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WF Resident Makes
Muhlenberg Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Muhlenberg Col-
lege has announced its dean’s list for
the spring 2009 semester, and two
Westfield resident has graced the list.

Kimberly Morawski, a member of
the class of 2012, has not declared a
major at present. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morawski
and is a graduate of Westfield Senior
High School.

Avrit Rubin, a member of the class
of 2009, is a Psychology major and
Spanish minor. He is the son of
Charles Rubin and Lenore Silver, and
is a graduate of Union County Mag-
net High School.

Students must earn a minimum of a
3.5 grade point average (4.0-scale) to
attain dean’s list status.

Widener University
Announces Graduates
AREA – The following local resi-

dents earned their bachelor’s degrees
from Widener University during the
annual commencement ceremony on
May 16:

Katherine Eckman of Westfield
received a Bachelor of Social Work
degree in Social Work, and Heather
Legg of Garwood received a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Nursing.

Widener University
Announces Dean’s List

AREA – The following area stu-
dents were named to the dean’s list
for the spring 2009 semester at Wid-
ener University in Chester, Pa.:
Heather Legg of Garwood and Alyssa
Lund of Westfield.

The dean’s list recognizes full-time
students who earned a grade point
average of 3.50 and above for the
semester.

College Woman’s Club
Awards Scholarships

DISTINGUISHED SENIORS…Pictured, left to right, are: College Woman’s
Club scholarship recipients Sara Birkenthal, Maria Lomaka, Alexis Constantine,
Anne Re, Amana Lojo and Brigid Ryan.

WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club (CWC) of Westfield
awarded $48,000 in college scholar-
ships to six distinguished Westfield
High School (WHS) seniors at the
club’s annual dinner on May 19.

Sara Birkenthal was awarded the
club’s second Eileen “Mike” Farley
Scholarship. An accomplished writer,
Sara had a number of columns pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader as a
Student View contributor.

She won the Wesley Harley Hu-
man Rights Award for community
service and commitment to social
justice. She is president of the
Westfield-Plainfield Connection, an
organization that provides tutoring
and mentoring for inner-city youth in
the area. Sara will attend Claremont
McKenna College in California next
fall, where she plans to major in Inter-
national Relations and Politics.

Anne Re was the recipient of the
CWC’s third Ruth Houghton Scholar-
ship. Anne is the co-founder and co-
president of the Community Service
Club at Westfield High School. In less
than two years, they delivered 1,800
lunches, 980 winter coats, 300 gallon-
sized bags of toiletries and more than
3,000 children’s books to BRIDGES
Outreach. Anne also served as the co-

deputy director of Model U.N.
Anne will attend Ursinus College

in September where she plans to pur-
sue a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psy-
chology.

Amanda Lojo was awarded a Col-
lege Woman’s Club of Westfield schol-
arship. Amanda is a member of the
National Honor Society and was a four-
year member of the field hockey team,
earning two varsity letters and an all-
county honorable mention in the 2008
fall season.

She was involved in the Breast Can-
cer Awareness Club and was the top
female fundraiser for the 5k run.
Amanda was very involved in Peer
Ministry at St. Helen’s Church. She
will pursue a liberal arts education with
a focus on science at Loyola College.

Maria Lomaka was awarded a Col-
lege Woman’s Club of Westfield
scholarship. Born in the Ukraine,
Maria moved here at age 7. In addi-
tion to Distinguished Honor Roll and
National Honor Society, Maria has
excelled in the arts. She is member of
the Folio literary magazine editorial
staff and helps to organize coffee-
houses at WHS to raise funds for the
publication of Folio.

She has tutored elementary school
children through her involvement in
the Community Service Club and has
been involved in Model U.N. Maria
has decided to attend Columbia Uni-
versity.

Brigid Ryan, during her time at
WHS, played the flute for four years
in the Marching Band and was a mem-
ber of the Video Production Club for
four years. She was in the Yearbook
Club and an executive board member
of the Rotary Interact Club.

Her volunteer activities include
church-sponsored community-ser-
vice activities and work with the
Westfield Lions Club, and she is a
two-time donor to Locks of Love.
Brigid will be attending Emerson
College, where she plans to major in
Film Editing and Animation.

Alexis Constantine was awarded a
College Woman’s Club of Westfield
scholarship. As well as being a multi-
sport varsity athlete in cross-country
and swimming, Alexis has worked
for two years with the Invisible Chil-
dren Club as a major fundraiser for
the organization, whose purpose is to
build schools for and support the chil-
dren of Uganda.

Alexis is the Features Page editor
of the Hi’s Eye and vice-president of
the Junior Optimist Club. She plans
to major in biology at The University
of Richmond.

Recipients are selected based on
academic achievement, financial need
and community service. The club will
also award a grant to the WHS female
senior graduating with the highest
academic GPA.

