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LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
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Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Commissioner Writes That RVSA Project
Does Have Emergency Electric Backup Power

The Westfield Leader article regarding
the RVSA emergency back-up power,
which appeared in last week’s (January
22, 2009) Leader, is incorrect and is mis-
leading. The RVSA project does have
emergency backup power via the four gas
engines backing up PSE&G, or PSE&G
backing up the four gas engines. What
RVSA just recently learned from Cater-
pillar is that it could take between five and
20 minutes for the gas engines to be put
under full load. If this were the situation,
the gensets could be loaded incremen-
tally in 200 kw steps until they warm up
sufficiently to take full load. The RVSA
executive director has pointed out this
possible delay to the RVSA commission-

ers and, to be on the very safe and conser-
vative side, has asked the RVSA to con-
sider adding one or two more diesel gen-
erators as an additional emergency source
of power. This could be viewed as “belts
and suspenders.” The RVSA is also in-
vestigating use of oil preheaters to reduce
the time for the engines to take the full
load.

While the RVSA construction project
costs have escalated, the RVSA commis-
sioners have continually made worthwhile
efforts to minimize increases in construc-
tion costs. Safety, reliability and ensuring
that the environment is protected are
RVSA’s primary concerns. We will be
reviewing the options and costs available

for additional emergency power and will
make the best decision possible.

The Leader’s headline last week, “$200
Million RVSA Project Built Without
Emergency Backup Power,” is incorrect,
and the Leader should issue a formal
correction. It is realized that the Leader’s
reporter may not have a technical or engi-
neering background and did not attend
several of the previous RVSA meetings
where this was discussed at length and in
detail. However, he should possibly check
with the RVSA before he publishes ar-
ticles in his newspaper.

Allen Chin
RVSA Commissioner

Westfield

It’s stating what should be obvious but
apparently isn’t to the current governor:

The money in New Jersey’s state bud-
get belongs to the people — All the people.

In this Internet Age, there is no legiti-
mate reason that a citizen shouldn’t be
able to sit down at a computer and quickly
research how any state agency, authority
or commission is spending taxpayer
money.

Unfortunately, Governor Corzine isn’t
helping voters access information. To the
contrary, he has spent an indefensible
amount of time and money trying to keep
public information secret.

As a result, the public is not getting the
facts it needs to participate in governing
as our Founding Fathers intended.

Recently, Republican senators asked
for data that would show how the gover-
nor is adjusting spending to cope with an
estimated $2.1-billion budget shortfall.

Making a polite inquiry to the Corzine
administration produced no results. So,
the Republican Senate Caucus filed an
Open Public Records Act request.

Incredibly, the Corzine administration
interpreted the records as saying that 17
senators, representing more than 40 per-
cent of the voters in this state, have no
right to basic information about state
spending. For senators who need these
facts to make intelligent voting decisions,
there was no choice but to sue. More
importantly, the senators want the courts
to affirm that voters have the right to all
the facts when deciding how well their
representatives dealt with a fiscal crisis,
not just those facts that the Corzine ad-
ministration feels the public can handle.

The governor called Republicans par-
tisan when they objected to his unprec-
edented refusal to release public informa-
tion about the budget. Respectively, the
governor doesn’t have a problem with
partisanship – he has a deep misunder-
standing of how democracy and open
government should work.

Here are a just a few examples of the
Corzine administration’s attempts to keep
information from the public over the last
three years:

Until Republicans filed a lawsuit, the
governor refused to release an $800,000
taxpayer-financed study that explained
several scenarios for “monetizing” state
highways and raising tolls. The people
paid for that study. They also, of course,
own the toll roads. The governor should
have released the study the minute he
made a concrete proposal to refinance
Turnpike debt so that the public could see

Why Such A Big Deal
About Transparency?

the other options he had evaluated, but
rejected.

The governor, claiming executive privi-
lege, dragged his feet in releasing infor-
mation about how more than $100 mil-
lion controlled by Democratic legislative
leaders was unconstitutionally dispensed
way back in 2004 and 2005. If one of
those leaders hadn’t been on trial for
corruption in 2008, forcing the governor
to act, taxpayers may never have learned
about the indiscriminate and secretive
way their money was doled out.

The treasurer and governor ignored
written requests to explain how the state
lost more than $115 million in less than
four months by investing pension funds
in Lehman Brothers. The investment came
just four months before the investment
bank went bankrupt. Senator Joseph
Pennacchio, after receiving no answer to
three letters, filed an Open Records re-
quest. More than three months later, the
treasurer has yet to release all but a few of
the pertinent documents.

