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POLICE BLOTTER
would be no cost for at-risk students
or families that qualify for free or
reduced lunches.

Board member Rob O’Connor
asked if they considered tuition on
sliding scales. “It just seems that you’d
reach more diverse students,” he said.

Director of Special Services Tho-
mas Beese said the district went for
the lowest price in the area, both
public and private, for a flat fee. The
tuition of non-classified students
would cover the costs of the expan-
sion of additional students.

There would be a rolling admis-
sion, with spaces given on a first-
come, first-served basis.

“It is undeniable that this program
will be long-term beneficial,” board
member Donald Parisi said.

Cindy Clancy Warren of Scotch
Plains noted to the board that parents
who had in the past used the lottery
system might ask why they should
pay for something now that was pre-
viously free.

Mr. Beese reminded the public that
the lottery is not a guarantee of en-
trance into the program.

“We would never be able to expand
the program unless we charge tu-

Lance Concerned About
Cost of Second Stimulus Pkg.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union) said this week
that he wants to work with President
Barack Obama, noting that thus far, the
stimulus package presented has been
“exclusively” written by Democrats.

“I hope he (President Obama) seri-
ously reviews proposals that were put
forward by our side (Republicans) of
the aisle,” Mr. Lance said. “I am very
concerned about the cost.”

The new Congressman said the Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) analy-
sis has reported that, “not much of the
money for infrastructure will be uti-
lized in the first year and maybe not in
the first two years.”

“If the purpose of the stimulus pack-
age is primarily to stimulate the
economy immediately, then the money
should be targeted in ways that best
does that,” he said. “I think Congress
wants to pass a second ($825 billion)
stimulus package, but I’m just con-
cerned that everything may be thrown
into the package.”

He said he believes the package
should be “targeted to what most quickly
stimulates the economy.”

Mr. Lance said there is “bipartisan
cooperation in the fact that taxpayer
money has to be protected.” He noted
that the head of Merrill Lynch is leav-
ing Bank of America, which took over
the financially troubled financial ser-
vices company late last year, and that
the head of Merrill Lynch had spent
over $1 million to renovate his office.
Bank of America has sought significant
money from the stimulus package in
part because of the troubled Merrill
Lynch acquisition.

The House, Mr. Lance said, voted
last week against the release of the

second $350 billion of the original $700-
billion Troubled Asset Relief Program
(TARP) approved during the Bush Ad-
ministration. The Senate, though, had
already narrowly approved the release
of the funds.

 “I voted for greater regulation of
TARP money last week,” he said, in
saying he voted against the release of
the funds. “But there is wide concern in
Congress about how this money is be-
ing spent.”

Mr. Lance described the nation’s fi-
nancial crisis as “very serious” but a
“great recession” not a depression.

The Congressman said he supports
the closing of Guantanamo Bay, but he
said the Obama Administration must
decide where to place detainees as they
await trial.

“We have to make sure the security of
the American nation is maintained,” Mr.
Lance said. “The burdens of office can
be different from a political campaign.”

In reference to the inauguration of
President Obama, Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) said he does not expect
to see a similar ceremony again in his
lifetime.

“It was a sea of people,” he said. “My
impression was that everybody was
getting along with everyone else.”

“I felt the music was wonderful. And
as a student of American history, I
observed all of the living participants of
American history,” noting that he was
there to witness the entrance of former
Presidents Jimmy Carter, George H.W.
Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,
their wives, and former Vice Presidents
Walter Mondale, Dan Quayle, Al Gore
and Dick Cheney, as well as members
of the Supreme Court.

“I think it’s the one occasion where
you see the coming together of the two
political parties,” Mr. Lance said.

Courtesy of Dona Teschner
A DREAM…Westfield students consider Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s vision of
America in a contest by submitting poetry, essays and artwork. Prizes were
awarded as part of Westfield’s 22nd annual MLK Interfaith Service, which was
held on January 19, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. See story on page 10.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE SPEED OF LIGHT...James Person of Verizon last week completes the fiber
optics connection for the newspaper phones and Internet service. The upgraded
business system is several multiples higher in capacity and speed.

