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Choral Art Society of New Jersey
Presents Handel’s ‘Solomon’

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey presented a lovely
rendition of Handel’s “Solomon” at
Temple Emanu-El last weekend.

Starring countertenor Joseph Hill
as Solomon, soprano Andi Campbell
as the Queen of Sheba and tenor
Stephen Sands as Zadok, the oratorio
truly shined.

An oratorio, similar to an opera, is
devoid of elaborate costumes and props,
and there is little character interaction.
Most oratorios are based on biblical
stories; such is the case in “Solomon.”

James Little, now in his ninth sea-
son directing the Choral Art Society,
conducted the soloists and 57-mem-
ber chorus, and was accompanied by a
21-member orchestra. In addition, he
supported the arias on harpsichord.

The piece is divided into three acts.
Act I encompassed beautifully trium-
phant, gleeful music and poetic songs
that praise Jehovah for the completed
temples in Jerusalem, which were

considered the most significant of
Solomon’s many building projects.

Act II told the well-known story of
two women who both claim mater-
nity of a newborn baby boy. Solomon
offers to cut the baby in half with his
sword as a ploy to discover which
woman is being truthful. When one
woman says the other can take the
child so that his life will be spared, it
becomes clear that she is the true
mother. The women, played by so-
pranos Pamela Keller and Cynthia
Brogan, powerfully expressed the
very emotional nature of this tale.

Act III portrayed the Queen of
Sheba’s visit to Solomon’s court,
where she is entertained and shown
the wonders of the kingdom.

Countertenor Mr. Hill did a re-
markable job portraying Solomon. A
countertenor, sometimes referred to
as a male alto, is a range of adult male
voice that is higher than the tenor.

Countertenors are often used to
replicate Castrati roles. Castrati, a
term from the Baroque era, refers to
men with extremely high singing
voices equivalent to those of females.
This range of voice was produced

either by castration of the pre-pubes-
cent singers or because of a hormonal
syndrome that led to the boys never
reaching sexual maturity.

Some boys and their parents chose
castration because a successful
Castrato could considerably elevate
a family’s low social status. The re-
surgence of Baroque repertoire has
placed countertenors in great de-
mand.

Mr. Hill, a graduate of the Mason
Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers
University with a Master’s of Music
degree in voice, is the director of
music and organist at the Community
Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside.

He originally trained as a tenor but
decided to explore his higher voice
range. His voice teacher was ex-
tremely impressed, and the gifted

singer immersed himself in the coun-
tertenor curriculum.

According to Mr. Hill, a counter-
tenor is “any male who uses his upper
head voice as his performing instru-
ment.” Countertenors are not com-
mon, he added. He said that Handel’s
heroic roles were often written for
countertenors due to their popularity
at the time.

Some people are so shocked by a
female-sounding pitch emanating
from a man’s voice that they react
negatively to his performances, Mr.
Hill said. However, the majority of
the audience, after adjusting to the
range, finds the countertenor voice to
be “favorable,” he added.

Pleased with the choir’s re-creation
of musical pieces from yesteryear, he
said, “We’re showcasing a bit of his-
tory.”

Joseph Hill, who portrayed Solomon

WF Community Supports Local
Family Through Difficult Time

‘Hoops Wizard’ to Entertain Children At Jan. 28 Benefit
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — How often do we
get so caught up in life’s little trials and
tribulations that we forget how quickly
things could change in a big way in
just an instant?

Such was the case for the Muselli
family of Westfield this past autumn,
when husband and father Robert, 33,
began a typical workday in the tree-
maintenance business, but was later
fatally wounded by a falling tree limb.

Melissa Muselli reported the Sep-
tember 24 accident initially left her
husband in a coma at University Hos-
pital in Newark, where they were not
immediately aware of the extent of his
injuries.

Mrs. Muselli and the couple’s three
young children, Brianna, Joseph and
Jenna, soon learned Robert would not
recover, and he passed away on Octo-
ber 1, three weeks before the couple’s
10th wedding anniversary.

“We all loved Rob,” Mrs. Muselli
shared. “If you spoke to anyone who
knew him, they would have nothing
but positive things to say.

“He loved life, his family, his
friends,” she added. “He loved to cook
pasta…and had a special recipe for
tuna his children will never forget.”

As word quickly spread throughout
the community, Mrs. Muselli said she
was moved by the immense outpour-
ing of support she received.

