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Union County to Scale Down
Plan for Improved Dog Park

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The county is
working on a scaled down version of
an improved dog park at Echo Lake
Park in Westfield/Mountainside. Last
Thursday night the county rescinded
a $600,000 contract with Falcon Ridge
Construction in Watchung following
opposition received from county resi-
dents regarding the proposed cost.

“What happened is we had a plan
and now we are changing that plan,”
said Freeholder Dan Sullivan, filling
in as chairman in place of Freeholder
Al Mirabella, who was absent. “So a
new plan will come up that has re-
quirements that we come up with
suggestions that we are getting from
everyone else as to how we move
forward, and based on that we come
up with bid specs and a number that
we think is appropriate for that bid.”

County Manager George Devanney
said the new plan would not be as
comprehensive as the previous pro-
posal, but would be done within the
current county budget. He said the
county is looking to replace the fence,
as well as add a path, port-a-johns
and a canopy.

Al Faella, director of the depart-
ment of parks and community re-
newal, said he has met with five mem-
bers of the public “to discuss what we
can do immediately,” including new
fencing, more regular maintenance
and moving an on-site dumpster to
provide for more parking spaces. He
said the county has put out a revised
bid specification for replacing the
existing fence.

Bob Harris of Cranford said the
facility only needs a new fence, “some
decent seating,” and a few additional
parking spaces.

Springfield resident Peter Stapleton
said two county officials told him that
the county would reduce the size of
the dog park by “between 30 and 50
percent.”

“I’ll tell you this: I will find that
out,” said Mr. Sullivan.

Mr. Stapleton, one of the members
of the group that met with Mr. Faella,
said the proposal his group submitted
for the new dog park “does not de-
crease the size; everything is just ba-
sic and simple.”

He also asked the board the amount
of the amended budget for the dog
park.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the county would not release the bud-
get “because we would already be
establishing for any bidder what we’re
prepared to expect.”

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said of all the meetings she
has attended, this was the first time
she has heard a group ask for a fund-
ing reduction “for something that was
going to benefit them.”

“That’s so commendable,” she said.
Mrs. Renna also spoke about the

settlement of a lawsuit she filed
against the county. Her grievance was
concerning a document she requested
and was denied because she did not
file an official Union County Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) form.
Earlier this month, Mr. Barry said the
case cost the county $28,000 in legal
fees.

“This lawsuit is costing (the county)
less than $30,000…and that’s less
than one freeholder’s salary. It’s cer-
tainly a very small percentage of the
money that you’re spending on pub-
lic information department salaries
and jobs,” Mrs. Renna said.

“This is $28,000, so that you do not
have to complete a form,” Mr. Sullivan
responded. “I frankly don’t see what
the problem is in doing that (filling

out an OPRA form.)” He called the
expenditure, which he voted against,
as “$28,000 down the drain.”

Delia Collins of Clark questioned
the county’s approval of an $800,000
upgrade to the county’s weapons
range in Springfield.

County Engineer Tim Mettlen said
the county is replacing the existing
facility, which he said is in “very,
very poor condition and basically out
in the open.”

“The new range will be state-of-
the-art, with reflectors to create
safety at the end of the firing range.
There will be a very small building
at the front with some restrooms
and a staging place,” he said. “There
will be an open structure over the
top of the range and side walls on
the range to confine the bullets to
the range.”

The board’s next agenda meeting
will be tonight, July 9, in Elizabeth
with the Thursday, July 30, public
session to be held at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway.
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OUR SOLDIERS...Sergeant First Class Ernest Fred Iodaci of the 102 Division of
the 50th Infantry is welcomed home during the Parade of Heroes on June 12 in
Trenton by Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood)  and Jerry Leavy,
president of the New Jersey State Law Enforcement Officers Association.

by the freeholders. Mr. Sullivan said
the county’s goal in hiring a golf
management firm was not to increase
the cost of a round of golf in the
county.

County Manager George Devanney
responded, “Through a current re-
duction in staff and through the elimi-
nation of seasonal positions, the
county is already saving more money
than it is going to spend on bringing
Kemper Sports in to manage the golf
operations.”

Tina Renna of the Union County
Watchdog Association said the
records she saw showed Oak Ridge

Evan Falk for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEE BURGERS HERE…The staff of Cheeburger, Cheeburger on North
Avenue in Westfield greet customers last week. The restaurant reopened June 30
under new ownership after being closed for almost a year. Local businesses were
given a free meal last Sunday and Monday to mark the reopening.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RACE TO THE FINISH…Area residents compete in the annual Fourth of July
Cranford Canoe Club races. A group of canoers Saturday morning challenge the
splashes in a heat on the Rahway River to the finish line under the Springfield
Avenue Bridge.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASSIC…The DooWop girls, Estrella Munoz and Tara Beelitz, dress up Larry
Darrow’s classic red 1987 Mercedes convertible during his DooWop party on his
birthday June 29, at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield.

for improvements in regards to the
width and capacity of the bridge,”
said Kinney Clark, member of the
Cranford Historic Preservation Ad-
visory Board and long-time resident
of Cranford. He said he hopes that the
architectural design is “sympathetic
to the historic character of Cranford.”

