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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
UNDER CONTROL…Firefighters were on the scene at a second-floor apartment
fire Sunday at 2544 Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. The apartment was
located over an architect’s office. There were no injuries reported, and the blaze
is believed to have started in a wall outlet. Scotch Plains, Plainfield and Westfield
fire departments were on the scene along with the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
Plainfield Avenue was shut down for an hour in mid afternoon.

BOE Candidate’s
Deadline March 2

WESTFIELD – Westfield residents
interested in becoming a candidate for the
Westfield Board of Education can obtain
petitions at the Board Secretary’s office
at 302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and deliv-
ered to Board Secretary Robert Berman
by 4 p.m. on Monday, March 2. Board of
education members are volunteers who
are elected by the public during the an-
nual school election, which will be held
this year on Tuesday, April 21.

The term for an elected board member
is three years. Each year, three positions
become available as a result of expiring
terms. Those school board members
whose terms are expiring this year in-
clude Beth Cassie, Anne Riegel and Jane
Clancy.

On January 13, Mrs. Clancy declared
her intention to seek a second term on the
Board. Mrs. Cassie, who has served since
2002, and Mrs. Riegel, a board member
since 1999 who also served as president,
announced that they would not seek re-
election to the Westfield BOE.

Prospective candidates can obtain a
“School Board Candidate Kit” at the board
office at 302 Elm Street. The kit includes
information about legal qualifications for
candidacy, campaign procedures and the
role of the school board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates in the
school election process, and briefing ses-
sions for school board candidates are also
included in the kit.

Westfield
Sunday, January 25, Ryan Clark, 20,

of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
warrant from Point Pleasant Beach. Clark
was processed and released after posting
$403 bail.

Monday, January 26, Jasmine Gilchrist,
29, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad and
Prospect Streets. She was released to a
responsible individual.

Tuesday, January 27, Barry Evelyn,
39, of North Plainfield was arrested on
multiple outstanding traffic warrants af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at East Broad and
Prospect Streets.

The warrants included two from
Plainfield, totaling $1,230; one from
South Plainfield, for $1,000, and one
from Piscataway, for $500. He was held
in lieu of bail pending pickup by Plainfield
authorities.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, January 22, Cindy Faria,

22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Thursday, January 22, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that someone did
approximately $75 worth of damage to
her mailbox.

Thursday, January 22, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident on Westfield
Road. The car was legally parked when it
was struck by an unknown vehicle, which
caused damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Friday, January 23, Terrill Williams,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, January 23, Eliseo Arellano-
Valladares, 23, of Mount Rainer, Md.,
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a fraudulent motor vehicle card
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, January 24, police and fire
department personnel responded to a
house fire on Plainfield Avenue. Accord-
ing to authorities, the fire was contained
to the kitchen area. No injures were re-
ported.

Sunday, January 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that someone
removed a cargo trailer from his drive-
way, which contained personal belong-
ings,

Sunday, January 25, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that someone
removed his Ipod, which was left outside
while he was working.

Mountainside
Friday, January 23, a resident of Ever-

green Court reported that someone forced
the front door of his home open breaking
the deadbolt/locking mechanism out of
the frame. The victim also reported that
the back door was open and lights were
on that were not on when he left, police
said.

A search of the home by authorities
revealed that three bedrooms were ran-
sacked. It is unknown what is missing at
this time, authorities reported. During a
perimeter check of the property, foot-
prints were found and photographed for
evidence and turned over to the detective
bureau.

Sunday, January 24, L. Hernandez, 25,
of Willingboro was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after she
drove her vehicle off the roadway.
Hernandez was asked to perform field
sobriety tests at the scene, which she
failed, police said. She was transported to
headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Sunday, January 24, Jose B. Liz-Pena,
19, of Paterson was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of West Orange in
the amount of $414 after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 22, Anthony Ber-

nard, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Cranford warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
posted bail and was released.

Thursday, January 22, LTD C. Hannah,
30, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation on outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield, Fanwood and the Union
County Sheriff’s Department. He was
processed and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Thursday, January 22, a resident of the
400 block of South Avenue reported that
sometime between 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, January 21, and 7:30 a.m. on Janu-
ary 22 someone entered two of his un-
locked motor vehicles while they were
parked in his driveway. According to
police, a drill and various other power

tools valued at $400 were removed from
one vehicle and two DVD players and a
GPS system valued at $550 were re-
moved from the other.

Friday, January 23, Derrion B. Aber-
deen, 26, of Plainfield was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Dunellen.
He was processed and released.