FIT FOR A QUEEN…In Westfield, Lincoln kindergarteners recently concluded
their study of England with a visit from Kitty Jones of Kit’s Interactive Theater.
Ms. Jones performed as a character from Renaissance England during a school-
wide assembly, employing students and staff members to portray royalty and
participate in a court dance. The cultural arts performance was co-sponsored by
the Education Fund of Westfield and the Lincoln PTO. Pictured is the “corona-
tion” of kindergartener Aischa Sawan.

Students Make Dean’s
List at Quinnipiac

WESTFIELD – The following area
students were named toQuinnipiac
University’s dean’s list for the spring
2009 semester: Joshua Bornstein of
Westfield, Jennifer LaSpata of
Westfield, Elyse Piacentini of
Cranford, Kaitlyn Schulz, Jeffrey
Haymaker and Nikki Todaro of Ber-
keley Heights.

SP Resident Graduates
From Boston College
SCOTCH PLAINS – Justin

Rowinsky, son of Mrs. Heidi Spieker-
Gerhard and Mr. Kay Gerhard of
Scotch Plains and the late Gary
Rowinsky, was awarded a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biology, cum laude,
at the 133rd commencement of Bos-
ton College on May 18. Approximately
3,000 graduates received degrees.

Mr. Rowinsky is a 2005 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. At Boston College, he par-
ticipated in the Marching and Pep
Bands, as well as the Boston College
Symphony Orchestra. He was a vol-
unteer at the Campus School.

Mr. Rowinsky was designated a
Scholar of the College. Upon gradu-
ation, he will begin his career with
Merck Research Laboratories at their
Boston, Mass., facility doing oncol-
ogy research.

The 2009 commencement speaker
was filmmaker Ken Burns, whose
documentaries have brought to life
the Civil War, baseball, jazz and other
facets of American history. Burns re-
ceived an honorary Doctor of Fine
Arts degree at the ceremony.

Woman’s Club’s
O’Neil Earns Honors
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

State Federation of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC) recently selected
Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
member Vivian O’Neil to be added to
its Honor Roll.

This is a tribute presented for the
dedication and outstanding service Ms.
O’Neil has given to WCW and its many
projects. Ms. O’Neil is a long-standing
member of the club and has served for
12 years as its recording secretary.

She is an active part of the Arts
Creative Department, chairs the Lit-
erature Department and is a member
of the Education Committee to name
a few of her interests.

Hillcrest Academy Presents
Student Awards Night

LAUDED…Shown above are Hillcrest
Academy North Student Council Presi-
dent and Valedictorian Aisha Thomas,
who received the Principal’s Student
of the Year Award, Principal John
Marquet and Student Council Vice
President Gianfranco Alzate.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday
June 11, Hillcrest Academy North, an
alternative high school located on
Plainfield Avenue
in Scotch Plains,
held its first annual
Student Awards
Dinner at Westlake
School to honor
the outstanding
achievement of
their students.
Both schools are a
part of the Union
County Educa-
tional Services
C o m m i s s i o n
(UCESC).

UCESC Super-
intendent William
Presutti, Principal
John Marquet and
the Hillcrest North teaching staff gave
out various awards citing outstand-
ing academic achievement, excep-
tional leadership and inspired par-
ticipation in community service.

The evening’s keynote speaker,
Josephine Hernandez, president of the
State Board of Education, stressed how
earning a high school diploma and con-
tinuing on to a post-secondary program
can open up thousands of opportunities
not otherwise open to our students.

In attendance were students, par-
ents and UCESC staff, who were
treated to a dinner made exclusively

by the students who attend the UCESC
Culinary Arts program led by Food
Service Teacher Sergio Calafiore.

The following
awards were is-
sued:

Principal’s Stu-
dent of the Year
Award, Aisha Tho-
mas; Student of the
Year Awards for
Outstanding Aca-
demic Achieve-
ment: English,
Aisha Thomas;
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
Tamira Prichett;
Science, Aisha
Thomas and Domi-
nique Kemper; So-
cial Studies,
L a n a y s i a

Limehouse; Technology, Emanuel
Aguilar; World Languages, Marili Reyes.

Scholarships Extended
To Holy Trinity Students

WESTFIELD – In the fall of stu-
dents’ eighth grade years, Holy Trinity
Interparochial School children take
entrance exams; based on those results,
combined with their scholastic apti-
tude, students receive scholarships and
offers extended from various Catholic
high schools throughout New Jersey.

Holy Trinity’s eighth grade class
was granted over $110,000 in schol-
arships to area high schools. Certain
students received multiple scholar-
ship offers.

Presidential Scholarships were
awarded to Brian Cattafe, Gregory
Gagliardi, Peter Iannelli, and Dou-
glas Tortorici from St. Peter’s Prepa-
ratory School.

