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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) has voiced his “strong
opposition” to healthcare reform legisla-
tion currently being crafted in the House
of Representatives that he said would cost
$1.5 trillion to implement while raising
taxes on “tens of thousands of New
Jerseyeans.”

“The proposed $1.5-trillion healthcare
reform measure that raises taxes on New
Jerseyeans while adding to our already
ballooning deficit is a non-starter,” Mr.
Lance said. The non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) recently es-
timated that the House healthcare over-
haul bill would cost $1.5 trillion over 10
years. According to a number of news
outlets, the House tax-writing Ways and
Means Committee plans to help pay for
the measure by raising taxes on people
earning $250,000 or more and taxing
sugary beverages.

For his part, Mr. Lance said he has
introduced the “Medical Rights and Re-
form Act” – legislation that he said ap-
plies “common-sense centrist principles”
to the health care debate by lowering
costs and expanding access without com-
promising the doctor-patient relationship,
jeopardizing the quality of American
medicine or raising taxes on the Ameri-

 $1.5 Tril. Healthcare
 Bill ‘A Non-Starter’

can people.
Mr. Lance said he supports healthcare

reform that allows Americans who like
their plans to keep them and one that
ensures that patients and doctors – not
government bureaucrats – stay in charge
of critical, personal medical decisions.
Earlier this summer, Mr. Lance offered a
proposal to reduce costs, expand access,
and increase the quality of care in a way
Americans can afford – without new taxes,
costly mandates, or a government take-
over.

The bill also expands access to Ameri-
cans without health insurance by provid-
ing greater incentives to small businesses
to cover their employees; encouraging
state-centered insurance markets re-
forms; giving low-income families the
option to use public funds to purchase
private health insurance plans; enhanc-
ing Health Savings Accounts; allowing
young adults to remain dependents on
their parent’s plan; and expanding rural
health care programs.

“My healthcare proposal is a better
way toward real reform without raising
taxes on New Jersey’s working families,
adding to federal debt or jeopardizing
employer-provided health coverage,” Mr.
Lance said.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Rumors Have Randall Pinkett
As Corzine’s  Lt. Gov. Top Pick
Speculation has centered around

Randall Pinkett this week as the pos-
sible selection by Governor Jon
Corzine to serve as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, according to media reports in-
cluding The New York Post. Mr.
Pinkett, the chief executive officer of
BCT Partners, a Newark-based man-
agement, technology and policy con-
sulting firm, was the winner of NBC’s
“Apprentice” in 2004.

The Star-Ledger reported that Sena-
tors Barbara Buono (LD-18, Edison)
and Loretta Weinberg (LD-17,
Teaneck) are also being considered
for the no. 2 spot on Mr. Corzine’s
ticket.

GOP Gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie is said to be considering Sena-
tor Diane Allen (LD-7, Burlington),
Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini
(LD-11, Wall Township), Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), Bergen County Clerk
Kathleen Donovan and Monmouth
County Sheriff Kim Guadagno. The
deadline to file lieutenant governor
candidates is Monday, July 27.

Mark Boyd Opts Not to Run
As Lt. Gov. With Daggett

Former Westfield resident and ex-
labor commissioner Mark Boyd has
dropped his name from consideration
as the lieutenant governor pick for
independent gubernatorial candidate
Chris Daggett, according to
inthelobby.net. Mr. Boyd is the presi-
dent and CEO of Goodwill Industries
of Southern New Jersey and Phila-
delphia. Mr. Boyd has said he sup-
ports the elimination of county gov-
ernment to reduce property taxes. Mr.
Daggett formerly served as commis-
sioner of the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
and was regional administrator of the
federal government’s Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

Fair Haven Mayor Announces
Bid Against Rep. Rush Holt

Fair Haven Mayor Mike Halfacre,
a Republican, launched his bid for
Congress in the 12th District last
week. He is looking to unseat Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th, Hopewell Twp.),
politickernj.com has reported. Mr.
Halfacre has raised $35,000 thus far
and said he needed to increase that
number to between $500,000 and $1
million. Democrats hold eight of New
Jersey’s 13 Congressional districts.