MLK Interfaith Service
Contest Winners Announced
WESTFIELD – As part of this year’s

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day cel-
ebration, elementary and intermediate
school students were asked to consider
Dr. King’s vision of an America free of
segregation and discrimination 45 years
later. Students submitted poetry, essays
and artwork to express their views.

Prizes were awarded to the winners
in Westfield’s 22nd annual MLK Inter-
faith Commemoration Service, which
was held on January 19, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church.

Intermediate schools winners are:
Essays — First Place: Clark Burnett,

Sixth Grade, Holy Trinity; Second
Place: Hannah Clark, Eighth Grade,
Holy Trinity; Third Place: Megan
Bluffield, Sixth Grade, Roosevelt; Hon-
orable Mention: Caroline Kelly, Sev-
enth Grade, Holy Trinity.

Poetry — First Place: Aidan
Hamilton, Sixth Grade, Roosevelt,
Layla Varkey, Sixth Grade, Roosevelt;
Honorable Mention: Lauren Anzevino,
Eighth Grade, Roosevelt, Sophia Barry,
Eighth Grade, Edison, Kristie Elbert,

Sixth Grade, Roosevelt, Zoe
Federbusch, Sixth Grade, Roosevelt,
Jack Lynch, Seventh Grade, Edison,
Colleen Power, Eighth Grade, Holy
Trinity, Sherry Shenker, Seventh Grade,
Edison.

Art — First Place: Asher Horowitz,
Eighth Grade, Roosevelt; Honorable
Mention: Alana Zepka, Eighth Grade,
Roosevelt, Mary Metzger, Eighth
Grade, Roosevelt, Emma
Forstenhausler, Eighth Grade,
Roosevelt.

Elementary schools winners are:
Essays — First Place: Steven

Barmakian, Fifth Grade, Franklin; Sec-
ond Place: Hannah Prieto, Fourth Grade,
Jefferson; Third Place: Stella Billek,
Fourth Grade, Jefferson; Honorable
Mention: Jordan Hindes, Fifth Grade,
Jefferson.

Poetry — First Place: Cassie
Teschner, Fifth Grade, Franklin; Hon-
orable Mention: Skylar Migot, Fourth
Grade, Jefferson.

Art — Winner: Daniel Menares-
Brown, Fourth Grade, Jefferson.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, January 22, Cindy Faria,

22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and
released.

Thursday, January 22, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that someone
did approximately $75 worth of dam-
age to her mailbox.

Thursday, January 22, police in-
vestigated a hit-and-run accident on
Westfield Road. The car was legally
parked when it was struck by an un-
known vehicle, which caused dam-
age to the rear of the vehicle.

Friday, January 23, Terrill Will-
iams, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, January 23, Eliseo Arellano-
Valladares, 23, of Mount Rainer, Md.,
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a fraudulent motor vehicle card
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 24, police and fire
department personnel responded to a
house fire on Plainfield Avenue. Ac-
cording to authorities, the fire was
contained to the kitchen area. No
injures were reported.

Sunday, January 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that some-
one removed a cargo trailer from his
driveway, which contained personal
belongings,

Sunday, January 25, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that some-
one removed his Ipod, which was left
outside while he was working.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 22, Anthony Ber-

nard, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Cranford warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He posted bail and was released.

Thursday, January 22, LTD C.
Hannah, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
after a field investigation on outstand-
ing warrants out of Plainfield,
Fanwood and the Union County
Sheriff’s Department. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Thursday, January 22, a resident of
the 400 block of South Avenue re-
ported that sometime between 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, January 21, and
7:30 a.m. on January 22 someone
entered two of his unlocked motor
vehicles while they were parked in
his driveway. According to police, a
drill and various other power tools
valued at $400 were removed from
one vehicle and two DVD players and
a GPS system valued at $550 were
removed from the other.

Friday, January 23, Derrion B.
Aberdeen, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of Dunellen. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, January 23, Rochelle S.
Phillips, 25, of Fanwood was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of
Fanwood, Rahway and Medford after
a motor vehicle stop on Farley Av-
enue. She was processed and released.

