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Rehearsals Continue
For Life is a Highway
WESTFIELD – Rehearsals continue

for Life Is a Highway, Washington
School’s 61st Annual Show. The fam-
ily-friendly production will be per-
formed onstage at Roosevelt Middle
School, located at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Tickets remain for two shows, Fri-
day, January 30, at 8 p.m. and Saturday,
January 31, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
priced at $11. They can be purchased at
the door, 15 minutes prior to the show
on Friday and 30 minutes prior on
Saturday.

Parents worked for close to a year,
preparing every aspect of the show.
Some parents have volunteered their
time to the show for years, and this will
mark their final Washington perfor-
mance.

All involved with the production
wished to thank “retiring” members
for their longtime efforts and local busi-
nesses who supported the show through
advertising on the playbill.

YOU WANT THE TRUTH?...Col. Jessup (Chuck Wagner) makes a point to Lt.
Kaffee (Scott Cagney) in Alliance Theater’s production of A Few Good Men.

UCPAC’s A Few Good Men
Places Conscience, Orders on Trial
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Should a soldier ever
disobey an order? That fascinating
question is raised in Aaron Sorkin’s
play A Few Good Men, performed
by Alliance Repertory Theatre Com-
pany at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway.

This production, which has more
than just a few good actors and boasts
high emotion, snippets of action and
intriguing characterization, concludes
this weekend.

Set in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and
several locations in Washington, D.C.,
the two-act play explores honor-
bound Marines’ dilemma of whether
to follow orders or their consciences.

In this dramatic thriller, Lt. J.G.
Daniel Kaffee (Scott Cagney), a Na-
val lawyer who was fourth in his class
at Harvard Law but has yet to see the
inside of the courtroom, has been
selected to defend two Marines, Lance

Corporal Howard Dawson (Brian
Parks) and PFC Louden Downey
(Ryan Correll), who have confessed
to murdering PFC William Santiago
(Claudio Venacio).

When the audience first meets law-
yer Kaffee, he’s wearing a backwards
baseball cap and baggy sweatshirt,
and he is yelling criticism to his soft-
ball team of soldiers. Kaffee is known
for being a laidback, if not lazy, law-
yer who has a record of plea-bargain-
ing cases.

Director Mark Driscoll engaged in
some “risky business” by not select-

ing a Tom Cruise look-alike and for
casting Mr. Cagney in this role, play-
ing against type.

The choice works because the au-
dience sees Kaffee transform bril-
liantly from an unkempt, uncaring
lawyer into someone who, by the end
of the play, not only commands re-
spect from the men he is defending
but the audience as well.

Commander Jo Galloway (Amelia

Campbell) cleverly finagles a way to
get herself appointed to the defense
team, representing Downey. The third
leg of the legal staff is Lt. Sam
Weinberg (Dan Wiener), who pro-
vides clever lighthearted humor.

The back-story of the case is where
the interest lies. Santiago, a dis-
gruntled Marine at Gitmo, kept writ-
ing complaint letters to his senators
and higher ups, incurring the wrath
of the commanding officer Colonel
Nathan Jessup (Chuck Wagner), who
wanted this soldier to be trained to
“think of the Corps before himself.”

Santiago was given a “code red,”
which the audience learns is an un-
official Marine term for disciplinary
action. Usually, the hazing is not
fatal, but this time, the “code red”
goes horribly wrong and Santiago
dies.

The courtroom drama reveals the
philosophical idiosyncrasies that
might not lead to an easy black or
white outcome in the world of “unit,
corps, God and country.”

A number of performances shine
in the show. Captain Markinson,
played thoughtfully by John Correll,
is especially moving while he deliv-
ers a letter he has written to the par-
ents of Santiago. Chuck Wagner’s
characterization of Colonel Jessup is
spot on with self-righteousness and
indignation that anyone could ques-
tion an officer’s order.

Kris Longwell mesmerizes as the
Bible-thumping Lt. Jonathan James
Kendrick, who repeatedly uses the
phrase “God is watching” when de-
manding unwavering adherence to
the Marine code.

All of the lawyers — defense and
prosecutors — execute their roles ad-
mirably. The defendants themselves
are stoically solid.

Superior lighting design by Tom
Rowe and tension-inducing sound de-
sign by director Michael Driscoll and
Bill Roome set the correct decorum
for the production.

Do not expect the Jack Nicholson,
Demi Moore and Tom Cruise movie
version. After all, this is live theater,
and people go to it to experience the
actors’ energy and talent in the mo-
ment, something a giant-screened
movie cannot rival.

WSO, WACC Join Forces
In Vegas-Style ‘Royale’

WESTFIELD – New Jersey resi-
dents can experience the excitement
of a real Las Vegas-style casino in
downtown Westfield as the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
and Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) join together to present “Ca-
sino Royale,” an evening of chari-
table gaming and entertainment on
Saturday, February 28, at 7 p.m.