The design of the bridge prior to its
current structure was that of a truss
bridge, he said.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, June 27, Edward
Pshybyshefski, 56, of Kearny was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle accident on
Central Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) and care-
less driving. No injuries were reported
as a result of the accident. He was held
until a responsible individual could be
contacted.

Sunday, June 28, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation at Central
and Lenox Avenues, Yolaida Gonzalez,
22, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Jersey City warrant for $99.
Gonzalez was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, June 28, Wilder Pereira, 29,
of Rahway was arrested on Mountain
Avenue after a motor vehicle accident
on North Avenue, East. Pereira, charged
with DWI, leaving the scene of an acci-
dent, failure to report an accident and
careless driving, was issued summonses.
No injuries were reported.

Monday, June 29, Thomas Rosky, 40,
of Rahway was arrested in the area of
600 West South Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Rosky was the front-
seat passenger in a motor vehicle that
was stopped because he was not wear-
ing his seatbelt. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and issued summonses for the charges.

Wednesday, July 1, a homeowner on
the 100 block of Wyoming Street re-
ported that his residence was burglar-
ized and a laptop computer was removed
from the premises. Entry was forcibly
gained through the front door. No one
was at home when the incident occurred
and there are no suspects at this time.

Wednesday, July 1, Kunwar Baba, 25,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Clark traffic warrant in the amount of
$500. Baba was released after satisfying
the bail amount.

Wednesday, July 1, Marcel J. Moyano,
25, of Westfield was arrested after he
responded to Westfield police headquar-
ters on an outstanding Point Pleasant
criminal warrant. He was released after
posting $275 bail.

Friday, July 3, David Fuentes, 33, of
Jersey City was arrested on an outstand-
ing Jersey City traffic warrant during a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
West North Avenue. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting $200
bail.

Saturday, July 4, Lori A. Martino, 43,
of Westfield was arrested on multiple
warrants during a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue, West, and Tuttle Park-
way. The warrants included a Watchung
traffic warrant for $500 and two
Plainfield warrants, one a traffic warrant
for $125 and the other a criminal war-
rant for $125. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on bail.

Sunday, July 5, Collins K. Kusi, 18, of
Roselle was arrested at the Woodbridge
Police Department on three outstanding
traffic warrants, one from Westfield for
$289, one from Bedminster for $180
and one from Roselle for $158. Kusi was
held on default of bail pending transport
to the Union County jail.

Monday, July 6, Tyrone Miller, II, 39,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Clark Street on an outstanding
Woodbridge criminal warrant for $1,833.
He was released after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, June 27, James Hunter, 38,

of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, June 27, Mark Paczkowski,
50, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at which time the officer smelled
the odor of alcohol. Paczkowski was
processed and released.

Sunday, June 28, Juan Ayala, 29, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Monday, June 29, Samantha Cianci,
18, of Edison was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police re-
sponded to a disturbance on Rahway
Road. According to police, Cianci was
observed yelling obscenities at the oc-
cupants of a house and refused to follow
a police officer’s request for her to leave
the area. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Monday, June 29, a patron of a Route
22 business reported that someone en-
tered her purse and removed her wallet,
which contained several credit cards
and cash.

Tuesday, June 30, Jormean Brannon,
24, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Tuesday, June 30, a resident of Hetfield
Avenue reported that someone did ap-
proximately $175 worth of damage to
her lawn by driving a vehicle on it.

Wednesday, July 1, a business on
Route 22 reported that someone caused
approximately $100 worth of damage to
a display that was outside of the busi-
ness.

Wednesday, July 1, Patrick Minott,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with resisting arrest after an
officer responded to a report of a distur-
bance on Country Club Lane and ob-
served him arguing with another person.
According to police, Minott was asked
to leave the area and he refused and
continued to argue and then ran from the
officer. Minott was placed under arrest
and transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released,
authorities said.

Friday, July 3, Ralph Tuhl, 68, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with simple assault after an officer re-
sponded to a fight in progress on Martine
Avenue. According to police, upon ar-
riving at the scene the officer observed
the victim on the ground with several
marks on him and Tuhl leaving the scene.

After questioning him, the suspect
admitted to striking the victim because
of an earlier incident of road rage in
which Tuhl felt the victim had cut off his

vehicle, police said. The victim refused
treatment for the injuries he received to
his hands and arms. The suspect was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released, authori-
ties reported.

Friday, July 3, Raymond Sennit, 44,
of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop during which the officer smelled
the odor of alcohol. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Friday, July 3, Finley Cidone, 25, of
East Orange was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, July 4, Rosa Collins, 42, of
Newark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Thursday, June 25, Craig M. Simon,

39, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. He was also
charged with an outstanding warrant out
of Plainfield in the amount of $500.

Thursday, June 25, Benedict Hycenth,
67, of Newark was arrested at the New-
ark Police Department on an outstand-
ing warrant in the amount of $1,096.

Wednesday, July 1, a resident of Mary
Ellen Lane reported that his neighbor
had made threats against him over a pile
of rocks that was left between the ad-
joining properties after the victim had
work done on his property.

