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Alex Deduck Receives
Eagle Scout Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alex Deduck
of Scotch Plains received his Eagle
Scout Award at a Court of Honor held
on May 9. Alex is a member of Troop
73 sponsored by Holy
Trinity Church in
Westfield.

He passed his Eagle
Board of Review last
August and just com-
pleted his freshman
year at Clarkson Uni-
versity in Potsdam, NY,
in the civil/environ-
mental engineering
program.

Alex’s Eagle Scout
project was to build a
garden and meditation
area at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

He attended Winnebago,
Allamuchy and NoBeBoSco scout
camps, the Naval Academy’s Merit
Badge Jamboree and visited West
Point for the Annual Scout Day foot-
ball game. His first high adventure
trip was the troop’s bi-annual journey
to Ireland started by his first Scout-

master, Rob Whitehead.
As part of the Patriot Path Council’s

contingent, Alex attended Philmont
Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M. He

spent 12 days back-
packing over 80 miles
through the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains.
There was also a side
trip to Pike’s Peak,
white-water rafting on
the Colorado River and
a visit to the Air Force
Academy. The next
summer Alex went on
the troop’s 100-mile,
two-week canoe trip
through Algonquin Pro-
vincial Park in Canada
led by Scoutmaster

Alec Ireland.
Alex was elected and served as

Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol leader
in Troop 73. He continued in Scout-
ing even with his responsibilities as
captain of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School ice hockey team, where
he earned him a Hobey Baker Award
for Sportsmanship and Character.

Alex Deduck
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Freeholders Set to Award
$1.4 Mil. for Masker’s Barn

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is set to vote to award a $1.4-million
contract to Schtiller and Plevy of
Newark for the restoration of
Masker’s Barn in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville, a section of Berke-
ley Heights.

Director of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Joseph
Graziano told the freeholders last
Thursday that bids were received for
the project, with the low bid coming
in $137,000 under the budgeted
amount.

He said the project would be funded
from a $426,000 New Jersey Historic
Preservation Trust Fund grant,
awarded in 1995, as well as $344,000
from the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund and $638,000 in unspent
money from other capital budget ac-
counts.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella asked about the
county’s overall strategy on restora-
tion of the Deserted Village, an
1800’s mill town, farming commu-
nity and a one-time summer resort.
He said he did not want the county
restoring buildings on a “case-by-
case basis.”

Mr. Graziano said the county is
currently undertaking a “structural
study” on the 10 buildings that en-
compass Feltville.

“We are waiting to hear back from
them if these things are structurally
sound or what we have to do to these
buildings that are up there,” Mr.
Graziano said. He said Masker’s Barn
was not part of that study.

He said the county must start to
spend the state grant by September
2010, or it will lose the money.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, the
board’s liaison on the county’s Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Trust
Fund, said the freeholders want to
review the study to see what the total
restoration of the buildings would
cost “because some of the costs could
be prohibitive on some of the other
structures.”

Feltville, which is located in the
Watchung Reservation, includes
eight homes, a combination general
store and church building and a car-
riage house located off Glenside
Avenue, according to an article for
the Union County 150th Anniver-
sary Magazine by Dan Bernier, di-
rector of park planning and mainte-
nance for the county.

Previous New Jersey Historic Trust
Fund grants awarded for Feltville in-
cluded $281,940, in 1990, for the
stabilization of the 10 buildings and
$409,175, in 1992, for the rehabilita-
tion and conversion of the church and
store into a visitors’ center.

Ron Zuber, assistant director of
recreation, said the Deserted Vil-
lage structural study is being under-
taken by the county’s office of build-
ing services in the engineering de-
partment. He said staff has taken
precautions to ensure the safety of
visitors to the village and its bridle
paths. Utilities such as water, elec-
tric and gas were installed a few
years ago.

Mr. Zuber said initially, the project
sparked the interest of 22 firms that
picked up bid specs, but only 11 of
those companies met the qualifica-

tions specified by the county. Nine of
the 11 firms submitted bids ranging
from $1.4 to just under $2.1 million.
The county had budgeted $1.5 mil-
lion for the project.