The stylish fundraising event will
be hosted by Top Line Appliances,
who will transform its North Avenue
showrooms into a luxury casino com-
plete with roulette tables, swirling
music, silver trays of elegant cock-
tails, luxury food stations and profes-
sional croupiers dressed in sleek black
eveningwear.

Guests will enjoy an evening of
thrilling casino-style gaming (black-
jack, craps, roulette and more), con-
tinuous dining by Sunrise Kitchen
and Cellars, as well as raffle prizes
donated by Westfield area businesses.

“The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce is critical to the success of
our local business community, and I
am thrilled and privileged to unite
with them to ensure the success of

what will be not only a phenomenal
party but also a critical fundraiser for
our two not-for-profit organizations
in today’s difficult economic climate,”
WSO Music Director David Wroe
said.

“I am proud to partner with the
WSO to organize this exciting
fundraiser,” said Naomi McElynn,
WACC president. “There are very
few suburban towns across America
with an orchestra of the caliber of
Westfield Symphony, and I am de-
lighted to help ensure that our com-
munity will have access to their fine
music for many more years to come.”

The proceeds from the evening will
be split between the WACC and the
WSO.

Seating at “Casino Royale,” a Black
Tie optional event, is limited. Admis-
sion is $100 per person ($125 at the
door) and includes $1,000 gambling
money with unlimited drinks and din-
ing. Some business sponsorships are
also available.

For further information or to make
reservations, call (908) 233-3021 or
go to westfieldareachamber.com or
westfieldsymphony.org.

Are you a

PLANT KILLER?
It’s O.K., don’t feel bad.

There’s no such thing as a

House Plant.
Plants were not created with heating,

air-conditioning and indoor light conditions in mind.

Our high quality, realistic permanent (silk) trees, bushes,

ivy, ferns, flowers and even produce will look as beautiful

as the day you brought them home for years to come

which makes them very cost effective.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Come see the spring collection at:

KEEP ON DANCING…Dancers – left to right, Vicki Sickles, Janice Bryk, Lisa
Guan, Jill Spellman, Colleen Meacock, Jen Czarnecki, Michelle Mattessich,
Susan Weinreb, Sharon Reed and Mary Bowman – rehearse scenes from Life Is
a Highway, Washington School’s 61st Annual Show. The family-friendly produc-
tion will be performed onstage at Roosevelt Middle School.

‘The Garden…’ Leads to Full Plate
Of Interpretation at Arts Guild

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The many artistic rendi-
tions of food form the subjects of
“From the Garden of Earthly De-
lights,” an exhibit on display at the
Arts Guild of Rahway (AGR) until
February 1.

With 16 artists providing 16 differ-
ent gastronomic interpretations, the
exhibit is a veritable artistic smorgas-
bord.

James McKeon’s huge oil portraits
of two food workers – “Ted,” the
owner of the Rahway Grill, and
“Alan,” the artist’s butcher friend –
dominate the exhibit but do not eclipse
the imagination and inventive use of
media demonstrated by the other pre-
sentations.

One work that stands out is Joe
Wak’s “Birth Control,” a mixed-me-
dia presentation of purple, pink and
yellow marshmallow peeps bunnies,
machine screws, nuts and washers on
particleboard.

If there is such a thing as socially

responsible “eye candy,” then Mr.
Wak has achieved it.

“My work reflects our universal
consumerist ethos…and underscores

my passion for politics and popular
culture,” he said.

Marshmallow peeps were not the
only unusual art media in “From the
Garden of Earthly Delights.”

Erika Diamond utilized grape skins
on polyester on silk panel to create
the human form in three pieces:
“Torso,” “Skewed Back” and “Ribs.”

“The body is at once deliberate and
instinctual, logical and emotional,”
Ms. Diamond said.

“I am intrigued by the threshold
between the inside and the outside,
between holding and letting go.”

There is no avoiding the message
in Chanan Delivuk’s series of color
photographs showing wrapped meat,
entitled “Flesh…It’s What’s for Din-
ner.”

“As a vegan and a minority in soci-
ety, I feel art is one way to communi-
cate to others what it means to be a
vegan and how it is a lifestyle and not
just a ‘diet,’” said the artist, who also
promotes veganism through paint-
ing, sculpture, printmaking, installa-
tion and fabric works.

Those who do not see enough of
Rachael Ray on television will get
their fill watching Naomi Leibowitz’s
“Tasting Rachael Ray,” a repetitive

two-minute-and-45-second-long
digital video of Ms. Ray tasting food.

“This work is not just visual; one
can actually hear Ms. Ray’s stomach-
satisfying ‘ummm’ with each bite she
takes. I examine the way popular cul-
ture makes essential experiences that
are personal and sensory,” Ms.
Leibowitz said.

“My work also deals with notions
of female responsibility and expecta-
tion,” she continued.

“From the Garden of Earthly De-
lights” also included work by Jesse
Farber, Gerry Heydt, Robert Kogge,
Neal Korn, Len Merlo, Hiroshi
Kumagai, Kevan Rupp Lunney,
Monika Malewska, Gina Minichino,
Nao Matsumoto, Bet Ann Morrison
and Lauren Schiller.

