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Senate Passes Legislation
To Give Women Equal Pay

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Sen-
ate has approved legislation Senators
Frank  Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) co-sponsored to
give women and other victims of work-
place discrimination equal pay for
equal work. The Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act of 2009, named after a woman
who worked for Goodyear Tire Co. for
two decades and sued her employer
after she discovered she was paid less
than her male counterparts for similar
work, would reverse a United States
Supreme Court decision that said
Ledbetter filed her suit too late.

“A woman makes only 78 cents for
every dollar a man makes and a recent
study showed the pay gap widening
in New Jersey. In these times of re-
cession, with many families relying
solely on a mother’s income, this
persistent inequality is making things
harder for families across the coun-
try. It is time women receive the same
pay as their male counterparts and
that we eradicate all pay discrimina-
tion,” Mr. Lautenberg said.

Sen. Menendez said, “Equal pay
for equal work should be an absolute
given under any circumstances, but it
is even more important with so many
people struggling in this economy.
Pay discrimination is a relic of an
outdated and unconscionable way of
thinking and should have been abol-
ished long ago. This is a momentous
and long overdue step, and I am proud
to have strongly supported it.”

Ledbetter sued her employer in
1998 when she found out her em-
ployer was engaging in pay discrimi-
nation. But she did not learn of the
discrimination until years later be-
cause Goodyear Tire Co. employees
were not allowed to discuss their sala-
ries. A jury awarded Ledbetter more
than $3 million in damages but the
Supreme Court overruled that deci-
sion because it said she waited too
long to file her case. The Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act would give
women and other victims of pay dis-
crimination 180 days after the last
discriminatory paycheck to file suit.

Customs Seizes Half Ton of
Cocaine at Port Newark

NEWARK – In the last few months,
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
field operations officers at Port New-
ark have seized nearly half a ton of
cocaine during two smuggling at-
tempts, according to authorities. The
most recent attempt occurred on
Monday, December 29, when CBP
field operations officers discovered
over 525 pounds of cocaine bundled
inside duffel bags in the back of a
container that originated in China
and transited through Panama.

Authorities said the contents of the
container were manifested as silicon
solar cable and connectors destined
for a company in California. During
routine enforcement operations, CBP
officers opened the container and dis-
covered six duffel bags containing
bricks of a white powdery substance,
according to authorities. They said
the powder field tested positive for
cocaine.

This seizure follows another smug-
gling attempt that occurred on Octo-
ber 24, when CBP officers in Newark
discovered over 330 pounds of co-
caine bundled in duffel bags in the
back of a container which originated
from China and also transited through
Panama. Authorities said the con-
tents of the container were manifested
as gummi candy bound to a company

in Illinois.
Upon opening the container, five

duffel bags containing bricks of a
white powdery substance were dis-
covered, which were tested positive
for cocaine, according to authorities,
who said the total street value for
these two smuggling attempts is ap-
proximately $42 million.

CBP officers frequently conduct
enforcement operations on contain-
ers arriving from foreign ports to en-
sure container security, according to
a press release submitted by the CBP.

“There appears to be no involve-
ment on behalf of the shipper or the
consignee with respect to either of
these smuggling attempts. After the
duffel bags were removed, the con-
tainers were released to the consign-
ees in Illinois and California,” ac-
cording to the press release.

The narcotics were turned over to
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment for further investigation.

“These seizures demonstrate the
continued vigilance of our CBP field
operations officers on the ground
and importance of their role in pro-
tecting our ports and maintaining
cargo security throughout the sup-
ply chain,” stated Robert Perez, CBP
director of field operations in New
York.

Brammick to Perform for
‘New Eyes for the Needy’

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) will
perform comedy to raise money for
“New Eyes for the Needy” in Febru-
ary at the Beacon Hill Club in Sum-
mit.

Asm. Bramnick will be the auc-
tioneer at the “World Tour of Wine”
fund-raising event sponsored by New
Eyes on February 7. The service or-
ganization is dedicated to buying new
eyeglasses for poor children and
adults throughout the United States
and recycling donated glasses for dis-
tribution to indigent people overseas.
Since it was established in 1932, New
Eyes provided eyeglasses for more
than seven million people.