Friday, January 23, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported
that someone tried to gain entry to his
home by breaking a window. Accord-
ing to police, an alarm was activated
and access was not gained.

Sunday, January 25, a business on
the 100 block of South Avenue re-
ported that someone removed $40
worth of meat from the store without
paying. According to police, a wit-
ness was able to get the license plate
of the suspect’s vehicle and charges
are pending.

Monday, January 26, Christine M.
Deandrade, 22, of Edison was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out

of Woodbridge after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Monday, January 26, Nathaniel T.
Snyder, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding warrant
out of Edison. He was processed and
turned over to the Middlesex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Westfield
Sunday, January 25, Ryan Clark,

20, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding warrant from Point Pleas-
ant Beach. Clark was processed and
released after posting $403 bail.

Monday, January 26, Jasmine
Gilchrist, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad and Prospect Streets. She was
released to a responsible individual.

Tuesday, January 27, Barry Evelyn,
39, of North Plainfield was arrested
on multiple outstanding traffic war-
rants after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Prospect Streets.

The warrants included two from
Plainfield, totaling $1,230; one from
South Plainfield, for $1,000, and one
from Piscataway, for $500. He was
held in lieu of bail pending pickup by
Plainfield authorities.

Mountainside
Friday, January 23, a resident of

Evergreen Court reported that some-
one forced the front door of his home
open breaking the deadbolt/locking
mechanism out of the frame. The
victim also reported that the back
door was open and lights were on that
were not on when he left, police said.

A search of the home by authorities
revealed that three bedrooms were
ransacked. It is unknown what is miss-
ing at this time, authorities reported.
During a perimeter check of the prop-
erty, footprints were found and pho-
tographed for evidence and turned
over to the detective bureau.

Sunday, January 24, L. Hernandez,
25, of Willingboro was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after she drove her vehicle off
the roadway. Hernandez was asked to
perform field sobriety tests at the
scene, which she failed, police said.
She was transported to headquarters
where she was processed and released.

Sunday, January 24, Jose B. Liz-
Pena, 19, of Paterson was arrested for
an outstanding warrant out of West
Orange in the amount of $414 after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Information on Becoming
A School Board Member

McDonald also did a value engineer-
ing study on July 25, 2002, for $88,500
for the RVSA.

“This referred to the two diesel
generator sets,” Mr. Chin said.

Mr. Chin said the engineer of record
has been Michael Brinker, currently
the RVSA executive director.

“Mike Brinker is and has been the
engineer in charge. However, the
Board of Commissioners makes the
final decisions,” Mr. Chin said. Like-
wise, he said the plant’s upgrade did
not fall under the value engineering
state law (A-2809), wherein the con-
tractor splits the savings.

“The studies were paid by RVSA,
and no one else split the savings,” Mr.
Chin said.

Prior to becoming interim execu-
tive director for the RVSA in 2006,
Mr. Brinker, a Clark resident, held
the position of chief engineer for the
authority in February 2006. Mr.
Brinker replaced longtime executive
director Richard Tokarski.
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ition,” Mr. Parisi said.
The board will vote on this issue at

its next meeting.
During committee reports, Mr.

Parisi reported that the finance com-
mittee met to discuss budget matters.
As for this year’s budget, “Mr. (Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony) Del
Sordi confirmed that [this year’s bud-
get] will not be an issue. Our cash
position for this fiscal year is fine.”

This year’s budget, though, will be
“extremely challenging,” Mr. Parisi
said. “We will be meeting constantly
and are always open to suggestions,”
he said.

Board member Jane Costello said
the school/community relations com-
mittee met to discuss budget presen-
tations and how they could be more
effective.

Board President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse encouraged the public to
attend the budget meetings. “You truly
do get to see the workings of the
crafting of the budget,” he said. “An
informed voter is typically our friend.”

Mr. Whitehouse, who represents
the district on the Tri-County Boards
for Quality Education, said the group’s
recent discussions were based around
budget challenges.

“They are all seeing the same pic-
ture that we are. For better or for
worse we are all in the same boat,” he
said. “We are in interesting times.”