Friday, January 23, Rochelle S.
Phillips, 25, of Fanwood was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Fanwood,
Rahway and Medford after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Farley Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Friday, January 23, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
someone tried to gain entry to his home
by breaking a window. According to po-
lice, an alarm was activated and access
was not gained.

Sunday, January 25, a business on the
100 block of South Avenue reported that
someone removed $40 worth of meat
from the store without paying. Accord-
ing to police, a witness was able to get the
license plate of the suspect’s vehicle and
charges are pending.

Monday, January 26, Christine M.
Deandrade, 22, of Edison was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Woodbridge after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. She was processed and re-
leased.

Monday, January 26, Nathaniel T.
Snyder, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
Edison. He was processed and turned
over to the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Lance Concerned About
Cost of Second Stimulus Pkg.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) said this week that he
wants to work with President Barack
Obama, noting that thus far, the stimulus
package presented has been “exclusively”
written by Democrats.

“I hope he (President Obama) seri-
ously reviews proposals that were put
forward by our side (Republicans) of the
aisle,” Mr. Lance said. “I am very con-
cerned about the cost.”

The new Congressman said the Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) analysis
has reported that, “not much of the money
for infrastructure will be utilized in the

first year and maybe not in the first two
years.”

“If the purpose of the stimulus package
is primarily to stimulate the economy
immediately, then the money should be
targeted in ways that best does that,” he
said. “I think Congress wants to pass a
second ($825 billion) stimulus package,
but I’m just concerned that everything
may be thrown into the package.”

He said he believes the package should
be “targeted to what most quickly stimu-
lates the economy.”

Mr. Lance said there is “bipartisan
cooperation in the fact that taxpayer money
has to be protected.” He noted that the
head of Merrill Lynch is leaving Bank of
America, which took over the financially
troubled financial services company late
last year, and that the head of Merrill
Lynch had spent over $1 million to reno-
vate his office. Bank of America has
sought significant money from the stimu-
lus package in part because of the troubled
Merrill Lynch acquisition.

The House, Mr. Lance said, voted last
week against the release of the second
$350 billion of the original $700-billion
Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP)
approved during the Bush Administra-
tion. The Senate, though, had already
narrowly approved the release of the
funds.

 “I voted for greater regulation of TARP
money last week,” he said, in saying he
voted against the release of the funds.
“But there is wide concern in Congress
about how this money is being spent.”

Mr. Lance described the nation’s fi-
nancial crisis as “very serious” but a “great
recession” not a depression.

The Congressman said he supports the
closing of Guantánamo Bay, but he said
the Obama Administration must decide
where to place detainees as they await
trial.

“We have to make sure the security of
the American nation is maintained,” Mr.
Lance said. “The burdens of office can be
different from a political campaign.”

In reference to the inauguration of Presi-
dent Obama, Rep. Lance (R-7th, Union)
said he does not expect to see a similar
ceremony again in his lifetime.

“It was a sea of people,” he said. “My
impression was that everybody was get-
ting along with everyone else.”

“I felt the music was wonderful. And as
a student of American history, I observed
all of the living participants of American
history,” noting that he was there to wit-
ness the entrance of former Presidents
Jimmy Carter, George H.W. Bush, Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush, their wives,
and former Vice Presidents Walter
Mondale, Dan Quayle, Al Gore and Dick
Cheney, as well as members of the Su-
preme Court.

“I think it’s the one occasion where you
see the coming together of the two politi-
cal parties,” Mr. Lance said.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE SPEED OF LIGHT...James Person of Verizon last week completes the fiber
optics connection for the newspaper phones and Internet service. The upgraded
business system is several multiples higher in capacity and speed.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE PROWL...Tucker, an eight-week old resident of Scotch Plains, enjoys
his first romp in the snow. Tucker is an Old English Black Lab.

superintendent’s proposal “splits our
tight-knit community in half.”

Ms. Dolan looked at all three el-
ementary schools in considering her
options. Some neighborhoods, she
said, “didn’t have enough young kids,”
while with others, “there was no way
we could transport them efficiently.”
Ms. Leiz said the Washington area
does have more “starter homes” and
maybe that is why there are more,
younger children in that area.

Eva Rossi, the mother of a fifth
grader, said the superintendent is
“splitting up the community” through
the redistricting plan. She said her
research has shown that redistricting
usually involves 100 children or more,
not the 33 students as identified by
the district.

Ms. Dolan also said moving all
fifth graders from Washington to
Edison would have meant an imme-
diate increase in staffing and trans-
portation, which was not possible
given budget restraints. In the next
two years, staff will not increase, but
in the third year additional staffing
would be needed, “regardless of where
the students went,” Ms. Dolan said.
She was unsure at this time the num-
ber of additional teachers necessary.