Mr. Bramnick said he was hon-
ored to help the Short Hills-based
organization. “Raising money and
making people laugh for a good
cause, doesn’t get better,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

The gala invites guests to enjoy an
assortment of wines pared with food
selections. During the festivities, New
Eyes will recognize Investors Sav-
ings Bank for its community service
and honor one of New Eyes’ own
volunteers with the Julia Lawrence
Terry Service Award, according to
Susan Dyckman, executive director
of New Eyes. Connie Fowler of Let’s

Have a Taste is coordinating the wine
tasting for the event.

Clelia Biamonti, president of the
board at New Eyes, said she asked
Asm. Bramnick to conduct the auc-
tion after being impressed by his tal-
ents at other events.

“He’s sensitive and funny and
people feel good about what they’ve
donated because of his words, his
kindness and his humor,” Ms.
Biamonti said.

For the past 25 years Asm.
Bramnick has worked as a volunteer
auctioneer using his wit and natural
comedic talents to help charities meet
their fundraising goals. By profes-
sion, Mr. Bramnick is an attorney and
for three consecutive years he won
the title of “New Jersey’s Funniest
Lawyer.”

Ms. Biamonti said Mr. Bramnick is
perfect in the role of auctioneer. “He
has an ability to excite the audience
into spending money.”

This year’s New Eyes auction will
include tickets to see “Saturday
Night Live,” “Live with Regis and
Kelly,” a cruise along the Hudson
River and a half-day of deep-sea
fishing.

For more information on the
event, contact New Eyes at (973)
376-4088.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Karrow to Replace
Lance in State Senate

Assemblywoman Marcia Karrow
has been chosen by Republican com-
mittee members in Hunterdon and
Warren counties to fill the state Sen-
ate seat vacated by Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union). Mr. Lance
was elected to Congress in Novem-
ber.

Ms. Karrow, a Hunterdon County
resident, defeated Assemblyman
Mike Doherty of Warren County 195
to 143 for the 23rd Legislative Dis-
trict seat, at a special GOP conven-
tion in Clinton Township of Warren
and Hunterdon county GOP commit-
tee members. If she wins the June
Primary, she would run in a special
November election for the remaining
two years on Mr. Lance’s term, The
Star-Ledger reported.

Hackett Gets Five Years for
Phony Telephone Receipts

Former State Assemblyman Mims
Hackett (D-Essex), the ex-mayor of
Orange, has been sentenced to five
years in jail for official misconduct
on charges that he submitted phony
phone receipts to the tune of $5,000
to the City of Orange over a four-year
period, according to The Star Ledger.
The sentence is concurrent with the
nine-month federal sentence he be-
gan serving Monday for his bribery
conviction.

Paterson Picks Gillibrand
To Serve Out Clinton Term

New York Governor David Pater-
son has named Rep. Kirsten
Gillibrand (D-NY) as the next United
States Senator in New York, replac-
ing Hillary Clinton who resigned to
become Secretary of State in the ad-
ministration of President Barack
Obama. While most Democrats sup-
ported the decision, Rep. Carolyn
McCarthy (D-NY) criticized Ms.
Gillibrand over her pro-gun rights
record and National Rifle Associa-
tion backing, Fox News reported. Rep.
McCarthy, whose husband was killed
and son seriously wounded in the
1993 Long Island Railroad massacre,
said she might challenge Ms.
Gillibrand in the Democratic Primary
in 2010. Caroline Kennedy, the daugh-
ter of President John F. Kennedy,
withdrew her name from consider-
ation for the open seat, news12.com
has reported.

Essex County Exec. Calls
To Eliminate 219 Jobs

Essex County Executive Joseph
DiVincenzo, Jr. has introduced a
$675-million budget that includes the
elimination of 219 positions — 68
via layoffs in nearly every area of
county government, according to The

Star-Ledger.
Bramnick to Hold Fundraiser

For Christie on January 31
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-

21, Westfield) will host a $3,400 per
person fundraiser this Saturday, Janu-
ary 31, for gubernatorial candidate
and former United States Attorney
Chris Christie. Mr. Bramnick told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he plans
to raise $50,000 for the candidate at
the event.

