Russian folk instruments by present-
ing music of different styles through
the prism of the natural sound of their
unusual stringed instruments.

Arts & Entertainment

GRADUATED…Jeffrey Dresely of
Westfield graduated on Saturday, May
16, from Lebanon Valley College, lo-
cated in Annville, Pa. Jeffrey earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in religion.

Julie Meurer Joins
Volunteer Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Julie Meurer,
the daughter of Laura and Roger
Meurer of Scotch Plains, was one of
95 Hamilton College students to par-
ticipate in Alternative Spring Break
(ASB). Participants did volunteer
work in six locations throughout the
south during Hamilton’s spring break,
March 14 to 29.

Julie, a sophomore, is a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Alternative Spring Break is in-
tended to increase students’ aware-
ness and concern of social issues while
generating a lifelong interest in com-
munity service. This year, Hamilton
ASB sent students to Washington,
D.C., North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee,
Kentucky and Mississippi.

Hamilton’s Alternative Spring
Break program is sponsored by the
Hamilton Association for Volunteer-
ing, Outreach and Charity, a student-
run community service organization.
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St. Helen’s Church Raises Money
For Local Needs Through Song

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church hosted “A Summer
Night of Song” last month and raised
$4,000 for local residents in need and
struggling artists.

“I initially had the idea – what if we
throw a concert?” said Westfield resi-
dent Maureen Francis, a professional
opera singer and a cantor at St. Helen’s.

Eager to use her craft to help those
around her, she approached St. Helen’s
pastor William Harms.

The pastor wanted to assist the “Help-
ing Hands and Hearts” initiative, an
outreach program run through St.
Helens. Ms. Francis wished to help the
AGMA (The American Guild of Musi-
cal Artists) Relief Fund, which pro-
vides emergency assistance to its mem-
bers; as a compromise, both organiza-
tions became the beneficiaries of the
concert.

“A Summer Night of Song” featured
Ms. Francis and her friends Kyle
Gonyea, baritone, and Kathryn Olander,
piano. Ms. Francis and Mr. Gonyea
sang a variety of opera, operetta and
songs from musicals while Ms. Olander
accompanied them on the piano.

Throughout the concert, Ms. Francis
and Mr. Gonyea’s strong voices hit a
gamut of pitches with deep resonance.
Their vocal versatility and ability to
complement one another harmonically
was heard on duets such as “Dunque io
son?” (Barber of Seville) by Rossini,
“So in Love” (Kiss Me, Kate) by Cole
Porter and Mozart’s “Non piú andrai”
(Marriage of Figaro).

Ms. Francis entranced the audience
with a commanding stage presence.
Her hand movements conveyed emo-
tion in songs that would normally have
been lost on audiences due to the lan-
guage barrier.

Exaggerated flicks of the wrist,
sweeping gestures and theatrical facial
expressions were so pronounced they
were visible even from the last pew in
the chapel.

The money collected from “A Sum-
mer Night of Song” will aid “Helping
Hands and Hearts,” a St. Helen’s-based
charity, in continuing to house, provide
meals for and give car rides to homeless
families in the area, as well as to fund
the soup kitchen at Saint Joseph’s So-
cial Service Center in Elizabeth.

“Helping Hands and Hearts” extends
a variety of monetary and corporal help
to local people. “We help whoever has
a need. It doesn’t matter what religion
they are,” Marilyn Ryan, head of “Help-
ing Hands and Hearts,” said.

“This concert is our first event ever,”
Ms. Ryan said. Since the charity’s in-
ception in 1986, “the whole program
has been funded by the parishioners of
St. Helen’s. It’s the charity of the people
that helps us address the needs of oth-
ers,” Ms. Ryan said.

In this economic climate, Ms. Ryan
said the organization’s need for funds
is greater because “the amount people
need is greater.” Dedicating them-
selves to assisting in whatever way
they can, “Helping Hands and Hearts”
even helps with mortgages and elec-
tricity.

“We’ve been able to keep people in
their homes and the heat on,” she said.

Ms. Francis also chose to give the
proceeds from the concert to AGMA’s
Relief Fund because she knows a lot of
musicians “who are really struggling,”
she said.

“Opera companies all over are clos-
ing because companies who fund them
can’t make the donations to support
them anymore,” she continued. “All of
these singers now don’t have jobs.”

Donating to AGMA will enable the
guild to provide greater help for artists.

The organization provides funds and
services to artists who are struggling
with an illness, or other traumatic event,
and are subsequently having trouble.

Tickets to “A Summer Night of Song”
were free of charge; Ms. Francis de-
cided to raise money by asking for
donations. All proceeds from the con-
cert will be split in half between “Help-
ing Hands and Hearts” and AGMA.

