
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 50TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 05-2009 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, January 29, 2009

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-8

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 8-9
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-14
Classifieds .... 16
A&E .............. 17-18

County Manager Proposes
$449.3-Million ’09 Executive Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

ELIZABETH — Taxes would in-
crease in all 21 municipalities under
the proposed $449.3 Union County
executive budget submitted to the
Board of Chosen Freeholders by
County Manager George Devanney.
This proposed budget represents an
increase of roughly $12 million over
last year’s approved budget of $437.8.

According to the Union County
Board of Taxation’s 2009 Tax Sum-
mary, county taxes would increase in
Westfield by more than $1 million to
$26,209,590. Scotch Plains would

face $14,413,306 in county taxes, up
roughly $260,000 from last year.
County taxes in Fanwood and
Garwood would be $4,164,476 and
$2,377,305, an increase of $267,228
and $196,288, respectively.
Mountainside will see its taxes in-
crease by more than $200,000 to
$6,651,795.

The average household tax in
Westfield would be $2,547, up $102
from last year. In Scotch Plains, the
number would be $1,778, an increase
of $39. Fanwood and Mountainside
would pay $1,542 and $2,238 in 2009,
up from $1,456 and $2,165 in 2008.

Garwood’s average household tax
would be $1,304, up from $1,207 in
2008.

Citing increases in mandated costs
and decreasing revenue sources, Mr.
Devanney wrote a letter to the free-
holders detailing an “action plan”
designed to balance the budget by
eliminating the $24-million budget
gap. Among the proposed measures
is the “indefinite” closing of Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark. Accord-
ing to Mr. Devanney’s letter, although
all of the county courses operated at a
loss in 2008, Oak Ridge accounted
for the largest hit, suffering an oper-
ating loss of $410,000 last year.

“The executive budget proposes the
indefinite closure of Oak Ridge Golf
Course, and as a result, we would
anticipate a savings of $740,000
through that closure,” Mr. Devanney
wrote.

He said the course “would require
a minimum of $5 to $7 million to
rebuild its antiquated club house and
ailing golf course, which also suffers
from structural flooding.”

Mr. Devanney also proposes “con-
tracting out” club house operations at
both Galloping Hill and Ash Brook.
He said the county would still main-
tain the courses, while a private com-
pany “would be responsible for man-
aging the construction, development
of new revenue programs and day-to-
day operations for each club house.”
Mr. Devanney also proposes a pre-
ferred tee time membership program
for county courses. The county also
anticipates the opening of a driving
range and practice facility at Gallop-
ing Hill by the end of the summer.

“We look forward to that project
getting started,” Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella said of the Galloping
Hill project. “We think it’s going to
be a real revenue source for our county
and I’m glad we’re moving forward
aggressively.”

Other proposed reductions include
hiring and salary freezes, layoffs and
the elimination of some vacant and
seasonal positions. Mr. Devanney said
in his letter that pay increases for

BOE Hears Proposal for
Preschool Half-Day Program

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) Supervisor of Specialized Pro-
grams of Study Hope Swarts and
Supervisor of Elementary Special
Education Suzanne Flannery pre-
sented to the BOE Thursday a pro-
posal for a preschool-integrated half-
day program.

It was recommended that the dis-
trict charge tuition in order to expand
preschool opportunities for non-clas-
sified preschoolers. Also recom-

mended was the merge of the Jump
Start program and Preschool Disabled
Programs, as well as merged classes
inclusive of non-classified tuition
paying, at-risk and classified students.

The goal, Ms. Swarts said, is to try
to “expose students to the least re-
strictive environment.”

There would be a teacher and aide
in each classroom, Ms. Swarts said in
her presentation, as well as develop-
mentally appropriate materials.

She added that there would be a
maximum of 15 students in class.
Both 3- and 4-year-olds will be eli-
gible, but preference will be given to
4-year-olds. The program would be
half-day and operate with the same
hours as kindergarten.

Ms. Swarts said high quality pre-
school has been shown to dramati-
cally raise children’s abilities at school
entry, as well as increase early and
later achievement. It also increases
the number of non-classified students
who participate with classified peers,
she said.

As for tuition, there would be a $50
non-refundable application fee. It
would cost $3,000 a year for the half-
day program, with a 10 percent dis-
count for additional siblings. There

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
UNDER CONTROL…Firefighters were on the scene at a second-floor apartment fire Sunday at 2544 Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The apartment was located over an architect’s office. There were no injuries reported and the blaze is believed
to have started in a wall outlet. Scotch Plains, Plainfield and Westfield fire departments were on the scene along with the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad. Plainfield Avenue was shut down for an hour in mid afternoon.