In other business, Human Services
Department Director Frank Guzzo
requested a resolution for a $3.9-
million contract with the New Jersey
Department of Corrections for drug
rehabilitative services for 160 Union
County jail inmates on a daily basis at
Delanney Hall in Newark. He said the
state picks up the entire cost of the
contract. The cost is $100,000 lower
than last year.

Mr. Guzzo said the agreement is
based on an average of 162 inmates
per day at a reimbursement cost of
$65 per inmate.

Another resolution would in-
crease the contract to the law firm
of Bauch, Zucker, Hatfield, LLC. in
Springfield by another $10,000 to
$30,000 in the case of Catherine
Alexander vs. Union County. Ms.
Alexander was terminated as the
county’s environmental engineer in
2007. A state appeals court panel
ruled that Ms. Alexander is entitled
to job skills training benefits from
the county.

She sued the county in January
2008 claiming her dismissal was in
retaliation for her contacting state
officials  for the county’s alleged non-
action to  what she claimed were
encroachments by a private property
owners onto county parkland.

The resolutions are expected to be
on the freeholders’ agenda for action
for the Thursday, July 30, meeting.
The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE...Retired United States Navy Captain Joseph
Duff Scotch Plains recently attended a reception by United States Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) for  those young people nominated by the Senator to
attend the four U.S. military academies.

SP’s Capt. Duff Attends
Sen. Menendez Reception

HUD Awards $61.23 M
For Affordable Housing

WASHINGTON – U.S. Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) Sec-
retary Shaun Donovan has awarded
$61,243,670 to jump start affordable
housing programs in New Jersey that
are currently stalled due to the cur-
rent economic recession. Funded
through American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009 (Recovery
Act), HUD’s new Tax Credit Assis-
tance Program (TCAP) will allow
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency to resume funding of
affordable rental housing projects
across the state while stimulating
employment in the construction
trades, according to a HUD press
release.

“The intended purpose of the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act is
to jumpstart the nation’s ailing
economy, with a primary focus on
creating and saving jobs in the near
term,” Mr. Donovan said. “The fund-
ing being awarded today is an impor-
tant step in achieving the goal of put-
ting American people back to work
while at the same time providing qual-
ity, affordable housing options for low-
income families at a time when it is
needed more than ever.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — United
States Navy Retired Captain Joseph
W. Duff of Scotch Plains recently
attended a reception hosted by United
States Senator Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) in his offices in Newark.

Senator Menendez hosted this
meeting to recognize and congratu-
late those young men and women
who received his nominations to the
four U.S. Military Academies and
accepted their appointments to the
classes of 2013.

Recognizing the efforts demon-
strated by the appointees, Mr.
Menendez encouraged them to take
full advantage of the opportunities
being given to them to get superior
educations and become professional
officers in one of the “finest military
organizations in the world.”

The Senator also expressed his spe-
cial thanks to the parents and rela-
tives of the appointees for the support
given by them and his thanks also to
the many volunteers who served on
the Senator’s Academy Review
Boards, including Capt. Duff, which
performed the screening of all appli-
cants seeking nominations.

Captain Duff has also served on
Academy Review Boards for U.S.
Senator Frank Lautenberg and retired
U.S. Congressman Michael Ferguson.

Captain Duff has served as a Naval
Academy Information Officer (most
often referred to as Blue and Gold
Officers) for 35 years in local areas,
providing advice and counsel to those
interested in the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He can be contacted at
jduff50@verizon.net.

establish a “Choose New Jersey En-
ergy” campaign which would lever-
age New Jersey’s skilled workforce,
technology base, manufacturing base
and port facilities to make New Jersey
a leader in manufacturing renewable
energy to market and sell New Jersey’s
resources and potential to energy pro-
ducers, innovators and developers.

