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Will the Nature vs. Nurture Debate Ever End?

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Are we genetically programmed or
are we just influenced by our social
surroundings and experiences?

This controversy is usually over-
looked but has grown to become a
heated debate. Psychologists have ex-
tensively studied personality and are
split by whether our traits are deter-
mined by heredity or the environ-
ment.

Although both sides have proven
to have valid examples, scientists are
motivated to discover the biggest con-
tribution to individual personalities.

In a search to separate these differ-
ent influences, psychologists Tho-
mas Bouchard, David Lykken and
Auke Tellegen composed a study to
determine how much genetics actu-
ally contributes to a person’s behav-
ior.

Their famous study — “Are you a
natural?” — is characterized by the
studying of pairs of identical twins.
The experimenters were able to com-
pare two identical twins who were
separated at birth and grew up in
different environments.

After an intense process of scales,
tests and inventories on different as-
pects and functions of the subjects’
lives, the results showed that not only
did the twins share very similar ap-
pearances but also their personalities
were closely related.

To the psychologists’ surprise, ge-
netic factors determine a person’s
characteristics more than environ-
mental influences. Psychologists still
argue about Bouchard’s discovery
because he did not account for the
external influences of the twins’ envi-
ronment thatdo, in fact, affect people’s
behaviors.

Although this experiment has been
replicated with similar results, we
cannot neglect the experiences that
shape who we become.

Our parents and the people with
whom we affiliate ourselves inexpli-
cably influence us. We may have been
born shy, but if you hang out with
generally outgoing people, you will
eventually become more personable
around other people whether or not
you try to resist that external change.
One powerful force that is controlled
by our social settings is the idea of
conformity.

Social norms are unwritten rules
that have inexplicably dictated the
way in which society behaves. Al-
though they have no validity for ex-

Daniels Student Earns

Hornbeck Scholar List

WESTFIELD — Mary Luker, a Uni-
versity of Denver (DU) Daniels Col-
lege of Business undergraduate student
from Westfield, made the Hornbeck
Scholars List for the spring quarter of
the 2008 and 2009 school year.

The dean’s list honors those under-
graduate students who have achieved
a quarterly grade point average of
3.75 or above while taking at least 15
credit hours.

The Hornbeck Scholars List recog-
nizes those undergraduate students
who, in a given quarter, have earned a
4.0 grade point average while taking
between 12 and 14 credit hours. The
Hornbeck Scholar honor is named in
memory of Stanley Kuhl Hornbeck, a
distinguished DU graduate elected to
a Rhodes Scholarship in 1904, the
first year of Rhodes Scholarship eli-
gibility for American students.

Westfield Residents

Graduate Kent Place

WESTFIELD - On Saturday, June
6, the Class of 2009 graduated at the
115th Kent Place School Commence-
ment. Among the sixty-six members
of the Class of 2009 are Westfield
residents Elizabeth Schoenbach,
Katherine Sheridan and Morgan
Bunting.
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WESTFIELD REPRESENTED...From
left to right, Westfield residents Elizabeth
Schoenbach, Katherine Sheridan and

Morgan Bunting graduate from Kent
Place.

Morgan graduated with distinctions
in mathematics and music. Morgan
served as co-president of Chamber
Singers and played four years of soc-
cer. Morgan received performing arts
recognition during Class Night.

Elizabeth received the Kathryn H.
Faber Prize during Class Night. Liz
was a four-year varsity basketball
player and senior captain. As co-presi-
dent of the Roots Club, she led the
first cultural fashion show at Kent
Place.

Katherine received the Pat Conley
Award during commencement and
graduated with distinctions in En-
glish, history, mathematics, science
and Spanish. A National Merit Com-
mended Student, Kate was a member
of the varsity lacrosse, soccer and
winter track teams, serving as captain
of soccer and lacrosse. Kate was also
a member of the school’s yearbook,
campus tour guides and served as a
peer educator.

isting, people adhere to these norms
because an overwhelming majority
of their peers follow them. Therefore,
to avoid the disapproval and incon-
gruity in society, people will conform
in order to obtain “normalcy.”

Solomon Asch was one of the first
psychologists to create a formal study
to observe and understand the phe-
nomenon of conformity. Based on
group consensus, people will will-
ingly abandon their answers or
choices in order to fit in with the rest.
Manipulated by the pressures of be-
ing wrong, 75 percent of the partici-
pants agreed at least once with group
consensus despite their knowledge
that what they were saying was in
reality wrong.

The people who changed their an-
swers may generally be independent,
but when it comes to being in front of
a group, our personalities are some-
times hindered by the desire to fit in
with the norm.

Although this is constantly debated
and challenged by new experiments,
there will never be any true answer.
Our personality is driven by so many
extreme forces that it is safe to say
that it is influenced by both genetics
and the environment.

Westfield Community Band
Concludes Season, 7/16

WESTFIELD —The 97th season of
the Westfield Community Band, un-
der the direction of Thomas Connors,
will conclude on Thursday, July 16.
The evening will have a special pre-
concert feature starting at 7:10 p.m.
of Sax Forte, a saxophone quartet
highlighting the soprano, alto, tenor
and baritone saxophones.

The Westfield Community Band
will take the stage at 7:30 p.m. for its
final outing of the summer. Continu-
ing the saxophone theme, one of Sax
Forte’s musicians will headline a se-
lection first made famous by the film
Casablanca, “As Time Goes By,” by
Herman Huffeld.