Fan. Redevelop. Agency
Gives Downtown Update
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A special meeting
of the Fanwood Redevelopment
Agency heard an overview of the
status of the Downtown Redevelop-
ment Project at a special meeting
held on January 21.

Diane Dabulas, assistant to the Di-
rector of Rogut and McCarthy, advi-
sors to the Redevelopment Agency,
summarized all of the current down-
town projects and their status, giving
estimated time lines for the next stages
of development.

The property called Station
Square, owned by Landmark Devel-
opment, located at the corner of
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street
and the previous site of the former
Dean Oil Company, has had numer-
ous soil contamination problems,
which caused delays in the removal
of soil from that property, Ms.
Dabulas told the board.

The developer, Ms. Dabulas said,
has been waiting on the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) to examine soil samples
in order to clear the property for de-
velopment. Once those tests are com-
pleted, the developer will then re-
move numerous mounds of soil and
fill in the trenches on the perimeter,
which he anticipated doing by the
end of this month. The soil mounds
are not contaminated, Ms. Dabulas
reported.

The property located at 238 South
Avenue, which was once occupied by
the Livingston-Wilbur Company, has
been purchased by the borough. The
next stage will be for the DEP to
inspect the property to insure it is
cleared for transfer of property use
from light industrial use to mixed use

for commercial and residential de-
velopment. Currently, a building re-
mains toward the rear of the property,
and will be taken down. The borough
is seeking sources of state funding for
that demolition and cleanup and gath-
ering the estimated costs, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr stated.

That demolition will go out to bid
in February or March, she added. The
borough has already met with poten-
tial developers for that site, Mayor
Mahr said.

The new building at 230 South
Avenue, owned by Helen Ling, has
been completed and is fully occu-
pied. The lower floor has been rented
out to Ms. Ling’s Enchantments shop
and the upper floors of apartments
have been rented. The property at 222
South Avenue, on the corner of South
Avenue and Second Street, owned by
the Marchovecchio’s, has not been
occupied or rented as of yet. The
Marchovecchio’s are working with a
new real estate agent to find occu-
pants.

It was also reported that the build-
ing located at the corner of South and
Martine Avenues, previously occu-
pied by the Internet Café, has re-
ceived preliminary and final site plan
approval for redevelopment, and is
now owned by Fanwood Village In-
vestors. The building is slated for
demolition shortly and construction
is expected by the spring. The new
plan allows for retail on the lower
level and office space on the upper
levels, which were previously slated
for 16 residential units. This corner
property is adjacent to the Downtown
Rehabilitation Area located on
Martine Avenue.

Mayor Mahr recommended that
the Redevelopment Agency sched-
ule a meeting with local business
owners and the Fanwood Business
and Professionals Association to
give them an update on these de-
velopments. They will be apprised
of the most recent changes made to
the last redevelopment plan.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPER BOWL LOBBYING...Congressman Leonard Lance agrees to support
the Pittsburgh Steelers in the Super Bowl on Sunday after strong lobbying by
Times Sports Editor Dave Corbin.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD DIGS OUT...Snow blower has a heavy job with the wet snow on
Wednesday morning on South Avenue in Fanwood.

Candidate Filings for
Board of Education
Are Due March 2

See article on page 10

RVSA Looks at Options for
Emergency Backup Electric Power

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER CRAWL...Winter snow brings the commute to work to a crawl on
Wednesday morning on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. School children were
delighted however as classes were canceled.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) Executive
Director Michael Brinker, Jr. said this
week the authority is looking at op-
tions for emergency backup power
for the wastewater treatment facility,
which just underwent a $200-million
upgrade.

The executive director disagreed
with a Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

headline that stated “$200 Million
RVSA Project Built Without Emer-
gency Backup Power,” stating the fa-
cility does have a backup, namely
electricity generated by Public Ser-
vice Electric & Gas Co. (PSE&G).

The Times reported last week that
the combustion engines in the cogen-
eration facility, intended to back up
the sewerage treatment operation in
the event of a power failure, require
five to 20 minutes to warm up, a delay

of which could result in flooding the
plant.

When reached for comment on
Monday, Mr. Brinker said the facility
is operated by diesel engines and
backed up by 300 kilowatts of power
generated through an agreement with
PSE&G.