Other examples of secrecy by this ad-
ministration abound, so it comes as no
surprise that Republicans aren’t the only
ones complaining. Members of the press
say the Corzine administration is parsi-
monious at best in providing access to
information, especially about the budget
and borrowing.

Republicans aren’t just filing lawsuits.
Senator Pennacchio has introduced, and I
have co-sponsored, Senate Bill 445, which
would require all state financial data to be
available on a complete and easy-to-use
website.

In his State of the State Speech on
January 13, Governor Corzine said he
would ask the state comptroller to study
the feasibility of S-445.

Given the governor’s unwillingness to
embrace open government, we question
whether he sincerely supports the Trans-
parency in Government Act or has just
undergone a temporary, election-year
conversion.

We urge him not to wait for the
comptroller’s opinion. It’s common sense
that S-445 will pay dividends far in ex-
cess of the few thousand dollars it might
take to build the website.

The governor should renounce secrecy
and start working to get S-445 passed.
Maybe then, he’ll have more credibility
when he claims he’s for open, honest
government.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Senate Republican Leader

Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Cable Companies
Fined By FCC

As most in Westfield know, Comcast
moved C-SPAN’s coverage of the U.S.
Senate out of the basic lineup and into a
higher-tier service because they wanted
to free up bandwidth so they could broad-
cast more programming in high defini-
tion.

Here are two articles on the fines against
cable companies who have done this:

miamiherald.com/business/technol-
ogy/story/86.

www1.pressdemocrat.com/article/
20090121/BUSINESS...

The FCC said most of the cable compa-
nies it fined had provided incomplete or
evasive answers or even refused to an-
swer some questions.

Some, such as Comcast, said it needed
more time to comply with the inquiry and
questioned the legitimacy of the FCC’s
inquiry.

And what restoration will be made for
Comcast subscribers who have been de-
nied this programming for almost two
years?

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

School One Principal Thanked for
President Inauguration Broadcast

The School One community (Scotch
Plains) wishes to publicly acknowledge
and thank our principal, Jeff Grysko, for
making the arrangements that enabled us
all to witness, first hand, the inauguration
of President Barack Obama.

In the weeks leading up to the inaugu-
ration, Mr. Grysko made arrangements
with our technology department to broad-
cast the events such that our students and
staff would be able to see them on the
large screen in our gymnasium. He con-
tacted our food service provider and
worked with them to serve lunch later
than usual, so we might see the inaugura-
tion in “real time.” Our staff cooperated
by taking a later lunch hour, and Mr.
Grysko adjusted special subject areas so

there were no conflicts in the schedule.
On such a historic day, it was indeed

heartening and meaningful for our stu-
dents to witness this event. They paid
close attention and watched and listened
carefully as history was made. The staff
was grateful as well, and it was made even
more meaningful by sharing the day with
the young students.

We are all indebted to Mr. Grysko, who
continually does all he can to enrich the
lives of the students and staff. We cel-
ebrated this special day in our nation’s
history as it was happening. It will always
be a memorable day in each of our lives.
Thank you, Mr. Grysko.

Marianna Clausen
School One, Scotch Plains

Service League Gives
Thanks for Support

The Westfield Service League would
like to express its gratitude to the commu-
nity for its unwavering support and pa-
tronage. Our Thrift and Consignment
Shop held its annual Holiday Sale on
December 6, and it was a wonderful suc-
cess. It was a fun day for our customers,
our employees and our volunteers.

We received so many positive com-
ments that the good feelings warmed the
entire shop. Our volunteers work through-
out the year to continually maintain and
refresh our Thrift and Consignment Shop
with clothes, shoes, books, toys and bric-
a-brac. We would like to thank our many
consignors, all those who donate to the
Thrift Shop, our employees and volun-
teers. It is with this team effort that the
Westfield Service League has been able
to contribute our profits back to the com-
munity for the past 76 years. Our best
wishes for a healthy, happy New Year.

Mary Newmark, President,
Westfield Service League

Nation Goes Digital
TV in February

The gentleman who wrote last week to
ask about the demise of The Leader might
have heard about the planned closing of
The Leader Store and confused the two.

Also, may I ask if the lady photo-
graphed on page 7, January 22 edition,
(Star Volunteer) realizes that next month,
she will have to go digital as the rabbit
ears she is wearing will no longer be
operational?