“I hope to make this charity concert
an annual thing,” Ms. Francis said.
“Hopefully, it will be successful and
grow over the years.”

Brody Wins First Place
In Union County Exhibit

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday
evening, June 10, Westfield resident
Millicent Brody received first-place
honors for her photograph entitled
“Medium Rare” at the 2009 Union
County Senior Art
exhibit held at the
Liberty Hall Cen-
ter in Union. The
exhibit will be on
display through
July 19.

A freelance
writer and photog-
rapher, Mrs.
Brody’s mantra has
always been, “I
want to write what
you read.”

People can find
her stories in many
tri-state magazines
and newspapers,
including The New
York Times. With a
passion for food, her columns appears
in New Jersey Life Magazine, Edible
Jersey Magazine, The Courier-News,
Home News Tribune and Asbury Park
Press.

All first-place artists will have their
works exhibited in the Freeholder’s
Gallery at the Union County Adminis-

tration Building in Elizabeth.
“Our senior citizens’ art exhibit has

been in progress for more than 10
years,” said Senior Arts Coordinator
Teya David. “When artists win first

place at the county
level, they have the
opportunity to rep-
resent the county
at the state level.”

“It is our hope
that New Jersey
residents will take
the time to seek out
our professional
artists,” said
A l e x a n d e r
Mirabella, chair-
man of the Board
of Chosen Free-
holders.

Artists’ works
are reviewed by
another set of pro-
fessional judges at

the state level. State judging will take
place at the Meadow Lakes Commu-
nity in East Windsor in October.

“The Cultural and Heritage Group
is pleased to host this annual event,”
said local arts coordinator Paula Long.
“We always look forward to viewing
the talent within our community.”

Millicent Brody

Summit Wine and Food
Festival Takes Place in July

SUMMIT – The first annual Summit
Wine and Food Festival will take place
between July 24 and 26 at The Grand
Summit Hotel in downtown Summit. It
will showcase the talents of many of the
most respected and highly regarded
chefs, wineries and sommeliers today.

The gathering will bring together the
nation’s culinary personalities from
broad and diverse backgrounds to share
their insights, skills, knowledge and
passion for great cuisine and fine wines.

The event is a celebration of the
epicurean and culinary arts, featuring
cooking demonstrations, gala wine
tastings, seminars, food and wine pair-
ing dinners prepared by some of
America’s most creative chefs, as well
as cookbook signings. Featured will be
some of the most sought-after wines on
the market today.

It opens on Friday evening with a
reception at which 15 world-renowned
chefs will prepare their signature dishes
accompanied with wines from more
than 15 leading wineries. Guests can
hobnob with their favorite chefs as they
wander through the Grand Ballroom
sampling food.

During the day on Saturday and Sun-
day, Food Network personality Ingrid

Hoffman will present her “Simply
Delicioso” style of cooking. Also stir-
ring the pot will be three-star Nuevo
Latino chef Douglas Rodriguez, sea-
food masters Rick Moonen and Dave
Pasternack of Esca, David Burke of
Fishtail and French chef David Waltuck
of Chanterelle. The chefs will lead in-
teractive Cooking Demonstrations.

Also on Saturday, guests can attend a
Rising Stars Wine Tasting, a Sake Tast-
ing with Paul Tanguay and a Vertical
Wine Tasting with Master Sommelier
Roger Dagorn.

On Saturday afternoon and evening,
a five-course lunch and six-course din-
ner will be served in the hotel’s Grand
Ballroom, and the fare will be paired
with fine wines.

Sunday will see another full day of
wine and food tastings with chefs and
sommeliers, seminars, cooking demos,
a luncheon featuring dishes paired with
wines, a book signing at The Wine List
of Summit and The First Feedbag
Burger Summit showdown featuring
many of the best chefs in the country.

Ticket prices vary. Purhcase tickets
in advance online at
summitwineandfood.com. To learn
more, call (908) 277-6565.

State Arts Council Bestows
Excellence Citation to WSO

THIRD TIME’S A CHARM…Honoring the WSO’s third consecutive Citation of
Excellence are Steve Runk, executive director, State Council on the Arts; Carol
Ann Herbert, chair, State Council on the Arts; Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.; Debby
Burslem, board secretary, Westfield Symphony Orchestra; Germaine Trabert,
council member, State Council on the Arts; Linda Doyle, executive director,
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) received a
Citation of Excellence for the third
consecutive year from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts for excel-
lence in artistic quality, programming
and public service in the arts.