“We did look at taking some stu-
dents from every school, but you
would have only moved a few kids,
and it wasn’t fair to kids and it
wouldn’t help our transportation, ei-
ther,” she said.

“We did look at an area where
students could walk to Edison. There
was one area that did work and when
we brought it to Executive County
Superintendent Carmen Centuolo, she
was concerned with the safety of stu-
dents crossing some major streets,
and she thought it was not a good
option,” Ms. Dolan said. Ms. Dolan
would not disclose the area she sug-
gested to Ms. Centuolo.

“The factors really are costs, num-
bers to make the overcrowded situa-
tion un-crowded and then density of
population that works for the num-
bers you need to move in five years,”
Ms. Leiz said.

This year’s fifth grade is “our first
class of over 500 in 30 years. And
there are others behind them – our
third grade has 550, our first grade
has 550. “We can fit tightly 250 stu-
dents in each grade in Roosevelt, but
next year, if we do nothing, we will
have 290 students in the sixth grade
and that doesn’t fit,” Ms. Dolan said.

“We’re extremely lucky that we
have a school that is 1.4 miles away
from Roosevelt that serves the same
grades, that has room, and there is
room there, and offers the same pro-
gram,” she said.

Under the proposal, Ms. Dolan es-
timates every year between one third
to one half of Washington fifth grad-
ers will attend Edison across the next
five years.

The plan does make available a
grandfathering policy option to par-
ents to keep their children in the same
school. It applies to those children
entering the sixth grade from Wash-
ington School in 2009-2013, and who
have siblings attending Roosevelt
School when they enter sixth grade.

Mr. Siroty voiced concerns about
the void in busing for after-school
programs, and currently, the district
does not offer late busing for any
school, including the high school.

“Regardless of whether we wanted
to do it, I don’t even think we could,”
Ms. Leiz said. “In this current finan-
cial market, we cannot even have
those discussions.”

Transportation is provided to and
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WF Schools Redistricting
from school for students affected by
the redistricting. The bus stop map
has yet to be realized, and Ms. Dolan
at this time is uncertain of the travel-
ing time.

The redistricting proposal “would
optimize minimizing transportation
costs,” said Ms. Leiz.

Currently, there are three buses at
the intermediate level, and the dis-
trict would not need to add another
bus with this proposal.

Ms. Leiz said, “Many parents don’t
even choose to allow their children to
walk home.”

Other options the citizens advisory
committee talked about were split
schedules at Roosevelt and having a
magnet program only at Edison to
attract parents to opt to send their
children there. “We offered to have a
Chinese program and pre-engineer-
ing program,” Ms. Dolan said, that
would develop into the high school.
There was a series of meetings for
parents “and people were not going
to go to Edison for Chinese or pre-
engineering so the programs didn’t
work,” she said.

“We let parents of students of
Franklin, Washington and Wilson
know that the classes were over-
crowded in Roosevelt and were much
higher than Edison, and had been for
several years, and we let the parents
know they had an option of going to
a school where they would have a
lower class enrollment, and if they
chose that option, we would provide
transportation for them to Edison,”
said Ms. Dolan. “We had a total of
five parents who chose that option.
So that didn’t work.”

Consolidating the gifted and tal-
ented program at Edison was one of
the options that did work.

Trailers were not an option at
Roosevelt, one reason being costs,
which add up to $100,000 per site.

“You can’t put a trailer in place as
a stop-gap,” said Ms. Leiz, because
the state requires a remedy plan.

When asked whether or not the
board had considered, prior to getting
the bonds, lessening cost areas, such
as choosing less expensive finishes,
associated with each recent improve-
ment project in the district, from the
high school to Lincoln to Roosevelt’s
cafeteria and library improvements,
to set aside that potentially saved
money for a separate improvement
project to expand Roosevelt, Ms. Leiz
and Ms. Dolan each had their own
responses.

“The advisory committee did look
at an addition [at Roosevelt], and dis-
cussed at length and decided no, there
is room at Edison,” Ms. Dolan said.

Ms. Dolan said a cost estimate for
expanding Roosevelt was established
in 2006, but she did not know the
number.

“It’s compelling to taxpayers when
you have an alternate situation where
you can for minimal costs put chil-
dren in available seats versus build
more room for them where they live,”
said Ms. Leiz.

In a letter to the editor, parents Paul
Walden and Ginger Clarke-Walden
called Ms. Dolan’s plan “discrimina-
tion” against Washington School kids,
and Mr. Siroty described the redistrict-
ing plan as a form of “segregation.”