Christopher O’Toole
Westfield

Proposed County Budget is Insulting
To Our Collective Intelligence

Group Raises $2,200
For Kids with Cancer
The Penn State Theater Students were

seven strong. Westfielders and residents
of surrounding towns were strong, too.

The theater group would like to thank
Central Avenue Exxon, Vicki’s Diner,
Bagel Chateau, Stop and Shop, Drug Fair
and Manhattan Bagel for their support
allowing them to stand in front of their
business.

The students were able to raise $2,200
for kids with cancer.

The students would like to invite all to
watch online, February 20-22, 2009 —
THON WEEKEND at thon.org.

Greg Ryan
Westfield

Union County Manager George
Devanney has proposed a $449.3 million
budget for 2009 that predicts cost reduc-
tions through at least 28 layoffs. In a letter
to the freeholders, dated January 22, 2009,
Mr. Devanney writes: “We have imple-
mented a hiring freeze on all non-essen-
tial positions.”

Sound familiar? The hiring freeze was
implemented in January 2006 with much
fanfare; if it was called off, it was done so
very quietly. Since then, 493 employees
have been hired, including 112 in 2006.

Four employees have been hired in
January alone. Seven employees were
hired in December; 17 employees were
hired in November, nine in October.

My favorite essential, can’t-do-with-
out recent hires are: clerk typist ($31,000),
data processor programmer “trainee”

($40,000), and on December 20, 2008, a
new “parking attendant” was hired for the
sheriff’s department ($31,529).

Union County accounts for approxi-
mately a quarter of our property tax bills.
With this proposed budget, the freehold-
ers will be spending $1,370,000 per day
(including Sunday) in 2009. That is up
from $1,199,000 per day in 2008.

It’s long past due for every single citi-
zen, including elected municipal officials
no matter their party affiliation, to start
holding the freeholders accountable. A
proposed budget offering these gimmicks
is insulting to our collective intelligence
and is a direct result of the public’s apa-
thy. We have the government we deserve.

Tina Renna
Cranford, President

UC Watchdog Assoc.

Parents Disappointed by Proposal
To Redistrict Wash. Kids to Edison

We are writing to express our deep
frustration and disappointment in Dr.
Dolan’s plan to split the Washington
School community by redistricting a small
number of students to Edison
[Intermeidate School]. Citizens Advisory
Boards have consistently opposed redis-
tricting plans as a means to address over-
crowding at Roosevelt because of the
negative impact on students, families and
neighborhood communities.

Washington School is a close, tight-
knit community, and the redistricting plan
splits our students at what is already a
difficult transition time from elementary
to intermediate school. Students have been
cherry-picked in a numbers game to “mini-
mize” the impact on families, which for
the current first grade class means eight
boys will be separated from the rest of
their friends and sent to Edison.

We believe our children will get an ex-

cellent education at either Roosevelt or
Edison. But our students should not be split.
As parents and taxpayers, we have a right to
review the analysis and proposals that were
considered and provide meaningful com-
ment. Instead, we have just three weeks
from the time the proposal was unveiled
before the board of education votes.

We have lived in the surrounding area
for the past four years and chose to buy a
home in the Washington School district
in 2007 in large part because of the close-
ness of the community. The redistricting
plan has driven a wedge in this commu-
nity. We urge the board of education to
vote “no” on this proposal and to work
with Westfield parents and the Washing-
ton School community to develop a more
palatable solution to overcrowding at
Roosevelt.

Mary and Francis Giglio
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrall – To enslave
2. Casse-tete – A bludgeon or club

having a stone fastened to a wooden handle
3. Innitency – A resting upon; pressure
4. Howm – A lowland by a waterside

DESIPIENT
1. Easy going; carefree
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. To lack sense; foolish
4. Apathetic; disinterested

URAEUS
1. The figure of the cobra on the head-

dress of ancient Egyptian rulers
2. The fiery cross which formally

formed the rallying symbol in the High-
lands

3. Pertaining to the dawn of time
4. An aura; halo

GECARCINIAN
1. Marine or sea-dwelling
2. A monstrosity or hideous creature
3. A stamp collector
4. Land crabs

AMYCTIC
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Abrasive; irritating
3. Vast; unending
4. Very sweet; tasty

The Value of Value Engineering;
A Call to Repeal A-2809?

