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Blood Drive to Be Held
At Local ‘Y’ July 18

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” will host a blood drive on
Saturday, July 18, from noon to 5
p.m. Facilitated by New Jersey Blood
Services, it will be held in the Kellogg
Room at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

New regulations are in effect, in-
cluding the ability of 16-year-olds to
donate blood with parental consent.
For questions about medical eligi-
bility, call (800) 933-2566. For other
questions, send an e-mail to
j.sacca@yahoo.com.

Rotary Invites Community
To Frazee House Update

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public
is invited to attend an update on the
Frazee House restoration project on
Wednesday, July 15, at the regular
luncheon of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club.

The club holds a lease on the Revo-
lutionary-period Frazee House and
the acre surrounding it. The Frazee
house stands on Raritan Road just
west of Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Local Rotarians are active in the
restoration effort, which is being
spearheaded by Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Frazee House Inc., a
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.

The luncheon will take place at
noon at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant, located on Mountain Av-
enue at Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner of
Historic Building Architects, LLC
will report on her organization’s find-
ings about the structural condition
of the Frazee House and recommen-
dations for restoring it. Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House
Inc. sponsored Ms. Radcliffe-
Trenner’s analysis of the house.

The group’s mission is to make
the house a centerpiece of a historic
restoration that inspires community,
state and national pride and creates
opportunities for various commu-
nity activities.

“The first step in achieving our
organization’s mission is to under-
stand the value of the site and the
scope of the restoration effort re-
quired,” said Andy Calamaras, in-
coming chairperson of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House
Inc. “Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner’s com-
mentary will surprise and delight
many in Union County who care
about American history.”

During the Revolutionary War,
Betty and Gershom Frazee had an
encounter with the British forces in

which Betty showed her displeasure
with the military occupation while
responding to a British general’s re-
quest for loaves of bread she had just
baked. Betty’s oven is still present,
and the house also has historic inter-
est for being a common farmstead of
the period, the sort of structure that
is rarely preserved.

“When the house is restored and
the story of Betty is more widely
familiar,” said Mr. Calamaras, “we
believe that Union County will take
its place as a major point of interest
in American history, comparable to
the Monmouth battlefield where
Molly Pitcher helped load Ameri-
can cannons.”

The cost to attend the luncheon is
$13. Those interested are asked to
respond to Blanchard Hiatt at (908)
233-9194.

ARTIST’S RENDITION…The Revo-
lutionary-period Frazee House in
Scotch Plains is associated with an an-
ecdote about “Aunt Betty” Frazee that
brings historic distinction to the area.
Seeking its restoration, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House Inc.
is developing a formal plan for the
substantial effort that will be required.

RIDE IN REMEMBRANCE…The Neumann Foundation donates 101 bikes to 90
police departments in remembrance of Essex County Police Officer Keith Neumann
for the 20th Anniversary 101 Bike Awards 2009, held May 20 at the Parsippany
PAL complex. Pictured, from left to right, are: Gerry and Phyllis Hartmann,
Scotch Plains Police Captain Steve Freedman, Sergeants Ted Conley and Dave
Smith, Eleanor Neumann, Jennifer Toal, Robyn Toal, Steve Toal, foundation
president, and Ralph Tancredi, treasurer.

SP Police Among Recipients
Of Neumann Bike Donations

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Police Department recently was
among the recipients of bicycles do-
nated through the Neumann Founda-
tion for its bicycle patrol program.

Based in Pine Beach, the Neumann
Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization that was established in
memory of Essex County Police Officer
Keith Neumann by his family. Officer
Neumann accidentally was shot and
killed during a pre-dawn drug raid on
August 3, 1989. He was 24 years old and
newly wed at the time.

One of the foundation’s missions is
to provide support to police depart-
ments and their communities through a
bike grant program.

“Our objective is to offer assistance
to community bike patrols in their at-
tempt to reduce crime in parks, town
centers, schools and other recreational
areas,” said Steve Toal, president of the
foundation and Officer Neumann’s
brother-in-law. “We feel this program
is vital in reacquainting the community
with a highly visible and approachable
police force.”

The foundation completed its mission
of police bikes on August 3, 2007, after
achieving a targeted milestone of 101
bikes. “101 is a very significant number
to the Neumann Family as it was Keith’s
badge number,” said Mr. Toal.

“The family decided that, after 18
years, we would alter our course and
close the book on this remarkable
achievement, knowing we honored
Keith in a special way,” he added.

Then a telephone call came from some-
one inquiring about making a contribu-
tion for the bike program. “I explained to
them that we no longer do the bikes and
conveyed how important the number 101
is to our family, and that any other number
of bikes wouldn’t mean as much to us. He

understood, so I thanked him for his
interest and we hung up,” said Mr. Toal.

A week later, Mr. Toal received a call
from the same person. The caller said,
“I explained to my family about the
whole 101 concept, and they thought it
was great…so we would like to give
you money to purchase another 101
bikes!”

A week later the donor, who wishes
to remain anonymous, was in Mr. Toal’s
office handing him a check for
$153,000. “The Neumann Family was
humbled yet overjoyed with the pros-
pect of continuing this program with an
unprecedented, one-time, 101-bike
give-away,” said Mr. Toal.