NY Senate Stalemate Ends;
GOP Challenges Lt. Gov. Pick
The 31-31 New York State Senate

stalemate ended last week when Sena-
tor Pedro Espada, Jr., a Democrat
from the Bronx, went back to the
Democratic caucus, according to The
New York Times. He and Senator
Hiram Monserrate, a Democrat from
Queens, had left the caucus thus giv-
ing the GOP control of the upper
house. The GOP had lost power this
past November after nearly 70 years.

The action of the two senators
resulted in a month-long stalemate
and prompted Governor David Pater-
son to name former Metropolitan
Transportation Authority chairman
Richard Ravitch as lieutenant gover-
nor where he would serve as the
presiding officer of the Senate. The
GOP has challenged that decision in
court. Mr. Espada has been named
majority leader while Democrat
Malcolm Smith will serve as Senate
president. Both positions had tradi-
tionally been combined, The Times
reported.

County Showcases
Green Boot Camp

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County officials were set to hold
show off their new “Green Boot
Camp” for middle school teachers
at press deadline yesterday, July
15.

The camp is a pilot project with
Honeywell, which provided funding
for the program, to develop a green
curriculum for Union County middle
schools. Almost every school district
in the county is sending a teacher to
the camp.

Educators from  Union County Vo-
cational-Technical School’s Academy
for Information Technology devel-
oped the program.

The Green Boot Camp is an in-
tensive five-day, hands-on inter-
active program designed to help
educators get the latest informa-
tion on teaching green and sus-
tainable concepts to middle school
students.

The program enables teachers to
explore interactive projects such as
designing and building a wind tur-
bine and a solar house. The program
also includes the latest computer-
based technologies for teaching a
green curriculum.

NJ MVC Modernizing
Driving Testing System

Volunteers Sought to Measure Area
Rain and Snow for Weather Network

TRENTON – New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) Act-
ing Chief Administrator Shawn
Sheekey has announced the award
of a contract to overhaul the
agency’s antiquated driver testing
system.

Known as the Driver Assessment
and Road Test Scoring System
(DARTSS), the project will modern-
ize the MVC’s existing Automated
Driver License Testing (ADLT) sys-
tem with a web-based solution that
will provide greater security and im-
proved efficiency for both the knowl-
edge (written) and behind-the-wheel
portions of the test.

“DARTSS is another critical in-
vestment in our technological infra-
structure,” Mr. Sheekey said. “As one
of our core services, it is essential that
we have an efficient and effective
driver testing program. Modernizing
the existing, outdated system allows
us to, once again, make good on the
promise we made back in 2003 to
improve motor vehicle services in

New Jersey.”
The competitively awarded project

is expected to run from July 2009
through late spring 2010. The project
will introduce a new system that inte-
grates real time information sharing
with more efficient data capturing,
fraud prevention mechanisms, user-
friendly testing and most importantly,
reliability.

Under DARTSS, the MVC’s
knowledge test will utilize new, net-
worked PCs with centralized access
to allow for improved management
of tests and scheduling. The testing
process will feature a number of
security measures to prevent cheat-
ing, including randomized tests
unique to each applicant.

The MVC’s road test will see
changes as well, including the in-
troduction of GPS tracking to pre-
vent fraud, as well as the use of
lightweight tablet PCs by examin-
ers, which will automate testing ad-
ministrative processes such as scor-
ing.

AREA — The Community Col-
laborative Rain, Hail, and Snow Net-
work (CoCoRaHS) is looking for
volunteer weather observers in the
local area. CoCoRaHS is a nation-
wide volunteer precipitation-observ-
ing network that began operating in
New Jersey in 2008.