AGR’s next exhibit, “Deception and
Disguise In (some) Contemporary Art,”
will open on Friday, February 13.

The exhibit will debut with a recep-
tion on Sunday, February 15, which
the public is invited to attend.

For more information, log onto
rahwayartsguild.org.

Watchung Art Center
Celebrates Change

CRANFORD – The Contemporary
Art Group will present a new exhibit,
“Change is in the Air,” at the Watchung
Art Center. The exhibit opens on Feb-
ruary 1, with a reception from 1 to 4
p.m., and will continue through the
month, featuring new expressions of
artistic ideas as the country celebrates
change.

For this exhibition, Cranford artist
Theodosia Tamborlane has developed
depictions of turbulent natural forces
in three-dimensional oil collage paint-
ings.

Ms. Tamborlane will present
“Raven’s Roost,” “Mountains’ Morn-
ing” and “Cosmos” as her visions of
nature for this New Year.

Other Contemporary Art Group
members will also show paintings
and sculptures during this exhibition
and attend the reception February 1
to answer questions regarding their
artistic presentations.

The reception and exhibition are
free and open to the public.

To learn more, visit online at
tamborlane.com.

“Veggie Pizza” by Gina Minichino of Westfield

A CHANGE COULD DO YOU
GOOD…“Mountains’ Morning,” a
three-dimensional oil painting collage
by Cranford artist Theodosia
Tamborlane, is part of “Change is in
the Air” at the Watchung Art Center.

Pineda Theatre Announces
Open Enrollment, Auditions
CRANFORD – The Pineda Sum-

mer Musical Theatre Conservatory an-
nounced open enrollment for its 2009
summer programs to be held at the
CDC Theatre in Cranford.

After a 2008 season that included

performances of Les Miserables and
Cinderella, this year offers programs
for students in grades 2 to 12, with
opportunities to perform in three
shows.

The Pineda Summer Musical The-
atre is held on Mondays through Fri-
days from June 29 to July 31.

For younger students in grades 2
through 5, the Pineda Summer Con-
servatory offers an educational pro-
gram that culminates in performances
of a special musical version of Sleep-
ing Beauty.

This program offers students daily
classes in dance, voice, audition prepa-
ration and acting taught by a profes-
sional staff. There is no audition to
participate in the program; however,
parts in the show will be assigned after
student evaluations the first week of
the program. All students participate
in the show. This class meets from
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

For students in grades 6 through 9,
the conservatory is planning on per-
formances of Beauty and the Beast for
students in the Spotlight Theatre. This
program is a more advanced program,
offering daily classes in dance, voice,
audition preparation, improvisation,
scene study and voice. This class also
meets from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Finally, for the most advanced stu-
dents, the conservatory offers the Cen-
ter Stage program for outstanding high
school musical theatre performers.
This is an intensive program taught by
a professional staff with years of expe-
rience on the Broadway stage and
theaters throughout the world.

Students attend daily acting, audi-
tion preparation, dance and vocal
classes. The Center Stage program
culminates in performances of
Leonard Bernstein’s On the Town and
a cabaret show featuring Broadway
show tunes, old and new, especially
written for the Summer Conserva-
tory. This year’s program will in-
clude special guests artists from the
Broadway stage. This program meets
daily from 11:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Auditions to participate in Center
Stage will be held on February 14, 15,
28 and March 1 by appointment only.

For On the Town, strong singers and
dancers are needed. Those interested in
auditioning should prepare 16 bars of a
musical theater up-tempo and 16 bars
of a musical theater ballad that show
range and acting ability.

All vocal auditions will be followed
by a group movement and dance call.
Those auditioning should bring appro-
priate clothing (comfortable clothes and
dance shoes/sneakers). The audition
process will take approximately two
hours. Callbacks may be necessary.

Scholarships are awarded based on
talent and financial need. Call (908)
731-1377 or e-mail
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net for
an audition appointment.

NORTHERN ITALIAN STYLE CUISINE

Every Tuesday and Wednesday night
Lobster Tails $19.95 regular $30.

Every Saturday and Sunday night
Pork Shank (Osso Buco) $19.95 regular $28.

1072 US 22 WEST, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ • 908.233.3553

*This offer starts every day at 4:00pm and all day Sunday

*Not to be combined with any other offer or photo like gift card.

*There is no need to bring anything but yourself as wait staff will extend this offer

every time you dine with us from now until the end of this promotion. Please no exceptions.

Every Monday and Tuesday dinner
Filet Mignon $19.95 regular $28.

Every Thursday and Friday night
Imported Baby Rack of Lamb

$19.95 regular $32.

Every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dinner
all bottles of wine are 30% off.

Every tray of food for Superbowl will have 30% Off

Visit us at www.mosaico22.com
for a FREE gift card when you book a party

Mosaico Economic Stimulus Package

Valentine’s Day

 Sat. Feb. 14th

Regular Menu

Limited Seating