We wrote last week on the front page, “$200 Million
RVSA Project Built Without Emergency Backup Power.”
See the follow up story this week on the front page this
week. Some Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) officials (Commissioner Allen Chin of
Westfield and Executive Director Michael Brinker of
Clark) say the headline last week was misleading.
RVSA chairman Joan Papen of Scotch Plains, said if a
Caterpillar employee had not mentioned the warm-up
procedure necessary for gas-driven combustion en-
gines, “to this day, we wouldn’t have known that.”

In our view, when “value engineering” a couple of
years ago removed the standby diesel generators from
the project (viewing them as unnecessary), the RVSA
facility expansion was inadvertently left without emer-
gency backup power. It is unfortunate and will be
expensive to correct.

The RVSA board is addressing the problem. Fortu-
nately, it was caught in the nick of time. What would
have happened had the facility been brought on line and
a power failure occurred? Flooding could have de-
stroyed millions of dollars of equipment or an accident
may have occurred.

One has to peel the onion several layers deep to
understand the problem. The facility has two sources of
electric power – the cogeneration plant and that sup-
plied by PSE&G. The emergency diesel generators
might seem redundant.

Wastewater treatment plants (and most other critical
facilities such as power plants, refineries, hospitals,
etc.) include standby emergency diesel generators with
specialized controls, programming and electric gear to
avoid facility damage, accidents and human harm.
These systems are designed to be completely indepen-
dent of all other factors – and to quickly come on line
when required. No dependencies are permitted for this
emergency equipment.

It’s not an alternate source of power that is at issue –
it’s the emergency equipment, a considerable differ-
ence in meaning and function.

When the RVSA combustion gas turbine/generators
(CGTs) in the expansion were designated to also serve
as emergency backup equipment, compromises unfor-
tunately resulted. CGTs require time to come on line.
Also, gas supply for the CGTs, such as from the
digester, could be unstable. During testing of the CGTs,
they exploded and damaged themselves, causing a six-
month project setback.

The project now correctly concludes that the CGTs
have dependencies rendering them questionable for
emergency duty. Similarly is the case for PSE&G,
which can trip off line.

Conversely, it is acknowledged that diesel generators
will come on line regardless of all else when needed;
they serve no other master.

Executive Director Michael Brinker, P.E. is now left
with retrofitting two (2,000 kw each) diesel generator
sets at an equipment cost estimate of $1.5 million. The
total cost has yet to be computed.

Value engineering can be a double-edged sword, even
when performed in the highest professional manner, as
apparently was the case at RVSA.

It reminds us of our concerns written about in 2005,
when value engineering may be left to those not of the
profession, or those political.

In the April 14, 2005, edition of The Westfield Leader,
we reported “Last week, Acting Governor Richard
Codey signed into law A-2809… The bill, labeled as
‘value engineering,’ permits contractors to propose
substitutions of materials, methods and technology to
government contracts after they are awarded, to save
money – the government and the contractor split the
savings.”

We were so stunned about that law that our editorial
on April 14, 2005 – “Could Good Intentions Go Awry
With ‘Value Engineering’ Bill?” – seriously questioned
the new law’s wisdom.

The editorial says, “Value engineering is supposed to
be part of the engineering and design phase – the results
of which are incorporated into specifications prepared
by professional engineers and architects. Contractors
then build to specification to ensure integrity of the
work and safety of the public.

“If value engineering is required by contractors after
professional engineers and architects do the design,
then are the professionals not doing their jobs? Is this
what the bill implies? Or is there something else that
could open up here – Pandora’s Box?

“State politicians are holding meeting after meeting
exclaiming their desire to end pay-to-play and to curtail
corruption because so many of them are going to jail.
But just think what this bill A-2809 could lead to…”

On April 21, 2005, a letter to the editor, entitled
“Contractors Association Says Leader Editorial Lacks
Fundamental Understanding of State Bidding Laws,”
was written by Kevin Monaco, director of legislative
affairs for the Utility and Transportation Contractors
Assoc. of NJ.

The editor’s note in response to Mr. Monaco’s letter
back then: “The author of the editorial in question has
30 years of Professional Engineering and construction
experience in New Jersey and throughout the world on
some of the largest and most complex projects, with
both public and private financing.” See www.uswca.com.

The “Value Engineering Law,” A-2809, played no
role in the RVSA circumstance as we understand. The
immediate issue is to fix the emergency power problem.

We are concerned though that the implications of A-
2809 are staged to bite us in the future. We call for A-
2809 to be repealed.