Members of the New Jersey State
Legislature joined the State Arts Coun-
cil leadership at the State House An-
nex on May 21 to present the citation
and acknowledge WSO’s work.

“We are thrilled and deeply honored
to receive this award for the third con-
secutive year,” said Maestro David
Wroe. “We are also extremely grateful
to the NJ State Council on the Arts for
their continued support of our orches-
tra,” he continued.

This award, the State Arts Council’s
most prestigious mark of distinction,
is designated based on grant applica-
tion review and was conferred upon
the WSO for the duration of the grant
period for which it is received.

Now moving into its 27th season,
the WSO has grown to be New Jersey’s
second largest fully professional or-
chestra. In addition to a subscription
season, and a renowned New Year’s
Eve celebration, the WSO sponsors
educational programs for students
throughout the state.

Tickets for WSO’s new season open-
ing performance of Madama Butter-
fly, on September 26, are now avail-
able. To learn more, call (908) 232-
9400 or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

Next Week: Greg Waxberg previews the WSO’s 2009-2010 Season

Brentano Wins Award
For ‘Endangered Birds’

WESTFIELD – Pat Brentano
Bramnick of Westfield won the Lillian
Heller Curators Award at the Con-
temporary Sculpture at the
Chesterwood 2009 Exhibition in
Stockbridge, Mass.

This year, the curator was Denise
Markonish from Mass Moca, the pres-
tigious contemporary museum in
North Adams, Mass. The theme was
space, place, landscape and beyond,
and Ms. Markonish chose Ms.
Brentano’s “Endangered Bird Instal-
lation” because it “related closely to
the theme of the exhibition, and it was
innovative in form and placement
within the historic site.”

Seventy artists from New England
were asked to submit work, and 22
were chosen to install their sculp-

tures throughout the grounds at
Chesterwood, the home of Daniel
Chester French, now a National Trust
Historic Preservation Site.

“Endangered Birds Installation”
looks at native New England bird
species, 12 of which are under threat
of extinction. Representations of these
birds are scattered near the Overlook
at Chesterwood, an area with a vista
of the hills of Stockbridge, Lenox and
Lee.

These birds take the form of alumi-
num silhouettes, making visible their
otherwise ghostly presence. The last
two weeks in August, Ms. Brentano
will install 50 birds in East Haddam,
Conn., during her two-week residency
at I-Park. Her “Missing Trees” are
also on display in Albany until 2010.

OH THOSE SUMMER NIGHTS...Westfield resident Maureen Francis, a profes-
sional opera singer and a cantor at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, left,
helped organize “A Summer Night of Song” last month to raise money for local
residents in need and struggling artists. “A Summer Night of Song” featured Ms.
Francis and her friends Kyle Gonyea, baritone, right, and Kathryn Olander,
piano. Ms. Francis and Mr. Gonyea sang a variety of opera, operetta and songs
from musicals while Ms. Olander accompanied them on the piano.

Sweeney Todd Production
Provides Invaluable Experience

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Five Westfield young
adults are participating in a summer
program that is providing an invalu-
able learning experience. From Friday,
July 17, through Sunday, July 26, they
will be on or behind Victoria Theater’s
stage at New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC), making the magic of
live theater happen in the Stephen
Sondheim musical Sweeney Todd, The
Demon Barber of Fleet Street.

From the enthusiasm they generated
in five separate telephone interviews,
all treat the opportunity as a positive
experience, but each youth has a unique
take on it.

In the words of Dara Silverman, a
Westfield High School (WHS) June
graduate, “I’m exhausted but in a good
way.” Leaving her familiar roles as
writer/director/actor, she has donned
the hat of costume/wardrobe intern of
the New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT)
under the direction of Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl.

Ms. Meryl formerly ran the Westfield-
based theatre program for teens,
WYACT. NJYT allows teens and young
adults from all over the state to partici-
pate in what Ms. Meryl called a full
“professional theatre experience.”

Dara has seen that professionalism
in her position as intern.

“I had no idea there were in-depth
production meetings where each of the
various divisions collaborate to play
their part in producing the best show
possible,” she said.

For more than five weeks, Dara, who
is off to Skidmore College in the fall,
has been running a sewing machine,
labeling costumes and recently trek-
king in to New York City to help pull
additional wardrobe pieces.

“We’re in the final stages of alter-
ations now, so I’ve told my mother that
I’m bringing my sleeping bag and will
probably stay overnight at the theater
through late-night rehearsals!” she said.

Dara’s classmate Ross Pohling has
not only been seen recently on the
WHS stage but, like Dara, has written
and directed a one-act play that was
performed for the WHS audiences in
June. Also choosing to be a behind-
the-scenes person in Sweeney Todd,
he is the Sound Effects Audio Intern.