Seton Hall Preparatory School
awarded scholarships to Gregory
Gagliardi, James Gilmartin, James
Potter, and Alex Wintringham. James
Gilmartin had a perfect score on the
St. Joseph (Metuchen) entrance ex-
amination, which resulted in the award
of a scholarship. Additionally, St.
Joseph offered accelerated acceptance
to seven boys.

Seton Caritas Scholarships for Dis-
tinguished Scholars were awarded to
Hannah Clark and Amanda Williams
and Principal’s Scholarships to
Lauren Monaco and Kelly Glennon

by Mother Seton Regional High
School. Also, Mary McDermott,
Courtney McGovern and Catherine
Serzan earned St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Scholarships.

Mount Saint Mary Academy named
Amanda Williams and Hannah Clark
as Mercy Scholars. Morristown-
Beard School extended an offer of
admission to Nicholas Ferry and
Bishop George Ahr High School to
Grace Kelly.

Union Catholic High School
awarded scholarships to Brian
Cattafe, Gregory Gagliardi and Grace
Kelly. Honors and Scholars Accep-
tances went to Hannah Clark, Dou-
glas Tortorici, Amanda Williams,
Kelly Glennon, Peter Iannelli,
Courtney McGovern, Colleen Power,
Kevin Sheridan and Amanda Sovany.

Roselle Catholic High School
named Kelly Glennon, Liam
Hughes, James Potter and Amanda
Williams as Honors Acceptances.

The Union County Magnet High
School accepted all three Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial applicants. They
are Hannah Clark, Alex Wintringham
and Grace Kelly.

The Holy Trinity Interparochial
Class of 2009 Baccalaureate Mass was
held at St. Helen Church, and gradua-
tion took place at Holy Trinity Church.

WATER WORLD…Edison Intermediate School (EIS) has been raising money and
awareness for the organization, charity: water, which helps to bring clean water and
sanitation to schools in Africa. On May 19, the school held a “Water Walk,” in which
students walked from EIS to Mindowaskin Park, carrying jerry cans (what they use
in developing nations to collect water) to raise awareness for the cause. To date, EIS
has raised more than $6,000. EIS is developing a relationship with a “sister school”
in Africa and hopes to raise even more money next year.

Steenberg of WF
Makes Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Katherine
Steenberg of Westfield, a freshman at
Lynn University and majoring in busi-
ness administration, made the
university’s dean’s list in the spring
2009 academic term by earning a
GPA of 3.5 or better.

Lynn University in Boca Raton,
Fla., is an independent, nonprofit uni-
versity.

HERE COMES THE JUDGE...Second
graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, an independent co-
educational, college preparatory
school, welcomed Union County Supe-
rior Court Judge Joseph Perfilio, the
grandfather of classmate Alexandra
Vargas of Dunellen, on Friday, May
22. Judge Perfilio discussed the court
system, telling the truth, and detailed
important facts about the law. He gave
coloring books, crayons and toy gavels
to the students. He also let the children
try on his handcuffs and bang his gavel.

Ortuso Named
To BU Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Emily Ortuso of
Westfield, daughter to Darcy and Pe-
ter Ortuso, graduated Magna Cum
Laude in May with a double major in
secondary education and English lit-
erature from Boston University. She
was named to the dean’s list for spring
2009 and has been on the dean’s list
every semester for four years. She did
her practice teaching this past fall
semester in London.

In addition, she was the Director
for the Athena Player’s production of
The Vagina Monologues this past
February in Boston.

She is currently seeking employ-
ment in secondary education in the
tri-state area.

In order to qualify for the School of
Education dean’s list, a student is
required to achieve a 3.50 grade point
average for the semester and have no
incomplete course work.

WF Student Named
To Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Katherine Clark of

Westfield was named to Susquehanna
University’s dean’s list for the spring
2009 semester.

The dean’s list recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average
of 3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0
for the semester. To qualify, students
must complete a minimum of 12
semester hours.

Ms. Clark, a rising senior majoring
in public relations, is a 2006 graduate
of Westfield High School and the
daughter of Lynn Siegel.

Local Student Named
To Hamilton Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Julie Meurer,
daughter of Laura and Roger Meurer
of Scotch Plains, was named to the
dean’s list at Hamilton College for
the 2009 spring semester. A student
must achieve a grade point average of
90 or above during the term to be
placed on the dean’s list.

Ms. Meurer, a rising junior major-
ing in economics and government, is
a graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Westfield Students
Graduate St. Peter’s Prep

WESTFIELD PRIDE…Westfield is represented at the graduation of St. Peter’s
Prep. Town residents, pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Mark Doherty,
Matthew Mullman, Mitchell Kiebus and Philip Reynolds; back row, Kenneth
Slaski and Sean Finn. Not pictured, but also among the graduates, was John Doyle.