Mr. Del Sordi said the district would
be moving forward with an Instant
Alert System from the Honeywell
Company. It will be able to make a
large amount of parental contacts in a
short amount of time. Parents will be
able to update their list of unlimited
contacts at any time. There will be an
initial charge and annual charge for
students. There will be no additional
charge each time the system is used.

During the “Good of the Order”
portion of the meeting, Board Vice
President Sasha Slocum commended
the district for all the inauguration
activities.

“It was great to hear about all the
ways the district celebrated the inau-
guration,” she said.

The next meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be on tonight, January 29 at 8
p.m. in the board meeting room at
Evergreen School.

AREA – The filing deadline to
become a candidate this year for the
school board is March 2, 2009, at 4
p.m.

According to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools website: to be-
come a member of a local board of
education in New Jersey, you must:
be able to read and write; hold citi-
zenship and one year’s residency in
the school district; have no interest
in any contract with, or claim
against, the board; not hold office
as mayor or member of the munici-
pal governing body; be registered
to vote in the district.

Board members living in a school
district such as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield are elected
by the district’s voters at the annual
school election for terms of three
years. To be included on the ballot,
you must: obtain the signatures of at
least 10 qualified voters living within
the district, one of which may be your
own; file a petition at least 50 days
prior to the election in your district.

Each candidate for election, includ-
ing an incumbent, must be nominated
directly by petition, signed by at least
10 persons (one of whom may be the
candidate). Each nominating petition,
addressed to the secretary of the board,
must state the following: that the sign-
ers are qualified district voters; the
name, residence and post office ad-
dress of the candidate and the office
for which the candidate is endorsed;
that the signers endorse the candidate
and ask that his or her name be printed
on the ballot; that the candidate is
legally qualified to be a school board
member

One of the signers must make a
sworn statement that the petition is
prepared in good faith, that he or she
saw all of the signatures included in
the petition and that he or she be-
lieves that the signers are duly quali-
fied voters.

With the nominating petition, the
candidate must include a signed state-
ment certifying that he or she is quali-
fied to be a school board member,
consents to be a candidate, and will
accept the office if elected.

In 2009, nominating petitions must
be filed with the board secretary of

the school district at the administra-
tive offices before 4 p.m., on Mon-
day, March 2.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, An-
thony Del Sordi is the board secretary
and the administrative office is lo-
cated at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. The
telephone number is (908) 232-6161.

In Westfield, the board secretary is
Robert Berman and the administra-
tive office is located at 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. The Telephone
number is (908) 789-4401.

All candidates are required by law
to comply with the provisions of The
New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act. For
further information, call the Election
Law Enforcement Commission at
(609) 292-8700, or visit
elec.state.nj.us

As a member of the board of educa-
tion, you will be expected to fulfill
certain responsibilities, including:
establishing goals for the public
schools based on student educational
needs, parent and community aspira-
tions, state and federal standards and
district financial resources; develop-
ing a philosophy of education that
will become the basis for sound deci-
sions that affect the governance of
your community’s schools; develop-
ing policies to guide the administra-
tion in managing the schools; devel-
oping bylaws to direct the board in
carrying out its governance responsi-
bilities; developing a community un-
derstanding of educational issues
and school policies through the main-
tenance of effective communications
systems; providing adequate financ-
ing for the district’s present and fu-
ture needs; ensuring quality educa-
tion by providing adequate facilities
and equipment; establishing condi-
tions that enable the administration
to recruit and effectively evaluate pro-
fessional staff; engaging in board self-
evaluation and inservice training pro-
grams for the purpose of providing
well-informed leadership and sound
decision-making; establishing a pro-
cess for the board to negotiate in good
faith with its employees, while repre-
senting community educational goals
and financial interests.
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employees earning more than $90,000
and elected officials would be elimi-
nated. He also anticipates layoffs in
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, Human Services and
Engineering, eliminating funding for
vacancies in the prosecutor’s, sheriff’s
and surrogate’s offices and the elimi-
nation of 55 seasonal positions. Ad-
ditional savings would be sought
through retirements.

“Through all of these mechanisms,
layoffs, retirements and the elimina-
tion of funding for vacancies, we will
realize $4.6 million in annualized
savings,” Mr. Devanny wrote.