The precipitation monitoring pro-
gram has more than 10,000 active
volunteer observers in 46 states and
well over 100 in New Jersey, ac-
cording to a CoCoRaHS press re-
lease. Based out of the Office of the
New Jersey State Climatologist at
Rutgers University, CoCoRaHS is
looking for volunteers from Union
County to take a few minutes to
report the amount of rain or snow
that has fallen in their backyards
each day.

All that is required to participate
is a four-inch diameter plastic rain
gage, a ruler to measure snow, an
Internet-connected computer, and
most importantly, the desire to
watch and report weather condi-
tions.

The data is used by hydrologists
and meteorologist to warn about the
potential impacts of flood and
drought.

“Weather matters to everybody –
meteorologists, car and crop insur-
ance companies, outdoor enthusiasts

and homeowners,” according to
CoCoRaHS founder and national di-
rector Nolan Doesken. “Precipitation
is perhaps the most important, but
also the most highly variable element
of our climate.”

CoCoRaHS volunteers are asked
to read their rain gage or measure any
snowfall at the same time each day,
preferably between 5 and 9 a.m.).
Measurements are then entered by
the observer on the CoCoRaHS
website where they can be viewed in
tables and maps. Training is provided
for CoCoRaHS observers, either
through online training modules, or
preferably, in group training sessions
that are held at different locations
around New Jersey.

Anyone interested in signing up or
learning more about the program can
visit http://www.cocorahs.org.

Plf. Center Gets Funds
PLAINFIELD — Senator Frank

Lautenberg (D-NJ) has announced
that 20 New Jersey health centers will
receive $16,987,384 to address facil-
ity and equipment. Funding is pro-
vided by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Neighborhood Health Services
Corporation, Inc. of Plainfield received
$1.1 million, the only health center in
the county to receive funding.

Campaign: Marks and Vastine Join
Chris Christie in Downtown Plainfield

PLAINFIELD — Republican candi-
dates for Assembly (LD-22), former
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
William “Bo” Vastine, joined Republi-
can Gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie in Plainfield Tuesday for a tour
of the central business district and inter-
action with merchants and patrons.

Mr. Christie, commenting if he had a
chance to beat Jon Corzine in the urban
centers, said that he did not think whether
winning a plurality of votes in cities like
Plainfield was as important as the central
theme of his visit; that one of the keys to
the resurgence of our state is the vitaliza-
tion of these cities. He issued his urban
plan: the four main components are: Im-
prove the quality of urban schools and
expand educational opportunities; Pro-
vide affordable, quality housing for those
who need it most; Make our cities attrac-
tive to business and job growth; Improve
public safety and cut violent crime.

Mayor Marks said, “To say we re-
ceived a warm reception from the mer-
chants and patrons we encountered would
be an understatement. In fact, most of the
shop owners and patrons we spoke with
seemed to show relief more than anything
as candidates for Governor and the Gen-

eral Assembly were finally showing an
interest in their efforts to thrive. Many
related a struggle to survive because of
the adverse business climate here in New
Jersey that has overtaxed and over regu-
lated them for far too long. Public safety
was also a recurring theme as the mer-
chants explained that if they themselves
were not victims of crime, the threat of
crime certainly keeps potential patrons
and clients away.”

Bo Vastine said, “Having been a resi-
dent of Plainfield, I certainly understand
the plight of the residents and business
merchants here. For too long they have
been taken for granted by the Democrat
Party and Asm. Jerry Green and Asw.
Linda Stender in particular. Children are
forced into failing schools, crime and
unemployment rates far exceed state and
national averages, a vital life line to health
care (Muhlenberg Hospital) has been
closed, and far too many residents live
below the poverty level.”

He said, “Chris Christie’s message,
and our message, is one that tells these
New Jersey citizens that there is hope for
them and they no longer have to be taken
for granted by uncaring politicians. As
Chris said today, ‘Help is on the way.’”