Another highlight for the evening
includes “Inglesina ‘The Little En-
glish Girl’” by Davide della Cese.
Composed in 1897 by Italian com-
poser Davide delle Cese, while serv-
ing as resident bandmaster at Bitonto,
Italy on the Adriatic Coast, it is con-
sidered one of the great Italian grand
marches of all time. The work is remi-
niscent of an Italian opera overture.

Additional selections for the
evening include “Toccata for Band”
by Frank Erickson, “Selections from
My Fair Lady” by Frederick Lowe
and audience favorite “The Stars and
Stripes Forever” by John Philip Sousa.

The next concert in the park will be
the Westfield Community Swing
Band “Nostalgia” on July 23.

Villanova Announces Dean’s List Recipients

AREA —Every year, the dean of each
college at Villanova University honors
students with established outstanding
academic records. To qualify for the
dean’s list in the Villanova School of
Business, one must be a matriculated
full-time student and earn a semester
grade point average of 3.5, with no

missing or non-passing grades.

The following local residents are on
the dean’s list in the School of Business
for the 2009 spring semester:

Massimo Arpino, Mountainside;
Andrew Calvaruso, Westfield; Derek
Glynn, Berkeley Heights; Lydia Yau,
Berkeley Heights.

MOVING ON...Julianne Augustine, left, and Molly Hudelson of Westfield were
among the 99 students from Newark Academy in Livingston who received a
diploma at the commencement exercises in mid-June. Julianne received the
Edward L. Behr Award for Excellence in Technical Theater. She also received her
International Baccalaureate diploma and will attend New York University. Molly
will attend Case Western University. Newark Mayor Cory Booker delivered the

keynote address.
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Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. In the event of
inclement weather, the concert will
be held in the Westfield Community
Room in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

WESFIELD...SpaCious 3 edroo, 2.5 Bath Split Level. Large Living Roo

Villanova University Announces 2009 Graduates

AREA — More than 1,500 students
graduated from Villanova University
during a commencement ceremony
held on May 17, in Villanova Stadium.

The following local residents were
among the students from Villanova
University who received undergradu-
ate degrees during the university’s
166th commencement:

Daniel Johnson of Cranford, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Mechanical Engineering; Abigail
McDevitt Lewis of Westfield, who
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in

SPLIT LEVEL

Humanities (Cum Laude); Christo-
pher MacDonald of Westfield, who
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication and a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Economics; Michelle
Lynn Morawski of Westfield, who got
a Bachelor of Science degree in Biol-
ogy; Andrew Petrozziello of Cranford,
who received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Political Science; Matthew
Taeschler of Mountainside, who
earned his Bachelor of Science de-
grees in Economics and Business Ad-
ministration/ Finance (Cum Laude).
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fireplace, Formal Dining Room with sliders to deck and fenced in yard, Eat-In-Kitchen, lower level
Family Room, replacement windows throughout. Basement offers great storage, Central Air, and hot
water heater (-2 years old), hardwood floors in Bedrooms, Master Bedroom has 1/2 bath. $475,000.
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Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Nancy Kronheimer

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Dniioed Greellence

Realtors’

T Weare pleased to announce that
BB  Burgdorff Realtors ERA is now

ERA Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

SCOTCH PLAINS

$519,000 SCOTCH PLAINS

$449,000 WESTFIELD

$750,000

T —
FANWOOD

i

$799,000

Wonderful Cape Cod offers 6 rooms and in-
cludes 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with fireplace, Kitchen
with pantry and central air conditioning.

WESTFIELD $1,435,000
Move-in condition center hall Colonial has
been beautifully renovated with Eat-In
Kitchen including Viking appliances, large
Family Room and deck off Kitchen, new cen-
tral air conditioning/heating and hardwood
floors.

Fully renovated Ranch with gleaming hard-
wood floors, classic moldings, abundant win-
dows, gourmet Kitchen, deep yard with cov-
ered patio. Includes 6 rooms, 3 Bedrooms

and 2 baths.

WESTFIELD $889,000
Distinctive, traditional center hall Colonial
on tree-lined street offers 10 rooms and in-
cludes 10 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths and
is designed with suburban sophistication.
Living Room offers a fireplace and is close
to town and NYC train.

Charm and potential on prestigeous street.
Colonial/Victorian home features 8 rooms
and includes 4 Bedrooms, Living Room with
French doors and fireplace, crisscross win-
dows, built-ins, Eat-In Kitchen and Formal
Dining Room. Envision the possibilities!
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WESTFIEL $1,499,000
Picturesque Colonial with an abundance of
charm. Beautifully renovated and expanded
12 room home includes 5 Bedrooms, 3.1
baths, offers top quality craftsmanship, ex-
ceptional detailing and stylish décor. The
open floor plan is filled with light.

Exquisitely restored Victorian Eastlake his-
toric home with 6+ Bedrooms, 4 fireplaces
and open front porch. Incredible attention
to details returns this home to its former
splendor! Live in a piece of history.

SCOTCH PLAINS  $1,600,000
Gracious circa 1915 center hall Colonial,
exceptionally well-maintained, magnificent
grounds, many special details such as a zinc
sink in sunroom, updated elevator and well
water for sprinkler.

WWW.Burgdorff.com
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