“It’s (the plant) designed to do what
it’s supposed to do,” he said.

Mr. Brinker said the “scenario” he
laid out before the RVSA board at its
January 15 meeting was that if the
utility were to fail, the Caterpillar
combustion engines would not fire
up immediately, causing the poten-
tial for significant flooding at the
facility.

He said a number of options are
being considered to avoid having the
plant without an emergency backup
system, including purchasing two
mobile diesel units of 2,000 kilowatts
each, as well as a second feeder or
power line. Allen Chin, the Westfield
RVSA representative and a registered
professional engineer in New York
and New Jersey, said the cost of the
standby diesel generators would be
around $1.5 million.

Mr. Brinker said mobile diesel trail-
ers also are being considered, follow-
ing the backfire and exhaust breach
of one of the four engines at the
cogeneration facility.

RVSA Chairman Joan Papen said
if a Caterpillar employee had not
mentioned the warm-up procedure
necessary for gas-driven combustion
engines, “to this day we wouldn’t
have known that.”

“We are looking at all the options,”
Ms. Papen said.

Mr. Chin responded, “We do have
emergency backup.”

Mr. Chin, a longtime RVSA board
member, said the plant has four gas-
generated engines to power the
wastewater facility, with the PSE&G
power being the first emergency
backup. He said the question is
whether additional equipment needs
to be purchased as a secondary
backup.

“We are looking at money,” he said.
“You know how construction costs
are.” He said the board is questioning
whether the additional costs are nec-
essary. “We are looking out for the
taxpayer,” Mr. Chin said.

Mr. Chin said the professional en-
gineering firm Lewis & Zimmerman,
P.E. conducted a value engineering
study on January 13, 2005, for
$86,831.

“It was done prior to construction,
and Woodbridge (one of the RVSA
member towns) conducted its own
value engineering study,” Mr. Chin
said in an e-mail. Woodbridge used
Richard Alaimo Engineering Co.
(P.E.) He said Hatch Mott &

Mayor Malool Clarifies SID
Home Business Assessment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool on Tuesday issued
some clarifications on how special
assessments for properties within the
newly-created Special Improvement
District (SID) are being issued. In
response to a question from East Sec-
ond Street resident Ted Ziolkowski,
who said he had received a $400
assessment bill for his residential
property that lies within the SID
boundaries, the mayor said township
officials had erroneously believed a
business was being operated from
Mr. Ziolkowski’s property.

During their colloquy at Tuesday’s
council meeting, Mr. Ziolkowski told
the mayor that a business had oper-
ated from his property, but had left
the premises three years ago.

The mayor said the SID assess-
ment, while not applicable to Mr.
Ziolkowski’s property, will apply to
any home-based business located
within the SID borders. Mr.
Ziolkowski, without being specific,
said, “I know an awful lot of people”
running businesses out of their
homes.

In a related matter, the council
passed an ordinance extending the
interest-free grace period for which
this year’s $400 SID assessment can
be paid in full to May 11, 2009.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a non-binding resolution en-
dorsing the U.S. Mayors Climate Pro-
tection Agreement, a pact urging the
federal government to take a variety
of steps to combat global warming, as

well as committing local governments
to similar actions. Earlier in the meet-
ing, Councilman Dominick Bratti said
the township’s environmental com-
mission, at its first meeting of the
year on Monday, had begun looking
at a number of community projects
that could dovetail with the goals
included in the resolution. In her New
Year’s Day address, Mayor Malool
had pledged to puruse green initia-
tives, and Mr. Bratti said Tuesday that
it would be “a good project for the
environmental commission.”

The council also passed an ordi-
nance appropriating $200,000 from
the state Department of Transporta-
tion trust fund for resurfacing work
on Morse Avenue.

Mayor Malool thanked residents
who attended her first “Listening
Post” last Saturday morning at The
Highlander restaurant. “I think it was
very successful,” she said, and added
a note of thanks to council members
Mr. Bratti and Mary DePaola and
Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss for stop-
ping by. Mrs. Malool said the next
such event is tentatively set for Feb-
ruary 28 at a site yet to be determined.

At the start of the meeting, the
council approved a resolution con-
gratulating John Domanski for achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America. Mayor Malool
also issued a proclamation declaring
February 6 as National Wear Red
Day for Women in Scotch Plains in
recognition of the importance of fight-
ing heart disease.

The council’s next meeting will be
on February 10.
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