WESTFIELD – Seven students
from Westfield were among the 216
members of the class of 2009 to gradu-
ate from Saint Peter’s Preparatory
School during the school’s 131st an-
nual commencement ceremony on
May 31, at the Saint Peter’s College
Yanitelli Life Center in Jersey City.

Mark Doherty, the son of Susan and
Mark Doherty, will attend Loyola Col-
lege in Maryland. He was recognized at
graduation for perfect attendance.

John Doyle is the son of Nancy and
John Doyle, and will attend Fordham
University.

Sean Finn is the son of Mary Beth
and David Finn. He joins his father,
brother and two grandfathers, as well
as numerous cousins and uncles in
the community of Prep alumni and
will attend Boston University.

Mitchell Kiebus, the son of Cynthia
and Stanley Kiebus, will attend Vir-
ginia Tech. He joins his older brother

as a Prep graduate and was recog-
nized at graduation for perfect atten-
dance.

Matthew Mullman, the son of
Susanne and John Mullman, will at-
tend Georgetown University. He
graduated cum laude and was recog-
nized for achieving “commended”
status in the National Merit Scholar-
ship program.

Philip Reynolds, the son of
Margarita and Philip Reynolds, will
attend the United States Naval Acad-
emy. He graduated cum laude and
was recognized at graduation as an
Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished
Scholar, in addition to receiving the
gold medal for history and the
Scholar-Athlete Award for excellence
both on the lacrosse field and in the
classroom.

Kenneth Slaski is the son of Cynthia
and Robert Slaski, and will attend
Providence College.

Area Students Graduate
Haverford College

AREA – Area residents Alexandra
Hermann, Jeremy Sanders and Adam
Subhas were among the graduating
seniors who participated in Haverford
College’s commencement exercises
on Sunday, May 17.

Ms. Hermann, a Westfield resident,
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sociology with a Minor in Educa-
tional Studies at Bryn Mawr College.

Mr. Sanders of Scotch Plains, re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science.

Mr. Subhas, a Westfield resident,
received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Chemistry with a concentra-
tion in Biochemistry. He was elected
into the Phi Beta Kappa Society and
graduated Magna Cum Laude with
Departmental Honors in Chemistry.

He won the American Institute of
Chemists Award, which is given to an
outstanding senior in chemistry in
recognition of a demonstrated record
of ability, leadership and professional
promise.

FUN IN THE SUN…Fifth and sixth graders enjoy a special carnival at Park
Middle School. As with other events held at Park, all games were made from
recycled material that was destined for the landfill.

Park Middle School
Students Enjoy Carnival

SCOTCH PLAINS – In mid-May,
275 Park Middle School fifth and
sixth graders attended the Park Middle
School Carnival-Time 2009 – the
annual spring social.

The organizers, Lisa Zimmerman
and Laurie Miller, also organized the
Fall Ball and WinterFest at Park
Middle School.

The sunny Park Middle School back
field was turned into an old-fash-
ioned carnival complete with cotton
candy, popcorn, refreshments, chal-
lenging carnival-inspired games and
a dunk tank.

The Park Middle PTA made re-
freshments, snacks and candy prizes
possible. There were 30 volunteers
and chaperones on hand to make sure
the students had a safe, fun-filled
afternoon.

Students were able to participate in
19 different challenging games. The
games included The Frog Hopper,
Balloon Pop Race, Bulls Eye Chal-
lenge and Ring Toss, as well as a
handful of other carnival-themed
games. As with the Fall Ball and
WinterFest, all games were completely
built out of recycled materials.

A highlight of the event, students
got a chance to dunk their favorite
teachers by throwing a baseball at the
targeted dunk tank. Four teachers
volunteered to get submerged in wa-
ter all in the name of good old-fash-
ioned fun.

Each student attending received a
goody bag complete with candy, glow
stick and Park Middle School Frisbee
as a souvenir of their last social of the
school year.

Area Students Graduate
From Villanova

AREA — More than 1,500 stu-
dents graduated from Villanova Uni-
versity in Villanova, Pa. during a com-
mencement ceremony held on Sun-
day, May 17, in Villanova Stadium.
The following local residents were
among the students who received
undergraduate degrees during the
university’s 166th commencement:

Matthew Paul Taeschler of
Mountainside, Bachelor of Science
in Economics and Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Administration (Fi-
nance), Cum Laude; Michelle Lynn
Morawski of Westfield, Bachelor of
Science in Biology; Abigail McDevitt
Lewis of Westfield, Bachelor of Arts
in Humanities, Cum Laude; Christo-
pher MacDonald of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Arts in Communication and
Bachelor of Arts in Economics; Daniel
John Johnson of Cranford, Bachelor
of Science in Mechanical Engineer-
ing; Andrew Louis Petrozziello of
Cranford, Bachelor of Arts in Politi-
cal Science.

More Education
on Pages 16 & 18