“It’s troubling to me because dis-
crimination is an awful thing ,and
you can discriminate on a lot of dif-
ferent levels, and there was no dis-
crimination,” said Ms. Dolan.

“The role of the board is to provide
some insight and some oversight and
to ask the questions,” said Ms. Leiz in
response to parents asking to have
had a role in the decision. “I support
the fact that it is the superintendent’s
decision.”

“It sounds like this decision has
already been made. And that has
people very angry,” Mr. Siroty told
The Leader.

Ms. Rossi said Ms. Dolan also did
not present any statistics or studies at
last Wednesday’s special meeting for
Washington School parents to sup-
port her redistricting policy. Like-
wise, Sean Reilly, the father of a
fourth grader, said he felt the superin-
tendent was “ill prepared” to answer
parents’ questions at the meeting. He
felt the redistricting plan was “being
rammed through” by the school board.

“There just seemed to be an atti-
tude at Wednesday’s meeting that this
was a done deal,” Mr. Reilly said.

Ms. Dolan had told The Leader she
thought it would not be helpful for
anyone to look at individual “pieces
of paper.” (There are recommenda-
tion reports from the citizens advi-
sory committee available on the
district’s website.)

“It is difficult. Parents don’t want
to hear their child’s zone has changed,”
Ms. Dolan said. “We pay attention to
it and make sure the transition is a
good transition.” There are a number
of activities and events planned to
help the kids feel more comfortable
at Edison.

Also, “Students from Washington
will be on one team” at Edison, said
Ms. Dolan, unless a child is in a special
program. Edison divides children into
two teams of about 125 children each
per grade so each team moves along
their school day together. On average,
there are 25 students per class. The
projected total for sixth grade is 33
students from Washington School
heading to Edison this fall.”

Tuesday’s BOE meeting was can-
celled due to snow. Pat Seery said
parents are asking for an additional
BOE meeting for parents to comment
given the “sensitivity of this.”

“This just wasn’t well thought out,”
she said.

be a real revenue source for our county
and I’m glad we’re moving forward
aggressively.”

Other proposed reductions include
hiring and salary freezes, layoffs and
the elimination of some vacant and
seasonal positions. Mr. Devanney said
in his letter that pay increases for
employees earning more than $90,000
and elected officials would be elimi-
nated. He also anticipates layoffs in
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, Human Services and
Engineering, eliminating funding for
vacancies in the Prosecutor’s,
Sheriff’s and Surrogate’s offices and
the elimination of 55 seasonal posi-
tions. Additional savings would be
sought through retirements.

“Through all of these mechanisms,
layoffs, retirements and the elimina-
tion of funding for vacancies, we will
realize $4.6 million in annualized
savings,” Mr. Devanny wrote.

The county will also seek addi-
tional revenue sources though its de-
tention centers. Among the proposals
are renting vacancy in the Juvenile
Detention Center in Linden to other
counties and the possible “re-dedi-
cated use” of the old jail and juvenile
detention center in Elizabeth.

books for grades 6 to 8, health text-
books for grades K to 8 and social
studies textbooks for grades 5 to 8.

Mountainside students will now get
Friday, February 12, off from school,
giving them a four-day vacation for
President’s Day Weekend.

According to Ms. Schaumberg, the
change was made because it “aligns
better with the students in Berkeley
Heights, for any families with chil-
dren in both districts.”
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MLK Contest

Winners Announced
WESTFIELD – As part of this year’s

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebra-
tion, elementary and intermediate school
students were asked to consider Dr. King’s
vision of an America free of segregation
and discrimination 45 years later. Stu-
dents submitted poetry, essays and art-
work to express their views.

Prizes were awarded to the winners in
Westfield’s 22nd annual MLK Interfaith
Commemoration Service, which was held
on January 19, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

Intermediate schools winners are:
Essays — First Place: Clark Burnett,

Sixth Grade, Holy Trinity; Second Place:
Hannah Clark, Eighth Grade, Holy Trinity;
Third Place: Megan Bluffield, Sixth Grade,
Roosevelt; Honorable Mention: Caroline
Kelly, Seventh Grade, Holy Trinity.

Poetry — First Place: Aidan Hamilton,
Sixth Grade, Roosevelt, Layla Varkey,
Sixth Grade, Roosevelt; Honorable Men-
tion: Lauren Anzevino, Eighth Grade,
Roosevelt, Sophia Barry, Eighth Grade,
Edison, Kristie Elbert, Sixth Grade,
Roosevelt, Zoe Federbusch, Sixth Grade,
Roosevelt, Jack Lynch, Seventh Grade,
Edison, Colleen Power, Eighth Grade,
Holy Trinity, Sherry Shenker, Seventh
Grade, Edison.