It is Ross’ job to deliver sound
effects as they happen. “That re-
quires that I’m extremely familiar
with the script,” he said.

“There is quite a bit of miming in
our version,” Ross said, “so timing
and communication with the cast
and orchestra are important.”

He is not the only one who knows
the importance of communication.
Jennifer Kujawski, a senior at
Montclair State University who ma-
jors in Theatre Studies and minors in
Musical Theatre, concurs with Ross.

“Communication among the actors,
all members of the staff and with the
directors is key,” she said. Last year,
Jennifer had one of the two female roles
in NJYT’s production of 1776, and this
year, she is a member of the ensemble,
playing Young Lucy and understudy-
ing for the Beggar Woman. Some day,
Jennifer would like to have a career in
the theatre on Broadway.

Fellow Westfield resident Sam Berse,
on the other hand, has a long-term goal
to be a doctor. For the upcoming musi-
cal, he plays the bassoon and clarinet in

HOW ABOUT A SHAVE?…Five smiling Westfield teens await unsuspecting
“victims” to sit in the barber chair for the New Jersey Youth Theatre’s upcoming
musical, Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street, which plays at New
Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) Friday, July 17, through Sunday, July
26. Pictured at bottom is Ross Pohling (audio intern). Standing, from left to right,
are: Sam Berse (orchestra member), Dara Silverman (costume /wardrobe intern),
Jennifer Kujawski (Young Lucy and understudy for the Beggar Woman) and
Sarah Beese, right, (ensemble member). For ticket information, call the NJPAC
box office at GO-NJPAC (888) 466-5722.

Westfield Swing Band
“Nostalgia” in Concert

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Swing Band – “Nostalgia” –
under the leadership of Sal Melillo and
conducted by Sam Calello, will return
to Mindowaskin Park as part of the
Summer Concert Series on Thursday,
July 23, at 7:30 p.m.

“Nostalgia” is in its ninth year of
performing as part of the Westfield
Recreation Department’s concert se-
ries. The band will have two seasoned
vocalists performing with them in the
park.

Katie Locke, a graduate of the Berklee
School of Music who has recorded
with “Nostalgia” on a recent CD, will
perform in Cole Porter’s “Night and
Day,” and Natalie Cole’s rendition of
“This Can’t Be Love” and “Someone
to Watch Over Me.”

Edward Boutross, who sings in the
style made famous by Frank Sinatra,
will also join “Nostalgia.” He will be

featured on hits made famous by Sinatra,
including “The Way You Look Tonight,”
“The Best is Yet to Come” and “Our
Love is Here to Stay.”

Additional highlights for the evening
include solo performances of “A Day in
the Life of a Fool” by Sam Calello,
“Misty” featuring Sal Melillo and “I
Can’t Get Started” and “My Funny
Valentine” featuring solo trumpet Phil
Renaldo.

Other selections for the evening in-
clude Glenn Miller’s “String of Pearls”
and “In the Mood,” Duke Ellington’s
“Perdido” and “In a Mellow Tone”.

Mindowaskin Park is located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street. in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audience
members are encouraged to bring blan-
kets or chairs.

For further information, contact (908)
789-4080.

Pat Brentano Bramnick’s
“Endangered Birds”
Eagle (38 x 50 inches)

the professional and student orchestra.
“I enjoy music and know it will al-

ways be a part of my life,” he said of his
avocation. A Biology major at Kean
University who participates in his
school’s wind ensemble and various
chamber groups, Sam said Sweeney
Todd’s rehearsal and performance
schedule fit perfectly into his summer
plans.

“I just finished my summer classes,
and now we’ll have days of five-hour-
long rehearsals. Then we have a total of
five rehearsals with the cast prior to
opening on July 17,” he explained.

The last of the Westfield residents
who will participate in the Sweeney
Todd production is Sarah Beese, a mem-
ber of the ensemble. An incoming fresh-
man at Elon University in North Caro-
lina, Sarah said this production has
given her an appreciation for the time,
effort and dedication needed for such a
challenging production.

“This has been such an incredible
educational experience,” she said. She
echoed the importance of communica-
tion in this show, especially with the
moving of sets.

“Staircases move, and the revolve in
the center turns to expose four different
places, so it’s paramount that we know
what we’re doing with the ‘choreogra-
phy’ of the moving of the sets so it
seems fluid,” she said.

Sarah, like the others, said that the
time and effort put into the experience
of being a part of NJYT’s Sweeney
Todd — whether on stage or behind-
the-scenes — were, in a word, price-
less.