The presentation of the bicycles took
place on May 20 at the Police Athletic
League Complex in Parsippany. Eighty-
nine New Jersey police departments
and one from Philadelphia were on
hand to receive their fully equipped
2009 Cannondale Police Mountain
Bikes.

In 1996, the foundation switched its
focus from scholarships for Seton Hall
students majoring in criminal justice to
community police bike units. With the
help of its long-time partner,
Parsippany-based Cycle Craft, the foun-
dation has received expert advice and
guidance in selecting appropriate bikes
and equipment to be used by the offic-
ers while on patrol.

As for the anonymous donor, “I thank
God every day that there are people out
there still willing to make great per-
sonal sacrifices for the betterment of
our communities. Their family, and all
our donors, will forever be considered
part of the Neumann Family,” said Mr.
Toal.

For more information, and a list of
all the recipients, visit
neumannfoundation.org.

Library Posts Survey
On Teen Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library is reaching out to
middle and high school students with
a survey seeking ideas about improv-
ing its programming for teenagers.

“We want to ask the experts – the
kids themselves – what we are doing
right, and what more we can do for
them,” said Kathy Muhm, coordina-
tor of Youth Services at the library.

The survey, available on the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, as well
as in a print version, will be offered
through September. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information, e-mail
YouthServices@wmlnj.org or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4114.

Library Events to Feature
Radar Rangers and Writing
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library has announced
the dates and details for two upcoming
programs to be held at the library.

The musical group Radar Rangers,
headed by New Jersey resident and
music therapist John Foley, will
perform on Tuesday, July 14, at 7
p.m. Radar Rangers’ concerts focus
on integrating special-needs children
with the general audience.

The group first came together to
record songs Mr. Foley was using in
his work as a music therapist. Radar
Rangers’ songs draw on Mr. Foley’s
work with legendary folk singer
Oscar Brand and on the years of rock
and roll bands that came before.

Group SPIRIT!, a family-centered
autism support group, will co-
sponsor this program with the library.
For more about Radar Rangers, visit
myspace.com/radarrangers.

On Wednesday, July 15, and Mon-
day, July 20, the library will host
“The Written Word,” a two-part
workshop on writing for magazines.
The 7 p.m. sessions, facilitated by
author Charles Jacobs, will be part
of the library’s Master the Art of
Reading summer reading program

for adults.
The first session will serve as an

introduction to the magazine world,
the consequences of the current eco-
nomic slowdown, how to research
the markets and choose the best one
for one’s writing, how to pitch a story
and how to compose a query letter.

The second session will focus on
writing – fiction versus nonfiction,
becoming an expert in one’s field,
planning the article and the impor-
tance of leads and endings, among
other aspects.

A former editor-in-chief of FO-
CUS magazine, Mr. Jacobs has pub-
lished more than 750 magazine ar-
ticles and teaches a course on writ-
ing and publishing at the University
of South Florida. His latest book,
“The Writer Within You,” was named
a Best Book of the Year by seven
publishing organizations.

Both the Radar Rangers and “The
Written Word” programs will be held
in the Community Room on the lower
level of the library. Pre-registration
for these events is encouraged and
may be done by calling (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, e-mailing
library@scotlib.org or accessing
summer.scotlib.org.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue. For further in-
formation or directions, call (908)
322-5007.

Garwood Lions Present
Scholastic Awards

GARWOOD – During the annual
Eighth Grade Commencement Exer-
cises for the Garwood Public Schools,
the Garwood Lions Club recognizes
several graduates by presenting them
with United States Savings Bonds.

Two students, a boy and a girl,
were recipients of the Donald
Boyden Memorial Award for overall
academic excellence this year. The
honorees were Ryan Brinkerhoff and
Kristina Cibikova. Ryan also re-
ceived the Daniel F. Snyder Memo-
rial Award, which is given to the
student achieving the highest-grade
average in science.

In addition to the savings bonds,
the Lions awarded scholarships to
Garwood students graduating from
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. The presentations were made
at the annual awards ceremony prior
to graduation. This year’s scholar-
ship winners were Lauren Czapla and
Alan Chu.

Although best known for recy-
cling used eyeglasses, the Lions Club
also is dedicated to performing ser-
vice within the community by sup-
porting youth-oriented activities. The
Lions financially support the youth
baseball program and sponsor the
borough’s annual Halloween Parade.

Current Events Group
To Discuss Education
FANWOOD – “Current Events For

Everyone,” a monthly topical discus-
sion group, will meet on Monday,
July 20, at 10:30 a.m. at the Fanwood
Memorial Library.

Christopher C. Gibbs, who holds a
doctoral degree in history and is the
author of two books on history and
five mysteries, will moderate the dis-
cussion.

Each month, discussions focus on
the serious and the not-so-serious
news items that affect towns, the state
and the nation. Mr. Gibbs, a teacher
with the L.I.F.E. program for senior
citizens at Union County College,
has chosen for July the topic “Educa-
tion in America…what state is it in?”

All members of the community are
invited to participate in the discus-
sion. This program will be held in the
Adult section of the library, located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
Coffee and refreshments will be
served. For more information, call
the library at (908) 322-6400.

www.goleader.com

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

908-209-0104 email: brogankelly@comcast.net
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