NJ Dept. of Labor Says
15,200 Jobs Lost in Dec.

The state’s Department of Labor
has reported that New Jersey’s job-
less rate hit 7.1 percent in December,
its highest point in nearly 15 years.
According to the Department of La-
bor, 15,200 jobs were lost during the
month.

Governor Jon Corzine said he
hopes to be able to avoid increasing
payroll taxes to boost the state’s
underfunded unemployment fund.
Last year he added $260 million to
the fund to avoid higher payroll
taxes, but that money has already
been used.

GOP Preparing for Redrawing

Of  State’s Legislative Districts
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,

Jr. (Ld-21, Westfield) and Senator
Kevin O’Toole (LD-40, said prepara-
tions are underway for the redrawing
of the state’s 40 legislative districts
following the 2010 United States
Census.

 Mr. O’Toole has received  a de-
tailed memorandum from the non-
partisan Office of Legislatives ser-
vices that lays out the procedures
and restrictions that must be fol-
lowed by the four partisan offices
in the redistricting process. Redis-
tricting is a constitutional require-
ment that must occur every 10
years.

Mapp Plans to Challenge

Robinson-Briggs for Plf. Mayor
Plainfield City Councilman

Adrian Mapp, a former Union
County freeholder, formally an-
nounced his intention to challenge
one-term Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs, politickernj.com has re-
ported.

Mr.  Mapp won re-election to the
council last year on a ticket with
Annie McWIlliams, the daughter of
the late former Mayor Al McWilliams.
Mr. Mapp lost re-election as an inde-
pendent Democrat in 2007.

“I had planned as far back as 2007
on running for Mayor,” Mr. Mapp
said. The councilman had served on
council prior to being elected free-
holder in 2004.
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Trailside to Hold Lottery
For Summer Programs

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal have announced
that the Trailside Nature and Science
Center will offer a lottery system to
determine placement in line for regis-
tration for its summer programs.

Union County residents may visit
Trailside to draw a lottery number
beginning on Saturday, February 7,
through Friday, February 20, from
noon to 5 p.m. daily. The number
drawn will indicate the registrant’s
position on line and time of arrival for
registration day on March 7.

Proof of residency, such as a driver’s
license, will be required to draw a
number and only one number may be
drawn per family/address. Registrants
must pick their own lottery ticket for
their family. The registrant’s name,
address, lottery number and arrival
time will be recorded when the lot-
tery number is chosen. A total of 520
numbers are included in the lottery
system. The lottery will be conducted
between February 7 and 20, or until
all the numbers have been drawn.

Summer registration will take place
on Saturday, March 7, beginning at 8
a.m. for residents of Union County
who have drawn a lottery ticket. Reg-
istrants must bring their lottery ticket
with them to registration and must be
present when their number is called or
their position in line will be forfeited.

A person may register only their
children/family with their lottery
ticket. If a registrant arrives after their

number is called, but within their
designated registration hour indicated
on the lottery ticket, they may regis-
ter at the end of the one-hour time
block. If the registrant misses their
one-hour block altogether, they may
return at 4:30 p.m. to register. No
exceptions will be made, officials said.

Summer camp sessions will be lim-
ited for the 2009 season. Children in
the pre-first grade camp programs
will be limited to two weeks of camp,
will not be permitted to repeat a camp
in the 2009 season, and will not be
permitted to enroll in a morning and
afternoon camp session during the
same camp week. Children entering
the first through ninth grade camps
will be limited to two weeks of full-
day combination camps or four weeks
of half-day camps and will not be
permitted to repeat the same camp
session during the 2009 season.

Families will be limited to a maxi-
mum of three Friday Family pro-
grams and three evening programs,
which include Tuesday evening pro-
grams, family campfires and begin-
ner family campouts. Registration for
out-of-county participants begins on
Monday, March 9, from noon to 5
p.m. Lottery tickets will not be re-
quired. Registration will continue
until all programs are filled.

For more information, call Trailside
at (908) 789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/
tralside. Summer brochures and reg-
istration cards will be distributed dur-
ing the February lottery.
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