The county will also seek addi-
tional revenue sources though its de-
tention centers. Among the proposals
are renting vacancy in the juvenile
detention center in Linden to other
counties and the possible “re-dedi-
cated use” of the old jail and juvenile
detention center in Elizabeth.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE PROWL...Tucker, an eight-week old resident of Scotch Plains, enjoys
his first romp in the snow. Tucker is an Old English Black Lab.

MS BOE Anticipates $3 Mil.
In Special-Educ. Spending
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) on Tuesday night discussed the
proposed budget for the upcoming year.
According to Chief School Adminis-
trator Jeannette Baubles, the BOE is
anticipating spending $3,066,102, or
22 percent of the annual budget, on
special education.

There are approximately 105 spe-
cial-education students in the
Mountainside school district who re-
ceive services within the district and 14
special-education students who receive
services outside of the district.

The special-education funds will go
toward teachers’ salaries and benefits
for those in the district, as well as for
out-of-district tuition, transportation and
extraordinary services.

Of the $3.1 million spent on special
education, the board anticipates spend-
ing $1,432,214 on expenses for the 14
students who receive out-of-district
special education.

The board plans on allocating
$6,729,071 for staffing costs for the
2009-2010 school year. This number
represents the amount spent on teacher
salaries, substitutes, teacher workshops,
travel expenses associated with the
workshops and tuition for any graduate
education a teacher may receive.

The contract specifies how much
money the district is willing to spend on
teachers’ graduate assistantships.

According to Ms. Baubles, the an-
ticipated staffing costs for the 2009-
2010 school year have remained flat
“due to breakage [difference in salary
between a new hire and the retiring staff
member] and turnover.”

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said paying for teacher
workshops and graduate education is
“advantageous” to students’ education.

For the spring semester, the board
has approved transportation expenses
for eight field trips. A ninth trip, which
involves taking students to Patriots Sta-
dium through the D.A.R.E. program, is
being footed by the Mountainside Po-
lice Department.

When board member Carmine Venes
asked the board if the buses were coach
or school buses, Ms. Baubles replied
that “traditionally,” they are coach.

Ms. Baubles said coach buses were
preferable due to their storage capacity,
after Mr. Venes questioned the practice

of utilizing them over school buses.
The board is paying $8,915 in trans-

portation costs for the spring term.
In another matter, Mr. Venes – refer-

encing last week’s Westfield Leader
editorial, “Mountainside BOE Needs
to Make Agenda Attachments Public”
– agreed that such documents should be
provided to the newspaper.

Ms. Baubles said while certain infor-
mation is kept private, most documen-
tation is public and provided to The
Leader.

Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said the only documents
that cannot be disseminated are those
that contain “personal information”
such as private data written on résumés.

The board also anticipates spending
money on new language arts textbooks
for grades 6 to 8, health textbooks for
kindergarten to grade 8 and social
studies textbooks for grades 5 to 8.

Mountainside students will now get
Friday, February 12, off from school,
giving them a four-day vacation for
President’s Day weekend.

According to Ms. Schaumberg, the
change was made because it “aligns
better with the (Governor Livingston
High School) students in Berkeley
Heights, for any families with children
in both districts.”

Casino Night to Benefit
Nat. Guard Families
WESTFIELD – The 102nd Cavalry

Family Readiness Group will hold a
Support the Troops Casino Night on
Saturday, February 7, at the New Jersey
Army National Guard Armory, located
at 500 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Doors will open at 5 p.m., with the
event lasting until 11 p.m. The casino
will be open from 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets are
$60 and include $50 in chips, a buffet
dinner, dancing and prizes.

To pre-register or for further infor-
mation, contact Nancy LaCorte at (732)
991-1241 or e-mail
102.CAV.FRG@gmail.com. Proceeds
from this event will go to support the
Family Readiness Groups of the New
Jersey Army National Guard, 102nd
Cavalry.

Checks should be made payable to
102 CAV FRG HHT and mailed to:
P.O. Box 6344, Somerset, N.J. 08875-
6344. People with military identifica-
tion and their families may attend for
free but must pre-register.