Art — First Place: Asher Horowitz,
Eighth Grade, Roosevelt; Honorable
Mention: Alana Zepka, Eighth Grade,
Roosevelt, Mary Metzger, Eighth Grade,
Roosevelt, Emma Forstenhausler, Eighth
Grade, Roosevelt.

Elementary schools winners are:
Essays — First Place: Steven

Barmakian, Fifth Grade, Franklin; Sec-
ond Place: Hannah Prieto, Fourth Grade,
Jefferson; Third Place: Stella Billek,
Fourth Grade, Jefferson; Honorable Men-
tion: Jordan Hindes, Fifth Grade,
Jefferson.

Poetry — First Place: Cassie Teschner,
Fifth Grade, Franklin; Honorable Men-
tion: Skylar Migot, Fourth Grade,
Jefferson.

Art — Winner: Daniel Menares-
Brown, Fourth Grade, Jefferson.

Support the Troops
Casino Night Set Feb. 7

WESTFIELD - The 102nd Cav-
alry Family Readiness Group cor-
dially invites the public to attend a
Support the Troops Casino Night on
Saturday, February 7, 2009 to be
held at the NJ Army National Guard
Armory, 500 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

The event will be held from 5 until
11 p.m. Casino activity will be held
from 6 until 9 p.m. The cost is $60
per ticket (includes: $50 in chips,
buffet dinner, dancing, prizes).
Please pre-register and/or direct your
questions to Nancy LaCorte at (732)
991.1241 or email
102.CAV.FRG@gmail.com.

Proceeds from this event go to sup-
port the Family Readiness Groups of
the NJ Army National Guard, 102nd
Cavalry. Please make checks payable
to: 102 CAV FRG HHT and mail to:
PO Box 6344, Somerset, NJ 08875-
6344.

People with military ID and their
families are free but must pre-regis-
ter.

Tax Collector Hours
Extended on Feb 2

WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield tax collector will be open on
Monday, February 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. (note new closing time) for the pay-
ment of property taxes. Residents are
encouraged to contact the office with any
questions at (908) 789-4051 or by e-mail
at taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov. Interest
will be charged beginning on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6.
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here and said ‘Keith, I don’t want the
money,’ I’d [still] have to give it to
them.”

Ultimately, library representatives
said they would be willing to work
with the council to discuss a resolu-
tion supporting other means to ad-
dress the funding formula, including
a suggestion that the increases be
within the state’s mandated 4 percent
cap on property tax increases.

“Based upon the workshop and it
seems the willingness of the library
to work with the borough, maybe we
can come to some understanding with
regard to the funding and the increase,”
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said.

In other business, the council voted
to reappoint Charles Lombardo to a
five-year term on the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority by a five-to-one
margin. The sole “no” vote was from
the lone Republican on the governing
body, Councilman Anthony Sytko.

Prior to the vote, resident Bruce
Paterson urged the council to recon-
sider its appointment of Mr.
Lombardo. Mr. Paterson again cited
the RVSA vote to explore
privatization, as well as what he
deemed as improprieties in the hiring
of East Rutherford Mayor Jim
Cassella to a position within the au-
thority. He also expressed concern
over the use of Weiner Lesniak, State
Senator Ray Lesniak’s law firm, as
RVSA counsel.

“At this point hopefully [council
members] recognize that all is not
kosher,” Mr. Paterson said. “Things
are not proper.”

Mr. Lombardo responded to Mr.
Paterson’s claims, defending his
record and saying it was “unbeliev-
able that I get attacked week after
week for something I try to do pure
and simple for the good of Garwood.”

“I believe my 13 years experience
at the RVSA have served the borough
well,” Mr. Lombardo said.

The council also approved four or-
dinances on Tuesday and introduced
two more. The approved ordinances
adopt requirements for fencing around
certain construction and demolition
projects, modify parking regulations
on Walnut Street, set regulations re-
garding certificates of compliance and
occupancy and establish a $6,000
waiver payment for employees to opt
out of the borough’s health coverage.
The borough also approved a $14,000
contract for VFS Environmental to
do soil sampling and well testing at
the proposed athletic field complex
site.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy also ap-
pointed two special committees, nam-
ing Ms. Villaggio, Mr. Sluka and
Councilman Stephen Napolitano to
the shared services committee and
Ms. Villaggio, Mr. Napolitano and
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli to a
committee to intervene in the nego-
tiations between the library and Board
of Education regarding the lease of
the library. The library and BOE share
the Lincoln School building. The BOE
has sought additional funds from the
library to offset the cost of utilities.
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