Friend Lauren Weiss recalled the
shock and disbelief she felt after hav-
ing just seen the Musellis the Sunday
before at her daughter’s birthday party.

She immediately sent e-mails to es-
tablish a donated dinner schedule to
provide meals to the family.

“I got such a great response,” Ms.
Weiss said, explaining how they were
able to provide daily dinners for two
months.

“I just think there is something so
nurturing about bringing food to
someone’s door,” she said. “It was so
nice Melissa didn’t have to think about
it, and sometimes, she didn’t even
know these people, but the dinners
would just come.”

Ms. Weiss reported that another
Westfield resident, Ann Chen, set up a
“Delivery Now” account where people
can alternately donate money, and Mrs.
Muselli can order food from partici-
pating local restaurants as another

option.
Greg Bashkoff, Brianna’s soccer

coach, voluntarily took care of the
Musellis’ yard work for the first month
until the family eventually hired a
landscaping service.

“It was pretty amazing how every-
body came together to try to be there
for her,” Mr. Bashkoff said. “Me, I just
showed up and mowed the lawns, so
she wouldn’t have to think about it.”

Mrs. Muselli reported that through
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,

Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents often came to her residence to
assist with the children’s homework.

And when the thought of putting up
the Christmas tree and holiday deco-
rations without her husband seemed
too difficult for Mrs. Muselli to bear,
Ms. Weiss’ family stepped in.

“We sent her out for the day, went
over and decorated for her,” Ms. Weiss
explained.

Mrs. Muselli said her husband’s co-
workers at the Union County Parks
and Recreation Department, as well as
other community members, sent flow-
ers, toys and gifts for Christmas.

The community also recognized the
family could not only benefit from its

social and emotional support but from
financial assistance, especially for the
children.

“The general expenses of everyday
living do worry me for the future,”
Mrs. Muselli said, explaining she con-
tinues to look for employment as a
graphic designer.

Ms. Weiss reported she, along with
Jane Maxwell and a small group of
Jefferson Elementary School parents,
started a “Muselli Family Fund” at TD
Bank. (Donations can be sent via mail

to 560 North Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090, or in person at any branch).

The two older Muselli children at-
tend Jefferson Elementary School,
where PTO co-president Gretchan
Ohlig reported a Philly Pretzel
fundraiser was held to benefit the
family.

At Lincoln School, where Jenna
Muselli attends, the PTO will host the
“Hoop Wizard,” a basketball enter-
tainer for both children and adults, to
benefit the Musellis. The event will
be held at the school this coming
Wednesday, January 28, at 7 p.m.

Dawn Ondi, co-president of the
Lincoln PTO, reported some WHS

GOING MY WAY…Left to right, Diane Schaeffer, Linda Habgood and Anita
Browne practice a dance number at rehearsal for Life Is a Highway.

Washington Elem. School
To Present Life Is a Highway
WESTFIELD – The 61st annual

Washington School show, Life Is a
Highway, is coming to Westfield this
month.

The show promises to be a fun time
for all and will include popular themes
and characters from present and past
such as the Brady Bunch, the Jonas
Brothers, The Monkees and Hannah
Montana. Adding to the mix, audi-
ences should expect a mad scientist,
mafia don an evil agent.

More than 100 Washington School
parents have been working for close
to a year on the preparation of a
script, music, dance choreography,
choral arrangements, casting, set
building and painting, merchandis-
ing, ticket sales, costumes and adver-
tising.

Those interested in attending can
buy tickets now to secure the best
seats. The show will take place Fri-
day, January 30, at 8 p.m., and Satur-
day, January 31, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. All
performances will take place at
Roosevelt Middle School, located at
301 Clark Street.

Tickets for evening performances
cost $11; the matinee is priced at  $7
per ticket. Tickets are available for
purchase online at
westfieldnjk12.org/washington.
Click on “School Show” on the left
hand menu.

To place an ad in the playbill, on a
first-come, first-served basis, see the
Washington School website, under
the tab “Washington School Show
2009.”
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HANDEL WITH CARE...The Choral Art Society of New Jersey presented Handel’s “Solomon” oratorio at Temple Emanu-
El of Westfield last weekend. Directed by James Little, the opulent, string-driven performance featured a 21-person
orchestra and 57 members of the Choral Art Society.