The Christie plan also establishes a
“Renew NJ” to consolidate all renew-
able energy manufacturing efforts by
focussing on the promotion of the
state’s resources and the development
of renewable energy manufacturing.
His plan would move all economic
development efforts related to renew-
able energy from the Board of Public
Utilities to “Renew NJ” which , Mr.
Christie said, would serve as a one-
stop shop for companies to promote
the state, market to prospective energy
manufacturers to deliver grants, loans
and other state incentives.

Also, Mr. Christie said he would
offer a tax credit up to 100 percent of
the corporate business taxes or the
insurance premium tax for any wind
turbine and manufacturing facility
that locates in New Jersey. He said
the state would create higher-paying
clean energy production jobs in his
first four years as governor.

Mr. Christie also said he would install
solar farms on every landfill. He said
there are 800 active and closed landfills
covering 10,500 acres in the state.

The candidate also said he would
make it easier for prospective solar
developers to site and build these facili-
ties by removing local land use approv-
als such as use variances or zoning
change requests.

Chris Christie Announces
‘Energy as Industry Plan’

PARSIPPANY — Chris Christie
announced his Energy as Industry Plan
via online networking sites. The video
features Mr. Christie speaking directly
to New Jerseyans about his commit-
ment to expand renewable energy pro-
duction as the foundation of the state’s
economic future. The Christie Plan
highlights ways to increase solar and
wind production not just as a way to
increase energy efficiency.

He said as governor he would meet
with foreign and domestic compa-
nies to convince them that New Jer-
sey is the place to manufacture en-
ergy. Mr. Christie said he would also

Correction
An article published last week in

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times regarding the
county dog park incorrectly reported
the name of the Union County engi-
neer. His name is Tom Mineo.

WF’s Scott Davis Joins
Bergen CPA Firm

WESTFIELD — Scott Davis of
Westfield has joined the Bergen
County-based certified public ac-
counting firm Hunter Group as a prin-
cipal in the firm, effective June 1.
Most recently, he was the director of
property tax services for
PriceWaterhouseCoopers.

A graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law, Mr. Davis earned
his Judicial Doctorate degree in 1990
from the Seton Hall University School
of Law. He also earned a Master of
Science degree in Taxation from Se-
ton Hall University, and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting from
the University of Bridgeport.

Prior to his association with
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, he was
national director of property tax ser-
vices for Grant Thornton, LLP. Ear-
lier, he was employed with Deloitte
and Touche, LLP.

County Clerk Warns of
Scam on Home Deeds
ELIZABETH – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi is again warning home
owners and owners of commercial
property in the county to beware of
people who offer to sell them a certi-
fied copy of the deed to their property.
Some of these companies are target-
ing non-English-speaking
homeowners, Ms. Rajoppi said.

Property owners can obtain a certi-
fied copy from the clerk’s office for
less than $20. She said scam artists
are charging $79.50 or more for the
same deed. Consumers who receive
solicitations to buy a deed are invited
to contact the state’s Division of Con-
sumer Affairs at (973) 504-6200 to
file a complaint.

White House Forms Lawmakers Panel
To Push National Health Reform

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Health and Human Services (HHS)
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and
White House Office of Health Re-
form Director Nancy-Ann DeParle
have announced the establishment of
State Legislators for Health Reform.

“These leaders see why we need
health reform every day because they
are living in communities where fami-
lies and businesses are struggling with
skyrocketing health care costs,” Sec-
retary Sebelius  said. “State Legisla-
tors know first-hand how the high
cost of care is impacting their state
budget and forcing incredibly tough
choices.”

State Legislators for Health Re-
form will host public events, author
opinion pieces in local publications,
and use their established networks to
organize constituents in support of
health reform. Those states repre-
sented at a recent forum were Iowa,
Massachusetts, Montana, Maryland,
Arizona, Connecticut, Georgia,

Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico,
Washington, Wisconsin, Texas, Ten-
nessee, New York, Illinois, Pennsyl-
vania, and New Hampshire,
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