Wednesday, July 1, Salvador Rivera-
Santos, 33, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
outstanding warrants out of
Mountainside in the amount of $250 and
Plainfield in the amount of $250. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, July 3, a resident of Garrett
Road reported that someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle while it was
parked in the street and removed his
digital camera valued at $450.

Friday, July 3, Rodney Halm, 40, of
South Orange was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was issued a
summons and released at the scene.

Friday, July 3, Lamont Counts, 42, of
Irvington was arrested on outstanding
warrants from multiple towns totaling
$3,340 after he was detained by the New
Jersey Department of Fish and Wildlife.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed.

Friday, July 3, an officer responded
to a theater on Route 22 on a report of
an argument between two patrons
which started when one patron bumped
the back of the other patron’s seat.
According to police, words were ex-
changed and then a slight altercation
followed. Both parties were advised
of the complaint process before they
left the scene.

Sunday, July 5, Jaoa Dzidzikashuli,
25, of Reisterstown, Md. was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.

Sunday, July 5, a resident came into
police headquarters to report that while
she was walking near her home a small
red vehicle sped by. According to po-
lice, she yelled to the driver to slow
down, at which time the driver yelled a
threat back at her.

Fanwood
Sunday, June 28, Kashari Slaughter,

23, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with simple assault after police were
called to a dispute on Roosevelt Avenue.
She was processed and released.

Sunday, June 28, Preston Lynn, 53, of
Carteret was arrested on multiple out-
standing warrants out of Springfield,
Union and Carteret after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was processed
and released.

Monday, June 29, Jaquelin L. Pollard,
45, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of New
Brunswick after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. After further investigation,
she was also charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing
police with false identification by giv-
ing police a fraudulent New Jersey
driver’s license. She was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, June 30, Maria Vasquez, 60,
of Corona, N.Y. was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of Tenafly.
She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, July 2, Rodney M. Maughn,
51, of Westfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, July 2, Michael E. Jackson,
37, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Paterson warrant after a field
investigation on Martine Avenue. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, July 2, Phills E. Ifeanyi,
49, of Far Rockaway, N.Y. was arrested
after a field investigation on Martine
Avenue on outstanding warrants out of
Linden, Scotch Plains and Cranford. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, July 2, Michel Sidalise, 50,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstand-
ing Scotch Plains warrant after a field
investigation on Martine Avenue. She
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, July 2, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that while eating at a
restaurant on Martine Avenue sometime
between 1 and 2 p.m., her purse was
stolen from her table after she forgot it.
When she returned, it was missing.

Friday, July 3, Jimmie Benjamin, 50,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing Lacey Township warrant.
Jimmie M. Benjamin, Jr., 35, of
Plainfield, who was a passenger in the
vehicle, was arrested on an outstanding
Union Township warrant. Both were
processed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 5, John J. Tarleton, 35,
of Scotch Plains was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 200 block of
South Avenue on an outstanding
Westfield warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

When reached yesterday, Mayor
Mahr told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times at press deadline she was wait-
ing for a call back from Scotch Plains’
officials on whether or not any dam-
age was done to the structure from a
June 16 truck accident on the bridge. A
truck, which was significantly over
the 56-ton weight capacity of the
bridge, flipped on its side at the  bot-
tom of the span, on the east side, at
South Avenue. Scotch Plains handled
the investigation of the accident be-
cause it has jurisdiction on that section
of the span. The west side of the bridge
is territory of Fanwood.

“I think it (integrity of the bridge)
is a good question but I don’t have all
the solid answers yet,”  she said, add-
ing that she would not want to pro-
ceed with the project until it is clear
the bridge was not damaged.

The council entered the first reading
of an amendment to an ordinance re-
garding unfit buildings. The council
would like to rename the ordinance to
Abandoned Buildings. “This all came
about because of the economy,” said
Mr. Tompkins. The process would take
up to a year to complete if the owner
does not reclaim the building, accord-
ing to Ms. Wheeler.

“We do not want to own these prop-
erties, but we want to be able to issue
a lien to destroy the property if it is
determined to be abandoned,” said
Councilwoman Donna Dolce.

The council is scheduled to meet for
its regular meeting on Tuesday, July 14
at 7:30 p.m. in the municipal building.
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County Golf Courses
Under New Management

“made $30,000” in 2008 and that
seasonal positions “really didn’t cost
that much money.”

“It really doesn’t add up,” she said.
Kathy Torby of Clark asked about

the approval of 24 additional parking
spaces at Galloping Hill at a cost of
$108,150 for a new contract of $1.6
million with J.A. Alexander, Inc. of
Bloomfield. The company was hired
to install the driving range at the
course.

Mr. Devanney said the additional
spaces are for handicapped use at the
driving range. He said “it made sense
to do it now rather than later.”

SAFETY FIRST…Sergeant Michael Tardi of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recently stopped by Westminster Preschool to teach Betty Perfilio’s class of
three-year-old children about community helpers and safety. Westminster Pre-
school is grateful for the generosity of the Scotch Plains Police Department.


